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PART I.

GENERAL SUIMAEY.

1. The chief event during the year of public importance

to India at large, the assumption by Her Majesty the Queen of

the title of Empress of India, demands the foremost place of

notice in the administrative annals.

The occasion was celebrated with due ceremony, accom

panied by public rejoicings, in each station in the Province,

and the opportunity was taken of presenting such persons as

had distinguished themselves by loyalty or good services, ren

dered to the public or the State, with certificates of honour, in

token of recognition of those services by their sovereign.

2. The year under report presents no special features

from an agricultural point of view. The
Seasons and harvests. 1 ° i ii/* 11

weather was, on the whole, favourable,

and, though the rains were late in some parts of the Province, the

rainfall was an average one. The outturn of the principal

crop, rice, was fair, and that of the other crops larger, perhaps,

than usual.

3. The condition of the people throughout the year was

fairly prosperous; prices ruled high, but
Condition of the people. J r r > 1 O >

nowhere was there any distress, and

there were no special causes at work tending to lower tbe

standard of comfort among the general population.

4. Malarious fevers were, as usual, prevalent during the

year, and cholera was not absent, although
Health of the people. Ti i -i i i Li 1 r

there were, happily, no bad outbreaks ot

that disease. In Sylhet, there was an outbreak of fever of a
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very fatal type. The vital statistics collected being utterly

untrustworthy, no deductions can be drawn from them as to the

general health of the people. The year, however, is generally

stated to have been somewhat more unhealthy than that which

preceded it.

The details of administration given at length in the

body of the report will now be briefly summarized.

5. The only change to be noted during the year in the

general powers of the Administration was
Changes in administration. . ' °. . 1 . „ - . „ ,~ .

the investiture of the Chief Commissioner

with powers under Act VII. of 1870 (the Court-fees Act).

Under the head of political changes may be included the notifi

cation of the Inner Line in the district of Sibsagar, and the

demarcation of the Inner Line in the district of Lakhimpur.

A form of pass under Regulation V.of 1873 was framed during

the year, and its general adoption has been ordered. The

administrative changes to be recorded were as follows:—

The Sunamganj sub-division, in Sylhet, was opened

during the year, and steps were taken with a view to ensure

the early opening of the remaining sub-divisions projected for that

district. The local limits of the Sylhet munsiffis were re

adjusted, and the jurisdiction of the Small Cause Court in that

district was finally determined. The thannah divisions in the

district of Cachar were also re-arranged during the year.

In connection with the revision of boundaries, the work

carried out during the year consisted of the definition of

the boundary between the district of Cachar and the district

of the Khasi and Jaintia Kills, the prosecution of the demarca

tion of the Garo Hills and Maimensingh, and Giiro Hills and

Khasi Hills boundaries, and the completion ofthe survey of the

boundary between the district of Kamrup and the district

of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, and its permanent definition.

6. The principal event of the year in connection with

Relations with tributary states the dependent State of- Manipur was the

and frontier aiiairs. investigation by an officer of the Assam

commission, under the orders of the Government of India, into

certain charges made against the Political Agent, Dr. Brown,

by the Durbar. The conduct of the Durbar in this matter was

considered most unsatisfactory.
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The question of the acquisition by the Maharajah of

land iu British territory was raised during the year, and it was

decided, with the approbation of the Government of India, that

any further acquisition by him of land within our districts should

be prohibited.

Two political detenus, Gokul Singh and Doyabunda

Singh, were released during the year and permitted to return

to Manipur.

With the exception of the Angami Nagas and the

Abors, the various frontier tribes witli whom we have political

relations gave no cause for disquiet during the year under review.

On the contrary, the friendly intercourse with the hill men at the

large annual fairs has been productive of excellent results, and,

with the exceptions above noted, their attitude has been eminently

pacific.

The turbulence and ferocity which characterise the

principal villages of the Angami Nagas were manifested again

this year in frequent outrages on their weaker neighbours; and

besides raiding on villages in Manipur territory they ventured

ultimately to attack a village in British territory. In February,

1877, a band of Naga warriors from the powerful village of

Mozema passed across the border into North Cachar, and attacked

the British-Naga village of Gumaigaju in retaliation for an old

grudge, killing some of the inhabitants, and carrying off some

booty.

The necessity for the repression of outrages upon

British subjects such as that described being imperative, the

Government of India have sanctioned a punitive expedition

during the cold weather of 1877-78 against the offending

communities.

The Abors committed no overt act of hostility; but,

were it not for the fact that the survey party, wdiich operated

in the lower range of hills north of the Brahmaputra, was

protected by a strong military escort, they would probably have

opposed its advance. Their attitude at present is unsatisfactory,

and they threaten to intercept the communications of the friendly

Mishmis with the plains.

7. Parties of the Topographical, Trigonometrical, and

Revenue Surveys were at work in the
Surveys. . . » , .

Province during the year, and a survey

of the Dikhu Valley was'undertaken, with a view to test the cost
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of laying down a light railway from the coal-fields of the Sibsagar

district to the hanks of the Brahmaputra. No report, however,

has been received of the operations of this last-mentioned party.

The main work of the Topographical party consisted of the

exploration and survey of that portion of the Lakhimpur district

known as the valley of the Xoa Dehing. The Trigonometrical

party were employed in still further extending the triangulation

to the head of the Assam Valley, and two peaks on the lower

range of the Abor Hills were occupied, thus enabling the party

to complete important observations.

The principal work of the small Revenue Survey

party employed in the Assam Valley consisted of the survey of

the la and nisf-kheraj estates in the Kamriip district. Good

progress has been made, but the work is of an intricate and

tedious nature, and the Chief Commissioner cannot look

forward to its carl v completion. Some additional work in

connection with the survey of the waste land grants and revenue-

free tenures in Darrang was also finished during the year.

8. In addition to the ordinary annual settlement work in

Assam Proper, the settlement work in

settlements. progress during the year consisted of the

re-settlement of ilam estates in Sylhet, the re-settlement of other

petty scattered estates in that district, the re-settlement of the

Jaintiá pergunnahs, the settlement of waste land in Cachar,

and petty re-settlements in Goalpára.

The settlements in Assam Proper were made during

the year in the usual manner, and resulted in an increase of

revenue of Rs. ОЗ.Л80 over the revenue of the preceding year.

This increase was due to extension of cultivation.

Fair progress was made in connection with the work

of re-settling the ilam estates in Sylhet, with the result of a

considerable addition to the land revenue.

The same may be said with regard to the other petty

Bcattered estates in Sylhet.

Owing to the collapse of the organized opposition to

the settlement proceedings in 1875-76, measurement operations

in the Jaintiá pergunnahs progressed rapidly, and without

interruption. It is expected that the measurement work will

be completed by November, 1878. The rates of assessment for

eix pergunnahs were provisionally approved of during the year
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by the Chief Commissioner, and submitted for the sanction of

the Government of India.

Waste land in Cachar continued to be taken up during

the year on the terms obtaining in that district. There is

nothing particular to note here regarding either these waste

land settlements, or the petty re-settlements in Goálpára.

The settlement of the Eastern Duárs in Goálpára

expired on the 31st March, 1877, but instructions were issued

during the year by the Chief Commissioner for the conduct of the

revision of settlement, and preliminary arrangements were made

by the Deputy-Commissioner before the close of the year for

carrying it out. A detailed account of the entire settlement

operations will be given in the report for 1877-78.

9. The system in force since 1862 for the disposal of

waste lands, of selling them revenue-free
Wasteland». ' о _

in tec-simple, was discontinued from the

commencement of this year. The objections to thus forestalling

the revenue, while the expenses of administration must

necessarily increase, and the land also rise in value with the

development of the country and the improvement in commu

nications, led to the substitution of a system of granting the

land on perpetual lease on specially favourable rates of

assessment for the first thirty years, and afterwards chargeable

only with the usual rates of assessment current in the district.

24,444 aerea of. waste land were leased under these new

rules during the year, and, in addition, 1(54,623 acres were

applied for, but not finally allotted during that period. Only

one grant, comprising an area of 1 ,500 acres, which was under

clisjxjsal at the time of the abolition of the old system, was sold in

fee-simple during the year. In addition to the above, 24,580

acres of land were taken up for tea cultivation in Cachar and

Sylhet under the special rules obtaining in those districts.

In. Assam Proper, 6,319 acres of waste land were

taken up on ordinary revenue-paying pottah. and 80 acres were

granted at reduced rates.

10. The estates under the care of the Court of Wards

during the year were the same as during
W»rdi estates. . ° -•? , . о

the preceding year, lucre is nothing

of any special importance to record concerning them.
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11. The details embodied in the report show that the

working of the police during the year
POHCC. „ Г, • Л Г. rri ] , Г*

was fairly satisfactory. 1 he conducto!

the men was, on the whole, fair, and no serious charges were

preferred against, the force. Particular attention was paid to

drill during the year, more especially in the case of the frontier

police. Measures were introduced with a view to increase the

efficiency of the village and river police in Sylhet. A slight

addition was made to the total number of the municipal police

during the year.

A considerable increase of crime reported as true by

the police above the figures for 1875 is exhibited by the returns

for the year under review. It is not easy to determine whether

this increase indicates an actual increase in crime, or whether

it is the result of increased exertions on tlw part of the police.

The result of the cases reported true by the police

was a little better than in the previous year. Crime in the

hill districts would appear to be on the increase. As the

administration of these tracts improves, an increase in reported

crime is only to be expected.

12. There is little to record with reference to jail manage

ment during the year. The buildings
Prisons. • i i • i V

remained much in the same state as in

previous years. The required improvements can only be

gradually effected as funds arc available for the purpose. Both

the daily average number of prisoners and the gross prison

population were larger in the year under review than in the

preceding year. There were lew escapes from the jails during

the year, and jail discipline appears to have been fairly

maintained.

The average cost per head of each prisoner was some

what less in 1876 than in 1875.

The average death-rate during the year was higher than

in the previous year, the season generally having been, as

already remarked, a rather more unhealthy one.

The sanitary condition of the jails was generally good,

and their internal management satisfactory.
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13. As compared with the year 1875, there was a decrease

in the number of offences reported, and an

increase in the number of persons brought

to trial, during the year -under review. The percentage of

convictions was higher, and the percentage of acquittals lower,

in the latter than in the former year. The decrease in the

number of offences reported has been attributed to the generally

good outturn of the crops during the year. The results, as

compared with those shown by the figures for the previous

year, are fairly satisfactory. Heinous offences formed a very

small percentage of the total number of offences committed, and

the number of persons committed to the Court of Sessions was

email. T lie result of cases committed to the Court of Sessions

was, however, very unsatisfactory. There was a slight increase

in the number of cases in which whipping was awarded as a

punishment, but the percentage of such cases on the total number

of persons punished is still very low. , The unpaid magistracy

continues to perform much useful work. •

14. There was a decrease in civil business, as compared

with 1875, the number of original suits

instituted being 19,779 against 20,811 in

the preceding year. The bulk of the decrease occurred in

Sylhet, and is attributable partly to the short harvest in that

district, and partly, perhaps, to the changes in the location of the

numsiflV courts, consequent on the opening of the new sub

divisions. The number of cases disposed of during the year

was 19,839, as compared with 21.311 disposed of in 1875, and

the total value of the cases decided was Rs. 22,70,269, against

Rs. 22.95,168 in the preceding year. The greater portion of the

suits instituted were for small amounts. There was a decrease

in the number of rent suits, and a slight increase in the number

of cases of the Small Cause Court class. No other points call

for notice here.

15. There was an increase in the work of the Registration

Department during the year under review,

9,004 documents having been presented

for registration, as compared with 8,356 documents presented

for registration in the previous year. The receipts during the

year amounted to Rs. 15,202-5-9, against Rs. 14,440-5-3 in

1875-76. At the same time, there was a decrease in expenditure

of Us. 1,272-9-0. These results are certainly satisfactory. The
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returns show a very marked increase in the number of optional

registrations effected, as compared with the preceding year.

No addition was made during the year to the existing number

of registration offices, and the Chief Commissioner cannot look

forward to an early extension of the rural sub-registry system.

16. No addition was made during the year under report

to the number of municipal institutions
Municipalities. - . . ,., ¿- _

already existing. liiere is not much to

note regarding the working of the municipalities. Their receipts

and expenditure, respectively, were larger during 1876-77 than

during 1875-76, and though no works of any extent were

executed, still the funds at the disposal of the several municipal

committees were, on the whole, expended with judgment.

17. Experiments in agriculture and horticulture at the

Shillong Model Farm were very much
Agriculture and Horticulture. , • i i • i i -i

restricted during the period under review,

in consequence of its financial ill-success, and there is little of

interest to record in connection with it, with the exception of

the experiment in growing wheat.

18. Much real advance has been made by the Forest De

partment in this Province during; the year
Forests. , . , Jl J

under report. An area of b/7 square

miles has been added to the reserved forests, thereby

securing some very valuable forest tracts from certain

destruction. Demarcation work was pushed on actively

during the year, and the measures taken to protect the forests

from tire were successful. Revised rules were introduced

during the year, which it is hoped will have the effect of still

further ensuring the protection of the forest tracts. Seme

measures for the conservancy of the valuable forests in the

Khási Hills were also inaugurated. The receipts of the

department during the period under report were Ks. 81,568, as

compared with Us. 1,07,301 in the previous year, showing a

decrease of Ks. 25,733. This decrease is, however, only

apparent, and is attributable to a transfer of the revenue derived

from "Elephant-catching" and "Soom Forests" from the head

''Forest Revenue" to the he:ul "Miscellaneous Land Revenue."

The expenditure during 1876-77 amounted to Rs. 89,919-11-9,

against Us, 61,883-11-8 in 1875-76.
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The financial results, as exhibited by the above figures,

cannot be called satisfactory, but it is obvious that the Forest

Department in Assam must necessarily be for some time to come

a deficit department. Seeing that the principal work of the

newly-constituted department has been to take under its

protection and endeavour to resuscitate forest tracts long exposed

to reckless and wanton destruction, and to preserve tracts of

valuable forest where a demand has not yet arisen, it is only

to be expected that expenditure should for some time exceed

income. The addition of fresh reserves must also necessarily

entail at the outset additional charges not covered by increased

production. The expenditure may, however, be safely looked

upon as an investment that will produce large future profit.

19. Arrangements were made for the first time during

^^ the year under review to register the

trade between this Province and frontier

States. Owing to unavoidable delay, however, operations did

not commence till late in the year, and statistics for the whole

year are, therefore, not available. Instructions have been

issued, which it is hoped will have the effect of rendering the

returns of trade more valuable than the fragmentary statistics

which have been compiled can be said to be.

20. The final grant to the Public Works Department for

the year amounted to Rs. 8,69.087, and
Public Works. , J . ,. ,

the total expenditure amounted to

Rs. 8,14,195, leaving a surplus of Rs. 54,892, whereas in the

two previous years there had been a deficit. The department,

as will be seen from the details given in the body of the

report, displayed much activity during the year, and can show

a really good outturn of work. Among the most useful of

the projects undertaken or continued by the department during

the year may be enumerated the construction of telegraph-

offices in connection with the extension of the line of tele

graph to Upper Assam, the commencement of important

alterations in, and additions to, the Sylhet Jail, the prosecution

of the most important road in the Province, the Assam Trunk

Road, and the opening for traffic of the Shillong Cart-road.

21. The net surplus revenue of the Province from

Imperial and Provincial Services, and
General revenue. г i i TUT ••IT* J i •

Local and Municipal ruuds, during
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187G-77 was Rs. 20,44,477, against Its. 18,81,711 in 1875-7G.

The aggregate net income from all the ahove sources in 1875-76

amounted to Rs. 67,86,165, and the expenditure to Rs.

49,04,394. In the present year the net income was less,

amounting to l?s. 66,60.900, but the expenditure was reduced

in greater proportion, being Rs. 46,16,423. The falling off in

aggregate income is, however, only apparent ; there has been

no diminution in the resources of the Province. Imperial

revenue, on the contrary, shows a slight increase. The decrease

is due to the income of the preceding year having been swelled

by special additions, Rs. 1,00,329 having been specially granted

in that year to Provincial Services, and Rs. 42,694 having been

credited from the Bengal Government to Local Funds as

balances of old accounts.

22. The total gross receipts under the several heads of

Imperial civil revenue in 1876-77 were
Imperial revenue and flnanoe. n r r r>/* i • i f»

Its. 55,86,763, as compared with Ks.

56,10,094 in the preceding year, showing a net decrease of

Rs. 23,331. The total civil expenditure during the year

under review amounted to Rs. 36,43,141, against Rs. 36,39,963

in 1875-76, showing a net increase of Rs. 3,178. The

decrease in the receipts was chiefly under the heads " Land

Revenue" and " Stamps." The causes of this decrease

(apparent only in the case of land revenue) will be found

explained in detail in the body of the report. There was,

however, a considerable compensating increase under the heads

" Forests," " Excise," and " Miscellaneous." The aggregate

increase in expenditure was Rs. 1,28,675, of which lis. 60,600

were nominal ; the rest was incurred principally under "Forests,"

and also under other heads. The comparative increase was,

however, reduced by the absence of the grant of Rs. 1,00,000

made in the previous year to Provincial Services.

23. The current demand on account of ordinary land

T , revenue during the year, as compared
Land revenue. • 1 1 t i /• i •

with the current demand oi the previous

year, shows an increase of Rs. 1,13,911. This increase is due

partly to the extension of cultivation, and partly to the

re-settlement of estates at enhanced rentals.

On the other hand, the current demand on account of,

miscellaneous land revenue shows a falling off of Rs. 65,146,

as compared with the current demand for 1875-76. This
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fallin«; off is due partly to the fact that many of the elephant

melials were allowed to rest during the year, and partly to the

exclusion from the demand of the year of the sums which,

though due on account of the year, were not legally recoverable

before its close.

24. The excise revenue of this Province shows a steady

increase. The total net abkari revenue

(inclusive of the sale of opium) during

the year amounted to Rs. 14,09,752, as compared with

Rs. 13,90,408 in 1875-76 and Rs. 13,59,331 in 1874-75.

Deducting the receipts from the sale of opium, the net excise

revenue of the year under report and of the two previous years

was Rs. 2,27,158, Rs. 2,07,205, and Rs. 2,02,969, respectively.

The increased revenue during 1876-77 has been mainly under

the heads " country spirits," "imported wines," and "ganja,"

and has been obtained by raising the taxation on the vend of

the commodities, chiefly by putting up local monopolies to

auction, while, at the same time, consumption has been checked.

25. The gross receipts on account of stamp revenue during

the year amounted to Rs. 4,87,332,

against Rs. 5,06,115 in the preceding

year, showing a decrease of Rs. 18,783, as compared with the

receipts for 1875-76. The principal immediate causes of this

diminution ofincome are apparently a decrease in the amount of

litigation, in the value of suits, and in the number of deeds of

sale executed during the year. What more remote causes may

have produced these conditions is not so clear. The greater

circulation of currency notes and the introduction of supply-

bills, combined with a decrease in monetary transactions in

Cachar, are also said to have contributed to this result.

26. The receipts and charges during the year under Provin-

котеппв та finance other cial Services amounted to Rs. 17,65,430

than imperUL and Rg 16,79,387, respectively, showing a

surplus of Rs. 86,043. This result, considering that the previous

two years closed with a deficit under this head, is very satisfac

tory. Expenditure had to be largely reduced in order to produce

this result. Public Works alone show a decrease of nearly two

lakhs.

27. The figures under this head show a surplus. Details

are given in the body of the report, and
Local Funds. - ° . - . J. , , ,. r . ' ,, .

there is nothing special to notice m this

summary.
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28. The Chief Commissioner regrets that the returns of

vital statistics are still as untrustworthy
Births and deaths. , , -, -, i* л

as ever, and that no déductions oí the

slightest value can be drawn from them. The necessity for

exercising supervision in this matter has been strongly

impressed upon district officers; and it is hoped that, with

respect to the selected areas, at least, approximately true

statistics may be obtained in future. To the obtaining of trust

worthy general statistics, Colonel Keatinge does not look

forward very hopefully.

29. For the reasons given in last year's report, no

comparison can be attempted between the
Immigration. .l . , . l , . ,

statistics for the year under review and

those for the previous year, but the returns for the year are

themselves complete. These returns show a total increase in

the immigrant population of the Province during the year

of 23,071 souls. A considerable further increase of this popula

tion may be looked for in future years, as, with the extension of

the tea-industry the demand for labour becomes greater every

year, and, with increased facilities of communication, the

obstacles in the way of supplying this demand will gradually

diminish. The condition of the immigrant population is

decidedly good. They are, as a rule, well-housed and cared for,

and cases of ill-treatment are very exceptional. The main

causes of desertion may be said to be the desire for change and

and the temptation of securing a fresh bonus on re-engagement.

The opening of the Northern Bengal Railway as inr

as Rangpur will lessen the present high cost of importation,

and will, at the same time, no doubt, considerably reduce the

percentage of mortality among the immigrants on their upward

journey.

30. The number of dispensaries was increased by one

during the year. There has been a
Medical relief. -Ï П • • , i /•

considerable increase in the number oí

patients treated, and in the number of operations performed.

Financially speaking, the result of the working of these

institutions has been fairly satisfactory ; but it is questionable

whether they are as popular as they should be among those for

whose benefit they are established.
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31. There is only one lunatic asylum in this Provinco,

Lunáticas lums. *^e Tczpur Asylum, which was opened on

the 1st April, 1876. The building is

merely of a temporary character, to supply the immediate needs

of the Province until such time as funds are available for the

construction of more suitable and permanent accommodation for

the insanes. The institution, such as it is, has been found to

answer its purpose as well as could have been expected.

32. But little advance has been made during the yew in

the matter ofsanitation. In the principal

sanitation. towns sanitary measures have been adopted

with the best results ; but anything like a general system of

rural sanitation is impossible without a very large expenditure,

altogether out oí proportion to the population and resources of

the country. The peculiar formation of the country, and the

habits of the people, are almost insuperable obstacles in the way

of sanitary reforms.

33. Vaccination operations in this Province are on a

VMC small scale, and the staff of vaccinators

is limited. The total amount of work

done during the year under report was only at the rate of 4'99

vaccinated per 1 ,000 of the population. In particular districts,

however, a much larger percentage was obtained. Vaccination

operations have in many parts to contend with much passive

opposition.

34. The working oí the Education Department during

the year must be pronounced to haveEducation. , * . , ,' . " w

been, on the whole, fairly successful.

Though there was a decrease in the total number of schools,

still there was an increased attendance, and, at the same time,

there was a considerable reduction in the total expenditure

on education.

The reduction in the number of schools was among

the classes of schools known as the middle vernacular and

middle English. Primary schools were two more in number

than last year. Higher-class schools remained the same.

The increased attendance at the primary schools was

considerable, the middle vernacular schools alone showing a

falling off.
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The contribution of the people towards the cost of education

was greater in 187G-77 than in the previous year, being 32 per

cent, of the' total cost of educational operations against 29 per

cent, in 1875-70.

The duty of inspection appears to have been adequately

performed by the subordinate officers of the department.

The normal schools supplied a fair number of recruits to the

lower ranks of the teaching agency of the Province.

One of the technical schools has proved fairly successful,

the other, never popular, was closed during the year.

35. CONCLUSION.—The year's administration has been

comparatively uneventful. It has not been marked by the

introduction of any important change or new measure, with

the exception of the abolition of fee-simple sales of waste lands.

The more immediate wants of the country have, however, not

been overlooked, and the foundations of still furtherimprovements

have been laid. More, indeed, might have been effected, had

not the necessity for retrenchment and economy, in consequence

of the financial deficits of the two preceding years, crippled

the provincial resources.

The spread of cultivation and the continued extension

of the tea industry are gratifying proofs of the healthy growth

of the natural development of the Province, while the

advance of the Trunk Koad throughout the Assam Valley,

and the extension of the line of telegraph to the most distant

head-quarters station, Dibrugarh, are among the instances of the

furtherance of this growth on the part of Government.

The general executive machinery of Government has,

the Chief Commissioner thinks, worked throughout the

Province with satisfactory efficiency, and with no lack of zeal

on the part of the officers engaged in it.
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CHAPTER I.

PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY.

SECTION 1.—CHANGES in ADMINISTRATION.

1. (a) General.—The only alteration in the powers of the Admi-, _, . „ nistration which has to be recorded during the

Investiture of the Chief Com- . . •«■#•■ 6 .
miMioner with powers under Act year is tho investiture ot the Chiet Commis

sioner with powers under Act VII. of 1870

(Court-fees Act) by a notification in the Gazette of India, dated 23rd

June, 1877.

2. (b) Political.—The Sibsagar Inner Line, under Regulation V.

of 1873, was notified bv tho Government of
Sibsagar lanerLine. Qn ^ 21gt 187G rp^ y]uQ fo],OW8

the southern revenue survey boundary of the district from its eastern

limit, namely, a point on the Disang river, to its western limit, a point

on the Doyang river.

3. The demarcation of the Inner Line in Lakhimpur has been

i*khimpux and Cachw inner finished, but the demarcation of the Inner Line

!■"><»• on the southern frontier of Cachar has been

delayed. It will, however, shortly be completed.

4. A form of pass, framed in accordance with the provisions of the

regulation above quoted, has been adopted, and is now in force in all the

districts to which the Regulation has been extended, viz., Lakhimpur,

Darrang, Sibsagar, and Cachar.

5. Establishments have been sanctioned for each of the three

new sub-divisions in Sylhet, Sunamganj, Lash-
sub-diruionsinsvihet. karpur) and Latu, and tho Sunamganj sub-

B



2 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

division was opened in December, 1876. The Chief Commissioner

purposes opening tlie two other sub-divisions at an early date, and sites

are being selected for their respective head-quarters.

6. (d) Revision of district and internal boundaries.—The boundary

c«cbar and Jain tid h uis bonn- between the district of Cachar and the district

da,->- of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills was found to

need rectification, and two officers, Messrs. Shadwell and Damant, were

specially deputed for this duty, under Section 10, Act XXII. of 18(19.

The boundary was properly defined, and duly approved of by the

Government of India on the 28th July, 1877.

7. The demarcation of those boundaries has been proceeded with

Garo iiiiis ami Mninmnsing. and durinctbe year, but has not yet been com-
Gaio Hills und Kbiisi Jlills . .~ rlM " i i • i . , i
boundwks. ploteu. llie boundaries have not as yet been

notified.

8. The survey of the boundary between the district of Kamrup

and the district of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills
Ktortp-Khosi mils boundary, ^ completed) an(1 has been defined by

permanent marks. The boundary, having been approved of by the

Government of India, was notified in the Gazette of India dated Cth

September, 1876.

9. Tho local limits of the munsiffis in tho district of Sylhet wero

Revision of the munsiifi juris- re-adjusted bv a notification in the Assam
dictions m syibet. Gazette dated 12th May, 1876. The jurisdiction

of the Small Cause Court Judge of Sylhet was also settled.

10. The thannah divisions in the district

of Cachar were re-arranged by a gazette noti

fication dated 8th May, 187G.

11. The commission which was appointed to adjudicate on the

Garo Hiiis and Goaipdra claims for compensation consequent upon the

boundary. re-adjustment of the Giiro-Goalpara boundary

under Section 7, Act XXII. of 18G9, as mentioned in last year's report,

completed their investigation and reported, in July of this year, the

award which they proposed to make in each case. These awards the

zemindars concerned, with one exception, refused to accept, and filed

civil suits against Government contesting the validity of the demar

cation and the legality of the assumption of the management of tho

villages under the Act by Government. The cases came on for preli

minary hearing and determination of issues in the succeeding February.

Meanwhile, further negotiations were enterad into with the zemindars,

and terms of mutual compromise were proposed, differing somewhat

from the awards of the commission, which they seemed prepared to

accept, the legal aspect of the boundary proceedings remaining for the

decision of the Supreme Government.

Revision of thonnui bounda

ries in Cachar.
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SECTION II.—RELATIONS WITH TRIBUTARY STATES AND

FRONTIER AFFAIRS.

TRIBUTARY STATES.—MANIPUB.

12. As regards the dependent State of Manipur, tho political

relations with which aro partially conducted by the Chief Commissioner,

there is little to chronicle.

The question of the acquisition by the Maharajah of Manipur

of land in British territory was settled during the year under review.

Jt having come to the knowledge of the Chief Commissioner that the

Maharajah held under settlement pottah extensive lands in Sylhet and

Cachar, Colonel Keating« expressed to the Government of India his

opinion that it was undesirable that the Maharajah should acquire land

in British territory. In this opinion the Government of India concurred.

The Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar was accordingly directed to cancel

the proceedings in all cases in which settlement had not been actually

concluded with the Maharajah. The land already acquired by the

Maharajah the Chief Commissioner decided he should be allowed to hold,

but he forbade him to acquire any more. Later on, a similar question

arose as to the settlement of certain ilam estates in Sylhet, to which the

Maharajah had a claim to re-settlement. In this matter, the Chief Com

missioner ruled that, as regards such estates acquired by the Maharajah

previous to the date upon which the distinct prohibition against his

acquiring land in British territory was communicated to him, the settle

ment, though it could not be made with the Maharajah directly, would

be made with any British subject whom the Maharajah might select as

responsible for the revenue.

The question of the definition of the boundary between Manipur

and British territory in the direction of tho Naga and North Cachar

Hills was alluded to in last year's report. Ko progress has been

made in the matter during the year under review. It was arranged

to form one of the subjects for debate at a conference to be held at Shillong

in September, at which the Political Agent, Manipur, and the Political

Officer, Naga Hills, were to be present.

The two political detenus, Shekor Singh and Nirjit Singh (men

tioned in para. '27 of last year's report), are still under surveillance at

Svlhet. Their behaviour during tho year under report has been

peaceable. Two other detenus, Gokul Singh and Doyabunda Singh,

were, under the orders of the Supreme Government, forwarded by the

Government of Bengal to the Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar, who

released them on tho boundary between Cachar and Manipur.

The subject of tho importation of arms and ammunition into

the Naga Hills from Manipur has engaged the Chief Commissioner's

attention during the year, but no tangible result has as yet been elicited.
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The Manipur Durbar have, on several occasions, complained

of raids by .Nagas from British territory upon Naga villages in Manipur

territory. Measures to be taken for putting a stop to these raids have

been ordered by the Government of India, and will, it is trusted, be

carried out early in the present dry season.

An investigation, which had been directed by the Government

of India to be made into certain charges preferred by the Maharajah

against the then Political Agent, Dr. Brown, was conducted at Manipur

by Colonel Sherer, an officer deputed by the Chief Commissioner for the

purpose, under instructions from the Supreme Government. The result

of the inquiry was that the charges made against Dr. Brown failed

altogether to be substantiated. His death, unfortunately, occurred before

the inquiry was concluded. An officer from the Assam Commission

was temporarily appointed to conduct the duties of Political Agent,

until the appointment of Dr. Brown's successor.

Fkontier Tribes.

13. A detailed description of the various tribes with whom we have

political relations was given in last year's Administration Report. In

the present, as in the last report, these tribes are treated of in the order

of their- geographical position.

Bhutias.

14. Our relations with the Bhutias throughout the year were

peaceful. In May, 1877, one Gaicha, a Bhutan Soobnh and Vakeel

residing at Buxa, who described himself as an agent of the Del) Rajah,

addressed two communications to the Deputy-Commissioner of Goiiipara,

with reference to certain tolls. These letters were subsequently forwarded

to the Commissioner of Kuch Behar, in accordance with the course

prescribed by the Government of India. The letters called for no further

action on the part of this Administration.

On hearing of the visit of Mr. Anley, District Superintendent

of Police, Kamrup, to Dewangiri in February, 1877, a Bhutia official, a

nephew of the Jogga Rajah, set out for that place, accompanied by

a party of Bhutia soldiers, in order to obtain an interview with

Mr. Anley. Mr. Anley had, however, left Dewangiri before the arrival

of the Bhutias, who despatched after him a complimentary letter,

and a present for the Deputy- Commissioner.

From the beginning of January to the end of March, 1877, the

usual bands of traders from among the Bhutia tribes bordering on the

district of Darrang came into that district, and drove a steady trade

with the Kacharis, and Marwari and other merchants.

The Sath Rajahs of Kariapara and Chakpuar.

15. The Sath Rajahs of Kariapara paid a visit to the Deputy-Com

missioner of Darrang at Udalguri on the 1st February. The object of
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their visit was to urge upon the Deputy-Commissioner the desirability of

suspending the operation of the Inner Line .Regulation with respect to

their territory. They represented that they were put to much inconve

nience, owing to the fact that our ryots, who are annually employed hy

them in carrying grain to Amratol, the first stage in the hills, are com

pelled to take out passes. In reply, the Kajahs were informed that, if

they would give the Deputy-Commissioner a list of the names of the ryots

they had engaged for the current year, a general pass would he issued

in their names. The K.ijahs were also very anxious that the large weekly

market held at Kalaigaon should be closed for two months in the year,

on the ground that it drew away a large quantity of the grain which

formerly found its way to Udalguri. This request, however, could

not possibly be complied with.

16. Towards theclose of December, 1876, the Deputy-Commissioner

of Darrang, Colonel Sherer, having heard that the Rajahs of Shergaon and

Kupraigaon, commonly called the Sáth Bajaba of Chárduár, had come

down to their annual trading place at Daimárá, two miles due north of

our boundary line, sent them an invitation to be present at the Durbar

about to be held at Те/pu r, for the proclamation of Her Most Gracious

Majesty the Queen as Empress of India. The Rajahs readily accepted

the invitation, and arrived at Tezpur on the 1st January, where they

took part in the Durbar proceedings held on that day. They were

afterwards received by the Deputy-Commissioner in open court,

•when they were paid their pensions, and the object of the assumption

of the title of Empress by Her Most Gracious Majesty was explained

to them. The Kajahs reported that all was quiet in their country,

and gave expression to most friendly feelings towards the British

Government. Before leaving, they questioned the Deputy-Commissioner

•with respect to the guard which had been placed at Daimárá, at the mouth

of the pass, for the purpose of the registration of foreign trade statis

tics; and, upon Colonel íáherer explaining to them the reason for the

Îuard being stationed there, they expressed themselves quite satisfied.

t is a fact worthy of note that the Rajahs made no allusion during their

visit to the boundary question, which they invariably discussed at former

interviews.

17. The representatives of the Thehengia Bhutias came down,

as usual, to receive their pensions. They evinced a very friendly spirit.

BHUTIA FAIRS.

18. A short history of the establishment of these fairs, as far as

could be ascertained, was given in last year's report (pages 8 and 9).

19. Tlie UtMffiiri Fair.—This fair was held, as usual, in the month

of February. The attendance of the hillmen was less than during the

previous year (their number being estimated at 590 only), owing to an

outbreak" of snwll-pox in the Mangaldai sub-division. One Bhutia
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who attended the fair was attacked by the disease, and the news, reaching

other Blmtias who were on their way to the fair, deterred them from

proceeding thither.

The Chief Commissioner was himself present at the fair, and,

while there, received a visit from the two Bhutia officers who are known

as the Gelling Rajahs. These officials wore what the Chief Commissioner

believes to be Chinese mandarins' hats. They had been invited to meet

Colonel Keatinge. These officials ordinarily remain at Amratol while

the Bhutias are in the plains, bat on this occasion they readily accepted

the Deputy-Commissioner's invitation. On the 9th February, the

Rajahs and their attendants were received by the Chief Commissioner

in open durbar, when they presented a petition, asking for the

suspension of the Inner Line Regulation. They were told that, on a duly

authenticated application being made from the proper quarter, the Chief

Commissioner would take the matter into consideration. The Rajahs left

for Amratol after receiving their pension. They appeared to be very

favourably impressed with all they saw. It is to be hoped that in future

they will be regular visitors at the fair.

The Deputy-Commissioner calculates the exports at Rs. 13,805,

and the imports at Rs. 44,439. The exports in 1875 and 187(5 were

ascertained to be Rs. 35,432 and Rs. 50,425. respectively. The cause

of the decrease in the value of exports is attributed by the Deputy-

Commissioner partly to the small attendance of hillmen, and partly to

the fact that much of the grain which used to be sold at the Udalguri

fair is now sold to the Bhutias at the weekly market held at Kalaiguon.

20. Kerkana Fair.—The Kerkaria fair was held this year at

Khagrapara, near Bongbari, within the Inner Line, and not at Kerkaria,

as last year. The value of the imports from Bhutan were calculated

at Rs. lit, 897, and that of the exports from Assam at Rs. 9,(569. The

exports show a great falling off, as compared with the figures for the

previous year, Rs. 16,078; but the Deputy-Commissioner thinks that

a large portion of the goods exported escaped registration. The attend

ance of the hill people at the fair was calculated at 324, double the

attendance at the previous year's fair. The behaviour of the Bhutias

was all that could be desired.

21. Daimdrd Fair.—Tin's fair was held again this year at Daimara.

The imports were calculated at Rs. 3,727, and the exports at Rs. 11,833.

The imports show a falling off, but the exports show a considerable

increase, the figures for the previous year having been Rs. 7,452 and

Rs. 5,(53(3, respectively. The Deputy-Commissioner considers that the

statistics of trade at this fair are correct, as the registering officer

occupies a most advantageous situation, rendering it almost impossible

for traders to evade him. He is, however, by no means satisfied as to

the accuracy of the statistics of trade for the other two fairs. Accuracy

can hardly be expected, but the Chief Commissioner thinks that the

figures are fairly approximate. The behaviour of the Bhutias at Daimara

was good.
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THE AKAS.

22. The Western or Hnzari-Khoa Akas showed themselves well-

disposed and peaceable throughout the year, and the Kapas-Chor Akas

behaved well on the whole. The two younger brothers of their chief

Mechi studied throughout the year at the Balipárá school. The arrange

ment in progress with this clan about the allotment of a tract of waste

land is ПОЛУ approaching completion, as they have finally selected the plot

to be assigned to them, and it now only remains to survey and mark

oft' the laud.

DUFFLAS.

23. The Paschim Dufflas living on the boundary of Darrang were

very peaceable during the year. They cam«, both hill and plains men,

as usual, to Tezpur to receive their allowance, and conducted themselves

•with propriety.

As regards the Tagin Dufflas, who live on the boundary of

Isorth Lakhimpur, the Assistant-Commissioner in charge of North

Lakhimpur reports that they came down in large numbers to trade, and

that they behaved well. ¡Since the close of the year, however, an

outrage was perpetrated by a party of Dufflas, who plundered the shop

of a Marvari merchant, and wounded two of his servants. Measures

bave been taken to exact reparation for the outrage, and to recover the

stolen property. The result will be detailed in the report for the current

year.

There were some instances dnring the year of the Dufflas

fighting among themselves in the hills. These internal fends, when

not carried to excess, do not, of course, concern us, save in so far as

the location of refugees with injuries to avenge in British territory may

lead to frontier complications. Pa k fi Gam is believed to be the principal

creator of disturbances in the hills. He lias been invited by Lieutenant

Maxwell, the sub-divisional officer, North Lakhimpur, to meet him

at Harmati, with a view to the settlement of these blood-feuds ; but

Pakfi, on one excuse or another, has put off the meeting from time to

time. Lieutenant Maxwell, however, does not despair of finally securing

an interview with this chief, and of putting matters on a satisfactory

footing.

THE Minis.

24. The Miris conducted themselves dnring the year under report,

as they have hitherto done, in an orderly and peaceable manner.

Lieutenant Maxwell paid a visit to their hills, and was received with

great hospitality, and with every sign of cordiality: volunteers were ready

to carry his baggage, and on his departure he was requested by the

leading chiefs to pay them another visit during the ensuing year.

THE ABORS.

25. The Abors Proper, or Bor Abors, gave no trouble during the

year, but their attitude was, as heretofore, more or less hostile and sulky.
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They were at first inclined to dispute the advance of the Great Trigono

metrical Survey party under Lieutenant Harman, R.E., for the purpose

of taking up survey points on the Nari and Pogarosi Hills, in the first

range of hills. They were, however, deterred from active opposition

by the presence of a strong escort of the 44th Sylhet Light Infantry

under Major Robertson, and the survey party occupied the desired

points without molestation. Further survey operations on the north

bank of the Brahmaputra, opposite the Abor country, have, however, on

account of the threatening attitude of these savages, been prohibited by

the Government of India.

Under the orders of the Chief Commissioner, a change was

introduced during the year into the system of distributing " posa"

to the Abors. Instead of, as heretofore, Government officers proceed

ing to certain points, and waiting until the Abors came to receive their

'• posa," the representatives of this tribe were ordered to attend at

Sadiya, and there to receive the "posa" due to them. This order,

after some demur, they obeyed. The above change was very neeessarv,

as, under the former system, the Abors were occasionally insolent,

and kept the officers awaiting their convenience.

The Deputy-Commissioner of Lakhimpur reports that the Abors

of Pasial are the chief instigators of mischief among the Abor tribes.

The Mishmis, &c.

2G. The Mishmis, Tvhamptis, and Singphos behaved very well

during the year; they attended the Sadiya fair, as usual, their chief

men receiving and giving small presents. The Topographical Survey

party under Lieutenant Woodthorpe, R.E., was employed during the

cold season in the Khampli-Singpho country, and, save one instance of

incivility, met with uniform attention and respect from these tribes.

The Mishmis are eager traders, and, for some time subsequent

to the close of the Sadiya fair, their trading parties kept coming and going

with merchandise, principally rubber. Their head chief, Lakow, is on

excellent terms with us, and remains in the plains so long as his trading

parties are on the move. It was reported to the Deputy-Commis

sioner that an attempt was made during the year by the Abors to form

an alliance, offensive and defensive, with the Mishmis, against our

Government, but the negotiations broke down. The communication

of the Mishmis with the plains via Nizamghat is more than ever

threatened by the Abors, some of whom have come down and settled in

the plains towards Nizamghat. This move may, possibly, cause future

complications.

Sadiya Fair.

27. The usual annual fair was held at Sadiya on the 3rd January,

1877, and subsequent days, and is reported by the Deputy-Commissioner

to have been a success. The hillmen, especially the Chulikata Mishmis,

attended in considerable numbers, and a fairly brisk trade was



RELATIONS WITH TRIBUTARY STATES AND FRONTIER AFFAIRS. 9

carried on. There was also a large" attendance of Europeans.

Athletic sports and horse-races took place, in which the hillmen showed

considerable interest : afterwards, native games were held, in which

the hillmen joined. On the fourth day, the Deputy-Commissioner held

a durbar, at which he received the various hill chiefs, making and

receiving small presents. Very few Abors put in an appearance.

Their absence is hardly to be regretted, as, had thev attended in largo

numbers, an affray betweeen them and the Chúlikáta Mishmis, with

whom their relations are by no means friendly, might have resulted.

The Depaty-Commissioner estimates the value of the exports

and imports at the fair at Rs. 19,915 and Rs. 54,724, respectively. The

exports show a considerable falling oft', as compared with the preceding

year. The figures are, however, only approximate. The Deputy-

Commissioner remarks, moreover, that the valuation of the articles is

somewhat arbitrary.

The Chief Commissioner considers this fair, next to the Bhutia

fair at Udalguri, to be the most important of all the frontier fairs, аз

it affords a means of entering into communications with the tribes lying

behind the Mishmis towards Thibet and China. The first necessity is a

safe road to the plains, and this Colonel Keatinge will do his best to

secure; but the settling of the Abors near Nizámghát, as already

mentioned, is calculated to block communication.

THE NAGAS.

28. As in last year's report, the Nagas directly under the jurisdic

tion of the Political Officer of the Naga Hills will be treated of in the

account of the administration of the hill districts. In this portion of the

report, oar relations with the Nagas generally may be discussed. The

conduct of the Naga tribes bordering on the districts of Nowgong,

Sibsagar, and Lakhiuipur has been, on the whole, satisfactory during

the year. Petty thefts along the border were as numerous as ever,

but none of the cases presented any special features. There was

one case of murder by Nagas in Sibsagar : two boys of the

KJmhima tribe of Nagas murdered an Assamese villager and his

daughter, in consequence of a dispute about paddy which they had with

the former. The murderers were tried, and sentenced each to trans

portation for life. One serious case occurred in Sibsagar: a party of

the Lnngtai Nagas, who are at feud with the Kamsingia Nagas, not

being able to attack thu latter in the hills, came down to tho plains and

lay in ambush for their adversaries on the Kamsingia path, within

the Inner Line, and made an attack upon the first party of them

who appeared. Only one man, however, was slightly wounded.

Two of the offenders were captured, and were detained as political

prisoners for a period of G6 days, when they were released upon their

entering into an engagement not to again carry on their fends within

the Inner Line. In the same district, an affray took place between

some Talajoo Nagas, who were working on a tea-garden, and a trading

с
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party of the Changtoong Napas, on account of a quarrel about a dao.

Thirteen of the rioters were captured, and sentenced to one month's

imprisonment each.

The Deputy-Commissioner of Sibságar reports that the Nagas

of the Kongon and Namsangia tribes readily furnished the labour

required by the survey partv employed in exploring the line of railway

from the coal-beds in the Dikhu Valley.

The, result of the punitive expedition against the village of

Ninu and other villages implicated in the attack upon Lieutenant

Holcombe was detailed in last year's report. During the year under

review, the Chief Commissioner extended pardon to the Ninu men, and

permitted them to occupy the site where their village formerly stood,

upon their headmen coming to Jaipur with presents, and humbly sueing

for pardon.

The. annual amount agreed upon was paid during the year to

the Nagas, on account of the withdrawal of their claims to certain land

beyond the Lakliimpur Inner Line, ar.d, as far as they are concerned, no

trouble is now anticipated in the matter of the Námsang and other

gardens situated near the Na£ra frontier.

THE MIRIRS.

2!(. The Mikirs showed themselves throughout the уечг, as hereto

fore, to be a quiet inoffensive people, and gave no trouble whatever.

TRIBES OF NORTH CACHAR.

30. In the report for 1875-76 it was stated that the tribes

inhabiting the North Cachar Hills suffered somewhat from the troublesome

visits of the Angami Nagas. Hitherto, these savages have generally

confined themselves to extorting blackmail from the hillmen bevond our

district borders, but during the year under review they ventured a step

further. On the 24th February, 1877, a raid was committed by a band,

of about twenty Angami Nagas on the British Naga village of Gumaigaju,

situated about eight miles to the west of the frontier outpost of Assalu.

The attack was made shortly before daybreak, and resulted in six of the

villagers being killed and two wounded. Some property, including

two guns, was carried off. It has been since ascertained that the

raiders came from the Angami village! of Mozema. A punitivo

expedition is to bo sent against ¡Mozema during the cold weather of the

current year.

The draft regulation for the administration of North Cachar,

alluded to in last year's report, is no longer under the Chief Commis

sioner's consideration, as the Frontier Tracts Regulation, a draft of

which has been submitted for the approval of the Government of

India, will, if approved, render further special legislation for this tract

unnecessary.
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The establishment of a civil officer in these hills is, in the

Chief Commissioner's opinion, a necessity for their duo administration

and for their further development. He trusts that before long it may be

possible to provide for this want.

KLTKIS, LUSHAIS, AND OTHER HILL TRIBES ON THE SOUTHERN FRONTIER

OF CACHAR AND SYLHKT.

31. Our relations with these tribes have been very friendly during

the year under review, which has been further signalized by a visit of the

Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar to Lushai territory. In January, 1877,

Mr. H. Luttman-Johnson, then Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar, accom

panied by Extra-Assistant-Commissioner Hari Charan Sarmah, liai

Bahadur, and by Mr. Savi, Assistant-Superintendent of Police, in com

mand of 50 men of the frontier police force, entered Lushai territory at

Changsil Bazar, on the Dhulcswar river. From thence, the party marched

through the hills to Sonai Bazar, and then proceeded to Kulicherra mukh,

on the Barak river, at which point they took boat, returning to Silchar

by way of the Monierkhal outpost. Mr. Johnson spent altogether about

three weeks in the Lushai Hills, experiencing much hospitality from those

of the inhabitants with whom he came in contact. He was unfortunately

unable to arrange an interview with either Sukpilal or Khalgom,

these chiefs excusing their non-attendance on different grounds. The

Deputy-Commissioner, however, paid a visit to, and received a visit from,

Sailengpoi, who is said to be the favourite son of Sukpilal. Sailengpoi

evinced during the interviews a most friendly disposition. The tour

was, on the whole, most successful, an issue due to a great extent to

the caution and tact displayed by Mr. Johnson. It is desirable,

the Chief Commissioner thinks, that the Deputy-Commissioner of

Cachar should pay occasional visits to these hills. Such visits enable

that officer to bring his personal influence to hear upon the chiefs, an

influence which can be most usefully exercised in settling their internal

quarrels.

Tiiere is little reason to fear any immediate raids into British

territory by the Lushais, but- internal feuds lead to the location within

our boundaries of refugees, and, thereby, to possible complications. The

steps taken by the Chief Commissioner to obviate such difficulties have

been detailed in last year's report.

Little is known of the internal movements of these tribes during

the year, our only source of information being the traders who attend

the Lushai bazars. It was reported that an expedition had been

undertaken by Sukpilal's son, Lempong, and Laljika in October, 187(3,

against Pugrying, a Syloo village, in which the village was plundered

and several of the inhabitants carried away into slavery. Recently, news

has been received that fighting has broken out between Khalgom, the

most powerful of Sukpilal's sons, and the eastern Lushais under Poiboi.

The quarrel is said to have originated through Khalgom having jhumed

land to which Poiboi laid claim. Poiboi' and Lalhai would appear to be
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often guilty of acts of oppression towards the weaker chiefs. In 1875-7(5,

Tantow, a petty eastern chief, having been attacked and robbed by Poiboi,

came and settled near to Tipai Mukh. The Chief Commissioner, consi

dering his location in this place objectionable, ordered him to return

to Lushai territory, or to move to a safer spot,—he adopted the former

course. Subsequently, twenty-two families of Tantow's village

came into British territory, and asked for protection, saying that they

could no longer tolerate the constant oppression they suffered at the

hands of Poiboi and Lalhai. They stated that Tantow himself had

lately been seized by Poiboi, and placed in confinement, but bad been

released at the instance of Lengkam. These refugees have been located

for the present in the Kuki village, on the west bank of the Barak

river, opposite the mouth of the Jhiri river.

Our trade with the Lushais continues to decrease, owing to the

gradual exhaustion of their rubber- supply. Before long, this commodity

will cease to be procurable in Lushai territory, and then the almost sole

inducement to traders to resort to the Lushai bazars will cease to exist.

Owing to the decrease in the rubber-supply, several of the shops that

previously existed in these bazars have been closed. There were formerly

six shops at Changsil Bazar, eight shops at Sonai Bazar, and five shops at

Tipai Mukh. It is reported that six out of these nineteen shops have

now been closed. The price of rubber, moreover, has fallen in Calcutta,

and the profits from the trade have decreased. The Deputy-Commissioner

fears that there will shortly be an almost complete cessation of trade

between our districts and Lushai land. This result is much to be

regretted.

32. On the whole, the tribes bordering on our frontier have,

with the exception of the Angami Nagas and the Abors, given no

grounds for complaint, and the year has been almost unmarked by border

disturbances.

33. There now only remain to be treated of the tribes who are

more or less under our direct administrative control, viz., the Nagas of

the Naga Hills district, the Khasias, and the Garos.

Naga Hills District.

34. The report of the Political Officer shows that our power is

slowly becoming consolidated in this district, although the Angami

Nagas have continued during the year under review their raidings and

head-taking among themselves, and in one instance, as already related

in para. 30, made an attack upon a British village. The Chief Com

missioner is fully convinced that here especially the exhibition of

a firm policy is imperatively needed, in rigorously prohibiting such

outrages for the future, and in reducing to a submissive attitude the

two most arrogant of the villages, Aiozema and Konoma, who are in

nearly all cases either the instigators or perpetrators of these deeds

of violence. Such a policy has been recently sanctioned by the Supreme
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Government, and it. is confidently expected that the measures which

will be taken during the present cold weather will bear the fruit

anticipated from them.

The weaker villages continue to seek our protection, and the

voluntary submission of three more communities, vis., Zowna, Nidzuina,

and Hemmah, has been received during the year.

The villages previously taken under our protectorate have

steadily increased the area of their cultivation. This is a very

encouraging fact, and, no doubt, has had a strong effect in inducing

others to follow their example. Jn all, a total of 14 villages have

thus come under our protection as revenue-paying subjects.

The system of receiving delegates from the more important com

munities has continued to work well.

Preparations are in progress to remove the head-quarters

station from Samaguting to Wokha, or some other more healthy

situation.

Trade of a certain kind is already fairly active in these hills,

and, when tranquillity is thoroughly established, will no doubt consi-

derably expand.

Road-making has been carried on with energy during the

year, and the Nagas of the eastern parts are said to have flocked to take

employment on these works. This is a gratifying sign of their inclina

tion for settled pursuits. A school has been successfully opened at

Samaguting, and the dispensary at that station is growing in popularity.

KHÁSI AND JAINTIÁ HILLS.

35. The Seiins and Sirdars of the petty States in these hills have

generally behaved well during the year under report. It was only

necessary to inquire into one case of mal-administration during the

period.

The Seim of the State of Nongspung died during the year, and

a successor was duly elected.

There is every evidence that trade in these hills is in a thrivin«1

condition, and capable of much expansion.

Communications have been kept in good order, and the cart-road

between Shillong and Gauhati has been opened for traffic. The

prices of food and labour have remained almost stationary.

GARÓ HILLS.

;5<3. The attitude of the Garos throughout the year has been

markedly quiet. They may bo said to have already become peaceful

and orderly subjects. Some old feuds were settled during the year.

Communications have been kept in fair order.
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Vaccine operations among the Garos have boon successful, and

the progress of education under the management of the Missionaries

is very fairly satisfactory.

The Luskers and Lnkhmas have, with some few exceptions, been

well-behaved, and have discharged their duties satisfactorily.
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CHAPTER II.

AMINISTEATION OF THE LAND.

SECTION I.-SURVEYS.

37. Topographical.—During the winter of 1876-77, No. 6 Topo

graphical Survey Party was employed partly in the Khasi Hills and

partly in the Lakhimpur district. Major Badgley, in charge of the

party, was employed in the revision of the maps of the country border

ing the road from Shillong to Gauhati; Messrs. Chennell and Robert

surveyed the boundary between the Khasi Hills and Kamrup; and

Lieutenant Woodthorpe and Mr. Ogle surveyed the country at the foot

of the hills to the south-east of the Lakhimpur district, known as the

Valley of the Noa Dehing.

In the Khasi Hills, 369 square miles were surveyed on the

scale of 1 mile to the inch, and the Khdsi-Kamrup boundary was finished

on the scale ^ a mile to the inch.

In Lakhimpur, about 717 square miles were surveyed on the

scale of 2 miles to the inch. The country surveyed in each ease was very

wild, and covered with forest and other jungle, and had little in it of

interest; but the geographical results obtained in the Lakhimpur district

were very valuable.

38. Trigonometrical.—At the close of the field season of 1875-7(5

the principal series of triangles of the Assam Valley series had been

carried up as far as Dibrugarh church. In 1876-77 the series was

taken up the course of the Brahmaputra River, and completed finally

as far as Sadiya quarter-guard.

A connection was also made with the "H. S. of Manabum," of

the Topographical Survey, a point about 18 miles cast of Sadiya, and the

whole of the snowy and other peaks surrounding the head of the Valley

of Assam were fixed. It was found, however, necessary to fix other

stations on the peaks of the Abor Hills on the northern side of the

valley.

Two selected peaks, named "Dipa" and "Nari," were accord

ingly visited in the month of January >by Lieutenant Hannan's party,

accompanied by a small military escort, and observations were made

from them, a rough sketch of the topography of the intervening

tracts being at the same time obtained.
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Besides the work of the principal series between Dibrugarh

and Sadiya, the branch series, "Dibrugarh to Jaipur" (designed to fix

the position of two hill peaks on the outer range of the Naga Hills),

common to the Revenue and Topographical Surveys, was carried on.

The cutting of all the rays of this branch series was accom

plished, but some observations remained to be effected, which it is hoped

will be taken early in the ensuing field season.

39. I'erenue.—In last year's report the operations of Mr. Patterson,

Revenue Surveyor, first grade, and his party in connection with the

survey of the waste land grants and the revenue-free tenures in the

district of Darrang were detailed in full, and it was stated that the

work was successfully brought to a close in that district on the 1st

April, 1876. Subsequently, however, the cancelment by the Chief

Commissioner of the escheat to Government of certain la-kheraj holdings

in that district necessitated their survey. In addition to this work, the

party surveyed three waste land grants, and the boundaries of three

mouzahs and of two la- and nisf-kheraj estates in the same district.

The principal work, however, upon which Mr. Patterson and his

party were employed during the year was the survey of the la and

nisf-kheraj estates in the Kamrup district. The outturn of the season's

work of Mr. Patterson's party has been as follows :—

(1) The preliminary interior survey of 224 estates, with an

approximate area of 20,(100 acres.

(2) The final boundary survey of 75 estates or holdings, com

prising an area of 6,249 64 acres.

In addition to the above, the interior and final boundary survey

of two waste land grants, comprising an area of 962 61 acres, was

completed.

In co-operation with Mr. Patterson. Babu Fatick Chandra Barua,

Extra-Assistant-Commissioner, on special la-kheraj duty, was employed

in identifying and determining the areas of the la-kheraj and nisf-

kheraj holdings in Kamrup. He adjusted and demarcated during the

year 1,522 estates, comprising an area of 42,706-93 acres. Of these,

444 estates, with an area of 33,454-54 acres, were made over to Mr.

Patterson for final survey. The total number of estates demarcated by

the special Extra-Assistant-Commissioner from the commencement of

his operations up to the 31st March, 1877, has been 1,738, with an area

of 62,660*41 acres. Of these, in all 623 estates, comprising an area of

51,769*54 acres, have been made over to the survey party. The total

number of such holdings in Kamrup being 4,642, with an area of

533,599 acres, there still remain 2,904 estates, comprising an area of

470,938-59 acres, to be demarcated.

The Chief Commissioner cannot therefore expect the completion

of the survey operations in Kamrup for several years to come.

40. Iiailiray.—A survey of the Dikhu Valley was undertaken, with

a view to test the cost of laying down a light railway from the coal-fields

of the Sibsagar district to the banks of the Brahmaputra. No report,

however, has been received of the operations of the survey party.
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SECTION 2.—SETTLEMENTS.

41. Work in hand.—The settlements in progress during the year

were—

(1.) Re-settlement of ilam estates in Sylhet.

(2.) „ of other petty scattered estates in Sylhet.

(3.) „ of Jaintiá, in Sylhet.

(4.) Settlements of waste land in Cachar.

(5.) Petty re-settlements in Goálpára.

(6.) Annual settlements in Assam Proper.

42. Re-settlement of ilam estates in Sylhet.—The progress made in

the ilam settlements was as follows:—

In 360 estates measurements were made, in 447 measurements

were tested, and in 260 settlements were concluded during the year

under report. Of these 260 estates, one was redeemed at 25 years'

revenue, four, comprising 8,527 acres of waste land, were settled for 30

years at a progressive revenue, and the rest were settled for a period

expiring in A.D. 1892. The 260 estates settled during the year covered

an area of 16,755 acres, and were assessed at Us. 22,37 5, against Rs. 3,430

of the previous assessment. The average assessment per acre of the

land settled, was Re. 1-5-4, or He. 0-9-8 less than the average of the

previous year's assessment.

There remained at the close of the year 158 estates, compris

ing an area of 154,294 acres, to be measured; 463 estates, comprising

73,358 acres, to be tested; and 411 estates, with 66,705 acres, to be

settled.

The cost of the ilam settlement work during the year was

Rs. 11,118, or at the rate of 10^ annas per acre settled, against 14 annas

per acre in 1875-76.

43. Re-settlement of other petty scattered estates in Sylhet.—Of

the petty mehals other than ilam under settlement in the district

of Sylhet, 647 estates, comprising an area of 2,853 acres, were

settled in 1876-77 at a revenue of Rs. 3.40(5, or at about Re. 1-2-7 an

acre. The former assessment of these estates amounted to Rs. 1,828. Of

these estates, one was settled in perpetuity, two were settled for one year,

and 644 for a term expiring in A.D. 1907.

The petty settlement work pending on 31st March, 1877, was as

follows :—

Number of Aren in

estates. acres.

Remaining to be measured 92 919

„ „ tested 91 7,213

„ „ settled 474 6,986

The cost of these settlements during the year was Rs. 6,122.



18 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REfCK.T.

44. Re-settlement of Jaintid, in Sylhet.—Of the 17 pergunnahs into

which Jaintia was divided by Lieutenant Thullier at the survey in 1838-40,

twelve pergunnahs and nearly three-fourths of the thirteenth have now

been measured, with the view to re-settlement. An area of 185,403 acres,

comprising 14,689 tenures, was measured in 1870-77, against an area

of 20,901 acres, containing 3,7(58 tenures, measured in the previous year.

Taking the total area of Jaintia to be 2,80,000 acres in round

figures, the area still remaining to be measured is 73,57(5 acres.

All the measurements made up to the close of the year have been

tested, and Mr. Beckett, the Settlement Officer, hopes that the Jaintia

settlement work will be completed by November, 1878.

Proposals for the assessment of the six pergunnahs noted in the

satimnk. ciiowra, Bajcroj, margin were submitted by the Settlement Officer
Bordesli.Baorbhag.Chatul. j_ ■_ _ n 1 • • n

during the year, and were provisionally

sanctioned by the Chief Commissioner, subject to the confirmation of the

Government of India. The proposals involved an unavoidably large

increase of rates, owing to the almost nominal rates imposed at the last

settlement. The Chief Commissioner, however, considered it necessary to

reduce these rates, owing to the large increase in assessment involved by

them, but proposed to conclude the engagements only for a term of five

years. The additional revenue anticipated from the proposed revision of

assessment of these pergunnahs is estimated at Rs. 85,313, an increaseof

131 per cent, above the former demand, the increase being largely swelled

by the extension of cultivation as well as by the enhancement of the rates.

The proposals of the Chief Commissioner have received the sanction of

the Supreme Government since the close of the year, subject to a report

two years hence as to the working of the settlement.

The settlement work carried out in the Jaintia pergunnahs during

the year 1870-77 entailed an expenditure of Rs. 59,580.

45. Settlement of waste lands in Cachar.—The only settlement

work in progress in Cachar during the year 187(5-77 was the usual

settlement of waste lands newly taken up for extending cultivation.

There wrere 853 applications for disposal, inclusive of 536 pending

on 1st April, 1876, against 923 in 1875-70. Of the total number

of applications (853) on the file, 500 were disposed of during the

year, leaving 287 pending at its close. The area settled on the final

completion of the settlements was 21,907 acres, bearing a maximum

revenue of Rs. 15,995, against 20,070 acres, bearing a revenue of

Rs. 15,0i7, settled in the preceding year.

Of the land newly settled this year, an area of 16,053 acres was

taken up by tea-planters, the rest by ordinary cultivators.

There is only a slight difference between the number of new

applications filed in 1875-7(5 and of those made in 1870-77, the numbers

being 334 and 317, respectively.

46. Petty resettlements in Godlpdra.—In Goalpara the rcttlement

of six estates was effected during the year by the permanent establish

ment at the Deputy-Commissioner's disposal. The revenue assessed
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on these estates amounted to lis. 1,055, against Rs. 681, the revenue duo

on the former assessment, showing an increase of Rs. 374.

47. Resettlement of the Eastern Duars.—The last settlement of

the Eastern Duars lapsed on 31st March, 1876, but instructions were

issued by the Chief Commissioner for the conduct of the revision of

settlement, and preliminary arrangements were made by the Deputy-

Commissioner before the close of the year for carrying it out. A

detailed account of the entire settlement operations will bo given in

the report for 1877-78.

48. Annual settlements in Assam Proper.—Annual settlements in

Assam Proper were effected during the year for 420,022 holdings,

comprising an area of 1,315,377 acres, against 31)6,870 holdings, cover

ing an area of 1,258,277 acres, settled in the preceding year. The revenue

assessed on the area settled during the year amounted to Rs. 22,74,368,

against Rs. 22,10,988, the revenue assessed on the area settled in

1875-76. The increase in the area settled, and, consequently, in the

amount of assessment, is due to the extension of cultivation.

49. Ten-years'1 leases under the Assam Settlement Rules.—An

Acres, area of 10,304 acres, as shown in the margin, was

N^Sng ;; ;; granted daring the year on ten-years' leases,

6ii*i.jar .. .. m against 8,062 acres granted on decennial leases
Lakhuupur .. .. ,,8.>s . o ' v i • Til- 1-1

—■— in 18/o-<o. lii.xcept in Lakhimpur, which

district shows a very large increase, there has

been a falling off in the number of these leases.

A ten-years' lease seems to offer little attractions at present

to the Assam ryof, who finds in his customary annual pottah all the

security of tenure he desires, without any responsibility for the future.

The longer lease will ultimately no doubt become popular.

The measurement work and the compilation of the necessary

settlement statements being performed by the agency of the permanent

fiscal establishment at the disposal of the District Officers, the settlements

in Assam Proper entail no extra cost to Government.

SECTION 3.—WASTE LANDS.

50. The most important event in the land revenue history of the

specuiwagu uad lease of 1876. year waa tne abrogation, with the approval of

the Government of India, of the rules for the

sale of waste lands in fee-simple, and the introduction, in their stead, of

a perpetual lease giving a permanent, heritable, and transferable right

of use and occupancy in the land, with very favourable terms of

assessment for the first thirty years. The rates of assessment for the

first thirty years are as follows:—

Tsvo years ... ... free of revenue.

Four „ ... ... 3 anuas an acre.

Four „ ... ... 6 „

Ten „ ... ... 8 „

Teu „ ... ... 1 rupee an acre.
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After the expiration of the first thirty years, the land is to be assessed

in accordance with the law for the time being in force in the district in

which the land is situated, but no portion of it is at any time to be

assessed at a rate higher than is then payable in that district on the most

highly assessed lands cultivated with rice, pulses, or other ordinary

agricultural produce.

The procedure hitherto followed, in respect to survey,

demarcation, &c, previous to the sale of waste lands in fee-simple, is

also adopted in the case of these leases. The sale of the lease is

advertised in the local Gazette, and, in order that the transaction may

be a sale, and not a gift, a price (one rupee per acre for the present)

has been fixed. Besides this, royalty on timber, if there be any on the

land leased, is realized at the prescribed rates, if the timber comes under

the head of " reserved timber," otherwise, at rates proposed by the

Deputy-Commissioner and approved of by the Chief Commissioner.

These latter rates vary according to the varying conditions of the lands

leased.

Generally, the land is leased to the applicant, but whenever there

are more applicants than one for the same land, the lease is put up to

auction amongst such applicants, and sold to the highest bidder.

The following table shows the area of land leased in 187(5-77

under the New Rules, as compared with the area sold in fee-simple in

1875-76:—

District.

Waste land prnnted
under the Fee-

Bimple llulea iu 1875-7G.I

Number of
applica
tions.

Area in

■Waste land granted

under the New Lease
Rules in 1876-77.

Nnniber of
applica
tions.

Area in

Cachar

Sylhet

Kamrup

Darrang

Nowgong

Sibsagar

Lakhiinpur

Khasi Hills

Total.

3

4

6

16

29

2,449

957

2,679

11,080

1

1

6

7

6

9

2

17,066 03

69

1,121

1,026

1.517

13.795

1,019

4,314

1,583

24,444

The above statement speaks for itself. It is observed that

24,444 acres of waste land were leased during the year under the New

Rules, against 17,035 acres sold in fee-simple in 1875-76. Besides, 268

applications, for an area comprising 1(54,623 acres, remained undis

posed of at the close of the year. 13,795 acres were leased in Nowgong

during the year under review, against 957 acres sold in 1875-76. The

paucity of applications under the New Rules in Cachar—one of the

most important of the tea districts in the Province—is explained by the

fact that the planters there prefer, as stated in the previous year's
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report, to take up- land under the "Jangalburi" or cultivation lease

rules in force in the district.

The total demand on account of the price of the leases, and

the royalty on timber amounted to Rs. 32,956, vis., Es. 24,477 on

account of the leases, and Rs. 8,479 on account of timber; of tho

above, Rs. 30. (557 were realized during the year, leaving Rs. 2,299

unrealized on 31st March, 1877.

51. With the exception of the district of Sibságar (where one

lot was sold), no sales of waste lands in fee-
dmpia, gimple took place during the year. The lot of

•waste land referred to above as having been sold in Sibságar was

advertised before the promulgation of the New Lease Rules. It covered

an area of 1,500 acres. The price realized was Rs. 12,050. Three

waste land grants in the same district, sold in previous years, were

surveyed during the year, and their areas and price adjusted.

52. During the year under report, 17 Old Assam Rule grants,

comprising on area of 12,216 acres, were com-
' nnuicgnmt«. muted to fee-simple at a cost to the grantees of

Rs. 57,376, or Rs. 4-11-1 per acre; 7 grants, comprising an area of 6,284

acres, were resumed; and 527 acres were found deficient on the

survey of certain grants, leaving at the close of the year 84 grants,

with an area of 89,141 acres, on original terms, of which 51,176 acres

came under assessment up to 31st March, 1877. Tho revenue-free

term of the rest has yet to expire.

53. During the year under report, 24 Jangalburi leases were

Jepdbnri or cultivation issued to planters in Cachar, and four to

ka** ш the surma Valley. planters in Sylhet. In 1875-76, thirty such

leases, covering an area of 11,544 acres, were issued in Cachar, but

none in Sylhet. The area covered by the leases issued in the former

district in 1876-77 amounted to 16,053 acres, while the area granted

under these leases in Sylhet in the same year amounted to 8,527 acres.

The abolition of these Jangalburi leases is in contemplation, as the

Government of India has signified its desire that a uniform system of

leasing waste lauds should prevail throughout the Province.

54. 12,458 acres of waste land in Assam Proper as shown below

ordinary leases m Aisam were taken up for the cultivation of tea during

Proper- the year under the ordinary settlement rules at

the usual rate for faringhati lands, while leases for 80 acres in the district

of Nowgong were granted, for special reasons, at reduced rates. In

1875-76, 5,596 acres at full rates, and 3,571 acres at reduced rates were

taken up for tea cultivation.

Darning 5,849

Nowgoiig 50

Sibsagar 420

Lakhiiupur 6,139

Total 12,458
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SECTION 4.—GOVERNMENT ESTATES.

55. In last year's report the Jaintia pergunnahs in Sylhet and

the Eastern Duars were included in the list of Government estates;

but it is questionable whether these tracts, which, while the proprietary-

right in them vests, it is true, in Government, are settled regularly for

a term of years with the cultivating occupants on the ryotwari system,

ought to be retained in tins classification. In respect of this proprietary

right vesting in Government, to the exclusion of individuals, the

position of these tracts in no way differs from the general land tenare

of all Assam Proper, and the ilam lands of Sylhet.

It will be better, therefore, to exclude theso tracts from consi

deration as Government estates, and to treat under this category only

the scattered estates in Sylhet and Goalpara, in which the proprietary

right has been acquired by or lapsed to Government. There are 219 of

these estates in the Sylhet district, with a current demand of lis. 7,270,

and 400 estates in Goalpara, assessed at Re. 50,274.

In the district of Goalpara there was an arrear balance, due

on the 1st April, 1876, of Rs. 8,732, thus making the total demand for

the year 1870-77 amount to Rs. 59,000; of this sum, Rs. 49,547 were

collected and Rs. 87 remitted, leaving at the close of the year Rs. 9,372

unrealized. The most part of this balance was due from the Sidli estate,

which is managed under the Court of Wards. The cost of collection

charges amounted to Rs. 113.

SECTION 5.—WARDS' AND ATTACHED ESTATES.

56. The estates to bo reported on under this head are the same

as were reported on in the previous year, viz. :—

(1) Tin; Sidli estate in Goalpara.

(2) The estate of the minor liar Kumar Pal in Sylhet.

(3) The estate of the minor Giilam Armani in Cachar.

57. The settlement of this estate with Rajah Gowri Narain

expired on 31st March, 1877. The future

management of the estate depends, therefore,

entirely on the decision of the Government of India regarding its re

settlement, proposals for which have been submitted in this office

No. 1,104, dated 30th April, 1877.

Of the total demand of Rs. 43,007, on account of rent due to the

n<! estate, a sum of Rs. 25,904 was realized, and

• Current 3o,oi« Rs.2,489 were remitted, leaving a balance of Rs.

Am"r 18,861 14,014 at the close of the year. A portion of

this balance is reported to be irrecoverable, and the remainder is in

course of realization. A sum of Rs. 5,180 has been collected since the

close of the year.

Adding to the rent (Rs. 25,904) collected during the year

the balance of Rs. 1,334 in hand on 1st April, 1876, and miscellaneous
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receipts, Rs. 10, the total income of the year amounted to Es. 27,248,

•which was disbursed as follows :—

IU.

Government revenue paid 20,000

Establishment and charges for the collection of rent l/.Kio

Law expenses 20

Maintenance of the Uaj:ih and his family 1,791

Education of the minor son of the Rajah 1,"41

Miscellaneous expenses 321

Cash balance in land 2,104

Total 27,248

The estate is indebted to the extent of Rs. 8,349. Arrange

ments have been made for the early liquidation of this amount.

A sum of Rs. 7,G85, on account of Government revenue, was

also outstanding at the close of the year; of this amount, Rs. 5,186 has

since been paid in.

58. The rental ofthe various estates belonging to the minor HarKumár

Pal amounted to Rs. 41,074, viz., Hs. 12, (¡27

current and Us. 29,047 arrear rents; of this sum,

Rs. 7,480* were collected, and Rs. 93 remitted

during the year under report, leaving abalance of

Rs. 34,101. Thewholeofthe arrear balance is not

now recoverable. The arrears of I8u'u-70 and 1870-71 had lapsed by

limitation before the estate came under the management of the 'revenue

authorities, and those of 1871-72 had lapsed in 1875-76, owing to the

difficulty in instituting suits, in consequence of the old zcmindari

accounts being in a confused state. An adjustment of the collection

accounts with the former sarbarakars has been completed, and the

result lias been reported to the Chief Commissioner since the close of

the year. These accounts, however, do not supply the place of a proper

rent-roll, which is still wanted. The Deputy-Commissioner is endeavour

ing to place the condition of the estate on a satisfactory footing, a

matter of much difficulty. The annexed statement shows the receipts

and disbursements during the year:—

Har Kumar Pal's estate.

Rs.

'. 751

6,7 Д>

Total 7,4M)

• Cnnent

Arrear ,

Booeipte. Amount. Disbursements. Amount.

Rs. Es.

3440Cash balance from last year. 7,350 Government revenue paid

Rents collected 7,480 Management of the property and 3 4->7

liebte recovered 1 142 the cost of collection

Sale-proceeds of moveables, Law expenses 2 517

&c 30 Maintenance of the minor and 4'5fi

Refund of the excess amount

drawn by a uiuburrir ... 1

his family.

Education of the minor 269

Monthly grants, religions cere

monies, and other miscellane

ous expenses 903

Debts paid 1 847

Cash balance in favour of the 3,105

Total 1C 003 Total 1C 003
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Tho whole of the Government revenue due from the estate

was paid in during the year. Steps are being taken to reduce both the

cost of management and the cost of collection to as low a scale as

possible.

The minor is prosecuting his studies in the Government

school at Svlhct, and the head-master reports his progress to be fair.

50. The estate of Gulam Armani is in a fairly solvent condition.

The estate^ the minor Guiam Out of the total rental demand of Rs. 632,* a

Bs. sum of Us. 430 was collected and Rs. 29 were

* 2^\V.\\""7.'.V.V.- nl remitted, leaving Rs. 173 unrealized at the close

Total ~wi °^ *uo .vear- Nearly the whole of this amount

— is reported to be realizable.

Of the total amount* at the disposal of tho estate, Rs. 206

• cash balance from pre- Rs' were paid as Government revenue, Rs. 38 as

■vious y«ajK j collection charges, Rs. 94 for the maintenance

nirc o'r an 'elephant of the minor and his family, and Rs. 104 as
belonging to the minor _4S omtingmt charg(,s. The contingent charges

Total would appear to be high, but this is on account

of an item of Rs. 86 paid to the old manager of the estate before it

came under the revenue authorities.

60. Besides the three estates noticed above, another very small

estate in Sylhet, belonging to one Sheik Hilu Miyan, yielding a rental of

Re. 1, with a sadar jama of 3 annas, was brought under attachment

during the year at the instance of tho criminal court. This estate has

been sold since the close of the year.
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CHAPTER IIT.

PROTECTION.

SECTION 1.—(Blank.)

SECTION 2.—COURSE OF LEGISLATION.

61. Besides the general Acts of the legislature affecting this

Province in common with the rest of British India, only one special

legislative enactment has been introduced during the year, viz.,

Regulation I. of 187(3 (a Regulation for the peace and government of

the Giiro Hills district).

This Regulation was proposed by tho Chief Commissioner and

sanctioned by the Government of India during the preceding year, and

its purport and extent have been set forth in the report for 1874-75 and

1875-76, Part H.B., para. 9. It came into force on the 1st April, 1876.

62. The proposed Regulation for introducing local rates for

roads and similar purposes in the Province, which had been originally

laid before the Government of India in the preceding year, was again

submitted for further consideration, after receiving such emendations as

appeared necessary. Final orders as to its adoption or rejection have

not yet been received.

63. The measure of introducing the Scheduled Districts Act

(XIV. of 1874) into the Province was also a subject of correspondence

with the Supreme Government..

64. Two Acts of the Bengal Council were also further extended

to other parts of the Province. Act VI. of 1868 (B.C.)—an Act to

provide for the better regulation of police in towns and for the

conservancy and improvement thereof—was extended to the town of

Dibrugarh in the district of Lakhimpur by notification in the Assam

Gazette dated 17th March, 1877.

65. The provisions of the Gambling Act, II. of 1867 (B.C.), were

extended to the towns of Sylhet and Jaintiapur.

I



2<> ABSA1I ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

SECTION 3.-POLICE.

fiti. The strength of the Assam police force at the close of the

«.—,»«,..#«. i year 1876 was 3,374 men of all ranks. Thestrength of the force- • it- , i i ■

permanent additions made to the force during

the year amounted to 19 men.

The proportion of mow employed on purely police work to

area and population in the several plains districts is shown below:—

Number Area in
square
niilcs.

Proportion of
police to area
(square niilea).

Proportion of
police to

population.

Districts. of
police.

Population.

2G4

247

188

123

IGO

136

359

268

4.433

3,373

3,413

3,G48

2,84G

3,145

5,440

6,000

444,000

561,631

236,009

256.390

296.589

121,267

1,719,539

205,027

1 to 16-79

1 „ 13-65

1 „ 18-15

1 „ 29-65

1 „ 17-78

1 „ 23 12

1 „ 1515

1 „ 18-65

1 to 1,680

1 „ 2,273

1 „ 1,255

1 „ 2,084

1 „ 1,853

1 „ 891

1 „ 4.789

1 „ 7G5

Total 1,745 31,298 3,840,452 1 „ 17-93 1 „ 2,200

The relative proportion of the principal castes or religions in

the force is given in the following table:—

Christians •66

Hindus 56-95

Goorkhas 1218

Sikhs... •95

Muhammadans .. 7G8

Manipuris 2-19

Khasias 113

Nagas, Garos, and Knkies ... 608

Cacharie8 and Rabahs 11-92

Kliamties, Mikirs, Burmese, and Bhutias. •27

67. The budget grant for the Assam police for the year 1876-77

Bud t was Rs. 6,03,866, out of which the actual ex-

' ' penditure amounted to Rs. 5,91,599; thus, the

cost of tho police falls at the rate of 2 annas and 3 pie per head of the

population. In Bengal, the rate per head is 1 anna 1 pie, while it is 2

annas 2 pie in the Central Provinces and 2 annas 3 pie in the Panjab.
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The total strength and cost of the municipal police through

out the Province, as it stood at the close of the

year, are shown below :—

68

Municipal police.

Districts.
Snb-In-
upectora.

Hend-
Constnbles.

Constables. Total. Cost per annum.

Ks.

Svlhet

1 3

2

6

36

30

6

40

32

534

5,940

2.750

Cacliar 9 9 933

1 5 81- 87 10,157

During the year under review, municipal police

entertained for the first time in the town of Goalpara.

have been

69. Sylhet is the only district in which village police, properly

viiiago police. speaking, exist. A greater degree of attention

was paid to the working of this force during

the year, and some degree of improvement was effected in its organiza

tion. A fund was formed from the fines imposed on the village chauki-

dars, from which rewards are paid to the men of the village police who

distinguish themselves. Measures were also taken to ensure punctuality

in paying the chaukidars.

The introduction of the Bengal Chaukidari Act into the

district of Goalpara is at present under consideration. In Assam Pro

per, the mouzahdars and mandals perform, to a certain degree, the

duties imposed elsewhere upon the rural police.

70.

Patrol police.

The system of patrolling rivers exists in the district of Sylhet

only. The actual work done by the river police,

as shown in the returns, is small, but the indirect

benefit is considerable. Although but few cases have been brought to

light by their agency, yet the almost entire cessation of river dacoitios

on the Sylhet rivers, where this crime was formerly common, may fairly

be ascribed to them. Some improvement was effected in the organiza

tion of this branch of the police force during the year. Two additional

outposts were established in the Nowgong district for maintaining the

patrol of the Assam Trunk Road, and one new outpost was added in the

Sylhet district.

71. The separately-organized frontier police in Sylhet and

Frontier police Cachar continued during the year to prove

themselves to be a most efficient and useful

body of men. The police of the Naga and Giiro Hills remained on

the same footing as before reported.

72. More attention has been paid to drill during the year than

Drill. has been possible formerly.
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The want of a good drill-instructor in Kanirup has been

supplied by transferring an officer from the Garo Hills police force to

that district.

The frontier police in Sylhet and Cachar have been regu

larly instructed in company drill and skirmishing, the manual and

platoon exercises, and relieving guards and sentries. During the year,

100 men of the Cachar frontier police have gone through a course of

musketry instruction and target practice.

73. During the year new short Enfield and muzzle- loading rifles,

with ordinary bayonets, were supplied to the

police of the districts of Darrang, Sibsagar,

and Lakhimpur.

Armg and accoutrements.

74. A new

Buildings.

police station-house at Gauhati, which was much

wanted, was completed by the Public Works

Department during the year. No other new

buildings were added.

The aggregate expenditure incurred on police buildings and repairs

during the year was lis. 12,086.

75. In a force of 3,3(53 regular police of all ranks, the number

Deduction, from the force. strnck °ff the rolls from all causes in 1 876

amounted to 432, or 12'84 per cent., as shown

below, against 412, or 12 o3 percent., in 1875. The resignations alone

amounted to 5'20 per cent. The deatb.-rate, l-63 per cent., was low.

Desertions amounted to only *74 per cent., and occurred entirely among

the Naga Hills police:—

1878. 1876.

Resigned 487 520

Dismissed 256 360

Discharged 1-49 104

Deserted £6
•74

Died 2-18 1-63

Retired
•53 •63

Total 1233 12-84

The desertions and resignations are due principally, no doubt,

to the inadequacy of the pay allowed to the lower grades. Rs. 6, the

pay of the lowest grade of constable, is considerably less than that of

a common dav-labourer.

76.

Enlistment.

The number of constables who enlisted in the regular police

of the several districts of this Province during

the year was 472, of whom 230 were hillmen.

As in previous years, some difficulty was experienced in getting recruits

for the Naga Hills police.
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77. The number of convictions under the Penal Code during

under the the year was four, against five in 1875 and ten

jn 1874.

nnder Act v. of 78. The number of officers and men punished

1841- under Act V. of 1 8G1 is shown below :—

1874. 1876. 187».

53 GO 74

The following districts show the highest figures :—

Goálpára ... ... ... 20

Sylhet ... ... ... ... 14

Naga Hills ... ... ... 13

The number punished judicially was altogether 116, against

103 the year before; the number of those punished departmentally was

490, against 542 in 1875 and 048 in 1874.

In the districts below, the departmental punishments were

numerous:—

Sylhet ... ... ... ... 81

Cachar ... ... ... ... 67

Goúlpára ... ... ... ... 60

Darrang ... ... ... ... 58

Garó Hills... ... ... ... 56

Sibságar ... ... ... ... 53

79. No charges of torture, extortion, or maltreatment have been

C»M« of torture preferred against the police of this Province

for the last two years.

There were only two cases of misconduct which call for notice.

In one a constable absconded with the contents of the station treasure-

chest, and was ultimately arrested in Calcutta; in the other a sentry

accepted a bribe from the prisoner in his charge, and allowed him to

escape.

80. Seven officers and men were rewarded by special promotion, 18

Good conduct and rewards were rewarded by money rewards for energetic

conduct in capturing absconded criminals, and

11 were rewarded by good-conduct stripes for exhibiting more than

common ability and courage in the execution of their duties.

81. There are no police schools at present ; the very small

Education reserves at the head-quarters of most of the

districts prevent their introduction, but the

education of the men is not entirely neglected. The officers at tho

thannahs and outposts have been ordered to instruct those who show an

inclination to learn to read and write, and, where the men have leisure,

some progress has been made.
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82. The

Summonses and warrants.

statement below shows the number of summonses,

warrants, and other miscellaneous orders served

by the police during the last three years:—

Districts.

Warrants. Other orders. Totnl.

1874. I 1875. 1876. , 1874. I 1875. 1870. 1874. 1876. 1876. 1874. 1875. 1S76.

GoftlpAra
Krimrup. .
Darrang. .
Now^ong

mpurIjik.li
Byllu
Cacti ar
Kluisi Hills
Kftgu Hills

Total .

212
3s::|
S7

i.-..;|
2o:>

19')
,'.■-'7

401
20
IS

rm
813
1)9
31
sr.

49
690' 1,200

;,9.:
113
47

lOli

2,197

451

17
133
15
1'.

1,470
:«;;
595
756

1,740
6!)1

5,065
8,687
323
40

2,335! 2567 15,234'

I I

2.6S7
1,047
293
M

615
133

7,107
3,040 1

3011
20

3,013
716
41
7!)

931
229

7,354
1,464
260

451
303

2.925
1.691)
898
453

3.925
1,367

0011
231

15,327 14.077 12,856 11,397

229
617

2,671
515
«21l
934

3,96c)|

1.870
48:
JO,

271
648

3,S66
KS

»s 7

984'
6,744
1,812
3651

1

2.136
1,653
3.6(17
2.611
2.841
1.334
9.517
6.355
943
2s;<

14,111 30,286

3.2S2
2.257

8,077
t;!>;

1.350
1.1 OS

11.657
4361
750
7.,

3.675
1.57S
3.446
148

2.<»>4
1.2B2
14.298
3.409
6:to

1 1

29,059 30,455

The result shown in this table is one that was not anticipated ;

for, instead of the work of serving processes having diminished, owing

to the introduction of the new High Court Hules, it has in some districts

actually increased. It would seem, however, that some error has been

allowed to creep into the statements received from some districts.

83. The District and Assistant Superintendents performed their

inspection duties during the year most carefully
Inspection. r , , . o J J

and thoroughly.

84. The general conduct of the police has been fair throughout

_ the year. There is, no doubt, a want of detee-
Conduct of the force. a- l-l-i Il_ l i- li p

tive ability among the members ot the force, a

defect, however, in which the Assam police is by no means singular.

Detective talent is always a rare gift,—and in this Province the

difficult nature of the country, the habits of the people, and the absence

of a proper chaukidari system, render success still more difficult of

attainment. On the whole, taking into consideration the disadvantages

under which it. labours, particularly in the matter of the pay of its lower

ranks, the force may be pronounced to bo fairly efficient. A scheme

for its re-organization and improvement has been submitted to the

Supreme Government.

85. The following table exhibits the cognizable offences reported

in the Province during the last five years:—

1872. 1873. 1674. 187C. 1876.

8.582
7.592
7.076
4,145
2,711

8.313
6,968
6.606
3,788
2,602

8,861 ! 10,201
7.214 ■ 7,755

6.77S 7,387
4.102 4,476
2,419 2,574

10.900
8,207
7.839
4,886
2,659
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During the year under report, 10,900 cognizable eases were

reported, and 8,207 persons arrested. 7,839 persons were actually put

on trial, and, of these, 4,886 were finally convicted and 2,659 acquitted.

The remainder, 277, were pending trial at the close of the year, and 17

were otherwise disposed of, as follows :—

1 on bail.

16 died, trausferred, &c, after commencement of trial.

is73 4.131 The number of cases reported as

1875 !!."."!.'!".'.'".;; am false during the last four years is shown on the

i87« 2,497 margin.

The number of cases accepted as true during 1876 was

8,850, against 7,887 in 1875.

86. The following statement shows the true cognizable crime,

district bv district, as compared to area and population, during 1875

and 1876:—

Districts. Area,
Popula
tion.

True crime to
area (per square

mile).

True crimp to
population.

Persons put on
trial to area

(per square mile).

Persons put on
trial to popula

tion.

1875. 1876. 1875. 1 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1876.

Goalpani 4.433
3,373
3.413
8.648
2346
3,115
6,440
5,000

444.000 •13
•24
•21

11
■42
■13
•82
•85

•16
•29
•16
•13

'85
•14
•63
•25

1 to 76!i| 1 to 620

1 „ C44 1 „ 675
1 „ 323 1 „ 427
1 „ 6081 1 „ 542
1 „ 291 1 1 „ 297
1 „ 319 1 „ 271
1 „ 615 1 „ 501
1 „ 188 1 „ 162

■16
■22
•20
•11
•27
•15
•49
•16

•19
•22
•16
•07
■35

13
•60
•19

1 to617
1 „ 726

1 to 527
1 „ 789
1 „ 424
1 „ 929
1 ., 406
1 „ 282

1 ii »22
1 .. 215

561.631
236,009
256,390
296.589
121,267

1,719,539
205,027

1 n 838

Lakhimpur ....

1 ., 618
1 „ 383
1 „ 244
1 „ 636
1 „ 255

81,298 | 8,840,452 •38 ■28 1 to 486|1 to 484 •23 •24 1 to 52" 1 to 489

87. The following comparative statement shows, by districts, the

number of cases reported and those accepted as true, and the number of

persons put on trial in each district during the last two years :—

Cases reported. True coses.
Persons put on

trial.

Districts.

1876. 1876. 1875. 1876. Increase
De

crease.
1875. 1876.

Goatpdra
Kamrup
Darning
Nowgong
Sibs.ifTar

Lakhimpur
Brlhet
Cachar

Total.

800 906 577 716 189 719 842
1,368 1,418 868 977 109

"i79
773 760

954 728 781 552

"ol
698 656

671 575 423 473
"'20

415 376
1,360 1,374 1,017 997

'66
774 732

490 606 381 447 .... 497 429
3.4«3 8.786 2,7 9S 3.426 628 2,703 3.291
1.197 1,508 1,093 1.202 169 805 950

10,203 10.9,10 7,887 8,850 1,162 199 7,384 7,839



32 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

From tbis statement, it appears that during the year 187 G

963 more true cases of cognizable crime were reported than in the

previous year. It must not, however, be necessarily inferred from these

figures that crime has actually increased ; less crime, perhaps, may have

escaped detection.

88. The proportion of false cases reported in the different districts

is shown below:—

Districts. Cases reported.
Struck off as

false
Percentage of cases struck

off as false to cases reporteJ.

905
1.418

215
468

24

728
67S

183
108
417
170
676
26-2

SS
25
18
30
28
18
17

1,374
808

3.786
1,608

Total 10.900 2,497 22

The percentage of false cases was the same during the years

1874, 1875, and 1876, being 22 respectively.

89. 447 casos were pending investigation at the end of 1875 ;

cogntabie cues how disposed of. durjnS 1«76> 10,900 fresh cases were reported

to the police or to the magisterial authorities,—

total 11,347 cases. Of these cases, 578 were not inquired into under Sec

tion 117 of the Criminal Procedure Code, and 2,497 wore declared false.

Convictions were obtained in 2,005 cases, or 31 per cent, of*

the cases reported true. In 1875, the convictions were 30 per cent.

Comparing the number of persons convicted with the number of

persons arrested, the following results are shown: —

Persons arrested. Percentage.

1875 7,755 57-70

1876 8,207 59-53

These figures exhibit a slight improvement during the year 1876.

90. The statement below shows how the cases accepted as true were

disposed of during the year:—

Persons.
Percentage Percentage*
of convic of acquittals

True cases." Arrested. tions to i*r- to persons

Convicted. sons brought brought to
trial.

Districts. By police, Ily order of to trial.

tuo moto. Ma;i> trate.

1875. 1876. 1873. 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1S76.

Ooalpara .. 577 716 696 750 163 132 451 647 246 287 62-73 64-96 34-21 34-08

Kami-tip 868 877 461 469 339 324 419 434 847 306 64-20 57 10 44-811 40-26

Darrang .... 731 552 644 451 70 110 615 393 178 160 73-78 70-68 25-50 2S-7S

Nowgoug . . 422 473 l!>il 164 226 124 2so 1!>6 122 81 G6-98 70-03 29-39 29-3i>
Sil>s;i£ar . . 1,1117 997 6:>o httfl 117 144 628 487 240 237 68-22 6l>-.>3 30-88 ii-i-37

Lakliiiiipur .. 381 417 329 309 168 130 266 300 225 121 .ri3-32 69-93 43-27 28-20
Sylhet 2,71(8 :i,42C

1,262
2,02s 2,608 690 668 1,566 1,;>S7 919 1.074 5668 60-32 38-9:1 32-60

L'achar 1,083 623 701) 165 441 543 296 393 34-78 57-16 36-77 41-37

Total .. 7,887 8.8..0 5,670 6,069 1,938 i 1.791

1

4,476 4,SSt> 2,573 2,659 60-45 6233 34-84 33-92



POLICE.
.n>3

The percentage of convictions to persons brought to trial is highest

for both years in the district of Darrang, and lowest during the year

under review in the district of Kaniriip.

Comparing the convictions in the different districts, an im

provement in the percentage of convictions to acquittals has taken place

during the year under report in all the districts except Darrang and

Sibsagar. These two latter districts exhibit a slight falling off; but,

notwithstanding this decrease, the final results obtained in these two

districts are good.

91. The total amount of property stolen in the Province during

the year 1875 was Rs. 99,791, and during 1876 Rs. 1,23,011. The

value of stolen property recovered during the two years was, respectively

Rs. 43,491 and Rs. 53,382. The percentage of property recovered

to property stolen was 43 in both years; but in the district of Goalpara

it was 68, and in Nowgong 84 per cent., which is very satisfactory.

The statistics regarding the different districts are given below:—

Amount of propertj
stolen.

Amount of property
recovered.

Percentage.

Districts.

1875. 1876. 1875. 1876. 187S. | 1876.

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

5,291
10,170
4,451
6,430

13,331
11.COs
31,449
18,064

12,595
10,895
4,894
2,748

17,360
9.147

51,020
14,352

1,757
3.177
1,842
4,401
4,877
8.3S6

16,224
7,827

8.633
8.834
1/.97
2,315
6,610
3,033

22,200
6,160

83
81
41
81
37
29
52
43

68
35
32
84
38
33
43
36

99,791 1,23,011 43,491 53,382 43 43

92. The following table exhibits the number of cases of each

class of cognizable crime for the years 1875 and 1876 (exclusive of cases

declared to be false):—

 

Class I.—Offences against the State

„ II.—Serious offences against the person

„ III.—Serious offences against the person, property, &c

„ IV.—Minor offences against the person

„ V.—Minor offences against property

n VI.—Other offences not specified above

Other special laws

Total

 

1876.

421

541

1,011

997

4,538

784

111

12,134 cases are shown as instituted by complaint, and tak«'n

up by the magistrates in the plains districts of

this Province during the year under report,

93.

Non-ropiuzHri].' crime.

F
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against 13,1(34 in 1875, or a decrease of 1,030 cases. The police were

directed to make inquiry in 848 cases, against 959 cases during the

preceding year.

The table below shows the results obtained in the past two

years, 1875 and 187G:—

1875. 1876.

Number of cases in which process issued 9,407 8,658

Nmuher of persons who actually appeared 8,558 9.093

Discharged after appearance 725 695

Acquitted 2,344 2,417

Convicted 5,369 5,853

The results of convictions to persons put on trial is a little better in

187(1, being (54 percent, against 6'2 per cent, in 1875, and may be

considered fair.

94. In the following table, the number of non-cognizable cases in

1875 is contrasted with the number in 1876, and a comparison is made

between the number of these cases and the population of each of the valley

districts of Assam:—

Complaints of non-cognizable crime.
Proportion of complaint

to persons.
Districts. Population.

187.1. 1876. J Increase. Decrease. 18711. 1876.

566
1,3*5

527
908
617

1,119
1,109
819

5.275
1,760

39
477

444,000
661,631
2:6,008
256.390
2M.589
121.267

1,719.539
205,027

1 to 784
„ 405

» »»
„ 165
„ 292
„ 139
„ 317
„ 116

1 to 842
„ 618

., *<»an 13
1,548
1,014
870

5.422
1,755

95
429 #11!

5

51
147

„ 116

13,164 12,134 113 1,143 3,840,452 „ 291 „ sie

There has been a marked diminution of cases in the districts

of Kami-tip, Nowgong, and Sylhet, while, on the other hand, Sibsagar

shows a small increase. In the whole Province, there was one com

plaint of non-cognizable crime to 31G persons of the population, against

291 persons in the preceding year.

95. The comparative table below shows the total number of cases

crime in the hiii districts. which occurred in the several hill districts

during the two years of 1875 and 1876, with

the results of the same:—

to

Cases
5 "5

Arrested. Total. Pnt on Convicted. Acquitted.

I
Districts. reik) ted. (S — trial.

- "o

1875. 1876.

■S *

1875. 1876. 1876. 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1876. H4

ft.

Khiisi Hills.. 76 103 2 48 118 18 120 48 118 43 100 8 18 3

Garo „ .. 2C 47 n 35 60 35 71 36 7' 27 66 6 12 S

Naga „ .. 9 15 13 17 13 17 13 17 9 15 4 2

Total 111 171 4 96 204 96 208 06 206 79 171 13 32 6
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From the foregoing table, it appears that crime in the hill districts

shows a tendency to increase, or, perhaps, more probably the improved

administration leads to more cases being brought to light than formerly.

171 cases, against 111 of 1875, were reported during the

year, in which 204 persons were arrested, and, taking 4 persons that

remained pending at the close of the year, altogether 206 persons were

put on trial, of whom 171 were convicted and 32 acquitted,—the per

centage of convictions to acquittals being 84, against 85 of 1875.

In the Khasi Hills crime has increased 30 per cent, over

the average of the past five years. The main increase is under Classes

III., IV., and V. The offences in which the increase mostly occurs are

lurking house-trespass and the like, in which the number of offences is

nearly double that of former years, and ordinary theft, in which there is

a large increase,—50 cases in 1876, against an average of 28 cases in

the preceding five years.

The increase in the Garo Hills is mainly under the class of

offences against property. The Deputy-Commissioner attributes it to

the extension of the district, which has brought many villages, inhabited

by people much more addicted to petty thefts than the Garos are, within

his jurisdiction.

In the Naga Hills, as has been invariably the case, there has

been little or no reported crime within the limits of the Political Officer's

settled jurisdiction. The few cases that occurred were of such an

ordinary nature as to require scarcely any comment. Most of the cases

are cases of petty theft, and they nearly all occurred at Samaguting.

There has been a total increase of 31 cases reported, of

which 21 belong to the Khasi Hills. In the 80 cases reported during

the year, 100 persons were arrested, and, inclusive of the 2 who

remained awaiting trial at the close of the year, 102 persons were put

on trial, of whom 86 were convicted, 15 were acquitted, and 1 died.

The percentage of persons convicted to acquitted during the year is

favourable, being 85 in 1876, against 83 in 1875.

The percentage of property recovered to property stolen is

very unsatisfactory during the year, being 9 only. This has been

owing to a single case of theft, which was committed in Messrs. Dev &

Co.'s shop at Shillong. Out of lis. 1,775 said to have been stolen, only

Rs. 55 were recovered.

96. There were 1,339 deaths from accidental causes in the Province

Accidental death.. reported by the police during the year 1876.

The details of the causes of death are

shown below:—

Bitten Killed by By fall
Drowned. by wild of Other causes Total.

snakes. animals. buildings.

163 13* 168 15 105 586
99

430
41 25

26
1
3

30
76

196
32 667

682 208 219 19 211 1.339
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The largest number of accidental deaths is again shown to

from drowning, and deaths from this cause are, as might be expected,

most prevalent in Svlhet

97. The following table shows the number and description of

Rewards for killing wild anim.i.. the animals destroyed and the total value of

the rewards paid for killing them during the

two years 1875 and 187G:—

Description of animals. Number. 1874. Number. 1876.

Rs. A. P. Rs A. P.

488
150
68
3
1

92

10,249 8 0
740 0 0
157 8 0

411
174
46
3

9,303 8 0
776 4 0
113 12 0
15 0 O

Ml 4 0 iw 188 0 0

772 11,368 4 0 800 10,396 8 0

SECTION 4.-CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

98. The criminal courts of the Province, with the exception of

those in the hill districts, are under the supervision and control of the

High Court at Calcutta. The Chief Commissioner has not, however,

been favoured with any report or remarks by the High Court concerning

the administration of criminal justice in Assam during the past year.

The remarks horein must therefore be confined to a review of the

tabular statements which are furnished to the Chief Commissioner's

Office. These returns (Judicial Statements l*os. 2 to 5, appended to

the Report) have been compiled for the calendar year, 1876, and

contain particulars only respecting the eight plains districts of the

Province, which are under the jurisdiction of the High Court.

There are no complete returns of the administration of criminal

justice in the hill districts; but information as to the number of offences

reported by the police, and the results of the cases tried in the British

courts will be found at the close of the section on police administration.

99. The criminal courts in this Province during the year 1876,

exclushe of the High Court at Calcutta, the highest court of appeal, were

fifty-two in number, viz., the two sessions courts, eight Deputy-Commis

sioners, who were all magistrates of districts, and all of whom

exercised the special powers described in Section 36 of the Criminal

Procedure Code, sixteen magistrates with first, eight magistrates with

second, and eighteen magistrates with third-class powers, including

honorary magistrates.



CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 37

100. The subjoined table shows the number of offences reported, an d

the number of persons under trial, convicted,

and acquitted during the past three years:—
Statistics of crime.

Offencesreport

ed.

1

Personsunder

trial.

O 2
Remaining

undertrial. Percentage of
convictions

Percentage of
acquittals

Year. i!

H

Convicted.

■3 &

o

to persons under trial.

19,827 14,013 5,055 8,638 32 288 61 36

21349 16,072 5,464 10,135 37 436 63 34

18,696 17,175 5,686 11,063 26 400 33

Although there was a considerable decrease in the number of

offences reported during 1876, as compared with the two preceding

years, yet the number of persons actually brought to trial was greater

than in 1874 and 1875. The increase in the percentage of convictions

and the decrease in the percentage of acquittals are satisfactory. The

diminution in the number of reported crimes may, the Chief Commis

sioner thinks, perhaps, be attributable to the generally good harvests

obtained during the vear under review.

Of the offences reported, 44 per cent, were under the head of

"criminal force" and "petty theft;" offences of a graver nature, such

as murder, &c, were, "as will be perceived from the detailed statement

appended to the report (Judicial Statement No. 2), not very numerous,

amounting to only 1*1 per cent., while none of the following offences

were reported to have been committed during the year:—

(1) Offences against the State.

(2) Offences relating to the army and navy.

(3) Offences relating to religion.

(4) Offences relating to thuggee.

(5) Offences relating to injury to unborn children.

(6) Offences relating to theft with aggravating circumstnnces.

(7) Offences relating to extortion with ditto.

(8) Offences relating to dacoity.

(9) Offences relating to criminal trespass, resulting in death or grievous

hurt.

101. The following table compares the statistics of reported crime

in this Province in proportion to population with the statistics of some

other Provinces. Assam, it will be observed, exhibits the lowest propor

tion of heinous offences, compared to the total number of offences

reported.
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Popula
tion.

Totalnumberofoffence

reported.

Against the
person.

Against the
property.

Proportion of reported offence
per 10,000 of population.

Offences
against
person.

Offences

Name of Province

I

against
property.

i

a i
Heinous. d 1

o
s «!

!

i

Minor.
D

Minor.
o
t. £> Minor. B

ti
o

1

O
a) o

I I 1
aO a

Bengal 62.70C.774 172.930 2.639 80.283 1.S93 70.536 47,879 m •4 8-0 -2 m 7-6
Onilh 11.178.861 79.263 2.291 6.699 :: 1.367 27,267 11.636 70-9 2-0 S-9 28-0 24'3 10-4
Central Provinces 10.826.321 41,965 1.320 8,712 S.006 15.141 11,777 38-7 1-2 7-9 4'6 13-9 10-8
Assam (exclusive 3,804,216 18,696 248 6,730 171 6,347 9,191 491 •6 17-7 ■■4 166 13-6

of Hill Dis
tricts.)

British Burmah. . 2,815,193 27,363 731 6,3'<1 829 9,912 9,500 97-1 269 22-7 2-9 33-7

102. "L- During the year 1876 thirteen persons were dealt with bv

nigh court.- Referred juris- the High Court in its referred jurisdiction, of

diction- whom two were acquitted and eleven convicted.

No information as to the nature of these cases, nor of the punishments

inflicted, appears in the return submitted to this office from the High

Court.

103. Inclusive of the thirty-five persons pending trial from last rear

courts of session.-originai there were 184 persons in all dealt with by

jurisdiction. the courts of session against 211 in 1875.

Of these, 3 persons were discharged without trial. 80, or 43"4 per

cent., were acquitted, only, 75, or 40'7 per cent., were convicted, three

were otherwise disposed of, and 23 remained awaiting trial at the close of

the year. The result is very far from satisfactory. The Chief Com

missioner is not, however, in a position to say how far the committing

officers are to blame for this result. He is aware that the story told by

witnesses at the preliminary inquiry differs frequently most materially

from their depositions before the court of session. The past three years

have, however, shown a steadily decreasing percentage of convictions

before the sessions court. 52 per cent, of committals resulted in

convictions in 1874, 49 per cent, in 1875, and only 40 per cent in the

past year. In default of other explanation, the figures would seem to

indicate considerable want of discretion, or defects in procedure on the

part of the committing officers.

Of the persons convicted, 9 were sentenced to death, 3 were trans

ported for life, 15 were transported for a term,

* 45 risoroM' 3 8imp,e- and 48* were imprisoned, of whom 18 were also

fined to the extent of Rs. 1,874-13-0. In no case was a sentence of

imprisonment with solitary confinement passed by the court of session.

104. At the close of the year 1875, there were 404 persons awaiting

original jurisdiction of magis- trial in the various magisterial courts of

the Province. 6,019 persons were arrested

by the police during the year; 2,255 and 7,994 persons, respectively,
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appeared in obedience to warrants , and summonses issued; while 466

persons appeared voluntarily before the several tribunals. The total

number of persons before the various courts for disposal was in 1876

17,138, against 16,045 in the previous year, showing an increase of

1,093, or 6-3 per cent. The annexed statement exhibits how these

persons were disposed of, and collates the previous statistics on the

subject :—

1874.

Percent.

1875.

Percent.

1876.

Percent.

Number. Number. Number.

2,143 153

20-4

62-3

2,163

3,251

10,193

34

404

13-4

20-2

635

2,030

3,573

11,135

23

377

11-8

20-8

650

Died, escaped, or transferred ....

Pending at close of the year ...

2,850

8,092

32

265 'i-9 2-5 2-2

Total 13,988 16,045 17.138 ...

105. The subjoined table shows in detail the total number of ]>ersons

actually tried, the number of days occupied

in each case, and the number of witnesses

examined by each class of magistrates during the last two years :—

1875. 1876.

a
m a O

3
0

i

st' ej
8

i

8,

T> 3

i
&

■a "

I
v.

o %C %

1Class of tribunal.

u
a

a

a O s
=

Is % £

|
a *

|
c f

il

a ►-■a
jj o

C
IN

•5'°"

S

Eh 49
3 3
K

869 4-6 1,900 660 5 1,857

Local and subordinate paid 4,720 64 10,928 4,277 9 10,996

magistrates.

6,G84 64 15.939 8,336 8 17,455

Chief magistrates of districts 1,181 7-7 2,014 1,435 4 1,719

(Deputy-Commissioners).

Total 13,444 ... 30,781 14,708 ... 32,027

It will be seen from this statement that the full-power magistrates

disposed of the largest number of persons during both the years 1875

and 1876. During the year under review, 660 persons, or 4-4 per cent.,

were tried by unpaid magistrates, 29 per cent, by local and subordinate

paid magistrates, 56 per cent, by full-power magistrates, and the

remainder, or 9"7 per cent., by the chief magistrates of districts.
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106. The honorary magistrates continue to be very useful in

disposing of pettv cases, and thereby relieving
Honorary magistrates. iU J- j. • j. x A -11 r , i

the district courts. As will appear irom the

foregoing table, they tried 859 and 6(50 persons and examined 1,900 and

1,857 witnesses during the years 1875 and 1876, respectively. No

information is obtainable from the returns as to the number or results

of appeals from their decisions.

107.

Punishments.

The various kinds of punishments inflicted by the several

magisterial courts during the past three years

are compared in the following table:—

( Rigorous ...
Impnsoiimeut j simpie

Forfeiture of property

„. ( With imprisonment ...
*ine \ Without ditto ...

( In addition to other pun-

Whipping \ ishment.

(in lieu of ditto

Total

1874. Percent. 187S. <Per cent. 1876.

2,914 337 3,223 33-4 3,305 331

68
•7

69
•7

150 1-5

2

543 62 778 8- 840 84

4,830 558 5,366 55-6 5,370 53 9

47
•5

21
•2

41
•4

235 2-7 189 1-9 256 25

8,C39 ... 9,646 9,962 ...

Thus, it will appear that during the last three years more

than half of the total number of persons punished were fined, and that

34-4 in 1874-75, 34-1 per cent, in 1875, and 34"6 per cent, in 1876 of the

total number of persons punished were imprisoned, and that only in a

few cases was whipping inflicted.

In only one case was a sentence of imprisonment with solitary

confinement passed. The Chief Commissioner is of opinion that the

power of ordering solitary confinement as an accompaniment to

imprisonment might, with profit, be more generally exercised than it is.

Whipping is also a punishment which, considering the comparatively

large number of cases of petty theft, should be inflicted oftener than

appears to be the case at present. In 1875, out of all the convictions for

offences in which whipping was awardable, in only 210 cases was this

punishment inflicted. In 1876, whipping was inflicted in 297 cases out

of all the convictions for such offences. The returns furnished by

the High Court do not show, however, in how many of these convictions

this punishment might have been resorted to,—some offences not

punishable with whipping being mixed up in the returns with those that

are so punishable.

Besides the above, 46 persons were ordered to give security

to keep the pence, 1,202 were ordered to enter into recognizances,

and 117 to furnish security for good behaviour, during the year under

review.
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108. The various degrees of punishments inflicted by the several

magisterial courts during 1870, as compared

Decree of punishment. with the next preceding year, is tabulated

below :—

Degree of punishment.

1875. 1876.

PcrsonB.; Percentage.

|

Pel-tons. Percentage.

791

1,949

435

33

24

Gl

13

1

69G 20

63

15

7

2,204

538

17

Total 3,208 3,455

„ „ 100

4,781

1,227

90

44

2

77

19

1

4,633

1.427

114

33

2

1

74

22

1

„ 500

Alwve „ 1 000 ,,

Total 6,144 G,210

20 „

72

94

44

34

45

21

80

143

74

27

48

25

Total 210 297

It will be seen that 17 persons were incarcerated during the

year for a term of seven years, against 33 imprisoned for that period in

the previous year, and that only one person was fined in a sum above

Its. 1.0(X), and two only in a sum above lis. 500. Nearly one-half of

the persons punished were fined Rs. 10 and less each.

109. The entire amount of fines imposed during the year was Rs.

Pine.. 84,834-10-0, viz., lis. 1,874-13-0 by the sessions

courts, and Rs. 82,959-13-0 by the magistrates.

Of this sum, Rs. 71,418-8-1, or 86 per cent., were realized, and

Rs. 7,299-12-8 were paid as compensation to the injured persons.

110. 32,027 witnesses attended at the magisterial courts, as

detailed in the statement appended to para. 105, and 843 witnesses at

the courts of session, against 30,781 and 992 respectively in 1875.

G
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111.

Appeals.

The result of appeals instituted before tlie several tribunals

during the past two years is contrasted

below:—

Number of appellants ...

Number of persons— ,

Appeals rejected

Sentences confirmed...

„ modified ...

„ reversed ...

Proceedings quashed. . .

Further inquiry or

evidence.

Cases referred

Appeals pending trial

High Court.

1K7G.

Sessions Court*.
Chief Magisterial

Courts.
Total.

1875. 1876.

147

14

57

8

51

17

674

93

392

77

72

11

25

624

206

220

67

97

2

5

27

517

77

262

82

58

2

9

27

394 1,191

47

193

42

88

io

i

13

170

654

159

130

2

13

11

52

1,165

267

470

117

236

2

Id

6

57

It will be noticed that in the greater number of

amounting to 63 per cent., of the appeals instituted, the appeals were

either rejected or the sentences of the lower courts were confirmed. In

10 per cent, the orders of the court of first instance were modified, and

in 20 per cent, the orders were reversed. Of the total number of appel

lants, 147 appealed to the High Court, 624 to the courts of session, and

394 to the chief magistrates' courts. As compared with the previous

year, the number of persons who appealed to the courts of session and

the magisterial courts shows a decrease. Particulars of appeals made to

the High Court during the year 1875 are not available in this office.

112.

Trials by jury or assessors.

As noted in the previous year's report, all offences, including

abetments and attempts fulling under Chapters

VIII., XL, XVI., XVII., and XVIII., of the

Indian Penal Code tried by the court of session are tried by jury,—the

rest are tried with the aid of assessors.

In 1876, 15 cases were tried by jury, against 1 1 in 1875; in

13 cases out of the 15, the Judge approved of the verdict of the jury.

75 cases were tried with the aid of assessors, against 59 in the preceding

year; in 71 cases out of the 75, the Judge agreed with the assessors.

113. The returns furnished by the High Court supply no inform

ation as to the number of summary trials under
summary trials. Section 222, Criminal Procedure Code, and

no remarks can therefore be offered as to the extent to which this

svstem of procedure is made use of in the Province.
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SECTION 5.—PRISONS.

114. The following table shows the daily average number of

s^emi SOmmary of Pri«n prisoners confined in the jails of the Province

population. during the last three years:—

Male. Female. Total.

1874 1,169-24 38-38 1,207-62

1875 1,295-23 40 21 1,33544

1876 1,43516 5257 1,487 73

The gross prison population for the same three years was—

1874 ... ... ... ... 8,064

1875 ... ... ... ... 8,409

1876 ... ... ... ... 8,832

These figures show a steady increase in the jail population

during these three years. This increase is, in some measure, due to

the opening of new courts, and partly, probably, to the increased

immigrant population of the Province. The proportion of convicted,

under-trial, and civil prisoners confined in the Assam jails during the

three years is shown below:—

1874.

Convicts ... ... ... ... 1,097-81

Under-trial ... ... ... 102-24

Civil ... ... ... ... 7-57

Total ... 1,207-62

1875.

Convicts ... ... ... ... 1,229-40

Under-trial ... ... ... 97-31

Civil ... ... ... ... 8-73

Total ... 1,335-44

1876.

Convicts ... ... ... ... 1,383-26

Under-trial ... ... ... 9347

Civil ... ... ... ... 1100

Total ... 1,487-73

It will be noticed that very few civil prisoners are confined in the

iails of the Province. The decrease in the proportion of under-trial
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to convicted prisoners shown by this statement is satisfactory, as

indicating greater expedition in the disposal of criminal cases by the

several courts.

115. The following statement shows the number and disposal of

the convicts in the different jails and lock-ups during the year:—

Male. Female.

Convicted prisoners remaining in jails and lock-ups on the

31st December, 1875 1,271 40

Imprisoned during the year 4,143 199

Total 5,414 239

Received from other jails and lock-ups 178 19

Total 5,592 258

Deduct transferred to other jails <*>57 35

„ released during the year 3,C03 1C6

„ transported beyond seas ... 7

„ transferred to lunatic asylum 1

„ escaped and not re-captured 7

„ executed 5 1

died 78 3

Total discharges 4,358 205

Remaining on the last day of the year 1,234 53

In the early part of the year special measures had to be adopted

to relieve the overcrowding in the Sylhet jail. There was no necessity

for similar measures in respect to any of the other jails.

116. The following table shows the criminality of the population

in the several jails of the Province, according to religion:—

Nnnibcr of Percentage
Religion. Population. convicts admitted admitted to jail

to jail. In 1878.

1,947 2
•10

1,104,001 2,018 •18

2,079,507 2,184
•08

52,87G 592 111

3,838,931 4,796
•12

The remark made in the report of 1875 still holds good,—that

the class "all other castes" stands first in criminality, while the Hindu

population supplies the fewest criminals, in comparison with its

number.

117. The following table shows the ages of convict prisoners in the

Age. ot ccTic*. admits. sevcral jails of the Province during the year

1876:—
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Ages. Male. Female. Total

21 3 24

„ between 16 and 40 years of age 3909 181 4090

40 00 587 24 611

,, above 60 years of age 68 3 71

Total 4585 211 4796

The number of juvenile prisoners, it will be seen, is small.

118. The following table gives the proportion of males of the

censusvarious classes, following the classification shown in the ~~~~^

returns, imprisoned in the several jails of the Province during the

year 1876:-

Occupation.
Male

population.

Number of

prisoners iu jail. thousand.

Per

Of independent property 18 500 132 7-13

Agriculturists 897716 3 114 3-46

191 029 895 4 68

Domestic servants 20 841 213 10-22
8 v)03

187 2°'79

No occupation 852 052 44
•05

Total 1 988 341 4585 2-30

The number of Government servants imprisoned during the year

is startlingly large ; no explanation on this point has as yet been

furnished by the Ofig. Inspector-General of Jails.

119. The following comparative statement shows the nature and

length of the sentences passed during the years 1874, 1875, and

1876, respectively:—

Length of ! ntencei. 1874. 1875. 187«.

Not exceeding one month 1 074 1 097 1 131

Above one month and not exceeding

„ six months „ „

six months

one year

1,488

231

1,887

704

2,400

496

„ one year „ „

„ three years „ „

three years

five ,

ten „

160

35

24

499

141

533

116

81

2

n ove » u D

Exceeding ten years

72

9

Transportation for a term 2 18 17

„ for life 17 11 13

2 4 7

•

Total 3033 4442 4796
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The sentences "above one month and not exceeding six months" have

largely increased, and those "above six months and not exceeding one

year" have decreased, as compared with the year 1875.

HO. Of the convicts received into the jails of the Province daring

BC cinvi -nous ^e Усаг> ^^ ua<^ been once, 76 twice, and 49

more than twice, previously convicted and

imprisoned. The percentage of the convicts who had been previously

convicted to tho entire number imprisoned during the year was 7 '17

per cent.

121. The following table shows the nature of the sentences of

imprisonment passed :—

1874. 1875. 187«.

M. F. M. P. M. F.

Simpb imprisonment ... Г4 12 89 7 171 32

Ki^orous imprisonment ... 2,8_'5 132 4,163 178 4,414 179

1¿2. There were fourteen escapes from the jails and lock-ups i a

&с,чк^т. «.-enture». tll() Province during the year; of the persons

who escaped, six remained uncaptured at the

close of the year. Eleven escapes were mado from inside the jail walls,

and three from outside the walls. Considering the large number of pri

soners employed on extramural labour, the small number of escapes is a

satisfactory indication of their being carefully guarded while so engaged.

Three convicts who escaped during previous years were captured during

the year under report.

123. Tho following statement shows that tho number of offences

committed by the prisoners during the year
Offence» committed by the fallows •

coimcts. waa as luuows.—

Criminal offences ... ... .. ... 4

Breaches of jail discipline ... ... ... 609

Tutal ... 613

The punishments inflicted for these offences are shown in the

following table:—

Male. Female TuUL

By Criminal Courts ... ... ... 3 1 4

By Jail Officers—

Solitary confinement ... ... IG ... 16

Reduced diet ... ... ... Co 3 68

Solitary confinement with reduced diet... 41 5

Corporal punishment ... ... 180 ... 180

Total ... 2Ü8 5 273

The punishments were comparatively high in the Sylhet and

Nowgong jails. In both jails, the punishments were inflicted principally

on account of the possession of forbidden articles. A system of fines
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upon the warders in the latter jail proved efficacious in checking the

supply of these forbidden articles. The structural defects of most of the

Assam jails, however, render it comparatively easy for the prisoners to

obtain these articles. These defects the Chief Commissioner hopes to

remedy in course of time.

124. Out of the 3,54(5 prisoners admitted into the jails of theProvince

during the year, 3,372 were wholly ignorant,

112 could read and write a little, and 62 could

read and write well. The daily average number of prisoners under

instruction during the year was 41 '58. out of a total daily average number

of prisoners of 1,487'73. The clerical instruction imparted in jails is

necessarily rather spasmodic, and the Chief Commissioner is very much

inclined to doubt its utility.

125. The average number of prisoners employed as jail officers

employment of oonricu « ¿иг>пг the year in the different jails' was 29'(53,

prbon officers. or 2'15 per cent, on the average daily number

of prisoners. These men were employed as convict warders and work

overseers. Out of the total number of men so employed, 27 were

punished during the year.

The convict subordinates have generally worked well in the

different jails.

No alteration was made during the year under report either

in the scale of diet or the clothing of the prisoners.

12(5. The intramural labour of the convicts in the Assam jails

Endorment, consists of weaving, baking, brick, and tile-

making, oil-pressing, and husking paddy. In

some of the jails, rough carpentry and blacksmith's work have been

introduced. At Sibsaffar and Lakhimpur, the manufacture of cart

wheels was attempted, but the result has not been very satisfactory.

127. It was not found practicable to do much to improve the

Classification arrangements for the classification of the pri

soner« ; the jail buildings remained very much

in the state reported in 1875. Until the structural defects alluded

to in that report are removed, nothing more can be done than to

separate the class of prisoners convicted of petty offences from the rest

of the convicts.

128. Only three persons earned remission of sentence on account of

marks gained during the year. The attention of

the Officiating Inspector-General of Jails has

been drawn to this fact, and the Chief Commissioner hopes that the mark

system will be more thoroughly worked in future. Properly worked,

it would prove a powerful agency in the maintenance of discipline.
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129. The following table exhibits the jail expenditure and receipts

of the last three years in a compendious form:- -

Expenditure.

Heidi.

1874. 1876. 1876.

Rs. R*.

43,846
25,447
52.517
1,866
3.566
5,488
1.929
16,735

980

47,017
26.962
25,042
2,018
6,052
6,815
6.194

19,682
980

50.353
25.S29
25,506
3.560
2.5«
S31*
3.131

S4.879
980

Exljenditure on jail buildings by Public Works Department . .
Cost of Jail Department Offlci attached to Chief Commis

sioner's office.

1.55.874
29,898

1,37,762
22,254

1.S1.S81
26,602

1 ,52,272
30,022

1,60.016
81,707

1.77.9S3
83,68*

1,22,250 1,28,309 1,44,294

126
101

119
96

119
M

The total cost of maintenance of the prisoners under every head of

charge during the two last years is shown in the annexed table:—

Heads of expenditure.

1S75.

Piisonera,_ 1,335-44.

1S76.

Prisoners, 1,487'73.

Rations

Establishment •

Police guards

Hospital charges

Clothing

Contingencies

Public Works charges—

Additions, alterations, and repairs to jails

Supervision

Total cost

Sa.

47,017

26,962

25,042

2,018

5,052

5,815

24,876

980

1,37,762

Rs.

50,353

25,929

25,506

2,260

2,528

5,815

38,010

980

1,51,381
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The cost of maintenance exhibited in the foregoing table, divided

among the prisoners who were daily in prison, gives the average cost per

head of each prisoner in the subjoined table:—

Heads of expenditure.

Prisoners, 1,335-44. Prisoners, 1,487 73.

Rations

Establishment

Guards

Hospital charges

Clothing

Gmtinsrencies

Public Works charges—

Additions, alterations, and repairs to jails

Supervision

Total cost per prisoner under all heads

Rs. A. P.

35 6 10

20 3 1

18 12 1

1 8 2

3 12 6

4 5 8

18 0 0

0 11 8

103 2 6

Us. A. r.

34 1 6

17 0 10

17 2 3

1 8 3

111 2

3 14 6

25 8 9

0 10 6

101 12 0

These figures are fairly satisfactory; the orders recently issued

directed the purchase and storing of paddy, will, it is hoped, further

reduce the cost cf maintenance.

130. The following figures show the results of the labour of

Manufactures. *ne prisoners employed on manufactures in the

three years:—

different jails of the Province during the last

Average number of prisoners em

ployed on manufactures

1874.

548

Cash drawn from treasury 29,801

„ received ... ... 29,591

Value of articles supplied for

prison consumption... ... 5,296

Total

1875.

528

a»

21,706

31,052

4,038

1876.

506

R*

25,943

32,807

9,902

34,887 35,690 42,829

LOSS.

Cash profit 210 9,280

Average profit per head of B». A. P. Rs. A. P.

manufacturing prisoners 9 4 3 20 5 7

As- -Re-

Outstanding debts at close of year 2,174 2,740

0,924

Rs. A. P.

33 5 8

««-

1,407

These figures show lhat some advance towards self-support has

been made during the year under review, as compared with former years.

This is satisfactory, in so far as the result has been obtained without any

disturbance of the due proportion of penal labour.
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131. The following table shows the sickness and mortality in the

jails of the Province during the vears 1875 and

187(3:—

Vital Statistics.

Daily averntrr nuinb?r
of lick.

Percentage o( average
•Ick.

Deaths.

Jails.

1876. 1878. 1875. 1876. 187S. 1876.

4-35 8-00 4 30 6-41 9 16
4-llS 4V.6 802 2-51 8 11

802 M-:i4 659 9-16 9 14
•83 204 116 2-51 1 1

340 483 2-95 4-51 11 1
4-H3 408 710 J-52 6 4

141.2 15(12 3-34 811 18 18

833 602 891 3H5 1 a

1-42 117 355 8'44 4 i

Total 49 98 6676 4-20 4-36 66 78

The general health of the population of the Province during

187(5 is said to have been below the average of previous years. Fevers

of a severe and fatal type prevailed in several of the districts. The jail

statistics have been affected by the same conditions. The average

death-rate during the year was 5'85 per cent., against 4-92 per cent,

in 1875. The sickness was heaviest in the Silcliar and Dibrugarh jails.

132.

Buildings.

The jail buildings remained during the year very much in

the same state as they were during the previous

year. A scheme, however, for enlarging and

improving the Sylhet jail, the principal jail in the Province, was

matured, and the immediate commencement of the work was sanctioned.

A sum of Its. 38,010 was expended during the year on

original works and repairs on account of the different jails, against

Pis. 24,870 expended in the previous year.

133. There was no special officer in charge of the Jail Department

supervision during the year 187(3, but all the jails in the

Assam Valley were visited by the Secretary to

the Chief Commissioner. They were found, generally, in a creditable

state as regards internal economy and management

SECTION 6.—CIVIL JUSTICE.

134. 19,779 original suits were instituted during the year, as

compared with 20,811 such suits instituted in

Original suit,. 18?5> jR ^ Asgam yj^y Districts tnere

was a decrease of 3(36 cases, while in Cachar there was an increase of

287 cases. The chief decrease in the number of cases instituted occurred,

therefore, in Sylhet. The Judge is of opinion that this decrease is partly due

to the re-distribution of jurisdiction between tho courts of the_several
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munsiffs ; but he attributes it mainly to the short harvest, necessitating

the importation of rice into Sylhet: —"Large sums of money were

therefore exported from the district, and the people were, in consequence,

more chary of spending money on law suits."

If the two reasons given by the Judge are the true ones for

this gratifying decrease in litigation, the short harvest must, in the Chief

Commissioner's opinion, claim the principal influence. The re

distribution of jurisdiction between the several munsiffs was made after

very careful consideration, and Colonel Keatinge is not disposed to

accept the Judge's statement,—that such re-distribution rendered the civil

courts less accessible to the people than formerly. This re-distribution

was, moreover, made with the full concurrence of the Judge. The mere

fact of the sites of the courts being changed, independently of the merits

of those sites, may very possibly have had some effect on the number of

the cases instituted.

135. The number of suits disposed of during the year was 20.103,

against 21,311 in the previous year. The

decrease was principally in Sylhet.

There were 2,289 suits ponding at the close of the year, against

2,490 pending at the close of the previous year. This decrease in the

number of pending suits is satisfactory.

13G. The total number of suits disposed of, concerning which

details are given, was 19,839. In only 312 of

these did the value in dispute exceed Rs. 500.

The total value of all the cases decided was

Rs. 22,70,269, compared with lis. 22,95,168 in the previous year. The

Ju lge of Svlhot states that in 1876 pauper suits valued at Rs. 1,30,000

were instituted.

137.

Disposals.

Number and valne of suits
instituted.

There has been a steady decrease during the last five years

in the number of rent suits instituted in the

Province, as will be seen from the following

statement:—■

Classification of suits.

1872. 1873. 1874. 1876. 1878.

912

77

475

183

l.Olii

57

449 344

39
| 350

Sylhet 978

81

89

987

33

934

34

892

45

Total 2,048 1,731 1,558 1,351 1,287

In 1872 there were 2,048 such suits instituted, while in 1876

the number of such cases fell to 1,287. This decrease the Chief Com

missioner looks on as satisfactory; it indicates harmonious relations

between landlords and the ryots, light pressure of rents, and a prosperous

tenantry. Cases of the small cause court class have increased slightly,

but, on the whole, civil business has decreased.
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J 38. The following statement shows the number of suits of each

class instituted in the Province during each of the past two years :—

Description of suits. 1875. 187*.

Suits for money, &c.—

15,519

1,351

3,940

15,345

1,287

3,147Other ,,

20,810 19,779

The detailed figures under the several heads call for no particular

remarks, but. it may be noticed that there has been an increase

in the number of suits for small sums of money on written obligation,

while suits for immoveable property show a considerable decrease.

There were 22 suits for dissolution of marriage instituted during the

year, against 6 such suits instituted in the previous year.

139. The following statement shows the manner in which

suits were disposed of during the past three
Baits how disposed ot r ° r

Withdrawn, com
promised,

confessed, Sic,
Tear. Decided exparte. Contested. Total.

1874

1875

1876

7,485

7,816

7,756

5.371

5.645

5,786

6,404 19,260

21,311

20,193

7,850

6,651

The proportion of contested cases during the year under review

was 32-4 per cent., against 36-8 per cent, in the preceding year.

140. During 1876, 168 applications to set aside ex parte judgments

were disposed of, 86 were granted, and 82

judfcSS*!0"**0 "* "side expar" rejected. The corresponding figures for 1875

are 75 granted, against 87 rejected. The in

crease is entirely in the munsiffs' courts.

141. The following figures show the result of execution of decree

cases for the past two years:—

Year. Completely.
1

Partially. Amonnt realized.

Rs. As. P.

1875 ... ... 2,963

2,981

7 351 3,01.995 4 10

2,55,459 15 71876 ... 8,149-
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The total number of decrees satisfied without execution was

977 in 1876, against 549 in 1875. The amount thus realized was

Rs. 26,416 in 1876, as compared with Rs. 26,110 in 1875.

142. The following statement shows tho number of cases in which

coercive processes against the person or property, respectively, issued in

execution of decrees in all courts in Assam other than revenue courts

during the past two years:—

Yen.
Imprison
ment of
person.

Moveable property.

Nature of process.

Immoveable property.
Orders nnder
Section 2-13,

C. P. 0.Attached. Sold. Attached. Sold.

1875 ...

1876

115

176

1,003 380

415

1.896

2,395

705

861

2

11,076

This statement calls for no remarks.

143. The number of original miscellaneous cases instituted,

disposed of, and pending during the past two years was as follows:—■

Year. Instituted. Disposed of. Pending.

1875 2,i86 2,621 348

1876 2,024 2,008 293

The work under this head has thus decreased during 1876. The

reduction in the pending files is satisfactory.

144. The following table shows the average duration of cases in

the courts of the Province during the year under review :—

District Judges. Sub-Judges. Hunsiffs.

Months. Days. Months. Days. Months. Days.

Contested 6 11 i 26 2 4

Uncontested 28 i 2 1 6

The results shown in the above table are not unsatisfactory.

145. The number of appeals instituted, disposed of and pend

ing during the past three vears was as
AppcaI* follows:—

Year. Instituted. Disposed of. Pending.

1874 1,347 1,394 206

1875 1,743 1.461 527

1876 1,538 1,643 433
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The decrease in the number of institutions occurred in Sylhet

and (Jachar. The increase in the number of appeals disposed of was

chiefly in Sylhet, but partly also in the Assam Valley Districts, but in

these districts there has been a large increase in the number of pending

appeals.

The ratio of appeals preferred to original suits tried on the

merits for 187G was 23'12 per cent., against 22'46 per cent, for 1875.

The following table exhibits the manner in which appeals

decided on a bearing were disposed of :—

Number. Percentage.

1875. 1876. 1875. 1876.

962 1,137 672 71-4

74 126 5-27 79

340 276 238 17 3

54 55 38 34

In respect to the reversal of decisions, these figures show

considerable improvement, and some improvement in respect to remanded

cases.

In Sylhet 12'G per cent, only of the decisions of the lower

courts were reversed, against 23'23 per cent, in the valley districts.

107 miscellaneous appeals were instituted in 187G, against

101 in 1875 and 94 in 1874.

14G. The number of local inquiries held in
Local inquiries. Assam in 1876 was 181, against 219 in 1875.

The following statement, taken from the High Court's report)

Cost of establutaments com- WOuld Seem to show tllat the COSt of the civil

pand with receipts on account 0£ court establishments in Assam, with the exception

of the Sylhet district, is far in excess of the

receipts on account of court-fees:—

District.
Xumber of

original suits.

Cost of establishment,
including .Judges'

salaries.

Receipts on acconnt
of court-fees.

Es. As. P. Es. As. P.

7,636

9,756

2,037

4,11,087 5 2

86.956 5 10

48,228 0 0

1,05.830 3 7

1,12,730 13 3

13,395 10 4

Total .. . 19,429 5,46,271 11 0 2,31,962 11 2

But, on further inquiry, it appears that this very surprising

discrepancy is due altogether to the erroneous principle on which the
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statement has been prepared. In the column showing "cost of estab

lishment" has been included, in the case of the Assam Valley and Cachar,

the whole of the pay of all judicial officers having civil powers and of

all their establishments, whereas in these districts a considerable number

of these officers and their establishments are engaged principally, and

some, indeed, exclusively, on magisterial and revenue work, and have

little or nothing to do with civil business. Very few are employed

exclusively on civil judicial work. In Sylhet, on the contrary, the civil

judicial establishment is altogether separate, and only its actual cost

is shown.

The return, therefore, as it stands, is worthless. It would be

necessary, in order to obtain a result of any value, to compile an

approximate statement, showing the proportionate number of days devoted

by the various officers and their establishments to civil judicial work, and

the corresponding proportion of their salaries which should be debited

to this head.

SECTION 7.—REGISTRATION.

147. The following table shows the work dono by, and the financial

position of, the Registration Department in this Province during the year

under review, as compared with the year 187 5-7 6:—

1 2 3 4 <

Total nnmber
of registration s.

Receipts. Expenditure.
Percentage of
column 4 on
column 3.District.

1875-75.' 1876-7T1875-76. 1876-77. 1875-76. 1876-77. 1875-76. 1876 77.

1

Bs. As. P. Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P

1.668
4,915
471
438
115
276
395
78

1.907
4,713
738
557
65

291
652
81

1.624 8 S
9,644 3 C
718 3 0
753 6 0
260 0 6
671 4 0
583 6 0
185 « 0

1.968 9 9
9,412 0 6
888 0 0
9 8 15 0
292 3 0
631 5 6
865 4 0
216 0 0

1.745 9 11 1,785 5 4
6.912 11 6
1.160 2 1
1,026 14 8
387 11 5
602 8 0
765 4 1
113 13 6

107-4 90-7
6.746 4 8
1,224 3 0
1,126 9 0

64-5
170-4
149-4
1901

631
13H-6

110-5
132-6
89-7
88-4
62-7

KtwKrar

494 6 6
628 9 0
816 10 11
155 9 0

78-7
1400
83 9

8.356 9,004 14,440 5 3 15.202 5 9 12,836 14 0 11,684 6 7 85-3 768

Office of Officer in
charge of IXport-
ment.

916 5 10 796 4 3 ....

Grand Total.... 8,356 9,004 14,440 5 8 15,202 5 9 13,753 3 10 12,480 10 10 951 82-9

It will be seen from the above statement that in 1876-77, 0,004

documents were presented for registration, as compared with 8,356

documents presented in 1875-76, and that, while the receipts during

the year under review exceeded the receipts during the preceding

vear by Rs. 762-0-6, the expenditure was less than in 1875-76 by

Rs. 1,272-9-0.

The increaso in the total number of documents presented for

registration, though not large, is encouraging, while, from a financial
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point of view, the results indicated by the statements are sufficiently

satisfactory.

In 1875-76, five out of the eight registration districts were

deficit districts, while in 1876-77 the number of deficit districts was

reduced to three, and in these three districts the percentage of expendi

ture on receipts, which in the previous year was 170"4, 149"4, and 1991,

respectively, was reduced during the year under report to 130 6, HOvS,

and 132-6, respectively, and the entire expenditure of the department

was reduced from a percentage on the receipts of 95"1 to a percentage

of 82 9.

148. The following synopsis of Registration Form II. shows a verv

markod increase (more than 18 per cent.) in the number of optional

registrations effected during the year, as compared with the previous

year, a fact which goes far to prove that the department is growing in

popularity. The Chief Commissioner does not, however, think that tho

Province is as yet sufficiently advanced to demand, for tho present at

least, an extension of the rural sub-registry offices:—

Compulsory
repistra-
tion.

Optional registration.

Wills and
authorities
to adopt.

Tew.
Affecting

immoveable
property.

Affecting

moveable
property.

Total.

1875-76 4,795 2,1G3

2,411

1,317

1,529

81 8.355

9,0041876 77 4,981 £3

186 248 212 2 648

149. The aggregate value of property transferred by documents

brought to the several offices for registration was less during the year

under review than the preceding year, as will appear from the following

statement:—

District.

Total aggregate value.
Incrensp or
decrease.

Cacliar

Sylliet

Goalpara

Kamiup

Darning

Nowgong

Sibsagar

Lakhimpur

Total

Rs.

2,65,448

15,89,177

1 ,06,141

1,88,631

1,01.826

4,05,922

2,43,684

90,653

Rs.

3,47.885

14,09,773

1,07,809

2,61.046

47,237

2,46,819

3,59,029

69,949

Rs.

82,437

1,79,404

1,668

72,415

54,589

1,59,103

1,15,345

20,704

29,91,482 28,49,547 — 1,41,734
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150. The miscellaneous work of the department during the rear

1876-77, as compared with the previous year, is shown in the following

statement:—

 

Powers of
attorney

authenticated.

s|
in Applicationsfor

searchesandcopies.
Prosecutions(Section

83).

£2?

|4

n

i

I

§»

3
a
a

I*
— cn"Year. -

a s
5 -a

II

:II

SO

■

i i f!j

111

lis
Id Receipts.

5

1 I
III

s|

~5
P~I?

Rs,

1875-76 3 1C6 284 32 51 374 6 215 03 0,003

1876-77 ... 193 278 47 70 402 4 68 0,513

It will be seen from this statement that the receipts on account

of miscellaneous work amounted during the year to Rs. 6,513, against

Rs. 6,093 in 1875-76.

151. No change was made during the year in the number of

registration offices, nineteen, sub-divided thus :—

Offices at head-quarter station 8

Offices at sub-divisions 8

Rural ofiices 3

152. Four prosecutions were instituted under the Registration Act

during the year. In each case a conviction was obtained.

153. The department was instrumental in bringing to light during

the year a large number of insufficiently-stamped documents. In the

Sylhet district alone, seventy-one documents were impounded.

154. The Officer in Charge of the Registration Department reports

that the duty of inspecting sub-registry offices was more efficiently per

formed by the several registrars during the year under report than in the

previous year. Owing to his being absent on leave towards the end

of the official year, Dr. Martin was unable to himself inspect more than

nine offices.

SECTION 8.—MUNICIPALITIES.

155. The number of municipal institutions existing in the

Province during the year under report was the same as during the

preceding year, viz., the municipality of Gauhati, the townships of Sylhet

and Goalpara, and the chowkidari union of Silchar. The station of

Dibrugarh was declared a township under Act VI. of 1868 (B.C.) just

after the close of the official year.
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156. The income and expenditure of the municipalities has been

as follows: The aggregate receipts for the year 1876-77 amounted to

Rs. 56,609-15-10, against Rs. 39,762-13-4 in the previous year, showing

an increase of Rs. 16,847-2-6. This increase is almost entirely due to

the fact that the proceeds from ferries in Sylhet, amounting to Rs.

10,556-2-9, were credited in the accounts of the Town Fund during the

year, whereas they had been excluded from the accounts for 1875-76.

The reason was stated in para. 348, Part II. B. of last year's report

The total expenditure of the municipalities during the year was Rs.

58,739-12-2, as compared with lis. 40,378-13-8, the total expenditure

in 1875-76.

157. The total receipts of the Gauhati municipality during the

year amounted to Us. 27,092-13-9, as compared with lis. 25,972 during

the previous vear. The expenditure during the year amounted to

Rs. 26,968-7-10, against Rs. 27,006 in 1875-76.

158. The receipts of the Sylhet township during the year w-ere

Rs. 17,688-4-0, as compared with lis. 6,179-6-9 in the preceding year.

The cause of the increased receipts has been already stated. The total

expenditure during the year amounted to Rs. 21,194-6-7, as compared

with Rs. 8,969-14-6 in 1875-76. There was a large balance at the

credit of the town at the commencement of the year, from which the

excess expenditure above the year's income was met.

159. The receipts of the Goalpara township during the year

amounted to Rs. 3,982-14-1, against Rs. 1,818-9-9 for the period between

the 1st October, 1875, and the 31st March, 1876. The total expenditure

during the year amounted to lis. 3,509-13-9. The expenditure in

1875-76 amounted to Rs. 1,237-11-2.

160. In the chaukidari union of Silchar, the receipts during the

year amounted to Rs. 7,846, as compared with Rs. 5,792-12-10 in the

previous year. The expenditure amounted to Rs. 7,067, against

Rs. 3,165-14 in 1875-76.

161. In addition to the receipts during the year, the several

municipalities had the following balances to their credit at the

commencement of the^year, viz. :—

E». As. P.

Gauhati 203 14 3

Sylhet 8.012 11 11

Cioah.ara 580 14 7

Silchar 16,121 0 0

The closing balances were—

lis. As. p.

Gauhati 388 4 2

Sylhet 5,106 9 4

Goalpara 1,053 14 11

Silchar '. 10,900 0 0
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162. In lieu of the revenue derived from the land within the town

limits, the following sums were assigned from Provincial Funds to tko

other towns of Assam Proper for the purposes of local improvement, it

having been decided by the Government of India that the revenue

derived from the town mouzahs should be credited under the head of

''Land Revenue":—

Bs.

Gauhati 5,000

Barpeta 500

Tezpur 2,000

Mangaldui 500

Nowgong 2,000

Sibsagar 4,000

Jorhdt 1,000

Golaghat 800

Dibrugarh 5,000

North Lakliimpiir 250

Jaipur 250

Total 21,300

1G3. No work of any magnitude was carried out during the year

by any of the municipalities,—indeed, their annual resources are plainly

insufficient for any but the mostelementary functions of local improvement

and sanitation. On the whole, however, the funds of these institutions

appear to have been applied with rather more discrimination during the

year under report than during the previous year. The aggregate amount

spent on conservancy measures in 1870-77 was, indeed, rather less, being

Us. 6,775-13-1, agaiiist Rs. 7,496-5 2 spent in 1875-76; but the districts

in which the expenditure on this object had before been plainly insufficient

have shown this year a satisfactory inci'ease in the money devoted to

sanitation ; while Gauhati, in which about one-fourth of the total expen

diture had last year been incurred on conservancy, was enabled this year to

reduce its expenditure under this head. The expenditure upon roads during

the year shows a large increase, amounting to lis. 18,509-13-5, as,

compared with Rs. 9,016-8-7 ill the preceding year.

Considering the smallness of the resources at their command

the Chief Commissioner thinks that these institutions have been managed

during the past year with a very fair measure of success.

The administration of the funds granted from Provincial revenues

to other stations which have no municipalities is in the hands of the

District Officers. The Chief Commissioner was glad to observe during

his tour that these funds appeared in the stations which he visited to have

been utilized to the best advantage.
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SECTION 9.—MILITARY.

I- 1GA H Teb,?ar-V' 1876' the 35th ^giment Native Infantrv

reeved the 3rd Regiment Native Infantry at Cachar. The distri

bution of the military force in the Province remained much the same

asintue preceding year, as shown in the annexed statement:—

Begimpnt.

Stations.

Head-quarters,

Strength.

Outposts.

35th Native Infantry ,

42nd Assam Light Infantry ...

43rd Ditto ditto

44th Ditto ditto

Cachar

Gauhati

Shillong

Dibrugarh

Monierkhal ...

Noarbund ...

Jirigh.it

Mainadahar...

Tezpur

Nowgong

Udalguri

British
Officers.

Natives of
all i

Jowai

Chargola

Alinagar

Sadiya

Pubamukh ...

Golaghat ...

Sisree"

Dibong0

Wokha road f

523

50

3o

23

23

600

175

f.9

58

682

53

4(5

46

613

127

4G

39

24

14

25

* On escort duty. t During cold only.

165.

Field operations.

The detachment of the 42nd Assam Light Infantry, which

in the end of 1875 proceeded into the Naga Hills

as escort to the Topographical Survey party,

returned upon the 7th May, 1876. This detachment consisted of 72

of all ranks, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Tulloch. It

attacked and burnt the Naga villages of Rechim and Changse, which

■were concerned in the ambuscade in which Captain Butler was killed.

Early in 1877, a detachment of the 44th Sylhet Light Infantry,

under the command of Major Robertson, accompanied the party of the

Great Trigonometrical Survey under Lieutenant Harman, as a pro

tecting escort, to enable observations to be taken from two of the peaks

on the lower ranges of the Abor Hills. No collision with the Abors took

place.
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CHAPTER IV.

PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION.

SECTION I.—WEATHER and CROPS.

166. The weather throughout the year under review was, on the

whole, favourable for agricultural purposes.
General results. ' 0 ,. , , ,7 eh

Ihe ' San and " Aus crops ot rice were

moderately good. Other crops, such as jute, mustard, sugar-cane, pulse,

&c, gave an abundant outturn.

In Upper Assam and Nowgong, the " Sali " crop suffered

somewhat for want of seasonable rain in July and August. In Cachar,

the rice harvest was more abundant than it had been during the

previous five years. This favourable result is attributed to the heavy

floods of the preceding year, which, after drying up, left the fields

covered with rich deposits. The higher prices of the previous year

continued, however, to prevail in the year under report.

i

167. The following statement shows the rainfall registered in

each district of the Province during the years 1875 and 1876:—

Stations. 1875. Average of Bix years.

Surma Valley Districts.

Sylhet Sylhet.

Cachar
( SUchar

I Hailakandi •

Brahmaputra I alley Districts.

_ „ , (Godlpara
Goalpira j Dhubri

( Gauhati
Kamrup \ Barpeta

(Tezpur
Darrang \ MangaWai

Nowgong Nowgong

("Sibsagar.

.i Joi"Sibsagar \ Jorhat.

(Guliighat

f Dibrngarh

Lakhimpur •< North Lakhimpur.

( Jaipur

Hill Districts.

v, . . , ("Shillong

Ja.ntia H.lls|Jowai *

Giro Hills Tura

Saga Hills Sarnaguting

183-79 150-73 157-83

132-53 141-62 118 94

104-78 100-47 100 57

97-57 87-89 92 47

91-64 94-50 9315

54-88 65 86 60-71

9606 113 22 97-61

8403 5815 74 05

66-22 64 67 66-59

69-59 63 90 90(i2

103-28 8373 101 87

84 54 70-27 81-88

79 24 76-81 80-10

104 29 106-97 110-28

14007 11711 120-02° Average

No r ecord. of 4 years.

100-21 9800 83-98

321-45 468-67 397-05

241-66 307-32 109-23

119-70 98-33 109-53

5907 53-76 5343
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From this statement, it will be observed that the rainfall was about the

average; but the rains set in later than usual in Upper Assam and

Nowgong, and the crops sufl'ered to some extent in consequence.

In the district of Goalpara a rumour originated of a partial

scarcity, but, upon investigation, the report was proved to be without

foundation.

108. The cyclone which visited the districts of Eastern Bengal on

the 31st October last with such deplorable results was felt slightly in the

southern portion of Sylhet, which borders on the district of Tipperah.

At the point where the Tipperah Hills approach the Megna, some

damage was done to house property, and thirty head of cattle and four

human beings were reported to have died from the effects of the cyclone-

It was also felt in the Xaga Hills, but no damage was done.

169. The condition of the people is described as generally

prosperous.

170. The prices of food-grains and other agricultural produce

experienced very little fluctuation, and remained generally at the same

figures as last year.

The accompanying table gives the average monthly rate in each

district of rice, which may be taken as the standard staple :—

 

Average quantities of rice per rupee during the year 1876-77.

Districts. September.
¥

i January. c

April.
October. x>

S s

a

1
June. s s "3

aD
■<

k
O

&1-3 "A

s. c. s. c. 8. C. S.JD. s. c. S. c. S. c. a c. 8. c. 8. C. B. C. s. c.

15 12 14 14 14 14 20 » 21 0 21 0 21 0 21 14 24 8 23 6 23 8 94 8
14 8 28 (i 24 s 14 8 17 12 20 0 20 0 14 8 22 12 t% 12 22 12 22 12

M ii 17 ii 13 (i 13 0 20 0 22 0 20 0 17 ii 18 16 0 17 0 20 0

18 0 12 0 14 0 13 0 18 0 24 I) 22 0 17 i 16 • it; • 16 (' 18 0

13 0 II 0 18 il 18 0 10 8 10 8 11 (1 11 0 11 0 13 0 11 ii 11 0

12 0 IS 0 i» 0 12 0 13 0 13 ii 13 0 13 0 16 0 13 0 14 0 14 0

14 0 1 1 0 12 0 12 0 13 0 12 0 14 0 1 1 0 12 I 12 0 12 • 12 0

11 i, 11 u HI 0 11 II 11 0 11 0 11 0 11 0 11 i 11 0 11 11 0

8 0 s li 8 0 8 8 10 8 10 0 10 8 10 1 9 0 10 8 11 s 11 0

It 0 18 0 12 0 11 0 14 0 20 II 18 0 20 1 18 0 18 0 16 0 16 0

3 0 8 0 8 0 8 0 8 0 8 0 8 0 8 I 11 1 11 0 3 • 7 0

SECTION 2.—AGRICULTURE and HORTICULTURE.

171. As in the preceding year, experiments in agriculture and

horticulture have only been made during the year under review at the

Shillong model farm, but these experiments have been restricted to the

small area of four acres of irrigated land. This curtailment of opera

tions was rendered necessary, as stated in last year's report, by the
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financial condition of the farm. On the 1st January, 1877, the

services of the European Superintendent were dispensed with, and at

present the permanent establishment consists of a sirdar, on Us. 50 per

mensem, and a chaukidar on lis. 12 per mensem. On the above men

tioned four acres of irrigated land, wheat, barley, and oats were grown.

The late wheat sowings, as in former years, did better than the early

sowings. The grain, however, owincr to the elevation at which it was
C^ О О

sown, did not ripen sufficiently before the commencement of the rains.

In future the wheat sowings will he made at a lower elevation.

Oats did not succeed so well as the wheat, owing to the poverty of the

soil; but it was found to ripen earlier than the former cereal, a fact in

its favour. A little barley only was sown, but what was sown succeeded

well. Some high land which could not be irrigated, but which had in

previous years been richlv manured, was planted with English potatoes,

which succeeded very well, the outturn selling at lis. 3 per maund.

1 72. A kitchen-garden was kept up during the year, the vegetables

raised in which found a ready sale.

173. The fruit-trees at the farm have steadily advanced in growth.

They are chiefly valuable as stock to propagate from by grafting.

174. The live-stock, consisting of—

Hansi bulls ... ... ... ... 2

„ calves ... ... ... ... 3

,, cows ... ... ... ... 2

Bluitia bull ... ... ... ... 1

Kliubia cows ... ... ... ... 6

,, bullocks .. ... ... ... 8

Munipuri calf ... ... ... .. 1

Kli.'isia calves ... ... ... ... 15

English ram ... ... ... ... 1

Nepaulcse sheep ... ... ... 15

,, lamba ... ... ... 10

did very -well during the year, and the dairy produce is profitably

disposed of.

The cattle are necessary to ensure a proper supply of manure,

without which any agricultural experiment in the situation chosen is

hopeless.

175. The breeding of pigs was discontinued during the year, and

the Ewglish pigs were presented to the Seims of Maharam and Nung-

klilow, on the understanding that they were not to be killed, but were

to be kept for breeding purposes. It is very doubtful, however, whether

the stipulation has been honestly adhered to.

176. The Chief Commissioner entertains some hopes of the experi

ments at the model farm attracting the attention of the native chiefs.

Several of the Seims visited the farm when the grain crops were on the

ground, and they were promised a supply of seed to carry out agricul

tural experiments with.
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177. The receipts and expenditure during the year were as

follows :—

Rs. As. P.

Receipts ... ... ... 499 15 6

Expenditure ... ... ... 7,895 11 5

Deficit ... 7,395 11 11

Colonel Keatinge does not expect that the receipts will ever

cover the expenditure ; but he hopes that now, the cost of supervision

having been reduced to a minimum, something approaching an

equilibrium will be attained in a few years.

SECTION 3.—FORESTS.

178. The area of the Government reserved forests has been

increased during the year by 877 square miles.

The forests gazetted were the following:—

Forest reserves.
Area and boundaries.

Cachar District.

24 Bquare miles.

14

67

ii ii

... 18

ii ii

80

ii ii

• ••

33

ji ii

• •■

... 509

it ii

... ii n

Total... ... 745

I. The Upper Jiri reserve

II. „ Lower ,,

III. „ Barak ,,

IV. „ Bonai „

V. „ Kataklial ,,

VI. „ Dhaleswari „

VII. „ Inner Line ,,

Parrang District.

The Nowduar reserve 82 square miles.

Khasi and Jaintia Hills.

The Soipung forest 50 square miles.

The addition of these large reserves lias been imperatively

necessary in order to secure valuable forest tracts against the constant

danger of injury from jhuining, which, in the Cachar district in particular,

is a danger of serious magnitude, owing to the specially destructive

habits of the Kukies.

179. The work of demarcation of forest boundaries was carried on

Demarcation of forests, vigorously in the Goalpara, Gauha ti, and Cachar

divisions. Substantial wooden posts are erected,

each numbered consecutively, and surrounded by an earthen bank or

mound.

The primary importance of this work of demarcation cannot be too

highly estimated, and it is intended to push on with it as rapidly as

possible.
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Protection and

of foreste.

180. The Forest Rules which had been sanctioned in 1871 for

improvement Bengal generally were revised during the year

with special reference to Assam, and received

the approval of the Government of India. They have greatly facilitated

the protection and improvement of the forests.

According to these rules, all reserved forests are placed directly

in charge of the Forest Department, whilst the open forests are managed

by the district authorities.

181. The subjoined table shows the extent of the fo7-est areas,

reserved and open, in each district:—

Districts.

Reserved.

Area of forcets.

Open.

Sqr. miles. Acres.
Square

miles.
Acres.

Khiei and J aintia Hills 50

48-55

3-81

26052

454-55

416-39

745

32,000

31,080

2,440

166,741

2Ü0.918

206.502

476,800

Karnnip

Nowgnng

Ллггапк

Náífa Hills

Goalpara

Cachar

Sylliet

G 3,844

200 128,000

Total 1,978-8U 1,260,481 206 131,844

182. The provisions contained in Parts IV. and V. of the Forest

Rules were extended to all districts in Assam, except the Garó Hills,

Khási and Jaintiá Hills, and Naga Hills districts, and a list of the rivers,

streams, and waters, which are to be kept open for the transport of forest

produce, was published under Rule 15.

183. The forests have been very effectually protected from fire

during the year. Although this result is partly to be attributed to the

frequent showers of rain during the past season, it is chiefly due to the

great efforts made by forest and civil officers, and to the fact that the

people generally are becoming better acquainted with the rules on this

subject. Ko attempts were made during the year by the ryots to

surreptitiously cultivate any portion of the forest reserves. Ordinary

trespass is rare, as the ryots can procure what forest produce they require

outside the reserves free of payment. Owing, however, to the weakness

of the permanent forest establishment, many trespasses are doubtless

undiscovered.

Creeper-cutting operations were confined during the year to

ests in the Gauhati division, where 1,500 acres were thus

184.

the sal forests

cleared at a total cost of Rs. 308-3-<J.
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ISO. The extensions in caoutchouc plauta-
r plantation. • ,t_ .1 ,. ц

lions during the year were the. following:—

At the Charduar plantation 110 acres.

Kulsi 10 ,

Total 120

The growth of the rubber-trees has been satisfactory in both

places; but deer have адат, as in the previous year, caused consider

able damage, necessitating the construction of more substantial and

expensive fencing. A new nursery for raising young rubber-trees, both

from cuttings and seed, measuring two acres, was prepared in the

Charduar plantation, as an unusually high flood had inundated the old

nurseries during the previous summer, and had destroyed most of the

seedlings.

The number of young trees raised in the new nursery during the

year was as following:—

From seedlings 8,048

From cuttings 3,052

As regards the method of planting these trees, it became more

than ever evident during tho year that rubber-trees will thrive better

if planted on small mounds on piles of wood, or on stumps, than when

planted on level ground, and trees will in future be planted in accord

ance with the teachings of experience.

As rubber-trees two years old bear transplantation very

much better than younger ones, it is not intended to further extend the

plantation until an ample supply of trees of that age is available.

Thirteen plants of the para-caoutchouc tree were received during

the year; but tho climate of Assam appears to he too cold for them, and

they all perished.

18ß. The work in the timber plantations at the Kulsi was confined

to the filling up of tho vacancies, so as to get the area already started

completely stocked.

In the Shillong plantation, the following conifers were planted

successfully, but the growth of some of the species has been very slow

up to the present:—

Cedrus deodnrn.

Abies Smithiaiia.

Pinus excelsa.

Pinus Aiist riaca.

Pinus maritim a.

Cryptometia Japónica.

All the trees of the Eucalyptus globulus, with one or two exceptions,

were killed by frost during the cold weather, but the Eucalyptus rostratiw

seems hardier, and has done much better, although, even for this species,

the land and locality of the plantation seem less favourable than some of

the private gardens in Shillong.
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187. Due attention has been paid to tlio providing of better shelter

Bandings. f°r the officers of the department. The forest

inspection-house at the Bhoirabi depot, in the

Tezpur division, was completed, and the building of another inspection

bungalow at Dhubri, in the Goálpára division, was pushed forward

nearly to completion within the year.

188. The timber from the reserve forests is either worked out by

Yield and «-«run«. Government agency or by purchasers. In

the Gauháti, Tezpur, and Golághát forest

divisions nearly all the timber is worked out by the department, since

no timber traders come to these forests from Bengal, and the local

demand is small, and can easily be supplied by the department. In the

Goálpára and Cachar divisions, on the contrary, there has been a large

timber trade existing for many years past, and woodcutters have

always been in the habit of working out timber on their own account.

This system it was deemed advisable to continue, since much of the

time of the divisional officers, and of their subordinate establishments,

is taken up in general protection, survey, and demarcation work, and the

•working of these forests by the department direct is at present imprac

ticable on account of the weakness of the establishments.

The number of trees felled through the agency of the department

was as follows :—

Goálpára division ... ... ... 166

Gauliati „ ... ... ... 711

Tezpur „ ... ... ... 336

Golághát „ ... ... ... 200

Total ... 1,412

The number of trees sold standing in the reserved forests has increased

from 121 in 1875-76 to 523 in 1876-77. These trees are almost

exclusively used for building boats or dug-outs.

In the Goálpára division, 21,813 pieces of dead sal-wood were

worked out by the Mech duftadars, 17,513 of which were sold. This

wood is collected and stocked in the Government timber depots for sale,

and the revenue due on account of it is realized from the duffadars at

the time of sale.

The number of licenses granted in the Cachar division was as

follows :—

(1) Licensee for elephants to drag timber ... Re. 77

(2) Licenses to cut timber, bamboos, canes

and grass ... ... ••- ,, 1,511
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1K9. The undermentioned forest produce passed and paid toll at

Sealtek, in (Jacliar :—
 

TosU and planks. Bamboos. Canes. Grass. | Cbatwal

i
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5,934 42,565 7,481 14 618 711 •J07 1 3 234,350 292 15 10,718 163 13 5 142 355 306 38 8

The quantities of material from private forests which passed the

toll-station free were as follows:—

Canes. Grass.

1,008 bndls. 1 raft

Loss.

2.G80

Tosts and planks.

349

Bamboos.

GO

190. For the convenience of purchasers, selection of timber in the

Forest Department depots in Assam is permitted at an extra charge of

25 per cent.

191. Sample sleepers of the undermentioned five kinds of wood

were sent to the Northern Bengal State Railway for trial, and the

Engineer-in-Chief has promised to keep the Forest Department informed

as regards their durability :—

Ajhur or Jarool.—Lagerstroemia Reginte.

Gunserai.—Cinnaniomum glandulil'erum.

Siiluh.—Lageretroeniia parviflora.

Sum.—Artocarpns chapiasha.

Nahor Xagesiur.—Mesua ferrea.

192. Although the production of bamboo fit for paper stock on

Cultivation of bamboos for plantations at a sufficiently low rate seems to

paper-making. be impossible in Assam, on account of the cost

of labour, still, theie are indigenous bamboo forests very accessible, and

otherwise well suited for an experiment in the manufacture of paper

stock,—as, for instance, the forests on the Gauhati and Shillong road

between Burnihat and Nongpoh.

193.

Unreserved or open forests.

The topographical and valuation surveys in the Sidli forest

were carried on vigorously, but were not

sufficiently advanced by the end of the year to

enable that forest to be declared a Government reserve.

Valuation surveys were carried out and completed in the following

two blocks :—

Maligaon Block.

Total nrea Area valued Percentage of
In acres. in acres. area valued.

8,873 3762 423

Bansbari Block.

7,727 3543 4'58
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The area of the different classes of forests in the two blocks

surveyed is as follows :—

Afaligaun Block.

Acres.

Sal forest ... ... ... 4,580

Lower-hill forest ... ... 625

Grassland ... ... ... 3,668

Total ... 8,873

Bansbari Block.

Sal forest ... ... ... 4,344

Lower-hill forest ... ... 349

Grasa land ... ... ... 3,034

Total ... 7,727

194. The investigation ofthe claims ofcertain holders ofpermanently-

settled estates, and of certain holders of ilam lands, to large, tracts of

forest near Chargola, in the Sylhet district, was carried out by a settle

ment officer and a forest officer conjointly, who met on the spot. It was

decided that no private rights existed in these forests, and that no

privileges had been granted in them to anyone. These forests have

since the end of the year been gazetted as Government open forests,

and will be managed by the Deputy-Commissioner of Sylhet.

195. A further examination of the forests in the Lakhimpur district,

with a view to defining the boundaries of those tracts which were to

be declared Government forests, was carried out, and proposals submitted,

which are under the consideration of the Chief Commissioner.

196. A most important measure of forest conservancy with regard

to the Khási Hills was inaugurated during the year. A great number

of small forest tracts, have been selected and set aside to supply the

requirements of the people of each State, the duty of conserving these

forests devolving on the semis and the people.

197. The list of reserved trees in Assam was revised, and three

List of «served tra». separate, and much smaller, lists were made out

for the Lower and Upper Assam and the Sylhet

and Cachar divisions, respectively. This revised list, together with revised

rules for the felling of trees, the making of charcoal, and the cutting of

firewood, has received the approval of the Chief Commissioner since

the close of the year.

198. Inquiries were instituted during the year as to the feasibility of

raising a revenue from indigenous lac, and in regard to the production

and manufacture of dye-stuffs, and reports were submitted on both

these subjects.

199. The timber from the unreserved forests under civil officers,

except in the Garó Hills, is worked out by the purchasers on permits
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granted by the Deputy-Commissioners, on pre-payment of the price of

the produce they wish to remove. In the Garo Hills, the timber and

other produce are collected in certain timber-markets, where the revenue

due on account, of such produce is paid to the officer deputed by the

Deputy-Commissioner to collect it. An account of the yield in material

of the unreserved forests cannot be given at present, but it is hoped that,

with the changes introduced in the keeping of forest accounts by district

officers, this information will be available for the report of 1877-78.

For tho year under notice, the amount realized is the only indication of

the quantity of material removed. Realizations were as follows :—

Rs. As. P.

Cachar district ... £,906 0 0

Darning „ 6,123 7 2

Guro Hills „ 9,785 9 3

Kamnip „ ... .. 7,178 8 0

KhAsi Hills „ 773 0 0

Lakhimpur „ 2,992 10 0

Naga Hills „ 42 0 0

Nowgong „ 3,867 2 0

Sibsagar „ 5,647 13 0

Total .. . 42,346 1 5

n^dai nsniu, 200- following statement exhibits the

forest receipts of the year under notice, as

compared with those of the previous year :—

Receipts, 1875-76. Receipts, 1870-77. Decrease, 1876-77.
Rs.Ra.Ra.

1,07,301 81,568 25,733

Tins falling off in forest revenue is not an actual decrease. It

is attributable to a transfer of the revenue derived from " Elephant-

catching" and "Soom forests" from the head "Forest revenue" to the

head "Miscellaneous land revenue," which transfer was made in

accordance with the orders of Government, in the Financial Depart

ment.

201. The expenditure during tho year under notice, as compared

with that of the provious year, is shown in detail in the following

statement:—

Budget Heads. 1876-76. 1876-77. Increase. Decrease.

Rs. As. P, Rs As. P. Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P.

4,997 6 133.186 7 1
28,697 4 7

42,004 8 6
47,916 8 4

13,815 7 5
19,217 14 9

Total 61,883 11 8 89,819 11 9 33,033 6 2 4,997 6 1
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202. The distribution of receipts and expenditure in the different

divisions is shown in the following table :—

Name of division. Receipts. Expenditure. Surplus. Deficit.

Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P.

Oolaehit „

7,755 10 6
2,983 1 0
3,204 0 1
637 11 0

14,363 4 0
10,208 6 8
42,346 1 «

16.663 13 4
15,355 14 3
23,180 0 S
3,039 5 1

16,136 3 6
9.581 13 6
6,962 9 10

676 9 2
36,383 7 7

8,908 2 10
12,312 13 3
19,976 0 2
2,381 10 1
1,772 15 6

81,568 2 8 89,319 11 9 37,060 0 9 45,411 9 10

As was the case last year, and as will be the case for some years

to come, the greater portion of the revenue realized during the year

under review was realized by district officers. Still, if the above figures

are compared with those of the previous year, it will be seen that the

revenue collected direct by forest officers has increased from Rs. 10,913

in 1875-76 to Rs. 39,222 in 187(3-77, and that one of the divisions,

Cachar, shows a small surplus of income above expenditure.

SECTION 4.—MINES and MINERALS.

203. There is nothing to add under this head to the information

given in both parts of the Report for 1874-75 and 1875-7G.

204. The question of the gold-washings in the streams of the Assam

Valley attracted the attention of the Chief Commissioner during the

year, and, upon the receipt of reports called for from the district

officers, the following memorandum was compiled by his order, and

published in the Assam Gazette for general information.

Memorandum.—The earliest reference to these gold-washings which

appears to be discoverable among the official records occurs in a letter

from Captain H. Vetch, Political Agent, Upper Assam, to Major F.

Jenkins, Agent, Governor-General, North-East Frontier, dated the 19th

March, 1851. Captain Vetch, in this letter, reports the results of an

inquiry he had made, respecting the complaints of eleven parties of gold-

washers as to the extortions committed upon them by the Abors and

Miris whenever they resorted to the Dihong in search of gold. In para.

2 of his letter, Captain Vetch writes as follows:- —

" I may here explain that all gold-washers under the Assam Government were

taxed at Its. 5 each; and, since that tax was abolished

and the land revenue introduced, the right of washing

for gold in the numerous streams which flow into this

district has been farmed to the highest bidders (who

make their own arrangements for their share of the

profits); among these is the Dihong, the right of gold-

washings in which was ° for tho current year rented

for Rs. 80.

" From the point where this immense river issues

from tho hills to its junction with the Brahmaputra the

distance is little more than twenty miles, and the favour

ite localities for gold-washing are from twelve to seventeen miles from its mouth."

* The quantity of gold at pres
ent annually obtained from the
Dihong is probably not more than
40 or 50 tolas, yet it and other
rivers afford a ready resource to
the ryots of those parts for rais
ing the sum they may require to
pay their rents, and could, of
course, yield much more If the
washing was extensively carried
on, and for a longer period, the
gold-washers seldom extending
their operations over fifteen days
at a time.
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lu June, 1853, Major Hannay, commanding the forces in Upper

Assam, wrote a valuable paper entitled " Notes on the Gold-fields of

Assam." This note, however, with the exception of the first two paras.,

is confined to a general geological description of the Assam Valley and

the mountain ranges which close it in, and does not contain anj very

precise information on the suhjcct under notice. The first two paras.,

however, in which mention is made of the traditional gold-produce of the

country, are extracted. Major Hannay says—

" Although it is well authenticated that the produce of the gold-washings in

Assam, particularly Upper Assam, formed a very considerable source of revenue to

the Assam Government of former days, no correct data can be obtained во as to

give an idea of the exact amount of gold realized yearly. But, as the Son t als, or

gold-washers, one of the constituted khelo or sections of the inhabitants (accord

ing to occupation), who paid their taxes in gold, form a large portion of the popu

lation, we may reckon on its having been something considerable, when in the

northern district of Sailiya alone, including Lakhimpur, these Sonwal paiks

amounted to 10,000. Allowing, therefore, that every paik, at the lowest rate, sup

plied 4 annas weight of gold-dust yearly, the total ainonnt would be 40,000 grs.

for that district alone ; and, as the same system of gold-washing obtained in the

districts of the south bank o£ the Brahmaputra, ae much more may have been

there realised; and it may not be perhaps beyond the mark, to note the yearly

produce of gold-washing in Assam, in former times, as amounting to £8,OOO or

£10,000 sterling.

" In the short account of Assam given at the end of Volume III. of Montgomery

Martin's 'Sketches oC Eastern India' in enumerating the rivers on the north

bank of the Burhamputra, the whole of them are said to contain gold in their sands;

and the Subanshiri, Uikrang, Borpani, Booragong, and Boargon rivers of the

L.'ikhimpiir and Kulluugporc districts are noted each ая to the quality and quan

tity of their gold; but other small rivers in the Lakhimpur district—the more

prolific sources of the Dihong, the Dibong, or the Brahmaputra—are not alluded to,

neither is the Deliing or any one river on the south bank mentioned, which shows

that the information relative to the extent of the gold-fields was imperfect.

Chapter III., however, of the same notice, under head 'Commerce of Assam,' states

that the Assam Government received into the Royal Treasury 1,500 grs. weight of

gold yearly from a gold-mine called Pakerguri. situated at the confluence of the

IJbansiri river with the Brahmaputra, The Pakerguri is a small river rising in

the Uengma mountains joining the Dhansiri, a day's journey within its confluence

with the Brahmaputra. I cannot vouch for the correctness of the statement given

regarding the gold-mine, but this small river is known in its upper course to be a

prolific gold-stream in the present day. It is stated alsc that the imports at Goál-

p.ira from Bengal in 1808-09, amounting to two-and-a-quarter lakhs of rupees, were

paid in gold from these resources, and in silver. A good deal has been already

written on the gold statistics of Assam, as they are known in modern times (vidt

Vol. VII., p. 625). and little more can be said beyond the personal knowledge which

has been obtained of the wide extent of the existence of the precious metal, and

that in some of the districts in North-East Assam it is now a profitable source of

payment of revenue to the Sonwal ryots. The Lakhimpur and Sadiya districts

produced in 1851-52 ten seers of pure gold,—the selling rate to the Kyah traders

being from ßs. 14 to 15 per tolah of solid gold prepared by melting with quick

silver."

Tn the concluding para, of his Note, Major Hannay describes the

method in use among the Assamese for extracting the gold-dust. He

says :—

"The Assamese generally wash in a trough, find take the whole stuff in the

rough, the finer sand, &c., being washed in the trough through a bamboo grating

or sieve placed at the higher end, and although, for want of cleets, there is some

loss, it is wonderful to see with what dexterity the left hand is used to keep the
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dust at the head of the trough, and to allow of a constant stream of water passing

down ite slope, thus washing the stuff thoroughly in a very short time, and leaving

nothing but the very finest of the schlich, with its gold-dust. This trough might

be improved, hut as it is light, and one man can work it easily, being supplied

with material liv a hoy, and one man to dig, it answers the purpose,—and. when

gold is plentiful, this is the cheapest method of labour which could be employed in

Assam. The oval board in use with the Singphos appears to me, however, in

dexterous hands to be equal to any trough,—and, provided the stuff could be given

to the washer after having been passed through a sieve, I reckon this to be tho

best and cheapest method of extracting the gold-dust,—fur, not only does an expert

gnld-washer wash clean every particle of oxide and gold contained in a given

quantity of nibble, but he will, after the day's labour is over, take the schlich and

Rold-dnst on the board, and by a peculiar dexterity of hand with the board and

the water, wash away every particle of the former, leaving the latter at the head

of the board, with little necessity for quicksilver to lick it up, as generally done to

prepare it for inciting."

Along with Major Hannay's Note was printed an "Account of a

visit to the Jugloo and Seesee Rivers in Upper Assam," by Captain E.

T. Dalton.

This account is most interesting. In November, 18f>2, Captnin

DaUon received instructions to examine and report on tho gold-producing

capabilities of the Jugloo, an affluent of the Huri Dulling, fallin";

into that river about fourteen miles above Jaipur. According to

tradition, the tract through which the Jngloo Hows contains rich gold

deposits. Captain Dalton proceeded to the gold-field accompanied by an

expert gold-washer and some coolies. He thus describes tho experiments

made by him:—

"After about an hour's walk from the Diliing up the stream of the Jugloo,

when we first came on pebbles, we commenced washing in a rough wooden pan

made for the occasion. The very first attempt gave a few minute specks of rather

pale gold; wu continued washing at intervals as we advanced, and every panful of

gravel was found to contain a few of these spangles. At a point which seemed

favourable for the purpose, we turned a portion of the stream and made a hole three

feet in its bed. The washings from this depth decidedly gave a greater number

<>f spangles and of a richer colour than those we had obtained from the surface-

washings. Rising from a part of the stream the section of a hill about fifty feet

in height, of coarse reddish sandstone, was left bare and perpendicular by a land

slip. This contained a stratum of gravel about fifteen feet above the highest

watermark, some of which I caused to be washed, and it too was found to contain

gold, indicating that the presence of that metal was not confined to spots acted on

by (lie waters of the Jugloo; sand and gravel taken from occasional watercourses

leading to the Jugloo were washed with the same result.

"Retracing our steps, we proceeded up another branch of the Jugloo, and were

joined by a party of gold-washers deputed by me to obtain specimens, who took us

to the scene of their operations about half a mile from the junction o£ the two

rivera. They had been working two pans, and, to assist the operation, they had

Constructed two small embankments with bamboos and rubbish which divided the

stream into three channels, and enabled them to turn all the water into or out of

the central channel. Their practice is to collect with small wooden scrapers a heap

r'f gravel at the lower end of their central channel; upon this they cause the

stream to play, and with sieves made of bamboo they sift the heap and throw

»side the pebbles.

"The stream carries off the lighter particles of the sand thus disturbed.

Pansful of the residue, which consists entirely of mineral fragments, are then

taken up and washed in the usual manner with results far more satisfactory

than when tho gravel is washed in the pan without being subjected to this

preliminary process.

L



ASSAM AH.MINISTKATIOX REPORT.

" J'roooodiiig up tliis stream. I found it b,u I ¡u many placee cut for itself little

ravine«, showing sections of hills formed of deposits of grey and red coarse sand,

of sufficient consistency to form upright cliffe, though crumbling when handled,

with beds of gravel intervening, which also occur in tolerably consistent masses

approaching to a conglomerate ; these lay in strata inclined at an angle of 45J or

thereabouts. I obtained washiugH from them all. and fouud gold-dust ill the red

sand and gravel strata always, but not always in the blue aand, which owed its

colour to a mixturo of blue clay slate silt.

" I made a rough estimate of the quantity of rubble washed, and, on comparing

it with the gold obtained, it gave about 18 grains to the toa, and about 8 grains

as the outturn of one man's labour for the day.''

Subsequently, Captain Dalton proceeded, in company with Major

Hannay, to емаште tlic gold-producing sands of the Seesee Hiver, on

the north hank of the Brahmaputra. The experiments at the Seesee

Hi ver are thus described by Captain Dalton:—

"Within an easy march of their own villages, they (the Seesee ryots)

annually lind here lucrative occupation for the months of the year when an

excursion of the kind is most enjoyable, und when they have most leisure from

their agricultural pursuits to givu to it. After ' harvest-home' in January, they

form partios and .start with provisions for a week or a fortnight, and in a very

short time, if thov are fortunate, they may obtain
• lic/i Journal \Л, n. S21—Eih. ,-,• • ,, • i • îm i

Millieii'.nt gold to pay their revenue. Ihey wash in

troughs called 'doorunis,' a process which lias beeu already described in former

numbers of the Journal.9

"In favourable localities, -_'0 grains of gold is not an unusual return to one

day's labour with a dooruni worked by three men, who between them dig up,

remove, and wash in a day on an average about one ton of rubble. In the

operations conducted in our presence, the yield of one doonini, which was made

over to me, was only 11 grains, from 1 ton, 2 cwt., liG lt> of rubble, but this was

pronounced by the gold-washers to be very unfavourable.

''The average may bo estimated for the Seesee at 15 grains to one ton of

earth.

"The annual yield of the Seesee is said to be about half я seer. Judging in

this way, the most valuable rivers arc the Sub.'insiri and Uibong, whose yield

annually is from a scer-and-a-half to two seers of pure gold.

"The Brahmaputra and Dibong are said to give each from half-a-seer to

three-quarters; the numerous smaller rivers in Lakhiinpur are variously stated at

from a quarter t > half-a-seer. the total animal yield of the district being about

ten seers. Räch river is worked by the gold-washers who live nearest to it. But

few arc now employed in the occupât ion in comparison to the numbers that

engaged in it when Assam was under a native government. The whole of the

khi'le. or tribe of gold-washers, were then obliged to follow that profession, ae they

were under the necessity of paying their contribution towards the expenses of the

State in pure gold."

The subject of the gold deposits in the rivers of Assam does not

appear to have attracted any attention subsequent to the publication of

Captain Dalton's and Major Hannay's Notes. From the replies received

to the recent circular of the Chief Commissioner, above alluded to, it

appears that in only three districts of the Province has gold-washing'

ever been carried on, tv';., Dili-rang, Sibsagar, and Lakhinipur. Colonel

Sh'M-er, Deputy-Commissioner of Darrang, reporting on the subject
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generally, says that, uu<W the Assam Itaj, establishments, consisting

of Hazarikas. Shoikias. Bonis, and 1'aiks, used to he entertained solely

for the purpose of conduct ing ¡nid overlooking the gold-wash i n gs. The

Bhoirabi, Borganj, and Dikrang Hivers, in Darrang, and ihe Suhansiri

and other rivers, in Lakhimpiir, are, he states, known to have yielded

<¡;old Lo some extent. The liaxarikas were required to present to the

Kajah annually a certain quantity of the gold they might extract from the

streams in their respective jurisdictions, and, in default, they had to pay

a penalty in the sum of Us. 1¡S for each of the paiks allowed them and

their subordinates. After the occupation of the Assam Valley by the

British, tlio gold-washings in the streams of the Charduar and Nowduar

uu-hals were regularly settled every year, as in the case of fisheries. The

leases of these mehals used to be put up to auction ; but, tin? price they

fetched gradually Incoming less and less, they have not IHK-II ottered for

sale since Itfoo-IÎO'.

Major Campbell, Deputy-Commissioner of Sibságar, reports that in

that district gold-washing was chiefly carried on in the Desai Hiver,

within the jurisdiction of the Jorhát sub-division. The vocation of

•sonawúL gold-washing w.is, he says, pursued by a class

of people called " Hunwal* Cacharis," and it

appears that there are still in Sibságar some four villages inhabited by

the descendants of these gold-washers.

Gold-washing in Sibságar used to be carried on for only three

months in the year, п'г., Magh, Falgun, and ('liait, and the tax levied

by the Assam Rajahs was half a tola of gold per man per annum. The

Deputy-Commissioner states that, while at Jorhát lately, he sent for an

old man, who recollected the time when gold-washing was carried on.

This man stated that his village had long ago abandoned the vocation

because it did not, pay, and because they were able to earn more on

tea-gardens. He washed some of the sand of the Desai in Major

Campbell's presence, who, on the sand being washed away, observed

some very minute particles of gold remaining. Of the three districts of

Upper Assam, Lakhimpur appears to have been the one in which the

business of gold-washing was most actively pursued. Major Clarke,

in his report, says that gold-washing was carried on in almost every

river and stream in the district. The principal streams whose sand

contains an auriferous deposit are the Loliit, the Dihang, the Dibang, the

Upper Dehing, the N00, the Btiri Dehing, the Disung, the Dikrang,

the lianga, the Jayhing, and the Subansiri.

Major Clarke says that no tax was paid by the gold-washers, except

as paiks; hut that the payment of the paik-tax was, in their case, made

iu gold. He then goes on to say—"Thu Sonowals, or Honowals, it is

said, were required to pay a certain amount of gold to the Ilajahs. A

joint payment of gold, weighing 1,000 tolas, was exacted from the

persons washing in each of tho rivers Dihang, Dibang, and Lohit, and

5(10 tolas from those washing for gold in the Noe and Buri Dehing

Rivers ." Tho Deputy-Commissioner was unahlu to ascertain tho amounts

of gold payable for washing in the other rivers. Ho thiuks these gold

payments were merely another form of the paik-tax. From what Major

(Jlarke says, it would appear that the three most productive streams
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arc tin- Whang, the Pih.-mg, and the Lohit. The Deputy-Commissioner

considers tli;it tin; industry was by no moans a profitable one, and that

it was followed under compulsion on the part of the Rajahs. He says

tin- profits, were only from 4 annas to 12 annas per man per mensem,—

:t very low rate of profit even in those days. For many years, the least's

of the gold-washing molíais in Lakhimpnr have been sold for merely

iioininal sums. In 1874-70 they only fetched the sum of Us. 7.

It would seem, however, that gold-washing operations in the

Lakhimpur district were, prior to the first great extension of the tea

industry, by no ni":ms inconsiderable1, Mr. A. Campbell, an officer w«>ll

acquainted with tin: As.-am Valley, savs that sonn1 twenty years a<r<>,

when lie' was stationed in North Lakliiinpur, several of the rivers in

the sub-division were farmed out annually. The most profitable of

these rivers was, he states, the Suhansiri, and he has seen as many as

two hundred men at work each year washing for gol i by this river.

Mr. Campbell thus describes tlrc method used for extracting- the

gold-dust:—

"The method of washing adopted was very pimple. A wooden craillo,

Bomewhat of the shape of the body of a wheelbarrow, but shallower and longer,

was used. I!y BticeeSHive washings, the gravel and larger particles of sand wen*

g'ot rid of, the machine being" fixed on a gx-nl le incline for this purpose. Finally,

the1 ifuld-dust remained <iui(e a]>parent to the sight, but mixed with the (hirst

sand. Quicksilver was then used to separate it from the sand; it combined readily

with the gold particles, leaving- the sand free. The quicksilver was subsequently

drawn oil' by heat, and the guld was obtained in its pure state.''

Mr. Campbell bears tust.inmny to the unprofitableness of the

industry, although IK; says the yield was, considerable, and he has heard

of as much as three-quarters of a seer of gold being obtained in a single

season by a single party of washers. The cause oï this unprofitableness

he explains thus:—

"The right of washing was ordinarily purchased by one of the amlah, or by

some h.ing-cr-on about the courts, who rack-rented it to the actual washers. The

price of quicksilver, which, as already shown, was indispensable in the industry,

was about Us. 3 or Ks. 4 per tola weight, and was all lo.->t in the. process. The

price of g-olil in the ba/.ar ranged from Us. 14 to Us. 17 per tola; but the washers

liad to subsist on advances obtained at niin-ms rates, hypothecating their estimated

outturn of gold for the season at from Us. 8 to Us. 10 per tola.''

From the above accounts, it is clearly established that a considera

ble amount of gold was in former days extracted from the rivers of

Upper Assam, and there is no reason to suppose that these rivers have lost

their auriferous character. It is scarcely to be wondered at that the

industry died out as labour became more valuable, considering that

it was carried on with the rudest mechanical contrivances, and without

either system or capital. It is not necessarily to be inferred that, with

modern appliances, systematic management, and capital, a considerable

profit might not again be derived from this same source.

Colonel Keatinge thinks that if the gold-washing industry in this

Province is ever again to become of any importance, it must owe its

re-establishment entirely to private energy. Ho has some reason, to

believe that the question has attracted attention. He would be glad

to see experimental operations undertaken by persons possessing the

requisite knowledge and appliances.
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*,

SECTION 5.—MANUFACTURE«.

2U5. A goncr.il description of the manufactures of the Provinci

as given in the permanent portion ol the Administration Report for the

years 1874-75 and 1875-76. There is nothing to add to this descrip

tion. The manufacture of tea will, as in the previous report, be dealt

with separately.

206. As in previous years, so in the year under report, many of

Tcjt the planters submitted no returns concerning

the tea cultivation on their estates, and, conse

quently, the information contained in this section is incomplete.

The Chief Commissioner considers it hopeless to expect to obtain

complete returns of this nature for the whole Province, as long as their

submission by the planters is altogether optional; indeed, he has reason

to fear that, owing to the action of proprietors, the number of gardens

submitting returns will considerably decrease. It is, accordingly,.of very

questionable utility to attempt to trace the progress of the tea industry

on such data, as deductions drawn from incomplete or inaccurate returns

are worse than useless. It is, indeed, much to be regretted that all the

endeavours of the authorities to obtain complete returns have been

unsuccessful, as accurate statistics exhibiting the development of this

important industry would be of the greatest value, as well as of general

interest.

Attempts have been made by the district officers to obtain approxi

mate statistics of outturn, based on the returns of gardens which sub

mitted the required statements, and to estimate the cultivated area of

defaulting gardens from former returns, or from inquiries from other

sources; but it is evident that figures so obtained cannot be relied on for

accuracy.

According to the returns submitted by the district officers the total

area of waste land held under different tenures for the purpose of tea

cultivation during 187(3 was 6,22,455 acres, against 5, (56,303 acres in

Io75; but, according to the official laud registers, the area is as follows:—

(1) Under Old Assam Rules

(2) Ditto but since redeemed

3) Under ordinary lease—

4) „ thirty-years' lease

(5) Purchased in fee-simple

(G) Held from zemindars

Acres.

18,141

250.948

100,^37

24,144

191,844

1,930

Total Cö4,ööO

The discrepancy cannot be reconciled. It is not, however, very

material, and the figures may be safely taken to prove that the area of

land takun up for tea cultivation has been extended by about 100,UOO

acres during the past year.

The table overleaf contains the statistics for the Province, so far as

it has been possible to compile them; but, for the reason above given, it

would be of little advantage to institute any analytical comparison

between the figured for this year and those given in hist year's report:—



78 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

■uiva^s jo i.K| n 1 n $

iujuju^no jt» djiriuijsji

ivai aq} a\ tun??no

^ o

i- o
SO —< f~ r+
■o at co

-
: <—

8" S

S

^ 2
S3 S 5 © 3

«" i 3 s s"

'JUS A* St! 01 A
-aid uj uai jo iuii;ju<j

oooo^cociT-itot—i
55 O f- « r-I^Q^CQ
«s o a « « e»
« ©• i- oo *~ o
ts is "J «i •« T. *°

cm

'^jodai japun
IHOA" JO pll» }U UfH)ltA

■^jodaj j.ipun jna C

^uun[i uo(}i:aI'J[u<)

2 s i £ s I E

gO <D
O J§ S ^ O

93 a
t» » MS
•« r-T W

•^uwtd oaniwin jo
da o

CN 30 O ^
ct n e«

TJorlaj ispim jva.f
jo pua ;tj ?ubi<J oan^

r-

S 8
■m'

o oo w
M S O S

g • £ £

3

3 I

E? BC5_ 0t

3

uoi^BAi?ino japufl
CI

if-

.-■ W OO
r.

•aidrajs-aoj ui

CD CD

CO r~*

inussy Japuji

5 -

=

5
I 3



TRADE. 79

SECTION G.—TRADE.

207. A general outline account of tbc trade of this Province will

IK» found in Section 7. Chapter I., Part U.A. of the Administration Report

for the years 1874-75 and 1875-7G; but no statistics of trade were given

in that report,—none of a trustworthy nature being available. The

first attempt at systematic registration of the trade of the Province was

made during the year under report, but operations have been confined

to the registration of the frontier trade with non-British territories.

¡Statistics regarding the inland trade of Assam will be fonnd in the

Report on Trade Statistics by the Government of Bengal. Almost the

whole of the inland trade of the Province passes along the Brahmaputra

and Surma rivers, and, for the purpose of registering that trade,

the Chief Commissioner fixed upon Dhubri, on the Brahmaputra, and

Lnkhai. on the Surma, as registering stations ; but, His Honour the

Lieotenant-Governor of Bengal having opened registering stations at

Chilmari, on the former river, and at Bairab Bazar, on the latter river,

the Chief Commissioner abandoned his intention of registering the

inland trade of the Province,—there being manifestly no necessity for

keeping up two sets of registering stations for registering the trade

passing down the same route.

The Chief Commissioner had hoped to commence the registration

of the frontier trade from the beginning of the financial year 187(>-77;

but, owing to the delay in the receipt of the necessary forms, this was

found impossible, and registering operations did not commence till the

end of 1876. Owing, however, to the registration having commenced

on different dates in the several districts, provincial totals can only be

given for the months of January, February, and March, 1877.

The statistics submitted are therefore only for the last quarter of

the financial year, instead of for tin; whole year. It may be remarked,

however, that the frontier trade during the hot weather and the rains is

almost nil, compared with the trade during the cold-weather months.

The figures given are, therefor«!, not very much below the total figures

which might have been expected, were the returns obtainable for the

whole year.

208. The frontier trade of the Province is carried on with—

(1.) Bhutan.

(2.) The Mishmi Hills.

(3.) The Naga Hills.

(4.) Manipiir.

(5.) The Liwliai Hills.

(G.) Hill Tipperah

For the purpose of registering this trade, twenty-one registering

stations, situated on the principal trade routes, have been selected.

The trade between Bhutan and Assam is registered by the

frontier mouzahdars at the following stations:— Ripu, Guma, Charing,

Sidli and Bijni, in Goálpára ; Darranga. in Kámrúp, near to Dewangin ;

and Gohpur, Helem, Daimará, Bálipúni, Udalguri, and Khágrapúra,

in Darrang.
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The trade with the Mishmi Hills is registered by two committees of

traders, one at Dibrugarh and the other at North Lakhimpur: and a

ooinmittee of traders at Jaipur registers the trade between the Naga

Hills and the district of Lakhimpur.

The trade between the Province and Manipur is registered at

Lakhipur, where an establishment has been entertained for the purpose.

For the purpose of registering the trade with the Lushai Hills, three

registering stations, at each of which there is a special establishment,

have been opened, vis., at Mainndahar, on the Barak, at Monierkhal, on

the Sonai, and at Jhaluacliara, on the Dhaleswari.

The trade between this Province and Hill Tipperah passes along

the rivers which debouch from those hills, and three stations for register

ing this trade have been opened, in charge of special establishments.

These stations are—

(1.) Karimganj, shunted at the junction of tlie L.mgai and Kushiara rivers.

(2.) Nowakhali, situated a few miles from the junction of the Mannu and

Dliulai rivers.

(3.) Lashkarpur, situated on the Khowai.

In Assam Proper, the registration is effected by unpaid agency.

The Chief Commissioner thinks that the statistics furnished by the

mouzahdars are to a certain extent approximately correct in most cases:

but he fears that little reliance can be placed on those, collected by the

committees of traders, it not being in any way to the advantage of

those merchants that the true state of the trade in which they are

interested should be known. The returns furnished by the special

establishments may, Colonel Keatinge thinks, be accepted as sufficiently

correct for all practical purposes.

209. The following statement shows the total value of the export and

import trade between Assam and the adjoining non-British territories

during the period under review:—

Exports from Assam Into

Rs.

Bhutan ... ... 1,98,423

Naga and Mishmi Hills ... 23,536

Hiil Tipperah ... ... 3,107

Lushai Hills ... ... 17,360

Manipur ... ... 20,780

Total 2,72,206

Imports into Assam from

Bhutan ... ... 91.546

Na<ra and Mishmi Hills ... 58.034

Hill Tipperah ... ... 35.256

Lushai Hills ... ... 34.363

Manipur ... ... 5,231

Total 2,24,430

It will be seen from the above that the exports exceeded the

imports in value by Rs. 47,776, or about 17 per cent. This result was

not to be expected, rather the converse, as the tendency of half-civilized

frontier tribes would seem ordinarily to be to take away specie to be

utilized, probably, partly in making ornaments, and partly as a

medium of exchange and a convenient means of storing property.

It may be noted that the statistics of the trade between Bengal

and foreign territory for the year 187b'-77 show an excess of 31 per cent,

in the value of imports, as compared with exports.
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In the case of Manipur, the export trade, according to the present

returns, considerably exceeds in value the import trade. This result (as

will be seen from the statements further on) is due to the large export

trade in betel-nuts. The Deputy-Commissioner, however, states that tho

bulk of the imports from Manipur arrived in Cachar before registration

operations began, and that, as there is no doubt but that a considerable

amount of silver, which finds no place in the returns, is actually with

drawn to Manipur in the shape of specie, the import trade with that

State will in reality bo found on the returns of the entire year to exceed

the export trade.

The unlooked-for result of an excess in the aggregate value of the

exports over the imports in the frontier trade of the entire Province is

due, it will be seen from the detailed district returns (given in the appen

dix), to the large amount of silk to the value of Rs. 1,45,943, reported as

taken from the Kamrup district into Bhutan. The Chief Commissioner

views, however, these figures with the greatest suspicion. He finds it

difficult to believe that so extensive a trade as this in a single article, of

which the manufacture, moreover, has been for several years on the

decrease, can have been carried on in the three months for which returns are

furnished,—especially as no large fair is held in tho Kamrup district to

form a nucleus for such extensive transactions. In Darrang, where two

fairs frequented by the Bhutias are held, the amount of silk exported is

trifling. The figures are based merely on returns from the mouzahdars,

who, unless there has been some clerical error in the computation, must,

it is feared have supplemented facts largely from their imaginations.

210. The chief articles of import into Assam from non-British

territories are rubber, wax, ponies, salt, and blankets. The following

detailed statement of the trade in these staples illustrates the proportion

of the import trade of the several frontier States in this Province:—

Imports into Assam from Rubber. Salt. Ponies. Blankets. Wax.

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

Bhutan 13,230 22,753 18,C40 18,215

Hill Tipperah

46,110

6,150

27,630

210

6,900

Lushai Hills 750

3,010  450

Total 93,330 22,758 21,050 18,215 8,100

It will be seen that a considerable trade in rubber and wax is shown

as being carried on with the Naga and Mishini Hills. The figures are,

however, not very reliable, beingobtained only from the traders themselves.

Still, a large amount of both these commodities is undoubtedly brought

down by the hillmen. A fair amount of rubber is also obtained from

the Lusbai Hills. The trade in ponies with Bhutau is well known to be

H
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considerable, and the figures under this head are probably correct. Tin*

salt, which is imported direct from Bhutan, is believed to come originally

from Thibet.

211. The principal articles of export from Assam into the frontier

States aro silk cloth, betel-nuts, paddy, rice, and European cotton

piece-goods.

The following statement gives the samo information regarding the

chief articles of export from this Province as has been given in the

preceding statement regarding the import trade:—

ЕиГирСЛЛ

Exjxirts finm Assum into Silk cloth. Dcttl-nuta. Paddy. Rice. collón pit œ-

F*>vÄts_

Re. Be. Rs.

17,184

Es.

14,512

Rs.

4,566Bhutan 1 50315 1,120

Nuga and Mishuii liill-s .. . 4G72 5-2 1,876

Hill Tipperah 15O

LiiiOini Hills 131 2,575

Manipur 21 20000 2,338

Tulal 1 ,55,008 21,120 17,184 14,695 11,505

It has already been observed that the amount of silk cloth returned as

exported to Bhutan is probably altogether unreliable.

212. The

States will now

lending features of tue trade with

be briefly detailed.

the several frontier

213. During the cold-weather months a considerable trade is carried

on between the independent State of Bhutan and the bordering

Assam districts of Goálpára, Kámriíp, and Darrang, and numerous

[linn i.-i merchants come down through the several routes, or ditars, to

attend the fairs held annually at, Dhubri, Datma, and Udulguri. The

trade with Bhutan, except in the matter of exported silk, the amount of

which seems erroneously entered, is undoubtedly much larger than the

returns show it to be. The extended line of frontier renders the

interception of each particular stream of traffic impossible without the

organization of a special and expensive agency, and only approximate

figures can be hoped for. For eight months of the year there is an entire

cessation of trade with Bhutan, as the Blindas of the interior will not

venture into the terai, or even into the lower ranges of their hills, during

the hot-weather months.
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The following statement shows the total Talue of the principal

articles imported into, and exported from, Assam into Bhutan during

the period under report, as shown by the returns:—

Imports. Exports.

Rs.

Ponies 18.640

Salt 22,758

Blankets 18,215

Rubber 13,230

Total 72,843

IN.

fiilfc manufactures 1,50.315

Pnddir 17,184

Rice 14.512

Cotton and piece-goods 4,5G6

( European manufacture)

Brass and copper manufac- 4,000

tared.

Betel leaves 3,165

Total 1,93,742

214. As a rule, our trade with the Niiga and Mishmi Hills is

confined to those tribes who inhabit the lower ranges of the hills, these

tribes in turn trading with those lying behind them. The hillmen, generally

speaking, do not come to the principal marts to trade, but deal with

outlying shopkeepers who live near the hills. During the cold season,

traders watch for the hillmen on the roads by which they come down .to

the plains, and all business is transacted in temporary sheds erected for

the purpose. As soon as the rains begin, the hillmen return to their

homes. The major portion of the trade with the Mishmis and other

tribes on the north bank of the Brahmaputra is transacted at Goga Mukh,

Sisi and Doblong, Dimu and Sadiya,—the traffic at the latter-named place

being far larger than at any of the others. There are no shops beyond

Sadiya.

Trade transactions with the Nagas are carried on chiefly at Bisa

and Phakial; at the latter place a Marwari* merchant has established a

permanent shop. There are also shops at Jaipur and Daba. The

Nagas come down to trade as far as Jaipur, but their heavy merchan

dise, such as rubber, is bought from them on the way by the Marwari

traders, who go to meet them. Rubber, wax, and ivory are the chief

articles of import from the Mishmi and Naga Hills.

The import trade in these articles during the period under review

was, according to the returns furnished by the traders, as follows:—

Rubber Rs. 46,110

Wax „ 6,900

Ivory „ 1,920

Total. „ 54,930

The principal articles of export from Assam into these hills are

opium, silk cloth, salt, and cattle, and these articles are said to have



SI ASSAM ADMISISTKATIOX liEPORT.

been exported to the value of lis. 19,079 during the period under report,

as exhibited below:—

Opium Hs. 9,000

Silk cloth „ 4,672

Salt „ 3,407

Cattle „ 2,000

Total „ 19,079

215. The major portion of the transactions in connection with the

trade between this Province and Manipur takes place at the annual fair

held at Silchar. The chief articles of export are betel-nuts, metals,

European cotton piece-goods, miscellaneous native goods, and cattle.

The chief articles of import are ponies, native cotton stuffs, and wax.

The following statement shows the value of the trade with Manipur in

the principal articles of export and import during the period under

review; but, as has before been observed, the imports are understated,

owing to a large portion of them having arrived before registration

was commenced:—

Exports. Imports.

Betel-nuts 20.000

Metals 4,090

Cotton piece-goods (European). 2,3.!!8

Miscellaneous native goods 1,185

Cattle 770

Total 28,383

Horses, ponies, <Sc 3,010

Native cotton piece-goods 766

Wax 460

Total 4,226

The traders of Silchar are of opinion that the Manipur trade is on

the decline, such decline being attributed partly to the fact of the Manipnris

living in Cachar, who were the principal traders, having suffered from

the depression of the timber trade.

In his Annual Administration Report for 1 874-75, the late Dr

Brown, Political Agent at Manipur, attributes the falling oft in the

trade to the oppressive measures of the Manipur authorities, but for

whose ill-advised action it is probable that the trade would have long

since assumed very considerable dimensions.

21G. The bazaars resorted to by merchants trading with the Lushais

are- Bipari bazaar, Sonai bazaar, Chandsil bazaar, and the bazaar

at Tipai Mukh.

The trade with Lushai land, though lately in a flourishing con

dition, is now decidedly on the decline, owing chiefly to the exhaustion

of the rubber-supply in the hills. Since the close of the year under

report, our traders at Tipai Mukh have left the bazaar, rinding that
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little profit was to be got. The following statement shows the principal

articles of trade between this Province and the Liisliai Hills, and tho

total value of such articles exported from, and imported into Assam

during the period under report:—

Importt. Exporte.

Be.

Rubber 27,630

Timber 3.170

Ivory 2,138

Wax 750

Cotton (raw) 610

Miscellaneous native poods and cash

Cotton manufactures (European) .....

Brass and copper manufactures

Salt

Iron manufactures ... _______ . ______ ..

Be.

2.575

2,010

1,030

1,8.43

803

Total 34,298 Total 15,416

217. The principal articles of import into Assam from Hill

Tipperah are bamboos, raw cotton, rubber, and mats. The following

statement shows the total value of <hese articles imported durin or the

period under review:—

к».

Bamboos 14,440

Raw cotton 13,330

Rubber 6,1.00

Mats 630

Total. 34,550

The principal article of import is bamboo; but the trade in this

article is not carried on by the hill people themselves. Parties of men

from Sylhet go up into the hills, and having cut all the available

bamboos growing near to the streams, float them down in the form of

rafU for sale at Sylhet. Cotton is cultivated by the hill people, who

bring it down to kiylhet in long narrow baskets.

The subjoined statement shows the total value of the principal

articles of trade exported from this Province into Hill Tipperah during

the period under report:—

Re.

Dried fish 2,200

Oil 324

Salt 203

Total. 2,727

218. Inquiries have been made, with a view to ascertain whether

merchants engaged in the frontier trade are liable to any duty after

thoy leave, or before they enter, British territory, but with no very

satisfactory results.

It is believed that no duty is levied beyond our territory upon

merchants trading in Bhutan, and in the Naga and Mishmi Hills.
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In the Lusliai Hills, however, the traders are undoubtedly taxed,

and they have complained of the exactions ofthe chiefs. In Hill Tipperah

duty is levied by the rajah on the bamboos cut by the Sylbet woodcutters;

but it is not known whether any other articles of trade are taxed.

Particulars of the duties levied in Manipurupon imports into, and exports

out of, that country will be found at pages 15-10 of the Report of the

Manipur Agency for the year 1873-71, and need not be re-produced

• here.

It is hoped that fuller information on this important point will be

available for the next year's report.

SECTION 7.—PUBLIC WORKS.

■ 219. The following is an abstract of the expenditure of the Public

Works Department during the year under report

Service heads.
Original

Final
Outlay.

Differences.

grmite.
grants.

jjore. | Leas.

<

Imperial Services—

Military ...

Civil Buildings

Establishment

Barrack Department...

' Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

39.700

26,080

16,320

500

39,700

26,080

16.320

500

36,084

13.673

12,433

137

3.616

12,407

3,887

363

Total, Imperial Services ... 82,600 82,600 62,327 20,273

•

Provincial Serrices—

Civil Buildings

Communications

1,27,900

2,64,000

100

1,41,026

2.63,655

100

1.42,452 1 1,426

2,77,144 13,1S9

Miscellaneous Public Improvements 851

1

15

Establishment ...

Tools and plant

Profit and loss

3,92,000

2.50,000

28,000

4,04,781

2,50,000

15,219

4,19,681

2,50,502

14,704

128

14,915

502

15

515

128

Deduct decrease in suspense

balances.

6,70,000 6,70,000 0,85,015

35,453

15,545 530

35,453

Total Provincial Services ... 6,70,000 6,70,000 6,49,562 20,438

Local Services—■

Civil Buildings

Communications

1,000

80,964

4,000

1,000

1,11,487

4,000

450

1.00.426

905

550

11 061

3,095Miscellaneous Public Improvements

85,9G4 1,16,487 1,01,781

525

14,706

Establishment 525

Total, Local Services 85,964 1,16,487 1,02,306 ...... 14,181

Grand Total 8,38.564 8,69,087 8,14,195  54,892
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It will 1>е seen tliat the expenditure on all head* amounted to

Us. 8.14,19"), against the final grant amounting to Us. 8,6У,087, leaving

a balance of Us. 04,892, which constitutes the lapse of the year.

The short outlay is principally under Imperial, and is about one-

fourth of the grant. This has partly resulted from the restriction

placed by the Government of India on Imperial expenditure, but

Erineipally from tlio building of the new telegraph-office at Gauliati

¡iving been stopped, pending the settlement of certain questions about its

construction and cost.

Except a trifling saving under Miscellaneous Public Improvements

and Tools and Plant, every item under Provincial Services shows an

excess. But, as a very satisfactory decrease of Us. 35,453 was effected

in suspense balances during the course of the year, there has been an

expenditure of Us. 20,438 short of the total grant.

The saving of Us. 14,181 under Local Services is clue to four funds,

as shown below:—

Outlay.

Grant.

Original

Wurk.
Repairs

Estab

lish

ment.

Total.

Saving.

Assam Local Fuñí—

Ferries ..,

Staging-bungalows ...

Re. Rs. Ks. Rs.

412

Rs. Be,

2,532

6,782

1,387 1,387

6,431

1,145

3510,019

9,314  7,406 412 7,818 1,4%

Civil Buildings ,,. 1,000  450 113 j 503 437

District Improvement Fund (Reserve

Account)—

Grants-in-aid to Provincial Ser

vices—

Communications ...

Spent direct from the Fund—

Communications ...

79,008

22,475

74,877

16,669

1,474 ... 70,351 3,347

5,80610,069

District Improvement Fund (Miscel-

neous Improvement Account)—

Miscellaneous Public Improve

ment».

1,02,173 91,540 1,474 ... 0:3,020 9,1.03

4,000 905 ... 905 3,095

4,000 905 905 3,095

Grand Total 1,16,487 92,451 9,330 525 1,02,306 14,181

The only item calling Cor notice is the saving of Rs. 3,01)5 from the

Miscellaneous Improvement Account, which bears a large proportion to

the grant of the year under that head. It is duo to delay in getting a

project prepared for the improvement of the drainage "of the Gauhati

station, for which the assignment was made. Plans and estimates could

not be got ready before the expiration of the year, but they have since

been received and sanctioned.
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The short outlay under the other beads of Local Services was the

result of precaution used to work within the limits of the grants, some of

which were made late in the year.

It should he mentioned that the bulk of the expenditure from the

reserve grant of tin: District Improvement Fund, гг.-., Hs. 7*5.351, wns

incurred on Provincial roads passing through the districts concerned,

arid the balance, Hs. 16,1!()!>, with the exception of the sums of Rs. 1.034

and Its. 2.8('>2, spent on the construction of the road between Sihsagar,

and Disangmukh and the timber bridge over the Kakodanga, represents

the outlav incurred in constructing dak-bungalows at the stations of

Te/pur, Nowgong, Sibsagai-, Dibrugarh, and Silchar.

The explanatory memorandum attached to the appropriation and

outlay accounts, shows that the average cost of establishment for

the ton years immediately preceding the formation of Assam into a

separate. Local Administration was 42'74 per cent, of the expenditure

on works, whereas for the three years subsequent thereto the cost has been

40' 6 per cent. Ï he percentage (if the year 1876-77, under review, was

48'<)7, which is above the average of the last three years. But this.isdue

to the necessity for keeping the expenditure down below the ordinary

grant, to make up for the excess over grant that was incurred in the

previous year, 1875-76. The average percentage of the last thirteen

years has been 42, and, considering the economy and care with which

the establishment is distributed over the work to be done, and the

difficulty felt in making it suffice for the scattered work of the Province,

it is improbable that this percentage will be reduced.

220. The progress made in the construction of buildings and roads

will now be briefly described.

IMPERIAL SERVICES.

221. The principal works, the expenditure upon which is debited

to Imperial Services, undertaken during the year were the metalling

of the cantonment road, Dibrugarh, the completion of the repairs

to the Dúm-dúm block-house, the metalling of the cantonment road,

Silchar, the pushing «on almost to completion the work of constructing

a rifle-range at Silchar, the conversion of the gun-shed at Dibrugarh into a

Commissariat, godown, the raising of the parapet wall oí the roof of the

magazine at Sadiya, tho sinking of a wooden well at the Poba stockade,

the re-construction of an armourer's shop at Silchar, the conversion of

the Serjeant-Major's bungalow at Sylhct into a police hospital, the

addition of a room for browning arms to the armourer's, shop at

Sbillong, the construction of Native Infantry lines at Jowai, repairing

tho military hospital at Te/pur, the construction of temporary telegraph-

offices at Nowgong, Silghat, Joihát, Sibságar, and Dibrugarh, the re

building of tho telegraph-office at Dhubri, the partial construction of a

now post-office at Sylhct, and the construction of a temporary post-

office at Tozpur.
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PROVINCIAL SERVICES.

222. Buildings.—In connection with buildings constructed from

Provincial Funds, the principal works carried out during the year were

as follows :—

The work of re-building the civil ward of the Tezpur jail was

completed, and the additions to. and alterations in, the Sylhet jail

were commenced. The construction of a police thanuah at Ganhuti

was pushed on almost to completion, and a police hospital and a normal

school were constructed at Goúlpára. At Shillong, the building of the

church was practically completed, the new court-house for the Depnty-

Commissioner was almost finished, and extensive alterations, including a

new iron roof, were effected in the Residency building. Materials were

collected for re-building the Deputy-Commissioner's court-house at

Sibságar, the new court-house at Tura was completed, materials were

collected for the work of providing additional office accommodation for

the Deputy-Commissioner, Sylhet, the construction of the sub-divisional

offices at Sunamganj were commenced, and the sub-divisional residence

at Háilákáudi was completed.

223. Jïtxuis.—The work performed during the year in connection

with the principal roads, being of considerable importance, will be noticed

in some detail.

224. The Trunk Road was so far completed by the end of the year

1876-77 that a considerable number of carts

were able to pass over it the whole way from

Dhubri to Sadiva. The road has been furnished throughout with in

spection-bungalows and temporary serais for the use of travellers. The

traffic on the road is increasing, though the increase in the year under

report over the previous year is less than that of 1875-7G over 1874-75.

The numberof persons and cattle crossed at the ferry over the Brahmaputra

at Dhubri, compared with the number during the previous two years, is

given in the following table :—

Persona. Cattle.

Ш4-75 34.034 10,255

1875-76 53.3-23 18.155

187Ü-77 58,799 18,120

A good deal of this traffic is merely local, but the rate of increase

at this terry may be taken as a fair index of the general rate of increase

of the through traffic along the Trunk Road into Assam.

It is not to be supposed, however, that the quality of the Assam

Trunk Road is at all of a high class, or that it is constructed to uniform

dimensions throughout. In the first place, the road is nowhere metalled,

and the finances of the Province do not admit of its improvement to a

metalled road. The main object of the road is to facilitate immigration,

and a metalled road is not necessary for this purpose. But the road is

embanked almost throughout its course above the level of flood?, and is

substantially bridged, except at the larger streams, where ferries are

provided. For the first 150 miles from Dhubri, the minimum width is

16 feet, and a considerable portion is as wide as 20 feet. The next 150

miles are for the most part not more than 12 feet wide, but the last

150 miles are again from 1C to 20 feet wide.
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It will be readily understood that the heavy floods of every rainy

season do a great deal of damage to the road. The bridges are mostly

of wood, and require much repair, and the traffic on many sections i9

not sufficient to keep the jungle from overgrowing the road. These

causes render the maintenance of the road both difficult and expensive.

Yet it is essential to the success of the road, as an inducement to immi

gration, that great attention should be paid to its maintenance and to

the accommodation for travellers. Efforts have therefore been made

to increase the efficiency of the subordinate establishment in charge of

the several sections, and Executive-Engineers and their subordinates

are required to make frequent inspections. The whole road is divided

into eleven sub-divisional charges. The expenditure on the entire length

of this road during the year has been Rs. 1,22,205, and, in addition,

Rs. 80,648 have been spent on the ordinary maintenance of the road.

225. The expenditure on minor and petty works under the head of

Communications amounted to Rs. 5,443 throughout the Province. It

was incurred on ferries, serais, inspection-bungalows, and other petty

items, mostly of a temporary nature.

226. During the rainy season of the year under report, work was

Ebiiiong Cart-road. carried on on a break of two miles in the road which

remained unfinished at the close of the previous

year, and through communication between Gauhati and Shillong was

effected in October, 1876. The worst portions of the road were improved,

the narrowest parts were widened, and the temporary bridges were

replaced by substantial sal timber bridges. The upper portion of the

road requires a considerable amount of work before it can be reported

complete, but the lower portion may be treated as finished. Between

Gauhati and Nongpoh the road was, however, very much cut up by carts

during the monsoon, and was kept passable by a flooring of bamboo laid

over the worst portions. It will be necessary to metal these parts as

soon as funds permit, in order to make the road practicable for cart-

traffic throughout the year. The expenditure of the year was lis. 51,902,

the total cost of the work amounting to Rs. 2,57,075, against an estimate

of Rs. 2,61,907.

The expenditure incurred during the year on the maintenance of

the Shillong Cart-road was Rs. 9,618, or for 53 miles at the rate of

Rs. 181 per mile. This has been found insufficient. The cost of repairs

to the Shillong bridle-road, from Umiam to the junction of the Shillong

Cart-road, and of the bridle-road from Shillong to Therriaghat, which is

47 miles in length, was Rs. 2,109, giving a rate of Rs. 45 per mile.

227. The usual repairs to this line of
Sylhet and Cachar Trunk Road. • j 7 i_rnir*oio

communication was done at a cost ot Rs. 12,813,

or at the rate of Rs. 183 per mile.

228. A new timber bridge on this road was satisfactorily completed

b a, n v » >r i during the year. The total outlay on the work was
Road from Cachar to Manipor. o J . y

Rs. 16,912, against an estimate amounting to

Rs. 16,953, and the expenditure of the year amounted to Rs. 4,422.

The expenditure on the maintenance of the road was Us. 1,500.
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229. The only original work that was in progress during the year

was the widening and completing the road from

Koliabar to the steamer-station at Silghat, which

is the principal outlet for the trade of the Nowgong district. This road is

four and a half miles in length, of which one-third was completed. A

timber bridge on it was also lengthened. The outlay of the year

amounted to Its. 7,505, against an estimate of Rs. 13,452.

The expenditure on maintenance of the branch roads in the valley

districts of Assam was Rs. 19,934, giving, for eighty-nine miles, a rate

of about Rs. 224 per mile. This high rate is due chiefly to the clearance

of tracks to steamer-stations, and formation of brushwood roads across

sands, and also to the maintenance of several rest-houses for travellers

at those stations.

The following is the list of the roads :—

Miles. B*.

As;ea to Goalpdra ... ... ... 7 3,478

Silghat to Koliabar ... ... 5 1,171

Dibrugarh to Dibrumukh ... ... 6 1,783

„ to Jaipur ... ... 35 5,596

Sibsagar to Diklmmukh ... ... 8 1,692

.Torhat to Kokilamukb ... ... 10 2,000

Gulaghat to Neghiri Ting ... ... 18 4,214

Total ... 89 19,934

The expenditure of the year on other roads is given below :—

Hailakandi road ... ... ... ... 1,276

Coinpanyganj „ ... ... ... ... 1,223

Naga Hills „ ... ... ... ... 5,803

Giro Hills „ ... ... ... ... 3,422

With the above amounts, the ordinary repairs were executed, and

the roads maintained in passable order.

230. Under the head of "Travellers' accommodation," the following

__ __. „ works were carried out: The dak-bungalow com-
TraTellers accommodation. . T. , . . . . . Y- i

pound at Dnubri was improved, the police nospita-

at Goalpara was converted into a dak-bungalow, the dak-bungalow at

Tezpur was improved, a dak-bungalow was opened at Nowgong, the

dak-bun "-alow at Silghat was re-constructed, the staging-bungalow at

Dikhumukh was re-built, the construction of a dak-bungalow at

Pibrugarh was commenced, and the duk-bungalow at Silchar was nearly

completed. The existing dak-bungalows and serais on the provincial

roads had the necessary repairs and renewals done to them, and the

requisite complement of establishment and furniture was maintained

during the year.

Local Services.

231. The following is a detail of the works carried out under this

head :—

The piling to the bridge was finished, and the superstructure is in

CoimtrncUng * timber bridge progress. The expenditure of the year amounted

otw the Kakodongn riTer, on the to Rs. 2,8G2, the total outlay being Rs. 4,056,

Wwdor ail against an estimate amounting to Rs. 8,197.
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This was carried out from the Sibsagar District Improvement

constrain* the road from Fund at a cost of Rs. 1,034, against an estimate

sitwugar to Disangmuth. sanctioned for lis. 1,035.

232. Local Roads.—On the whole, there has been considerable

improvement in the works connected with local roads.

The expenditure sanctioned for the year amounted to Us.

1,03,219, and that actually incurred to Rs. 1,51,153, made up as

follows:—

Its.

Original works 28.390

Repairs 1,04,909

Establishment 14,837

Refunds, contingencies, &c 2,276

Total 1,51,153

The only original works of any importance on which expenditure

was incurred were the hill roads from Darrang to Dewangiri, in the

Kamrup district, and from Golaglnit to Kohimah, via Wokha, in the

Kaga Hills. The Dewangiri road was traced and commenced some

vears ago; but until the year under review no establishment was availa

ble for going on with it. A good deal of the earthwork has now been

completed, and some bridges constructed. The road is reported to have

been open throughout, except in a few places, where heavy blasting

or revetment walls are necessary. In the Naga Hills, the "Wokha

road was pushed on with, and a narrow path has now been cut for very

nearly the whole length of the line.

In the other districts, the original works carried out were of an

unimportant character, being chiefly extensions of existing roads, or the

substitution of timber for bamboo bridges.

The total expenditure on original works, though small, is quite

as much as is desirable; for, in the present condition of the Province,

the money available can generally be more usefully expended on improv

ing existing roads than in opening out new lines.

The ordinary annual repairs were fairly well executed in all districts.

Members of the committees and other gentlemen rendered considerable

assistance by undertaking or supervising road work.

It is chiefly due to such assistance that the cost of establishment

bears so small a proportion to the total outlay. The only districts in which

a regular executive establishment was maintained are Kamrup and

Cachar, which have each a District Engineer and some subordinate

establishment. The Kamrup District Engineer was appointed in

September last (having been transferred from the Public Works Depart

ment, in which ho held the rank of a Supervisor, first grade), aud his

appointment appears to have been followed by good results.

The districts of Goalpara, Nowgong, and Sylhet have each one

overseer. In Goalpara, the road-cess (under Act X. of 1871) began

to be levied from 1st October, 187t>; but very little money was obtained

from this source until quite the end of the year.
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MISCELLANEOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS.

233. The thorough drainage of the station of Gauháti has been

determined upon, and the preparatory operations were commenced during

the year.

POST-OFFICE.

234. The number of post-offices in the Province is steadily increas

ing, as will appear from the following statements:—

Existing on the 1st April, 1874.

Post-offlcee. Letter-boxes. Kami messenger*. ^ы nTp£íl

38 5 11 54

Existing on the ЗЫ March, 1877.

Post-offices. Letter-**«. Eural meters. Д?! ^tcll

82 31 96 209

These figures show a considerable increase in the short space of

three roars. New offices are still being established all over the country,

wherever there is a prospect of their being self-supporting. In the tea

districts, the plan of opening small post-offices at populous places, and

of employing rural messengers to visit distant villages and gardens, is

working very satisfactorily.

235. At the close of March, 1877, there were 1 ,435 miles of Imperial

mail lines in the Assam postal circle. This includes the Jalpaiguri

and Cooch Buhar districts, which form part of the circle. These figures

show an increa.se of 172 miles, as compared with last year's return.

In the Chief Commissionership of Assam the Imperial mail lines extend

over 1,203 miles.

The above docs not include postal lines, worked by runners paid

out of zemindari funds.

Many new lines are required, but the cost of employing runners

is so heavv that great care has to be taken to prevent undue loss to tho

State.

236. Tho experiment made last year, of opening small rural post-

offices along the north bank of the Brahmaputra, has worked satisfactorily

during the year under report. The four post-offices opened in Kámrúp

have been made permanent, and, in addition to these, one has been

established in Darrang, 17 miles north of TYzpur, and three in Goálpára.

237. The bulk of parcels from Calcutta for Assam are carried by

steamer as far as Gauháti, and from there are

sent on by land. Parcels for Shillong from

Bengal travel via Dacca and Sylhet.

238. The correspondence delivered through the post-office shows a

very slight increase, in spite of the great extension of postal facilities.

The following is a return for tho past three years :—

Years. Number of covers.

1874-75 1,700,205

1875-7G 1,723,738

1870-77 1,775,725

This statement shows an increase of 1 and 3 per cent, onlv, respectively.

The comparativo statement marked A overleaf shows the corres

pondence of the several districts.



q r- n y.o « o£ a

 

oa'9in

9i»'S
ica'oe018

OX)'51!

90S'O5

08<Ai>910'OH'l

0*801TOE'SSitsIlet's

ISS'915OW'0951-51881161*111

050'EII

£c.i'»;i
059'89

SCS'rltTI!'81S

•U-9!8I

7:-9isi,9:-'.':8i

■ii-yist

oi-o'98i
Ki'OlS

IzVlHL2t't9

81
H

01FSI*

981

II0181

01CI

z(It

•(lajsoj

00110*19M1A*!POAITOOI

(U9AOOJOjjqmn^

•SOOB"-5--'OJoqj

UIXi-lAl]epJOJP-1A1900J

qSmumSuissudsjjauo;oloqranvj

■x>yjo-isodamqSnojqi
Supndbjoaojjoaoqiuu^

•ii-9181

•9i-c:si

•S-l.iSnossAm
liuiujo.wquin£

71-9181

■9i-J!8l

•BaoQjo-iflodjojaqmiiK

•fioj.

'»U1HOJTO

••'wpdivof)Jtnpto

wuta

•**vRyu■8|I!Hlenqx•jnduiiq5[trj;■•■8ao8jioj£•■•Sunjjca

■v



POST-OFFICE. 95

239. The revenue on unpaid correspondence has risen from

Its. 35,1)20 in 1875-7b" to Rs. 38,455 in the year under review.

240. The following statement shows a steady increase in the

proceeds from the sale of postage labels, which is very satisfactory: —

Years. Amount.

Ba.

1873-74 43.715

1874-75 51,270

1875-76 58,348

1870-77 62,629

The increase during the last three years has thus been over 17, 13,

and 7 per cent, respectively.

241. The sale of service labels for official correspondence is

exhibited in the following return:—

n*.

1873-74 12,857

1874-75 14,797

1875-76 15,816

1870-77 10,598

242. At the end of 1875-7G, there were nine publications in

existence ; out of these, five ceased to exist
Registered pnb.ications. during the course of the year under report, and

two new ones were started.

243. Seventeen persons were prosecuted and punished for various

„ . _ _. . offences committed against the Post-office Act,
Prosecntlons for offence* airainst
the Post-office Act. of these, eight were post-office servants.

244. Sylhet and Goalpara are the only regulation districts in the

Province in which the Zamindari Dak Act
District post. j-vnL (B C ) of 1862j is jn operation> and

where a suitable sum has been set apart for the entertainment of a

local postal establishment, the main object of which is the conveyance of

police and revenue despatches.

In Sylhet, the local post-office is under the management of the

General Post-office. For the year under review, a sum of lis. 8,381

was sanctioned by the Chief Commissioner for the keeping up of the

district post-offices in this district. At the beginning of the year, there

were eight district post-offices and 477 miles of postal lines. During

the year, one of these post-offices was, in consequence of its importance,

converted into an Imperial office, and three new district post-offices

were opened. Two new lines have also been opened during the year,

and direct communication has been established with Mymensingh.

On the 1st of December last, the Deputy-Commissioner of

Goalpara arranged to make over to the Postal Department a monthly

sum of lis. 175, to defray the expense of keeping up five district post-

offices, six district rural messengers, and 5b' miles of mail lines.
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This new arrangement, which has been in operation since the 1st

of December last, is working satisfactorily, as will be seen from the

accompanying table, showing the correspondence delivered by the

district post:—

Number of covers passing through the district post-office.

District.
Numbers of covers received

for delivery.
Number of covers

posted.

187C-76. 1876-77. 1875 76. 1876-77.

10,840 13,064 2,076 6,339

Kamriip is the only other district in the Province where a

small grant has been allowed to the Postal Department for the purpose

of improving communications. A monthly subsidy of Rs. 60 from the

District Improvement Fund enables two small mail lines to be kept up

between Gauhati and the principal police-stations in the north of

Kamriip.

245. The following is a financial statement, showing the receipts

and expenditure of the Postal Department in Assam during the past

four years:—

Year. Receipts. Expenditure.
F.iceM of

expenditure
over receipts.

Rs. As. P. Rs. An. P. Rs.

1873-74 .. 82,978 13 7 1,08,912 11 7 25,934

1874-75 ... 98,018 10 5 1,24,908 8 5 26,990

1875-76 ... 1.09,455 4 3 1.2t;,528 0 0 17.073

1876-77 ... 1,17,583 0 8 1,33,550 5 8 15,909

It will be observed that tho excess of expenditure over receipts has

been largely reduced in the last, two years, in spite of the wide extension

of the operations of the department.

Telegraph.

216. The operations of this department during the period under

review were of no slight importance, and the year saw the completion

of the new line, extending from Gauhati to Dibrugarh, the survey for

which had been undertaken during the preceding year. This line is

276 miles in length, and the party had to contend with many physical

difficulties in the prosecution of the work. The work of construction

commenced in October, 1876, and tho last post was erected before the

close of the year. Tho first office, that of Nowgong, was opened

on the 1st January, 1877, and the last office, that of Dibrugarh, was
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opened on the 31st March, 1877. The political value of this line,

connecting, as it does, the head-quarters of the Province with districts

where complications with savage border tribes are liable to happen at

any moment, cannot be over-estimated, while, to that large portion of

the mercantile community which is interested in the great tea industry

of the Province, the connection with Calcutta by wire of the districts

of the Assam Valley is a very considerable boon. The Chief Commis

sioner considers the completion of this extension line to have been one

of the most important events of the year 187(5-77, as regards Assam.

Much of the success of the undertaking was due to the fnct of

the removal of the divisional head-quarters from Purneah to Dhubri,

and the consequent increased efficiency of the supervising agency.

It was intended to have commenced the work of re-construction

of the line from Dhubri to Gauháti during the working season of

1876-77, but financial considerations rendered the postponement of this

work necessary. The work will, it is hoped, be carried out during the

ensuing working season.

The Chief Commissioner hopes that before long there will be

direct telegraphic communication between Gauháti and Mangaldai.

From the latter place, the line could be readily extended to Tezpur.

A branch extension of the line from Nigriting to Golághát is

very desirable, as such extension would place a large number of planters

in communication with Calcutta, and the Political Officer, Naga Hills, in

easy communication with Shillong. Colonel Keatinge hopes that this

work will receive the serious attention of the Telegraph Department.

The total amount realized on messages despatched from Assam

during the year was Ks. 21,094, showing an increase of Rs. 2,468-10,

as compared with the preceding year.

There were some thefts of telegraph material on the Sylhet-

Cacbar line, but, unfortunately, none of the offenders were detected.
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CHAPTER V.

REYENUE AND FINANCE.

A.—IMPERIAL REVENUE and FINANCE.

247. The following statements for 1875-76 and 1876-77 show

that the net receipts of the Province on account of Imperial and

Provincial Services, Local and Municipal Funds,

In 1875-76 ... ... ... 67,86,265

In 1876-77 ... ... ... 66,60,900

Net falling off in 1876-77 ... 1,25,365
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Account of the Gross and Net Revenue of the Province of Assam for the

official year 1875-76.
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Provincial.

Imperial allotment for ProTincial Services
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/ Medical
( Printing
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Public Works
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1,1691
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Net Receipts . . .
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20,660

67,86.263
i
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A.— Finance, 1.—Account of the Gross «nof Net Revenue of the Province

of Assam for the official year 1876-77.
 

Charges against income.
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Excise on spirits and drugs 230

18,17.247 4,921 9,00,235 40,973 9,52,129 :18,73,470 S.S5»
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4.96,821
1.17.53(1
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•.3.299
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2,904
1,453
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17.65.43C 1,341

i
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.. ....
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1,341 1.841 21,14.026

90,13( ....
|
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Gross leceiDts 77,92,26( 38,795 10,I.V.l'k 40,973 . . 11,31,30< 66^7.623 26,7«

Deduct net charges . .

Net receipts

26.72J

S6.6O.9O0
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The above-noted falling off is thns distributed :—

—

Class of Revenue.

Net revetme In— Difference in-

1875-76. 1876-77. More. Lose.

R»

45.60,280

18.64,418

2,56.496

1,05,071

44,56,738

17,64,089

3,49.937

90,136

93,441

1,03,542

1 ,00,329

14,935

Total 67,8G,2C5 66,60,900 93,441 2,18,806

1,25.365

Tliese figures require, however, some explanation. In 1875-7(3,

! Deputy-Commissioners of Lakbimpur and Kamrup omitted to

educt from land revenue and to credit to Local Funds the l-17th

assignment granted to the latter for local improvements. The amount

aggregates Rs. 60,600. This omission has been rectified in 1876-77, and

throws out the comparison between the two years by double that sum.

If it be eliminated, the falling off of Rs. 1,*J5,365 will be thus

distributed :—

Revenue, 1876-77, compared with 1875-76.

More.

Imperial Services .

Provincial Services

Local Funds

Municipal Funds ..

Rs. Rs.

17,658

1,00,329

27.759

14,935

17,658 1,43,023

1,25,365

The small increase under Imperial Services is due to a variety

of causes. There is a net increase under the three heads classed as

" Territorial revenue," viz., land revenue, forests, and excise, as shown

below, of Rs. 25,000:—

1875-76.
Rs.

Net receipts 39,62,388

Net charge 1,528

1876-77.
Rs.

38,73.470

8,352

39,60,860 38,65,118

Error of Rs. 60,600 — 60,600 + 60,600

39,00,260 39,25,718
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This would have been much larger but for the growing expenditure

of the Forest Department, which has absorbed all the forest

revenue, including that collected by civil officers, and Rs. 8,300

besides. On the other hand, the cost of the settlement of Jaintia,

in the district of Sylhet, and of the la-kheraj survey, in the Assam

Valley, are exceptional items of expenditure, and are not really charges

of 1876-77, though the money was spent in that year.

The decrease under Provincial Services of Rs. 1,00,329 is

. fk— owing to a decrease in the allotment* from
• 187.1-6 17,69.763 T °. , T ,,

1876-77 16,69,788 Imperial revenues. In 1875-76, there was a

03,975 large deficit, expenditure having unavoidably

exceeded income. This deficit was met by a

special allotment from the Government of India, which was not repeated

in 1876-77.

In 1875-76, also, certain recoveries were made from the Bengal

Government on account of balances of Local and Municipal funds

outstanding on 1st April, 1874. No such recoveries being again made

in 1876-77, the decrease in that year connected with those funds is

thus accounted for.

248. The subjoined statement will show at a glance the chief

Imperial heads which brought in a net revenue or surplus to the

Administration in 1875-76:—

Charges for
collection,
including

pay of Depu
ty-Assistant
and Extra-
Assistant-
Commis
sioners.

Allowances

Sources of Income.
Gross

receipts.

Refunds and
drawbacks.

and assign
ments under
treaties and
engage
ments.

Total.
Net

receipts.

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Ha. Rs.

53,75.576
14.14.661
6,15.716

6,909

18,179
960

1,458

7,37.504
11.610
9,080

67,496 8,13,179
12.571
10,538

25.60.S97
14.01.S91
6,05178

, ( Miscellaneous . .
Low and \ 0cnerai fees,

justice... [ fineS, fcc, ....

6,909

66.07278,234
12,616

12,162 12,162
12.616
26,893

36,119 9,226 9,226

There were only two Imperial heads in 1875-76 in which the

charges of administration and collection exceeded the receipts, viz:—

Gross
receipts.

Refunds
and

drawbacks.

Charges for
collection and
administration.

Total.
Net

charge.

Rs.

61,869

1,09,610

Rs.

1,154

Rs.

62,243

1,28,742

Rs. Rs.

1,528

19,132

63,397

1,28,742
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The combined deficit under both the above heads amounted in

round figures to lit. 20,000.

In 187П-77 the chief surplus Imperial heads were—

Refunds

and

draw

backs.

collectlon,includ-

ing pay of

Deputy-Assist

ant and Extra-

Assistant-Com-

missioners.

Charges for
Allowances

Heads.
Groes

receipts .

and assign

ments under

treaties

and engage-

menu.

Total.
Net

receipt«.

A* R*

4 528

Ae- a» *•• &»

Excise ..
82 89 311

1 496

Law and Í Miscellaneous ....

j.Lic^ p^ feee »*

Interest

8,809

80,959 19,957 iV.is;
«,809

61,002

7 186 . * . .

and the two deficit heads were—

Net deficit

81 668 163 89 757 89 920

Port-office 1 17 530 1,85 901 135901 18,371

The net transactions of the two years are compared below:—

Net surplus. 1876-77. 1875-76.

Land revenue Net surplus.

Es.

24,38,974

ßs.

25,60,397

Ditto. 14,34,490 14,01 991

Law and justice—

Ditto. 4,85,863 5,05,178

Ditto. 8,809 6,909

Ditto. 61,002 66,072

Interest Ditto. 7,186 12,616

Miscellaneous Ditto. 46,289 26,893

Net charge. 8,352 1,523

Poet-office Ditto. 18,371 19,132

The falling off in the surplus land revenue has been already

explained as having been caused by an omission to debit in the accounts

of the preceding year the l-17th assignment for local improvements,

amounting to Rs. 60,600; rectifying this mistake, there is a difference

of only Rs. 223 in the net surplus land revenue of the two years. There

is an important decrease of Bs. 20,000 in the stamp revenue, which is

variously accounted for by various officers. It is remarkable that a

similar decrease appears to have occurred in most other parts of India,

and has been ascribed in some provinces to evasion of stamp duty.

Similar causes may, perhaps, have been at work here. The subject is

receiving attention.
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249. The following statement still further exhibits the financial

position of Assam in 187G-77 :—

A.—Finance, 2.—Account of Expenditure from the net income of lite

Province of Assam for the official year 187(5-77 and that preceding it.

Subject of Expenditure.

1874-76. 1876-77.

Ra. Us.

2,660

2,78,191

3,186

3,07,180

4,83,220

33,173

13,142

17,69,763

4,84.367

37,890

10.705

16,69,788

25,80,149 25,13,110

1,22,237

21,622

1,15,742

18,657

5,71,165 5,91,599

1,83,421

18.398

24.955

26,560

5,500

34,835

17,797

1,68,104

30,322

18.822

19,230

7,044

28.036

30.928

8,49,504 6,49,562

18,75,994 16,78,046

36,824

3,32,393

9,489

1,603

4,647

53,769

2,78,039

9.498

2,673

5,334

3,84,956 3,49,313

22,60,950

63,295

20,27,359

75,948

49,04,394 46,16,423

67,86,265

18,81,771

66,60,900

20,44,477

Imperial.

Interest on Savings Banks and other accounts

Civil and Political establishments and contingencies—

187S-76. 1876-7".

Administration 1,66,342 1,79.099

Minor establishment 22.504 15,627

Ecclesiastical 12.129 17,006

Medical 57,413 65,069

Political 19,803 29,779

Total 2,78,191 3,07,180

Judicial charges, courts, &c

Superannuation and retired allowances.

Miscellaneous

Allotments for Provincial Services ....

Total Imperial.

Provincial Services and Local Finds.

Provincial.

Jail

Registration

Police

Education

Medical

Printing

Minor establishment

Office rents, rates and taxes

Miscellaneous

Contributions

Public Works

Total Provincial.

Local Funds.

Assam Local Funds

Improvement Fund

District Post Fund

Cantonment Fund ...

Assam Williamson Educational Endowment Fund

Total, Local Funds.

Total, Provincial Services and Local Funds.

Municipalities

Grand Total.

Net receipts as in Statement No. 1 .

Surplus
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The preceding statement shows the expenditure of the Province from

its net income. It will be observed that in 1875-76 there was a surplus

on account of Imperial and Provincial Services and Local and Munici

pal Funds of Rs. 18,81,711; while in 1870-77 the surplus on account of

these funds was Rs. 20,44,477, showing an improvement in the latter

year of Rs. 1,62,706. The figures may be thus distributed:—

 

Class of revenue
and charges.

1875-76. 1876-77.

Net revenne.
Statement
AL

Expenditure
Stateiiient

AS.

Net revenue,
dtatcment
A 1.

Expenditure
Statement
A 2.

—»

Surplus. Deficit. Surplus. Defliit.

Rs. K» ft* B» 4W

45,60.280
18,64.418

l»6
1,05,071

25.80.149
18.76.994
3,84,956
61,295

19,80,131 44 56,738
17,64.089
3,49,937

90.136

25.13.116
16.78.046
8,49.:'. 18
75,948

19.43,622
86.043

624
14,188

Local
 11.576

1,28,460
Municipal 41,776

ToUl 67,86,265 49,04,394 20,21,907 1,40,0:16 66,60,900 46,16,423 20,44,477

18,81,871 20,44 477

Under Imperial revenue, there was a surplus in 1875-7G of

Rs. 19,80,131; but from this must be deducted the erroneous credit

of Rs. 60,600, referred to above. The same amount must be

added also to the surplus of 1876-77, which has been reduced by having

to bear the deduction of revenue necessary to amend this error. The

correct comparison between the two years is as shown below:—

1875-76 19,19,631

1876-77 20,04,222

Improvement in 1876-77 84,691

This improvement is thus accounted for—

Improvement in net revenue 17,000

Decreased expenditure 67,000

84,000

The decreased expenditure referred to above is accounted for by the

statement already made,—that in 1875-76 there was a large Provincial

Service deficit,- which was met by an increased allotment, which is

debitable to Imperial Services. No such allotment was made in

1876-77. This accounts fora decreased expenditure of one lakh, so that

there has been an increase under other heads of about Rs. 33,000.

r
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The increased expenditure of Rs. 33,000 may thus Ы? appor

tioned, viz. :—

Increase. Decrease.

Rs. Re.

Administration 13,000

Minor Departments 7000

Errlri.iatic.il 5,000

Medical 8,000

I>.,litii-ul 10,000

Law and justice 1,000

Superannuatiri] 5,000

Miscellaneous.. 2000

Total 42,000 9,000

33,000

Rs. 8,000 of the in crease under "Administration" are accounted for

by the increase in the pay of the Secretary from Rs. 16,000 to Rs. 24,000

per annum. The remainder is on account of increased charges for

establishments, <tc.

Under "Minor Departments," the decrease is accounted for by the

discontinuance of the coal explorations in Assam, and by the transfer of

the charges on account of the Sadiya fair to Provincial Services.

The increase under "Ecclesiastical" is owing to the promotion of the

Shillong chaplain from the rank of junior to that of senior chaplain, to

the re-appointment of a minister at Dibrugarh, and to the increase in

the pay of the minister at Cachar.

Under "Medical" the increase is due to the employment during the

year of officers of higher grade pay than in 1875-76. Some of the

officers employed in 1875-76 have earned increments, which tend to

swell the total charge to the Province for medical officers.

Under " Provincial Services" the chief difference is under Public

• is:;-:« neiwt неге AVorks. The cxpsndiluro was nearly two

1870-77. surplus »«.ma lakhs loss in 1876-77 than in 1875-76. Ihe

Better ¡n 1876-77, iu. »7,BiD Chief Commissioner had received instructions

to bring the expenditure within the assets, and

the strictest economy was ordered under every head. Compared with

1875-76, there is a saving in 1876-77 under—

Rs.

Registration 2,965

Jails 6,495

Education 15,317

Printing 6,133

Minor establishments 7,330

Miscellanous 6,799

Public Works 1,99,942

and an increase under—

Police 20,434

Medical ..„ 11,924

Oflice rent 1.544

Contributions 13.131
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The increase under " Police" is accounted for by payments made

for rifles issued from the arsenal at Fort William, and by the appoint

ment of an Inspector-General of Police. Special additions to the Pro-

vincial Service allotment were made by the Government of India for

these services. The increase under " Medical " is accounted for by the

establishment of a lunatic asylum at Tezpur, and by arrear charges

for medicines.

Under "Office rent," there was a charge of Es. 1,304 for the

settlement office at Sylhet ; and under " Contributions" there are some

arrear charges.

It will be noticed that there was a deficit under Local Funds in

1875-76 and a surplus in 187C-77. This is chiefly due to increased

revenue. The expenditure also has been kept down where economy

was necessary. Coming to details of these funds, it may be mentioned

that the expenditure of the Assam Local Fund in 1876-77 shows an

increase over the expenditure in 1875-76, viz. :—

Bs.

1876-77 53,769

1875-76 36,824

16,945

the increased expenditure being warranted by the flourishing

condition of the fund. The chief items which have caused this increase

are as follows. A net sum of Rs. 12,930 was debited to this fund on

account of the tonga and bullock train service, vis. :—

Re. A. P.

Charges 18,148 7 9

Receipts 5,217 13 6

Net 12,930 10 3

A contribution of Rs. 5,000 was also given from the Assam Local

Fund to the Naga Hills District Improvement Fund. The charges of

the District Improvement Fund, on the other hand, show a decrease,

thus :—

Bs.

1875-76 ... ... • ... ... 3,32,393

1876-77 ... ... ... ... 2,78,039

Decrease ... 54,354

The expenditure upon Public Works in the former year was abnormally-

high, owing to the large credit balances standing over from 1874-75.

The remaining heads call for no remark.
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250. The following statement shows the "ways and means" of the

Province for 187G-77:—

A.—Finance, 3.—Account of Cash Iieceipts and Disbursements of the

treasuries of the Province of Assam for the year 1876-77.

ReociptR. Amount. Expenditure.

Rs.

,83,461 I

26.723 )

Cash balance of last year . . .

Mnouau

Net revenue, as porsUtement
No. I 44,83,401

Less revenue charges against
income, as per No. I 26,

Repayments of miscellaneous advance!*
and advances to cultivators

Deposits
fciisjK use acconnts.
Bills drawn on other ( Locnl . . _

treiisuries. \ Other Governments
Lix:al cash remittances ....
Public "Works Departntt nt

Idtto Telepraph

31,48,274 l

Other UovemnunU, < Money Orders .
Civil. { Miscellaneous .

Military Department

Total Imperial .

14,00,738

05,109
6,03,0116

7.089
1,93,335
9.87,10-1

SI.34,871
9,09.482
28,708

2.84.417
41,78,066
1 ,63,023

1,41,10,305

Provihcial Services axd Local
Funus.

Receipts, as per Statement No. I.
Advances recoverable
Suspense account
Permanent advances
Cash recoveries

21,14,026
2.378

53,11)5

2,142

Total Provincial Services and
Funds

Local
21,71,741

Municipalities, as per Statement No. 1..

Grand Total .
Deduct disbursements .

Cash balance at end of the year .

90,136

1.03.20.316
1.63,7 6,038

29,50,478

Imperial.

Expenditure as per Statement No. 2 . .

Miscellaneous advances and
to cultivators

Repayments of deposits
Suspense accounts
_ , , ( Local
Bills discharged on ) otnor Govern.
other treasuries. ^ ment*

Local cash remittances
Public Works Department

Ditto Telegraph
Other Governments, I Money Order . .

Civil. ( Miscellaneous . .
Military Department

Total Imperial.

Provincial Services and local
Fes us.

Expenditure, as per Statement No. 2.. .
Advances recoverable
Suspense account
Permanent advances
Cash recoveries

Total, Provincial Services and Local

Funds

25,13,11*

64,4*4
4,30,310
11.490

1.76,954

64.30.468
21^5,417
9,3 1.609

75,760
1,29,483
5.44.463
9,83,950

1,41,17,434

20,27.359
1.573
61.3*1

Municipalities, as per Statement No. 2.

Grand Total

20,82.656

75.M8

1,65,76,038

The year, it will be observed, opened with a cash balance of

Rs. 31,48,274. It met an aggregate expenditure of Rs. 1,65,76.038,

its total receipts from all sources were Rs. 1,95,26,346, and the closing

cash balance was therefore Rs. 29,50,478. The peculiarities of the

resource arrangements of Assam having been explained in the last

Administration Report, it is not necessary to go over the same ground

again. It is sufficient to say, in connection with this subject, that in

1876-77 tho cash remittances in coin and notes to and from the

Province were as follows :—

Rs.

Received from Bengal 30,09.695

India 7,03,347

Total 37,13,042

Sent to India in large notes 2,89,000

Total 34,24,042
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Tin's shows a falling off from the previous year. Tho figures for

the past three years are—

Bs.

1874-75 ... ... ... ... 32,37,000

1875-76 ' ... ... ... ... 41,18,180

1870-77 ... ... ... ... 34,24,042

The supply-bill transactions, however, show an increase, thus—

Rs.

Paid 03,19,113

Issued 7,53,060

Net 55.05,453

The last threo years' figures are—

• Bs.

1874-75 ... ... ... ... 46,32,000

1875-76 ... ... ... ... 48,00,940

1876-77 ... ... ... ... 55.05,453

The net sum supplied to the Military Department was rather

less than in previous years. The figures for the three years are—

Rs.

1874-75 ... ... ... ... 10,52,030

1875-76 ... ... ... ... 8,51,910

1876-77 ... " ... ... ... 8,18,027

The supplies to the Telegraph Department were, on the other hand,

larger than usual, owing, probably, to the capital charges for extending

the line towards Dibrugarh.

The following are the figures for the three years :—

Rs.

1874-75 ... ... ... ... 24,220

1875-76 ... ... ... ... 21,140

1876-77 • ... ... ... .. 47,055

Imperial Civil Revenue.

251. In the foregoing paragraphs, the accounts of the Province

have been dealt with as a whole. They will now be explained more in

detail, following the arrangement in last year's report, under the separate

heads of—

(1.) Imperial Civil Revenue.

(2.) Ditto Expenditure.

(3.) Provincial Revenue.

(4.) Local Funds.

(5.) Municipal Revenue.
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252. The following statement exhibits the Imperial civil revenue

of 187G-77, as compared with that of 1875-76:—

Head of Revenue. 1875-76. 1876-77. Increase. Decrease.

iw JU- K*

I. 33,73.576 32.89.311 84.265
III. 61,869 81,568 19.699
IV. 14,14,561 14,4(1.368 31,807

lVi95IX. 5,ln,716 4,96,821
' 7.920XI. 1,09.610 1,17.530

XIII. 85.143 89,768 4,625
"»',«0XVII. 12.616 7,186

XVIII. 884 792 .... 92
XIX. Gain by exchange on transactions with

London
.... 50 50 ....

XX. 86,119 67,369 21,250 ....

56,10,094 55^6,763 85,351 1,08,682

Net dec 23,331

Land Revenue.—This decrease has already been explained as being

apparent only, being due to an omission to debit to this head in the

preceding year's accounts a sum of lis. 60,600, which should have been

credited to Local Funds. This sum has accordingly been debited

against the revenue of 1876-77. The real amount of land revenue

in 1875-76 was therefore Rs. 33,12,976, and for 1876-77 Rs. 33,49,911,

showing an actual increase of Rs. 36,935. "

Forests.—Increase, Rs. 19,699, owing to increased revenue from

timber removed from the forests by consumers. The Forest Depart

ment now charges all other public departments for all timber cut for

them on Government land. Such charges were not made in previous

years, hence the increase.

Excise.—Increase, Rs. 31,807. This increase is on account of

" License and distillery fees and duties on sale of liquors and drugs."

The sale of excise opium was about the same in both years.

Stamps.—This decrease has already been noticed.

Post-office.—Increase, Rs. 7,920, owing to improved revenue

caused by extended operations. There was, however, a per contra

increase in expenditure of Rs. 7,159.

Law and Justice.—Increase, Rs. 4,625. About Rs. 2,000 of this

increase is on account of " Sale-proceeds of unclaimed and escheated

property." The remainder is under " Magisterial fines."

Interest.—Decrease, Rs. 5,430. Receipts under this head vary

greatly from year to year. Interest is received only on account of

arrears of " Sale-proceeds of waste lands." As the balances are paid

up, receipts under this head will decrease.

Miscellaneous.—Increase, Rs. 21,253, due to increased receipts on

account of survey expenses in connection with waste land applications,

and on account of exceptional recoveries of law charges in the district

of Goalpara.
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Imperial Civil Expenditure.

253. In the table below the Imperial Civil expenditure in 1876-77

is compared with the same expenditure in 1875-76 —

Head of Charge. 1875-76. 1876-77. Increase. Decrease.

-
A» A* Its. Ba.

2.660 3,186 626 ....
4:1,1 37,454 'V,685

7,37.;i(M 7,9«.8:i6 61,832 ....
02,2-13 89,757 27,514 ....
11.610 11,642 82 ....
9.OHO 9,462 382 ....

1.28.742 1,35,901 7,159 ....
1,66,342 1,79,0119 13,357 ....
22,504 15.027

"1.147
6,877

Ecclesiastical
4,83,220 4.84,307 ....
12,129 17.006 4,877 ....
57.413 65.069 7,056
19Ji03 2!>*779 9',976
67.496 46,973

"4,717

10,523
33,173 87,890

"2,43713,142 10,705
17,69,763 10,69,788 99,975

36,39,963 36,43,141 1,28,675 1,25,497

Net increase 3,178

Refunds and drawbacks.—Decrease, Rs. 5,685. In 1875-76 the

refunds on account of land revenue were exceptionally large. This

fact, and the ordinary fluctuations in this very uncertain item of charge,

account for the decrease in 1876-77.

Land revenue.—The increase has already been explained.

Forests.—Increase, Rs. 27,514. Rs. 12,000 of this increase

represent increased charges on account of " Conservancy and works."

The remainder (Rs. 16,000 in round numbers) represents increased

establishment charges. It is due to extension of the operations of the

Department.

Post-office.—Increase, Rs. 7,159, owing to extended operations.

The increased charges under " Administration," " Ecclesiastical,"

and " Medical," and the decrease under " Minor Departments," have

already been explained in detail, and the trifling decrease under " Law

and Justice" requires no explanation.

Political Agencies.—Increase, Rs. 9,976. The cost to the Province

on account of the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi was Rs. 11,800. The

cost of the public rejoicings on the 1st January was Us. 3,700. Total,

Rs. 15,500. The difference between this amount and the increase shown

in the accounts «nder the whole major head is caused by decreased

'• Miscellaneous political charges for diet of hill tribes, &c."

Allmcances and assignments.—Decrease, Rs. 10.5*23 A decrease of

Rs. 6,000 is owing to Rajah Kandarpesvar Singh having drawn his
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pension at Calcutta. The remainder of the decrease is, apparently, due

to the fact that some arrears were paid in 1875-7(5. No such arrear

payments having been made in 1876-77, there is a comparative

decrease.

None of the other items call for remark here.

I.—LAim REVENUE.

254. The number of land revenue paying estates on the revenue-

ordinaryi^drer.^ ro11 at the .c,ose °.f the year under report was

5,08,857, being an increase of 24,153 over the

figures of the preceding year. The increase is principally due to

extension of cultivation. Of the above-mentioned estates, 50,842 are

permanently settled, all situated in Sylhet, except 17 in Goalpara and

one iii the Giro Hills, and the rest are settled temporarily, mostly under

the annual Assam settlements.

The total demand on account of land revenue for the year was

Rs. 32,15,41(1, of which Its. 30,30,JIM represent the current demand and

Its. 1,84,4 Hi, the arrear demand on account of the previous year. The

current demand, as compared with that of the previous year, shows an

increase of Its. 1,13,911, due to the extension of cultivation and to the

re-settlement of estates at enhanced rentals. Out of the total demand,

lis. 30,52,750 were collected and Its. 4,689 remitted, leaving at the

close of the year a balance of Its. 1,57,071, against a balance of

Its. 1,80,385 in the previous year.

Of the total balance, Rs. 1,04,420 in Sylhet were not recoverable

.cnrimr 5.290 bv law within the vear, Its. 4,263 are irre-

oiXL '»f« coverable, and the remainder (Rs. 49,288*) is

Kiiinrui) '^i in course of realization. A large portion of

" mpa this sum has been realized since the close of

4iKm the year. The districts of Kamrup, Darrang,

Nowgong, and Sibsagar, and the hill districts, show a clear balance-

sheet.

255. The main sources from which miscellaneous land revenue is

derived in this Province are (1) elephant
Miscrflaneou, land revenue. mehalgj (g) fisheries, (3) lime-quarries. (4)

poll-tax, (5) house-tax, (6) tines on fiscal officers. In Assam Proper

the current demand of the year under this head was Rs. 2,23,650,

or Rs. 65,146 less than the amount payable in the previous year. The

decrease is partly due to the fact of all the elephant mehals in

Darrang, Nowgong, and tSibsiigar, and some of the mehals in

Lakhimpur, having been allowed to rest during the year, and partly to

the exclusion from the demand of 1876-77 of the sums which, though

due on account of the year, were not legally recoverable before its close.

Of the total demand, inclusive of arrears, a sum of Rs. 2,46.234

was collected, and Rs. 964 were remitted, leaving a balance of

Its. 37,272, distributed as follows:—
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Вь

(1.) Elephant mehals 2,800

Ci.) Fishery ditto 10,192

(3.) Poll-tax 1,562

(4.) House-tax 1,504

(5.) Fines under Act XX. of 1848 16,214

The balances under the heads ( 2 ) and (5 ) wore chiefly due from ByIhet,

and could not be realized, owing to all the formalities in connection with

the procedure under Act VII. (B.C.) of 18GÖ not having been completed

within the year. The whole of this amount, as well as the amount under

head "(1) Elephant mehals," is in course of realization. Of the amount

under the head "(4) House-tax," Rs. 20У have been realized since the

close of tho year, Rs. 104 remitted, and Rs. 758 are in course of

realization. The remainder of the balance, and the whole amount under

h.;ad "(3) Poll-tax," is of doubtful recovery.

П.—SOURCES ОГ IMPEEIAL EEVENTJE OTHEE THAN LAUD.

SECTION I.—OPIUM.

256. The revenue realized from opium in this Province consists of

(1) tho net price of opium supplied by the Board of Revenue, Lower

Provinces, for sale in this Province, and (2) of the fees levied on licenses

for the retail vend of the drug, and of the preparations therefrom

(rnadit and chandu).

During the year under review, the collections under these heads

Rb amounted to Rs. 12,33,300,* or nearly 86

• s« prie« of opiam . . u,e2,í84 Per cent, of the total excise revenue of the

^oSSa'**"" t 45 мб Province. The amount realized in 1875-76 was

«ad« :::::::::: tJM RS. 12,25,1414
Chanda .......... 2,53«

тоы 1383300 Deducting from the above total collec-

t oc this tion8 th агге*г realzations and the advance
s _ .re

collect«! in »avance for 1877-78. payments on ше one hand, and adding to them

: inclusive of RS. 2,0« arrear on the other hand, the amounts realized in

advance in previous years on account of

for 1876-77. the years under comparison, the following

figurée are obtained:—

Be.

J 12.23,510 (a)

18-C-77 12,21,871 (6)

(о) 11,25,141 total collection«.

2,046 arrear collections.

and 1,284 realised in advance for 1876-77.

U.21,811

1,698 revenue of 1875-76 paid in advance ta 1I74-7»

•at I current balauol unrealized.

Total. Л2.33ЛО



114 ASSAJl AliltlMtiTKATIUM UEPMBT.

(M 12,3,1.300 total collections.
Deduct 12,712 advnuce for 1877-78. -

and 1 i

12.20.C87
1,284 rcTenuc of 1876-77 realized in advance in 1875-76.

Total. .12.21.x71

Deducting from these amounts, again, the cost of conveying opium

which was in 1875-76 lis. 13,764, and in 1876-77 Rs. 12,319, the net

revenue of the two years will be as follows:—

St.

1875-76 12,09.746

1876-77 12,09,552

Decrease in 1876-77 194

Thus, on the whole, the net revenue has remained almost

stationary. This result is satisfactory, in so far that, while the consump

tion has, as will be presently seen, been checked, the revenue has not

diminished to any appreciable extent, and so, as regards opium, the object

of the excise system, which is to raise as large an amount of revenue

from intoxicating liquors and drugs as is compatible with the dis

couragement of their use, has been attained.

257. 1,689 maunds of opium were imported during the year under

review ; 909 maunds 24 seers remained in store at the close of the

preceding year; the total quantity in 6tore during the year was. thus

2,598 maunds 24 seers; of this quantity, 1,793 maunds 38 seers were

issued to retail vendors during the year, leaving at its close 804 maunds

26 seers in stock.

258. The following table shows the number of shops open, and the

quantity of opium sold, in each district of the Province during the last

two years :—

District.

Knmbcr of shops. Quantity sold.

1876-76. 1878-77. 1876-76. 1876-77.

Mds. Bra. Mds. En.

74 64 60 27 43 11
119 87 67 1 49 1
172 141 74 16 63 3o
(63 604 377 25 252 8
614 467 866 83 352 16
491 448 260 30 263 3S

760
422

709
876

498
394

26
4

478
386

59
2i

43 47 t 36 1 19

Total 3,161 2,833 1,874 38 1,798 38

There was a general falling off, both in the number of shops and

in tho consumption of the drug. This was owing to the enhancement,

during the year, of the selling price of opium from Rs. 23 to Rs. 24 in
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the Assam Valley districts, in order to equalize the price throughout the

Province, and to the raising of the rate of license-fee from lis. 12 to

Rs. 18 per annum, with a view to reduce the number of shops for the sale

of opium, which seemed excessively large, undue facility for obtaining

the drug being thus afforded. These measures were adopted as a

preliminary to the introduction, in the following year, as desired by the

Government of India, of the system of sale by auction of the monopoly

of the vend of opium.

Out of the 1,793 mds. 38 srs. of opium issued during the year,

483 mds. 33 srs., in the Assam Valley, were sold at Rs. 23 per seer, and

1,310 mds. 5 srs. were sold at Rs. 24, yielding a gross revenue of

Rs. 17,02,839.

Deducting from this amonnt the prime cost (Rs. 5,20,245),

at Rs. 1\ per seer, the net sale-proceeds credited to the Province

amounted, as shown in the following table, to Rs. 11,82,594, against

Rs. 11,83,203 in 1875-76. Rs. 34,118 were due on account of the

2,833 licenses which were in force during the year, and a sum of

Rs. 415 was outstanding in the district of Sibsagar since 1874-75.

Thus, the total amount of license-fees to be collected up to 31st March,

1877, was Rs. 34,533; of this amount, Rs. 1,284 had been paid in

advance in 1875-76, and of the balance, Rs. 32,834, together with a sum

of Rs. 12,712 on account of the year 1877-78, were realized in 1876-77.

The sum of Rs. 415 referred' to above as outstanding from 1874-75

proved irrecoverable, .and has been remitted since the close of the yoar.

The collections for the past year, as contrasted with 1875-76,

are shown below :—

District.

Net ule-prooceda. Total.

1875-76. 1876-77. 1878-76.

j 1876-77.

1876-76. 1876-77.

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

825 636 32,845 29,095 33,670 29,731

Svlhet 994 1.479 38,800 34,974 39,794 36,453

Godlpara 1,929 1,677 46,872 42,042 48,801 43,719

6,575 5,862 1,74,905 1,66,481 1,81,480 1,72,343

5,743 6,960° 1,61,170 1,66,452 1,66,913 1,73,412

5,316 5,306 1,66,178 1,73,899 1,71,494 1,79,205

10,247 18,272f 3,14,150 3,15,426 3,24,397 3,33,698

4,364 4,761 2,48,283 2,54,225 2,52,647 2,58,986

Hill districts 435 593 435 593

Total 36,428 45,546 11,83,203 11,82,594 12,19,631 12,28,140

• Inclusive ot Rs. ^1,607 J ^ ,n adTance mt of i877.78.

259. Madat and Chandu.—The number of licenses for the sale of

these articles, and the revenue realized as license-fees, for the past year

were as follows:—
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Nmater of
licenses.

Amount Hi
Liwnse-fM

*»

Madat 29 2,624

2,53626

56 5,160

The number of licenses for the sale of madat has decreased bj

five, as compared with the previous year, with a corresponding decrease

in revenue of Its. 330. In Cacbar, while the number of licenses issued

decreased by one, the revenue increased by Rs. 138. The Deputy-Com

missioner attributes this satisfactory result to a brisk competition among

the auction purchasers. The licenses for the sale of chandu, and the

revenue therefrom, remained almost stationary during the past two

years.

2 GO. Tin's report being the last on the system of the sale of licenses

for the retail vend of opium at a fixed price, Colonel Keatinge thinks it

desirable that the opium sales of each district of the Province for the

past five years should be put on record, in order that there may be

sufficient data at hand for comparing the results of the new system of

selling licenses by auction with those of the old system. The following

tables [(a) and (6)], showing respectively the quantity of opium sold and

the total revenue derived from opium and its preparations for each district

of the Province during the past five years, viz., 1872-73 to 1876-77, are

therefore appended:—

Statement (a) showing the total sales of opium in each district for Jive

years, viz., 1872-73 to 1876-77.

District.

Quantity of opium sold in

1872 1873- 74. mi 1874-76. 1876- 77.

Mds. Srs. Mds. Srs. llds. Sis. Mds. Srs. Mds. Srs.

48 21 49 10 51 23 50 27 43 17

46 6 47 15 52 36 67 1 49 1

91 32 83 26 76 11 74 16 63 35

289 21 290 13 274 38 277 25 252 8

224 4 236 30 239 12 255 33 252 16

286 35 283 35 258 39 260 30 263 38

488 0 481 27 489 17 498 26 478 39

357 8 382 27 390 37 394 4 386 25

0 36 1 9 2 1 2 35 3 19

0

Naga 0 37 3 1 o

Total 1,833 2 1,856 32 1,837 11 1,874 38 1,793 38

i
1

• Information not available.
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Previous to the year 1874-75 licenses for the retail vend of

opium were granted free of charge. In 1874-75, the system of levying fees

on licenses for the sale of opium was for the first time introduced into the

Province. The rates of fees in all districts except Sylhet were fixed at—

Rs. 4 for three months.

II 7 „ six ,,

„ 10 „ nine

„ 12 „ one year.

In Sylhet, the rate was fixed at Rs. 3 for a half year. In 1875-76

the rate of license-fees in Sylhet was raised to the rate then prevailing

in the other districts in the Province. From the month of June, 1876, the

license-fee for the retail vend of opium was raised throughout the

Province from Rs. 12 to Rs. 18 a year, and for the remainder of that

year, licenses for shorter periods were issued on the following scale, ou :—

Rs. 6 for three months,

ii 11 ii six „

SECTION 2.—SALT.

261. As in 1875-76, so in the year under report, the revenue uridpr

this head was derived entirely from the salt-wells in Cachar. The

receipts amounted to Rs. 55, against Rs. 37 in the previous year.

SECTION 3.—EXCISE.

262. The following changes in the system under which the

excise branch of revenue is administered in the

change, in the .ystem. Province of Assam were introduced during the

year 1876-77 :—

(1) . The extension of a modified system of farming the revenue derived

from country spirits to the district of Goalpara and to a portion

of the district of Lakhimpur.

(2). The abolition of the sudder distillery system in Sylhet, and the

extension in lieu of it of the out-still system to the entire district.

(3). The introduction into Sylhet of the system of fanning the revenue

derived from country rum and imported spirits, under the Bengal

rules for the settlement of excise shops under the auction

system.

(4) . The extension of a modified system of farming the revenue derived

from ganja to the districts of Cachar, Goalpara, and Kamriip.

263. The excise revenue of this Province shows a steady and

progressive increase. The figures given below show, for the year

1875-76, in the gross revenue from all sources, except opium and

its preparations, which are treated in a separate section, an increase of

Rs. 9,309 (a) as compared with the preceding year, and an increase

of Rs. 15,952 (b) over the receipts of 1873-74, the year in which the

Chief Commissionership was formed. This increase is attributable to a

considerable improvement under the heads of " country spirits" aud
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" ganja," and the Chief Commissioner anticipated a still further increase

during the year under review, owing to the changes in the system above

enumerated:—

Deduct

Deduct

Deduct

1875-76.

Rs. 14,14,421 total excise revenue.

„ 12,25,141 receipts from opium, madat, and chandu.

„ 1,89,280

1874-75.

Rs. 13,78,654 total collections.

„ 11,98,683 receipts from opium, madat, and chandu.

„ 1,79,971

Rs. 1,89,280—1,79,971=9,309 (a)

1873-74.

Rs. 13,45,144 total collections.

„ 11,71,816 receipts from opium, madat, and chandu.

1,73,328

Rs. 1,89,280—1,73,328=15,952 (6).

The following figures prove that Colonel Keatinge was correct

in his estimate :—

Deduct

Deduct

1874-75.

Rs. 13,80,613 total current demand on all exciseahle articles (as

per column 3, tahle II.)

„ 11,99,446 demand on account of opium, madat, and chandu.

„ 1,81,167 (a)

1875-76.

Rs. 14,12,216 total current demand on all exciseahle articles

(as per table II. column 3).

„ 12,23,510 demand on account of opium, madat, and chandu.

1,88,706 (6)

1876-77.

Rs. 14,23,603 total demand (as per column 3, table II.)

Deduct „ 12,21,871 demand on account of opium, madat, and chandu.

2,01,732 (c)

The total demand in 1874-75 was Rs. 1,81,167 (a) ; in

1875-76 it rose to Rs. 1,88,706 (6) ; while in 1876-77 it reached

Rs. 2,01,732 (c), showing an increase, compared with 1875-76 of Rs.

13,026, and a revenue largely exceeding the average receipts of previous

years.
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The increase was mainly under the heads of "country spirits,"

"imported wines," and " ganja," the three articles with respect to which

the farming system was partially introduced into this Province during

the year under report.

The Chief Commissioner observes with much satisfaction that

these successful financial results have been achieved without any

infraction of the principles which the Government of India desires to be

maintained in the administration of this branch of the Imperial revenues.

This increase of revenue has not been obtained by any extension of the

facilities for obtaining liquor and drugs, but is mainly due to the

imposition of higher rates of license-fees.

264. Of the demand of the year, Rs. 2,00,657 were collected

1U- during the year, leaving at its close a balance

"Ins^igt™ :: "22 of Rs. 1,075* unrealized. Of this sum, Rs. 309

Z Giro huh .. .:^66 ( Rs, 243 in Sibsagar and Rs. 66 in Garo Hills)

Total .. i,Q7e have since been remitted as irrecoverable. Of

the remainder, ■Rs. 152 have been realized since

the close of the year, and the balance is in process of recovery. There

was an arrear demand of Rs. 38 for 1875-76, which was collected in full

during the year under notice; Rs. 421 were realized in advance, in the

district of Sibsagar, on account of licenses issued for the sale of country

spirits and imported wines for the year 1877-78. Thus, the total

amount of collections during the year was Rs. 2,01,176.

265. The charges of the department (exclusive of the cost of

conveying opium) amounted to Rs. 12,405 in 1876-77, against Rs. 10,249

in the preceding year, showing an increase of Rs. 2,156. This increase

occurred mainly in the district of Sylhet, where the figures under the

head of "contingent charges" rose from Rs. 895 in 1875-76 to Rs.

3,064 in 1876-77, owing to the necessity for repairing the Parkul

divisional buildings and to the purchase of certain new furniture during

the year.

Deducting the above charges from the total collections for tho year,

we get the following net result :—

Ra.

Collections ... ... ... 2,01,176

Charges ... ... ... ... 12,405

Net revenue ... ... ... 1,88,771

The net revenue of 1875-76 was Rs. 1,79,031, as shown in the

Ks. margin. Thus, in spite of a considerable

collection* .. .. i/tB,38o increase in the charges incurred during the

Charges .. 10,249 & , . &
past year, the net revenue snows an lmprove-

Netreverm. .. .. VM« ment by Rg 9740
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266. The following is an analysis of the gross revenue of the year,

as compared with 1875-76:—
 

Heads of Revenue 1876-76. 1876-77. 1875-76. 1870-77.

It* JU

I.-Fixeddutyon j g£j** «PirU" 1 1 " 27.479 20,9112
6J,.'41
CI,Mi
1,475
8,195

13
1,302

55,501

J —1,08354
85.203

/ Country spi its ..
Hum

81.875
■1.

1,703
2,!>76

84
756

27,882

a-LJcense-fec. i ggf-- winc8 " "
> 77,214 1,13,211

Pacta wai

3,202
10

3,758
4

Total 1,89,280 2,01,170

Of the total revenue of the year, ganja contributed Rs. 1,19,742,

or nearly 60 per cent. ; country spirits contributed Rs. 75,385, or

37 pur cent. ; and the other spirituous liquors Rs. 6,045, or 3 per cent.

267. Country Spirits. —The manufacture and sale of country spirits

in tliis Province during the year under review, were carried on partly

under the fixed duty system, partly under the out-still or monthly tax

system, and partly under a modified farming system.

263. The fixed duty system was in force in Cachar throughout the

year, and in a portion of Sylhet for the first six
Fixed duty system, months of the year. From the 1st of October,

1876, however, this system was abolished in Sylhet, and the out-still

or monthly tax system, which had already been introduced in previous

years into the Jaintia and Sumimganj divisions, was extended to the

remaining portion of the district.

The subjoined table exhibits the quantity of country spirits

consumed, and the revenuo derived therefrom, under the fixed dnty

system during the year, as compared with the previous year:—

Number of licenses. Consumption. Revenue.

Diatrict.

1875-76. 1876-77. 1875-70. 1876-77. 1875-76. 1876-77.

Gallons.

22,173

4,655

Gallons.

20,126

1,408

11*

159

43

103

38

37,553

8,321

32,315

4,041

Total 202 141 26,828 21,531 45,874 36,356

In Cachar, the number of shops decreased by 56. It is

satisfactory to observe that 46 out of the 103 licenses issued during

the year were taken out for tea-gardens, particularly, as it is believed

that the planters use all the means in their power to check tho excessive

R
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consumption of spirits among tlieir coolies. This fact, combined witli

tlie fact tl i;it tho distillers raised the price of spirits, caused a consider

able diminution in the consumption of this article. This decreased

consumption was attended with a corresponding falling off of lis. 3,181

in tbe revenue under the head "still-head duty," while the revenue from

'•license-fees" fell from Rs. 12,345 in 1875-76 to Rs. 10,475 in 1876-77,

or a decrease of Rs. 1,870, owing to a strong combination among the

distillers to keep down the prices at the sale of licenses by auction.

In Sylhet, the figures given in the preceding table are for the

first half of the year only, the sudder distillery system having been

abolished, as noted above, from 1st October, 1876. It, however, appears

that the consumption during six months of the past year did not amount

to one-third of the consumption during 1875-76. A similar decrease

in 1875-76, as compared with 1874-75, was noticed in the last General

Administration Report. This steady falling off is, the Deputy-Commis

sioner apprehends, owing to the carrying on of illicit manufacture of

country spirits in the outlying parts of the district. It is hoped that the

new system will act as a check on such manufacture, and that it may

eventually lead to a considerable increase in the excise revenue.

269. The monthly tax or out-still system was in force throughout

the year in the districts of Darrang, Nowgong,
Mo„thiy ux .ystem. Sibsagar, Naga Hills, Garo Hills, in South

Kainrup, and in the Sunamganj and Jaintia divisions in the district of

Sylhet, and, for tho latter half of tho year, in the entire district of

Sylhet.

The number of shops and the revenuo from license-fees for the

past two years are exhibited in the following table:—

Number of shops in—
_

EflTcnae in—

1875-76. 1876-77. 187S-76. 1876-77.

JU- *»

18 82 1,436 4J887
13 M 4,776 4,424
14 13 3,778 8,K!4
10 8 3,084 2.4i2
9 11 12,508 14.!i77

1 - a 204 756
1 3 1,200 1,764

67 83 26.986 32,986

District.

Sylhet
Kaiurup ..,
Darning . . .
Nnwgong ...
Filjsagnr . .
Ni'ifra Hills
Garo „

Total

The out-still or monthly tax system introduced into Sylhet has

been modified in one particular,— to the lessee of each out-still has been

given the monopoly of the supply of a certain definite area. Special

care was taken to prevent these areas becoming either too large, lest

the monopoly might become oppressive, or too small, lest the price of

spirits should be kept too low. 32 licenses, producing a revenue of Rs.

4,487, were sold under this system during the past year. Although the

figures under this head, as given in the foregoing table, show a consider-

able improvement in tho revenue, as compared with the preceding year,



EXCISE. 123

yet, on a comparison of the figures for the past two years under both the

fixed duty and the monthly tax systems, there appears a small falling off

of Us. 82У in the total receipts from country spirits during the, year

under review. This decrease may fairly be attributed to the fact of the

iiew system having been only recently introduced.

In Sibságar, the number of licenses increased from 9 to 11, and

there was a corresponding increase of Us. 2,369 in the revenue, from this

source. It is believed that the revenue under this head is still capable

of large expansion in this district. The spirit-drinking population, who

are chiefly imported labourers, arc said to be in the habit of manufactur

ing their own liquor, and, until shops are multiplied, they will, it is feared,

continuo to do so, and the public revenue will consequently suffer. The

Deputy-Commissioner has been requested to state the number of shops

that, in this view of the case, might, in his opinion, be opened in his

district.

The falling off in Nowgong of Us. 632 in the revenue derived

from country spirits is attributed to less competition for licenses at.

auction. Probably, the free importation of rum by the tea-planters for

issue to their garden coolies may have caused this diminution, inasmuch

as the garden coolios aro the principal consumers of spirits.

The increase of Us. 552, observable in the Naga Hills district,

was owing to the licenses having been sold in the past year at a higher

rate than in the previous year.

In the. Garó Hills, the increase of Us. 565 was owing to more

licenses having been sold last year than in the preceding year. The

system of taxing the consumption of country spirits was introduced for

the first time into this district in 1 875-7 ü. I tie hoped that, as the system

is further developed, the revenue will expand commensurately.

270. The system of selling by auction the right of manufacture and

sale of country spirits within certain defined
Fanning s} stem. . J ' , , ,-, ,,

area» was in force throughout the year m the

entire district of Goálpára, and in the portion of the district of Kámrúp

lying on the north bank of the Brahmaputra.

In Goálpára, 10 mchals were sold during the year, with results

highly satisfactory. Thenumber of shops decreased from 29 to 16, while

the re'venue increased from Us. 1,764 in 1875-76 to Us. 4,518 in 1876-77.

In Kámrúp, 8 farms were sold during the year, against 4 in

ШГ)-7Ь', with an increase of Us. 274 in the revenue realized therefrom,

,,.,7e j^ 20 as shown in the margin.. But this increase of

isit-n'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. „' 2M Us. 274 was more than counterbalanced by a

falling off of Us. 351 under the monthly tax system. Thus, the total

receipts in Kánm'ip from cou'itry spirits, under both the systems taken

together, decreased by Us. 77. Improved results are, however, expected

for the current year, in consequence of the extension of the fanning

system to the entire district from the 1st April, 1877.
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The system of taxing conntry spirits was for the first time

extendi-d, during tlie past year, to the district of Lakhimpur. The

system introduced was a modification of the farming system. The

station of Dibrngarh was constituted a farm, which was sold to the

highest hiddor at pul)lic auction. Generally, the conditions under

which licenses under the monthly tax-system are granted were made

applicable to this case. Five shops were opened during the year, which

brought in a revenue of lis. 1,231 for the year 1 87(5-77.

Tiro total revenue derived during the year in the Province under

the farming system was Us. 6,043.

271. The total demand of the year under the head "country

spirits" was Ils. 75,83l), or Rs. 1,807* in excess
• Ra. 71,981 collects!. ,m • • • 1 J

ot 18/5-70. This increase was mainly due to

the extension of the farming system to the districts of Goálpára and

Lakhimpur, as already stated. There is still ample room for improve

ment under this head of the excise revenue. In some districts, the

consumption of country spirits has but of late been brought under

control. The further development of the system will, it is hoped, be

attended with more gratifying results from a financial point of view.

272. During the past year, some cases were brought to the notice

of the Chief Commissioner in which country spirit shops had to be

closed and removed on the complaint of the owners of neighbouring

tea-gardens, who objected to the establishment of these shops in the

vicinity of their estates. The attention of the District Officers concerned

has since been drawn to the course which should be pursued in dealing

with complaints of this nature, having full regard to the convenience and

interests of the planters, as well as to the revenues of the State.

273. Рит.—Rum consumed in this Province is, as stated in tho

previous years' reports, obtained from Calcutta, where the duty is realized,

and credited to the Bengal Government. 31 Licenses (7 wholesale

and 24 retail) to sell rum were issued during the year, against 55 (tf

wholesale and 47 retail) issued during the preceding year. The revenue

from fees on these licenses amounted to Rs. 1,475, against Rs. 1,703 in

the preceding year, or a decrease of Rs. 228. The decrease is mainly

owing to there having been no revenue derived from this source during

the past year in Sibsagar, where during the preceding year a revenue

of Rs. 255 was obtained. The cause of this was the withdrawal by the

Chief Commissioner of the restriction formerly imposed on planters

(who are tho only dealers in this article in Sibságar) by which they

were compelled to take out licenses for the purpose of distributing rum

to their coolies.

The question of the liability of planters to pay license-fees for

the issue of rum to the coolies on their gardens was specially referred by

the Chief Commissioner for the orders of the Government of India, and

it was ruled that such a transaction being of the nature of a barter, no

license-fees could be demanded.
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In Sylhet, the rules issued by the Board of Revenue, Lower

Provinces,* for the settlement of excise shops under the auction system,

were applied in the case of licenses for the retail vend of country rum.

The eft'ect of this measure has been a satisfactory increase of Us. 221 in

the receipts from this article. This is the more satisfactory, as the

return shows a decrease in consumption. The extension of the samo

measure to the district of Cachar is under contemplation, and, as a step

towards effecting this, the monthly license-fee for the salo of rum has

been raised to Rs. 10 for shops within a radius of two miles from the

cutclierry «it Silchar, and to Rs. 5 for mofussil shops. The results of

this change have been, however, anything but satisfactory, there being

a decrease in revenue and an increase in consumption under this head,

in consequence of managers of tea-gardens distributing rum to their

coolies, and not being required to take out licenses for doing so.

274. Imported Spirits.—The Bengal rulos for the settlement of

excise shops under the auction system were applied in the case of licenses

for the sale of imported spirits in the district of Sylhet.

The total number of licenses granted during the year, both for

•wholesale and retail vend of imported spirits, was 77, against (.5(5 during

the preceding year. This increase in the numbor of licenses was

attended with a corresponding increase of Rs. 319 in the revenue

realized from this source, vie., from Rs. 2,876 in 1875-7G to Rs. 3,1!'5 in

1870-77.

On the recommendation of the Deputy-Commissioner of Darrang,

it has been ordered that the rate of fees chargeable on licenses

for the general retail vend of these spirits be raised to Rs. 100 per

annum from the commencement of the incoming financial year. The

rate, rir., Rs. 48 per year, which at present obtains, is deemed inadequate,

considering the profits derived by the shopkeepers.

275. Tari and Pachwai.—The consumption of tari during the year

was restricted to the district of Kámrúp. Revenue was derived from

pachwai in the two districts of the Surma Valley only. The returns

show an increase of Rs. 585 in the revenue derived from tari and

pachwai, as compared with the receipts of the preceding year.

27fi. Ganja.—Except in Sylhet, where the system of soiling them to

the highest bidders at auction has been in force since 1st October, 1875,

licenses for the retail vend of ganja in this Province used to be issued

at a uniform monthly tax of Rs. 4, in accordance with the Board's

Rules, Section XVII., Chapter V. It, however, came to the notice of the

Chief Commissioner that the tax thus levied on account of shops was very

incommensurate with the amount of the drug consumed, or with the

profits derived by the licensee. As a prompt remedy for this needless

loss of revenue, Colonel Keatinge directed the institution of the system

of putting up to auction the monopoly of the vend of ganja within certain

specified boundaries, on conditions almost identical with those of tho

licenses heretofore issued. This system was introduced during the past
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year into tho three districts of Goalpara, Cachar, and Kamrup, with

results eminently favourable from a financial point of view.

Since the close of the year, the system of farming the revenn"

from ganja has been introduced into the other districts of the Province,

Ribsagar excepted. The result of this measure, as regards the whole

Province, has been, as already reported to the Government of India in

letter No. 2,053, dated 3rd July, 1877, an increase of Rs. 20,494, or

37 per cent, over the revenue of tho past year, while the number of

shops has been reduced from 273 to 247.

277. The following table exhibits the consumption of, and revenue

derived from, ganja in the several districts of this Province for the past

year, as compared with 1875-76:—

Consumption. Revenue.

District.

1875-70. 1876-77. 1875-76. 1876-77.

Mds. Sr. C Mde. Sr. C. Rs. Es.

197 7 15
419 13 7
91 18 8
60 16 0
16 29 12
3 0 0

17.5 10 7
308 32 13
65 35 0
46 7 0
19 6 0
2 38 0
1 38 0

16 lil ('.

7 10 0

23,256
CI.4SS
11,529
7,479
2,154

96

WAH
61.465
12.54S

9.2M
2.K3

US

20 36 9
0 20 0

2..VKI
702

7.-.1K
SSI

814 22 3 633 36 10 l,0!l,257(u^ 1,19,7421*)

(n) Includes ftn arrcnx collection of Its. 36.
((.) Ditto ditto ditto „ 94.

In Cachar, the revenue from license-fees for 1875-71) amounted

to Rs. 3,53(3. On the sale of the monopoly of the vend of ganja

in the whole district for 187G-77 the price realized was Rs. 12,(500.

The farming of tho entire district as one mehal has resulted in the

checking of the consumption of the drug, and in the increase of the

revenue derived from it.

In Sylhet, the consumption decreased by about one-fourth,

owing to tho enhancement of the price of the drug by the retail vendors.

If the enhanced price of this drug does not foster illicit cultivation, and

the consumption is permanently checked, desirable results will have

been obtained. .

In Goalpara, the number of licenses fell from G7 in 1875-76

to 21 in 187(5-77, and the consumption decreased from 91 maunds to 55

maunds; while, on the other hand, the license-fees actually collected rose

from Rs. 2,382 in 1875-76 to Rs. 6.930 in 1876-77; that' is to say, the

revenue was nearly trebled, while the consumption decreased by nearly

one-half. These highly satisfactory results are entirely attributable

to the now. system, and to the active competition for tho licenses at

auction.
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The increase of Rs. 1,810 in the revenue under this head in

Kanm'ip is satisfactory, us the number of licenses and the consumption

have boon reduced. The fees on licenses rose from Rs. 1,1(54: in

1875-76 to Rs. 4,377 in the past year,1 while the consumption was

reduced by 25 per cent. The consequent falling off in the receipts on

account of duty was more than made up by the large increase in the

receipts from license-fees, due to the new system of fanning the revenue.

Tin; increase of Rs. 291 in Darrang calls for no special remarks.

T n Nowrrong, the consumption of ganja is very trifling, being 3

maunds in 1070-77, against 2 inauuds 3S seers in 1875-7(>.

Hitherto, there were no shops for the sale of ganja in Sib-

t-airar. This, considering the very large number of foreigners in the

district, appeared to the Chief Commissioner unnatural, and led him to

think that the drug was sold surreptitiously, to the detriment of the

Government revenue. The attention of the Deputy-Commissioner was

drawn to the matter. Three shops were accordingly sold hist year, and

realized Us. 113. 1 maund 38'seers of ganja were imported, upon which

duty, amounting to Rs. 195, was realized. There can now be no doubt

but that the use of ganja is prevalent in Sibságar, ami that in time a

considerable revenue may be expected in that district from this drug.

In Lakhimpur, there was a falling off both in the revenue

derived from, and in the consumption of, the drug. From this, it would

appear that the people of this district are giving up the use of ganja.

Tbe attention of the Deputy-Commissioner was drawn to the matter, and

he was requests! to ascertain and report if there was any reason to

suspect that wild ganja was consumed in place of the taxed drug. From

the Deputy-Commissioner's report, since received, it appears that wild

ganja is sometimes used in the district for medicinal purposes, and

••sjKicially in the treatment of horses, but that the Government ganja is

preferred, when it can be procured.

The increase both in the revenue derived from, and in the con

sumption of, ganja in the Khasi Hills district is attributable to the

increased foreign population of iShillong.

278. Prosecutions wider the excise law«.—There were during the

year prosecutions under the excise laws in each of the plains districts of

thu Province (except Goálpára), but there was no case of any great

importance. Two cases of illicit cultivation of the poppy were discovered in

Darrang, where certain persons were found in possession of small patches

of land with poppy plants growing thereon. Considering the nature of

the offence, the punishment inflicted, viz., afine of Rs. 3Ù in each case,

was, in the Chief Commissioner's opinion, quite inadequate. Colonel

Keatinge apprehends that these small patches are probably seed-beds for

raising seed for illicit cultivation of the poppy beyond our boundary, or

in some inaccessible spot. The attention of the Deputy-Commissioner

bis been drawn to the matter.

In all, 124 persons were arrested, 93 by the police and 31 by

excise oHiccrs, of \\hom 120, or 97 per cent., were convicted. The fines
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imposed amounted to Rs. 2,493, of which Rs. 2,109, or nearly 80 per

cent., were realized; ard, out of this, a sum of lis. 1,535 was distributed

by way of reward to informers and apprehenders, in addition to an

amount of Rs. 32, sanctioned as special rewards. The results of these

prosecutions majr be considered satisfactory, and point to commendable

vigilance on the part of the excise and police officers.

279. The following statement shows the total excise revenue of tli3

Province during the last three years, together with the total charges

incurred in connection with that revenue. This statement shows

clearly that the excise revenue of the Province is increasing, even if the

proceeds from the sale of opium be excluded.

The fluctuations under the different heads have been fully explained

in the foregoing paragraphs.

Head of Revenue.

Revenue in

1874-75. 1878-76.

Country spirits

Rum
I ' ll| r I- i Wines

Tari
1'iiehwai
Qanja
I.kvnees to retail opium or its pieparntioiis .

Miscellaneous

•1 otal

Deduct charges .

SrvnivoTfinee of opium

EstublHhuieiit and contingent
cliui ges.

Total.

Not revm ne

Add sale of opium .

Total not revenue .

R» H*

70.178
1.816

74,644
1.708
2,876

34
756

1,09,257
' 41,938

10

7WS5
1.475

2,512
84
"S3

1.04/.81

42.321
37

s.ias
18

1.362
1.19.742
40,706

4

2,22,2112 2.31518 2,51 .SS2

7,792
11,531

13,761
10,241)

1?,"19
12,405

19.323 24,013 24.724

2,02.969

11,56,36,2,

2.07.20.'.
11.83,203

2,27.153
11,82,594

13,59,3111 13,90,408 14,iW,7;.3

SECTION 4.—STAMPS.

280. The gross receipts during the year under the General and

Court-fee Stamp Acts amounted to Us. 4,87,332, against Rs. 5,0(i,115

during the preceding year and Rs. 4,74,022 during 1874-75; the resnlt

being a decrease of Us. 18,783, as compared with 1875-76, and an

increase of Rs. 12,710 over the receipts for 1874-75.
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The causes of this decrease, as compared with 1875-76, briefly

stated, were as follows:—

(1) Decrease in litigation.

(2) Decrease in the value of suits, especially in Sylhet.

(3) Decrease in the number of deeds of sale executed.

(4) Greater circulation of currency notes and the introduction

of supply bills.

(5) Decrease in monetary transactions, caused by the temporary

collapse of the timber trade in Cachar.

Of the total gross income of the year, Cachar and Sylhet, the

two districts of the Surma Valley, yielded Rs. 2,91,593, or a little less

than GO per cent. Of the remainder, a sum of Rs. 1,92,447, or about

39 per cent., was contributed by the six districts of the Brahmaputra

Yalley, and the balance of Rs. 3,292 was realized in the Khási and

Jaintiá Hills and Naga Hills districts. The stamp laws are not in force

iu the Garó Hills district.

281. The incidence of stamp taxation per head of the population

was 2 annas 5 pie in the Surma Valley, 1 anna 7 pie, in the Brahma

putra Valley, and 3 pie in the two hill districts. Of the gross stamp

revenue of the year, Rs. 1,38,299, or 28'4 per cent., were derived from

general stamps, and Rs. 3,49,033 or 71'6per cent, from court-fee stamps.

282. General Stamps.—The receipts under the General Stamp Act

were distributed as follows :—

Denomination of stamps.

Revenue in—

Increase. Decrease,

1875-76. 1876-77.

*» A» a» Л*

Ron-judicial or document stamps ....

Adhesive receipt or revenue stamps . .

1,86,799

З.Я51

1,167

1,29,462

4.380

1,286

43»

IfXl

Mucellantoiu receipt*.

171

(a.) Duty realized under Section 20 of

Act XVIII. ot 1869.

'*.) Untv realized under Section 24 of

Act XV11I. of 1868.

140

2.593

122

8,028 436

18

Total 1,44.950 1,S8,2»9 6,601

Non-judicial or document stamps.—The sale-proceeds of non-

judicial stamps amounted during the year to Rs. 1,29,462, against

lis. 1,36,799 during the preceding year, showing a decrease of

Ra. 7,337, or 5-4 per cent.

The returns from all the Assam Valley districts (except

Kamriip) and from the Naga Hills district show an improvement under

tbie head of stamp revenue. But this increase, viz., Rs. 2,358, was

s
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inoro than counterbalanced by the total fulling off of Rs. 9,695 in the

remaining districts of the Province. Nearly throe-fourths of the total

falling off occurred in Svlhot, owing to a decrease in the number of the

deeds of sale executed during the past year. In Cachar, there was a.

falling off of Rs. 1,744, owing to a decline in monetary transactions

caused by a temporary collapse of the timber trade, consequent on the

first operations for conserving the Government forests which had

hitherto Leen worked without restraint, and on some enhancement of the

rates of toll charged on timber.

The decrease in the Khási Hills is attributed to the fact that

stamps over Us. 30, to the value of Us. (S44-8, were issued in 1875-7G,

against a value of lis. lt< 2-8 in 1876-77. The stamps were taken by

certain tea-planters, and by parties executing bonds for building

advances granted by Government.

The decrease in Kamriip was small, and calls for no remark.

Adheriré receipt and reefпне stamp».—The sale-proceeds of

adhesive receipt and revenue stamps amounted during the year to Rs.

4.0ÜO, against Us. 3,!lf>l during the preceding year, showing an

increase of Us. 431), of which lis. 321 were contributed by the district of

tiylhel. In no one of the remaining districts did the fluctuation amount

to Us. 100. In Sibságar, there was a slight increase of Rs. 33. The

Deputy-Commissioner is of opinion that there is still room for improve

ment. He apprehends that the stamp law in regard to this class of

stamps is evaded. During the year under review measures were taken

to enforce the provisions of the law. The attention of all District OtKcers

was drawn to a circular issued in May, 1876, by the High Court at

Calcutta regarding evasions of the stamp law by native moneylenders

in certain classes of loan transactions. In October, 1876, the practice

which was then said to exist of using "blank transfer deeds" in order to

evade payment of the stamp duties chargeable on "share-transfer deeds"

was brought to the notice of the Chief Commissioner, and certain

instructions were thereupon issued for the guidance of the revenue

officers concerned, with a view to prevent the recurrence of the practice

in question.

Iloondee or bill of exchange stamps.—The sale of hoondee

stamps brought in a revenue of Es. 1,21)6, showing a falling off of

Rs. 171, as compared with the receipts of the preceding year. The

decrease was mainly in the Svlhet district, where the revenue under this

head fell from Rs. 536 in 1875-76 to Rs. 245 in 1876-77. The causes

assigned by the Deputy-Commissioner are the free circulation of currency

notes, and the introduction of supply-bills.

Miscellaneous receipts.—The revenue under the head of " Mis-

cellanoous receipts" shows an increase of Rs. 418 over the revenue

under the same head for 1875-76. Of the total amount (Rs. ЗЛ51)

realized during the year under review, a s¡im of Rs. 3,029 was levied by

the revenue courts, under Section 24, Act XVI II. of 1869, as duty on

unstamped or insufficiently-stamped instruments produced before them,

and the remainder (Rs. 122) represents the duty levied by civil courts

under Section 20 of the said Act under similar circumstances. The
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bulk of the revenue was contributed by the Sibságar district, where the

revenue under this head amounted to Ils. 1,1 К!, showing an increase of

Ks. 648, as compared with the preceding year. The increase is attri

butable to the fact of more title-deeds for waste lands having teen

stamped during the year than in 1875-7(>. In Lakhimpur, there was an

increase of 11s. 544, attributable to the same cause. On the other ham!,

there was a decrease of Rs. 736 in the district of Darrang, owing to

the fact of fewer deeds of waste lands having been impressed during the

year tban in the preceding year.

In Cachar, there was a decrease of Rs. 210, owing to a falling

off in tLe number of fee-simple title-deeds and to the greater care taken

by the people to have their documents properly stamped. The fluctua

tions in the other districts are unimportant.

283. Court-fee stamps.—The sale-proceeds of court-fee stamps

amounted, to Es. 3,4!),033, against Rs. 3,61,1(55 in the previous year.

The above figures show a decrease of Rs. 12,132, or 3'4 per cent. The

decrease was distributed over all the districts, except Cachar, Goálpára,

and Sibságar, which together show an increase of Rs. 13,780. The

decrease which occurred in Sylhet is specially remarkable. In this

district, the revenue fell from lis. 1,81,487 in 1875-76 to Rs. 1,63,840 in

the past year, or to the extent of Rs. 17,647. The Deputy-Commissioner

observes as follows :—" Last year an increase in these (judicial) stamps

was shown, but this was really delusive. There was then, and is still, я

steady decrease in the number of civil suits; but there was in 1876 a

single heavy suit, valued at Rs. 1,30,000, which raised the figures. There

has been a great falling oft' in the number of cases from Jaintiá, where

the settlement operations are in progress, many disputes being set at

rest under the settlement laws by the executive officers, and people

having less time than usual to litigate, being busy in pointing out their

boundaries." The figures for Kámrúp, Darrang, Nowgong, and Lakhim

pur show a total falling oft' of Rs. 7,987, caused by a decrease both in

the number and value of civil suits. On the other hand, Cachar,

Goálpára, and Sibságar show improved results, caused mainly by an

increase in the number and value of civil suits instituted during the

year. In Goálpára, an increase of Rs. 3,778 was owing to the

institution of three heavy civil suits against Government by the Bijni

Hajah and the zemindars of Gauripur and Mechpara, respectively.

In some of the districts, the improved results were in some

degree owing to the strict enforcement of the rule that all process-fees

should be realized in stamps. In May, 1876, the Chief Commissioner

issued a circular desiring all Deputy-Commissioners of the plains districts

to take measures to ensure that in future the rule in question be

strictly acted upon. The practice of realizing fees for revenue processes

in cash, which had previously obtained in some districts, as an exception to

the above rule, has been put a stop to.

284. Charges.—In the year under report the charges amounted to

Re. 10,319, against Rs. !),!)7i) during the preceding year, as shown

overleaf:—



132 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

1875-TS.

Re.

I.—Refunds 1,204

II.—Discount 8,;-20

III.—Miscellaneous 255

Increase

1876-77

Ra,

1,399

8,846

74

340

The above increase is mainly attributable to the progressive rise in the

amount of discount allowed on the sale of judicial stamps during the

last two years. In July, 1875, the old system of selling court-fee stamps

through licensed vendors was revived. In 1874-75, and in the first

quarter of 1875-76, the system of selling judicial stamps through

official vendors obtained.

285. Postage, service, and telegraph stamps.—The following state

ment exhibits the realizations from the sale of postage, service, and

telegraph stamps during the year under review, as compared witb the

preceding two years:—

Year.

Receipts.

Postage. Serrlce. Telegraph. Total.

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

1874-75 50,729

58,337

62,590

14,646

15,846

16,599

19,860

18,770

26,468

85.235

92,953

1,05,657

1875-76

1876-77

From the above, it will be seen that there has been a steady

progressive increase in the revenue realized from postage and service

stamps. Under the head " Telegraph stamps" there was a temporary

falling off of Rs. 1,090 in 1875-76, as compared with the previous year.

But during the year under report the sales of telegraph stamps exceeded

those of 1875-76 by Rs. 7,698, and those of 1874-75 by Rs. 6,608.

It is satisfactory to observe that the returns from all the districts of the

Province show a considerable increase under this head. These results

are attributable mainly to the development of private correspondence,

to the increased exertions of the Postal Department in extending the

postal service, and to the extension of the line of telegraph to Upper

Assam.

286. Offences against the stamp laws.—There were during tbe year

under review 16 prosecutions in all for breaches of the stamp laws,

against 3 such prosecutions in the preceding year, as will appear

from the statement below:—

1875-76. 1876-77.

Sylhet 3 6

Nowgong ... 8

Sibsagar 2

Total 3 16
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In the 6 cases reported from Sylhet, 9 persons wore arrested

of whom 8 were convicted. The ofl'enco charged in .all these cases was

the production before the courts of unstamped or insufficiently-stamped

documents, with the intention of evading payment of the stamp duty

required bylaw. In most of the cases a small fine was inflicted,* the

courts taking a lenient view of the matter. The Chief Commissioner

has impressed upon District Officers the necessity there exists for taking

strict cognizance of offences against the stamp laws. '

In the 8 cases which occurred in the district of Nowgong, 8

persons were convicted of having executed deeds on unstamped paper,

with the intention of evading the payment of the proper stamp duty.

As in Sylhet, light fines were inflicted.

In Sibságar, there were 2 cases during the year. Intone case,

the accused was charged with engrossing a bond on plain paper, and in

the other case, the charge was for executing an agreement on an insuffi

ciently-stamped paper. In both the cases the accused persons were

convicted and fined Rs. 100 and Rs. 20, respectively. The increase in

the number of prosecutions may be attributed to increased vigilance on

the part of the officers concerned in detecting and bringing to justice

offenders against the provisions of the stamp laws.

287. Miscellaneous.—Generally, the Deputy-Commissioners report

that no stamp papers were used for any purposes other than those for

which they are intended, and that the rules about punching and re-

punching stamps were duly observed. During the year under review,

the practice, which was formerly permitted, of issuing adhesive court-fee

stamps in exchange for bi-colour judicial stamped papers, was ordered to

be discontinued.

The system of selling court-fee stamps through licensed ven

dors obtained throughout the year in the several plains districts of the

Province, discount being allowed at the rate of Re. 1-8 per cent. The

system has been found to work well. The Deputy-Commissioner of

Sylhet, however, observes as follows :— "There has been felt a great

want for stamp vendors in the interior of the district, especially at some

of the munsiffis, and I think the discount allowed to vendors is insufficient

to induce men to come in several days' journey to purchase a stock

of stamps and carry them back for sale. The system of advancing

stamps to respectable vendors on security will be tried at the munsiffis."

On the representation of the Deputy-Commissioner, the Chief

Commissioner sanctioned an advance of stamps to the value of Rs. 2,000

to the licensed vendor at the Nabiganj munsiffi, upon his furnishing good

and sufficient security.

288. In former years, some loss of revenue derivable from judicial

stamps was, it is feared, occasioned by the fraudulent use or abstraction

of adhesive court-fee stamps. With a view to prevent the recurrence of

such practices, the Chief Commissioner, in September, 1876, issued

certain instructions for the guidance of all district and sub-divisional

officers. Under these instructions, no ministerial officer who is not
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specially authorized to do so can, under the penalty of dismissal, sell

stamps to, or buy stumps for, or receive money on account of the purchase

of stamps from, any person whatever. It is now the duty of the record-

keeper, on receiving records from a mohurrir, to ascertain whether all

papers in the records which require stamps are properly stamped, and

whether any of the stamps show signs of having been tampered with, and

immediately to report any deficiency to his superior officer. The moliurrir

in charge is now responsible for the value of all stamps abstracted from

any records in his charge. Although it is yet premature to estimate the

effect of these measures, the Chief Commissioner is glad to observe that

during the past year no cases of fraudulent use or abstraction of court-

fee stumps were brought to his notice. Two cases of a suspicious nature

occurred in the district of Godlpara. On inquiry, negligence and

carelessness were brought home to the mohurrirs in whoso charge the

papers were kept, but fraudulent intention was not proved against them.

The Deputy-Commissioner, however, considered that the further employ

ment of these officers under Government would be inexpedient; they

were, accordingly, dismissed, the value of the deficit stamps having been

recovered from them.

SECTION 5.—ELEPHANTS.

289. Tho Chief Commissioner, with a view to ensure that every

year a certain number of elephant-hunting grounds in Assam Proper

should be offered on lease, so as to provide opportunities for continuous

employment to the professional hunters who maintain large numbers of

very valuable hunting elephants, divided the whole Assam Valley into

blocks to be worked in succession for two years at a time, and then to

rest for two or more years. Under this arrangement, the mchals in the

district of Goúlpára and Kámrúp and those on the north bank of the

Brahmaputra, in Lakhimpur, were ordered to bo leased during the year

under report. The mchals in Goálpára were put up to auction, and от:

man offered Us. 50 for each mohal; but as he was a man of no substance,

the Deputy-Commissioner declined his offer. In Kámrúp, no one camn

forward to bid for the molíais when put up to auction. The failure of

bids for the mehals in Goálpára and Kámrúp was attributed to the

prohibition against catching elephants by noosing, and against sub

leasing the mchals ; accordingly, in the Assam Valley, only seven

mehals, as shown below, on the north bank of the Brahmaputra, in tho

Lakhimpur district, were leased during the year, yielding a total

revenue of Rs. 14,350 :—

Ko. and name of mchals. Revenue.

Ks.

9. Sesi Dliol 1,310

10. Dliol Kora 2,750

10J. Brahmaputra Cliarkaria Ranga 1,550

11. Kora Kumotia 2,250

12. Knmotiar Holiauhari 2,050

13. Hohanhari Range 820

14. Uangc Moraraarnai 3,620

14,350
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The only other mehals leased during the year were mehals Nos.

1 and 3, in the Garo Hills. These mehals fetched a total sum of Rs.

5,220, viz., No. 1 lis. 3,000, and No. 3 Rs. 2,220.

The mehals in the districts of Cacbar and Sylhet were reserved

during the year, at the request of the Commissariat Department, for

Government kheddah operations. Those in the district of the Khasi

Hills and Naga Hills were not leased during the year.

The revenue of the mehals leased was not due till the 30th April,

1877, and has therefore not been included in the revenue for the year.

A sum of lis. 8,G05 was, however, paid in advance, and this has been

credited to the year's income.

In all, 187 elephants were captured, of which 53 were taken over

by Government, 7 were released as being too old,' or as being heavy

with calf, 1 escaped, and 14 died, leaving 112 at the disposal of the

lessees. Of the 14 elephants which died, 7 were killed in the process of

capture by noosing in the Garo Hills mehals, and so, under the rule in

force in this respect, full royalty was levied on them. In all, Rs. 11,300

were levied on account of royalty on elephants captured between 1st

October, 1876, and 28th February, 1877. The royalty leviable on

captures from the 1st of March, 1877, was not duo within the year.

290. The total demand on account of revenue and royalty,

including arrears, amounted to Rs. 31,047, of which Rs. 28,047 were

collected and Rs. 200 remitted, leaving a balance of Rs. 2,800 in the

district of Lakhimpur, which is in course of realization.

291. Diversity of practice was found to prevail in the several

districts in regard to the levy of royalty on elephant calves, and on

elephants that die or escape after capture but before the royalty has

been levied. To ensure uniformity, the Chief Commissioner directed

that royalty at full rates should be levied on all elephant calves of

whatever age, and on all elephants captured, irrespective of subsequent

occurrences, excepting only such animals as are taken over on behalf of

Government.

292. It was found necessary to add a clause to the conditions of

license permitting the lessee to claim an allowance for maintenance of

captured elephants which might be detained more than 15 days at his

expense before being taken over by the Government officer.

293. Capture by noosing was allowed this year in the Oaro Hills.

Previously, it nad been altogether forbidden, capture by driving into

■•tockades being alone permitted. The noosing system is much preferred

by the hunters.
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SECTION 6.—LAC.

2i)4. Eight molíais for the collection of indigenous lac were leased

during the year, as shown in the following statement:—

Rs.

K.'mm'ip ................................. 2 10

Darrang .............................. 1 2СЮ

Nowgong ................................. 1 650

bilisagar .............................. 1 40

Lakhiinpur ............................ 3 60

Total ..................................... 8 9GO

The mchal in the district, of Darrang is held on a lease for a term

of three years since 1875-76, on an annual rental of Ils. 200. The other

nichais were leased for the current year only. In Nowgong only was

any considerable sum ottered for the monopoly ; but the system is

altogether new, this being the first year of the lease of the mehals, except

in the caso of Darrang, and the market value of the respective nichais is

at present consequently to a great extent unknown. The total demand,

amounting to Ils. 960, was collected within the year.

SECTION 7.—RUBBER.

2i>5. In the district of the Garó Hills only was any revenue

derived from rubber during the year. The Deputy-Commissioner in this

district is allowed to purchase the rubber from private collectors, аз а

Government monopoly; this rubber he again sells to the best advantage.

The sum realized on this account лгав only Rs. 412, against Rs. 2,363 in

the preceding year, an unusually small supply having been brought in

for disposal.

Elsewhere throughout the Province, the collection of rubber is

totally unrestricted. The Chief Commissioner made proposals for

imposing certain restrictions on the collection and disposal of caoutchouc,

in order that the Province might derive some revenue from this

especially valuable product of its waste tracts ; but the Government of

India declined to sanction the measure, and desired that the future

supply of this article of commerce should be dependent on a system of

conservation and re-production of the tree in certain reserved areas by

the Forest Department. The question is now under discussion with the

chief forest officer as to the feasibility of enlarging the operations of the

department in this respect which have been already undertaken.

A very large tract in the Darrang district, 80 square miles in

extent, known as the Chard nur Reserve, had already been set apart as

a rubber plantation in the preceding year. 430 acres of this reserve are
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now planted with caoutchouc-trees, which exhibit a promising growth ,

and 139 acres more are ready for planting.

The extension of the plantation would seem to be merely a matter

of expenditure.

B.—REVENUE and FINANCE OTHER THAN

IMPERIAL.

SECTION 1.—PROVINCIAL REVENUE.

296. The receipts and charges of the year under Provincial

Services are exhibited in the following statement :—

Head of Service. Receipts. Charges.

Net results.

Receipts. J Charges.

Rs.

1C,69,788

Rs.

•

Rs. Rs.

1,341

Imperial allotment for Provincial

Services.

10,09,788

33,209

22,221

6,629

22,927

1,889

2,904

1,341

1,15,742

18,657

5,91,599

1,68,104

30,322

18,822

19,230

7,044

28,036

30,928

6,49,562

•••<«■

2,122

Public Works 3,651

17,C5,430 16,79,387 86,043

It was stated in last year's report that the expenditure under

Provincial Services in 1874-75 and 1875-76 exceeded the allotment

under that head, both years closing with a deficit, which was covered

bv special assignments made by the Government of India. At the close

of 1876-77, instead of a deficit, there was a surplus of Rs. 86,043. The

principal differences between tho figures for 1875-76 and those for

1876-77 have already been explained, and this statement calls for no

further remarks.

T
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SECTION 2.—LOCAL FUNDS.

297. The following statement shows the receipts and expenditure

during the year under review of five of the Local Funds, viz. :—

(1) Assam Local Fund.

(2) District Improvement Fund.

(3) District Post Fund.

4) Cantonment Fund.

5) Williamson Education Fund.

The comparison between the total receipts and total expenditure of

these funds shows a small surplus. There was a considerable deficit in

the preceding year.

The figures of tho several funds for 1876-77 will be briefly com

pared with those for 1875-76.

298. Assam Local Fund.—Tho receipts of this fund during 1 87(1-77

were Us. 62,054, as compared with Rs. 54,309 in 1875-76. The corn s-

ponding expenditure was Rs. 53,770 and lis. 36,824 respectively,

showing an increase of Rs. 7,745 in receipts, and Rs. 16,946 in

expenditure, as detailed below:—

liecnpts.

Increase. Decrease.

Rs. Rs.

180 Tolls 28

512 215

6

1,805

Miscellaneous fees and fines . . . . 174

5,811

Total . . 7,988

— 243 ■

243

7,745 '

Expenditure.

Increase. DecrM*.

Collection of cattle-trespass 1,803

694 2,100

Miscellaneous establishment . . 19,185 146

5,000 Collection of tolls, rates, rents,

Ac 96

Total 21,879 67S

7,933 Publio Works 3,055

16,946 Total ..T933

Under "Receipts," the most marked increases are in "Cattle-trespass

fines" and " Sundry receipts." The increase in the former is due to the

establishment of some new pounds during the year under review, and in

the latter to the inclusion of the receipts from the Government ton<ra

and bullock train services between Gauhati and Shillong in the account

of the Assam Local Fund for 1876-77.
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Under " Expenditure," the largest increase is under "Miscellaneous

establishment" Of the amount of Rs. 19,185 shown under this head,

Rs.. 18,148 represent the charges on account of the Government tonga

and bullock train services. The sum of Rs. 5,000 exhibited under

''Government contribution" is the amount contributed to the Naga Hills

District Improvement Fund. The increase in collection of taxes is due

to increased income.

The decreases are almost all under fluctuating heads, and need no

explanation.

299. Distinct Improvement Fund.—The receipts of this fund during

the year under report amounted to Rs. 2,70,518, against Rs. 1,85,108 in

the previous year. The corresponding expenditure was Rs. 2,78,03i) and

Rs. 3.32,393, respectively, exhibiting nn increase of Rs. 85,350 under

receipts, and a decrease of Rs. 54,354 under expenditure, as shown

below :—

Receipts.

Inórense.

Я»

Taies, rates, and cesses 1,32,119

Miscellaneous fees and fines . . 10

Government contribution 5,000

Public Works 60

Voluntary contribution 650

Total 1,37,889

Deduct decrease

Net increase

Education

Collection of taxes and censes. .

Miscellaneous establishment . .

52,489

85,350

Expenditure.

Decrease.

Tolls 63

Rents 2

Sundry receipts 52,434

Total 52,489

6.643

975

685

Miscellaneous 3,622

Total 10,925

Befund 679

General management 2,028

Collection of tolls, ratee,

rents, &o 321

Public Works 62,251

Total 65,279

Under " Receipts," the most marked increase is in " Taxes,

rates, and cesses," and the most marked decrease is in " Sundry

receipts." The increase in the former is attributable to the inclusion

of Rs. 1,21,200 on account of l-17th of land revenue of Kamri'ip

and Lak'himpur for 1875-7« and 1876-77 at Rs. 60,600 for each

year. The amount not having been deducted from the land revenue

of those districts in 1875-76 and credited to the District Improve

ment Fund, the necessary correction was made in 1876-77. The

«If-crease under " Sundry receipts" is owing to the accumulated

balances on the 1st April, 1874, having been brought to account by

debit to the Government of Bengal in 1875-76, and to there being no

such balance credited in the account of 1876-77.

The increase of expenditure under " Education" is owing to the

constitution of new primary schools, and that in collection of taxes and
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cess to increased income. The increase in " Miscellaneous" is attribu

table to incorrect classification of charges, owing to non-receipt of proper

details by the Deputy-Accountant-General in due time.

The decrease in expenditure under " Public Works" is attributable to

less work having been done during the year under report, owing to most

of the urgent works having been executed in the preceding year.

300. District Post Fund.—The receipts and expenditure of this

fund in 1876-77 were Rs. 9,300 and Es. 9,498, respectively, as compared

with Its. 9,260 and Rs. 9,489, respectively, in 1875-76.

It will be thus seen that there was a deficit of Rs. 229 at the close

of 1875-76, and of Rs. 198 at the close of 1876-77. These deficits have,

however, been made good in 1877-78. It is hoped that no deficit will

occur again.

301. Cantonment Fund,—The comparative figures for this fund

are—

1875-76. 1876-77.
Rs. Rs.

Keceipts 8,087 8,233

Expenditure 1,603 2,673

302. Williamson Education Fund.—The receipts of this fund in

the year under review amounted to Rs. 4,832, and the expenditure to

Rs. 5,334. The receipts in the preceding year were Rs. 4,718, and the

expenditure Rs. 4,647.

303. There remain now two other local funds, the figures for

which could not be incorporated with the Abstract Account of Local

Funds, viz. :—

(1) The Town Improvement Fund.

(2) The Bazaar Fund.

The receipts and expenditure of these two funds during the years

1875-76 and 1876-77 are given below:—

Town Improvement Fund.

1876-76. 1876-77.
Bs. Rs. As. P.

Receipts 49,624 66,428 2 6

Expenditure 18,851 14,664 6 10

Bazaar Fund.

1875-76. 1876-77.
Un- 4U- As- P.

Receipts 17.562 19,063 14 6

Expenditure 1,380 • 4,933 2 4
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It will be thus seen that the Town Improvement and Bazaar Fund

accounts of 1876-77 were closed with a balance of Rs. 51,803-12-8 and

Rs. 14,130-12-2, respectively. The balances are distributed as follows:—

Town Improvement Fund.

JU As. P.

7,799 1 8

6,272 13 11

4,092 6 11

20,500 4 1

10,845 9 3

8,853 8 10

Total 61,863 12 8

Bazaar Fund.

Darrang 8,065 0 6

Nowgong 6,065 11 8

Total 14,130 12 2

The Bazaar Fund exists (or rather existed) in Darrang and Now

gong only. It has been abolished since the close of the year under

report, its assets having been transferred to the District Improvement

Fund.

SECTION 3.—MUNICIPAL REVENUES.

304. An account of the receipts and expenditure of the several

municipalities of the Province has already been given in Chapter III.,

Section 8 of this report.

Kamrfip

Darrang. . . ,

Nowgong ..

Sibsagar .

Lakliimpar

KMsi Hills
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CHAPTER VI.

VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICES.

SECTION 1.—BIRTHS and DEATHS.

305. The system of registration of vital statistics obtaining in this

Province was explained in last year's report (para. 654, Part II.B.), and

the general nntrustworthiness of these statistics, and the cause thereof,

stated.

The Chief Commissioner regrets to observe that the statistics for

tho year under review are quite as unreliable as those for previous years.

He fears that their hopeless and evident inaccuracy is an index of the

absence of interest evinced by the district officers in the working of the

system of obtaining these statistics. It is certain that if the collection

of statistics on any subject whatever is treated by the district autho

rities as merely a matter of indifferent and unimportant routine, the

statistics supplied by their subordinates will be absolutely valueless.

The Chief Commissioner cannot but think that, if the Deputy-

Commissioners gave this matter some portion of their attention, it would

be possible, at any rate in the selected areas, to obtain statistics which

would rise above the level of absurdity. There is, however, a still

further element of uncertainty in the results exhibited, owing to the

doubt which attaches to the accuracy of the returns of population

of these tracts from which the rates of births and deaths are deduced.

Tho census, in any case, dates from five years back, and considerable

changes in the population have probably occurred in the interval.

The Chief Commissioner thinks, therefore, that it will bo advisable,

at the same time that the Deputy-Commissioners are stimulated to

supervise these statistics more closely, to initiate some measures for

verifying and, perhaps, for re-enumerating tho population of the selected

areas.

It is fruitless to comment on figures which are too ludicrous for

record. It is enough to observe that these returns show for the urban circle

of Kamriip a death-rato of four-and-a-half times the total recorded

population, while the rural circle of Caehar enjoyed the eminent salubrity

of a death-rate of only 2 per 1,000.
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An anomaly is presented in the birth-rates of selected areas. In

Xowgong, Darrang, Sibságar, and Cachar, the urban rate is less than

the rural. In Lakhimpur, Sylhet, and Goálpára, the reverse obtains.

The cause of this difference cannot be explained, except on the presump

tion that the numbers married to single may vary in the urban and

rnral areas of districts; but the figures are most probably untrust

worthy.

The birth-rate in the rural areas of Sibságar and Dai-rang, 45'5 and

43'3 per 1,000, respectively, and the rate in the urban area of Goálpára,

3<>'9, may be approximately correct; but the birth-rates, of 8'3 and 10'2

per 1,000 in the Cachar urban area and the Sylhet rural area, respectively,

aro clearly incorrect.

The question of the comparative annual increase or decrease of

Copulation in this Province is one, the accurate solution of which would

e exceedingly interesting,—this solution is, however, very far off indeed.

SECTION 2.—IMMIGRATION AND LABOUR INSPECTION.

300. A brief account of the immigrant population of the Province,

based upon the statistics for the year, will be given, and the different ques

tions in connection with the working of the Immigration Act will bo

touched upon in this chapter; but, owing to the circumstances detailed in

para. 666, Part П.в., of last year's report, any useful comparison between

the statistics of the year under review and those of the preceding year

is impossible.

307. At the commencement of the year 1876, the total immigrant

stntutir» of the total immigrant population of the Province amounted to 112,788

population. souls, including children and infants. During

the year 34,283 immigrants were imported, and 43,297 were otherwise

brought on the books. The total number employed during the year was

thus 190,368. 6,253 deaths occurred, givingadeath-rateof 5'11 per cent.

There were 5,821 desertions, i.e., at the rate of 6'16 per cent. 42,435

immigrants were otherwise deducted, that is, by determination of con

tract, by redemption under Section 137 of Act'VII. (B.C.) of 1873, by

cancelment of contracts, by imprisonment, by release under Section 112

of the said Act, or from other causes. The total number thus removed

being 54,509, the total number of immigrants remaining in the Province

at the end of the year was 135,859, showing an increase of 23,071 in

the immigrant population of the Province.

308. At the commencement of the year 1876 there were 42,698

labourers on contracts under Act VII. of 1873
BUtblk. of Act VU. laboure™. (ßC) ¡ц ^ ^^ ^ Jjstricts of thfl

Province. 19,813 such labourers were imported during the year, of

whom 7,504 were recruited by garden-sirdars and 12,309 through

contractors, and 1,520 were otherwise added.
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The total number employed during the year was thus 64,031; of

this number, 244 were released on account of permanent unfitness under

Section 112 of the Act, 12,017 were released by determination of con

tract, 226 were released by redemption of remainder of contract under

Section 137, and 156 by cancelment of contract under Sections 124 &

135; 2,9(37 persons died, 2,444 deserted, 236 were imprisoned, and 1,130

were otherwise deducted. The total number deducted was thus 19,420,

and the number remaining at the end of the year was 44,611, giving a

total increase of 1,913.

The death-rate among labourers on contracts under Act VII.

during the year was 6-79 per cent., against 2 64 per cent., the death-

rate among immigrants imported otherwise than under the provisions of

the Act. Tiled ift'erence between the two death-rates is very marked; but

it must be remembered that labourers who have become acclimatized are

included among " other immigrants," and also that many of these

latter, on falling ill, return to their homes, and that their deaths are not

reported.

The death-rate, 11-37 per cent., among Act VII. labourers from

the North-West Provinces is distressingly high. It is due, no doubt, to

the fact of a largo number of these labourers having been employed on

newly-opened gardens. Other labourers, it was fouud, did not suffer in

nearly so marked a degree in such gardens; but, under the existing

provisions of the law, there was no mode of preventing the employment

of these especially unsuitable labourers, except by closing the garden

altogether to all imported labour. In order to meet such cases, a draft

Regulation, empowering the Local Government to close a garden to any

particular class of Act VII. labourers, was submitted to the Government

of India, and has been approved of by the Governor-General in Council

since the close of the year under report. The death-rate among other

immigrants from the North-Western Provinces not imported under Act

VII. contracts was only 2'9G per cent. These immigrants have greater

freedom of selection of gardens than their Act VII. brethren, and this

fact, no doubt, principally accounts for the low death-rate among them.

The desertion-rate among Act VII. labourers, and among non-

Act labourers, during the year was 5"59 per cent, and 6 64 per cent.,

respectively.

These high desertion-rates are not, as might be surmised, an indica

tion of harsh treatment by employers, but are almost entirely due to the

bonus system, and to the unquestioning, nay, eager, readiness with

which planters, as a rule, engage any coolie who seeks employment.

The remedy for this state of things the planters themselves alone can

apply.

309. At the commencement of the year 1876 there were in the

statistics of immigrants Province (not counting infants under two years)

6^584 labourers who had immigrated other-

°' ;8'9- wise than under Act VII. contracts, of whom

2(3,138 were men, 20,061 were women, 9,001 were boys, and 6,384 were

girls.
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During the year 11,911 more of such labourers immigrated, of

whom 4,432 were men, 3,130 were women, 2,527 were boys, and 4,349

were girls. The number of infants who arrived at the age of two

years during the same period was 1,76(5. The number of labourers

otherwise added to this class by expiry of Act VII. contracts, and

under other circumstances, was 30,007. The total number of such

immigrants employed in the Province during the year was thus 105,268.

The deductions from this number, owing to departure from gardens

without leave, were 4,086. Those who left with permission amounted

to 22,866. Counting further deductions, on account of deaths 1,984,

and for other causes 488, leaves the total number of labourers other

than those on contracts under the Act remaining on the books at the

end of the jysar 75,844.

The death and desertion-rates among this class of immigrants have

already been commented upon. The number of infants born of im

ported women on the books at the commencement of the year was 8,506;

the number of such infants remaining at the end of the year

was 14,916. The rate of infant mortality was very high, 1Г11 per cent

310. During the year 1876 there were 800 tea-gardens existing in

the Province, as compared with 763 gardens
h.p«tion. existing in 1875. Of these 800 gardons, only 437

gardens employ Act VII. labourers, either exclusive of, or together

with, other labourers; of these 437 gardens, 215 were visited only once,

103 were visited twice, and 9 thrice in the year, and 110 were left unvisited.

The Chief Commissioner has noticed the number of gardens left unvisited

by the Inspectors of Labourers, a feature which he considers by no means

satisfactory. He trusts that better results may be . exhibited in this

respect in next year's returns.

311. The object in opening this route was stated in para. 677, Part

Il.B. of last vear's report. The immigration
Dhnbrl and Rajmebal rout«. , . . „ 11 . , ' ] . .•, L l * Л.

operations via this route during the whole ot the

year 1876-77 will be here described. During the above mentioned period,

296 batches of sirdari coolies, consisting of 3,7 70 emigrants, were despatched

from the recruiting districts to Assam, rid Dhubri, against 174 such

batches, consisting of 2,694 emigrants, in the preceding year. Among

the 3,770 emigrants, 160 deaths and 35 desertions occurred on the route,

against 87 deaths and 16 desertions in 1875-76. The death and deser

tion-rates were, respectively, 4'2 per cent, and '9 per cent., compared with

3-2 per cent, and -6 per cent, in 1875-76. Of the 160 deaths, 112 alone

occurred on the march from the recruiting districts to Dhubri; of these,

68 are attributed to an outbreak of cholera among the emigrants while

passing throught the district of Diimgepore. These statistics of mortality

must, however, be received with caution, as it is believed, on good grounds,

that the sirdars in charge of the batches report many coolies as having

died who have really absconded. The death-rate during the river

passage from Dhubri was only '89 per cent., against 1'46 per cent,

among the coolies embarked at Goalundo.
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In addition to the emigrants embarked at Dhubri, some small bat:bi\«

ol' coolies, aggregating 126 in number, were marched along the new

trunk road the whole way to Upper Assam via Dhubri from the recruit

ing districts. The experiment was most successful,—not a single death

occurred among the emigrants, who all reached their destination in good

health. This route, it is expected, will he more largely used upon the

extension of the Northern Bengal Railway to Rangpur. The Chief

Commissioner has taken measures, in concert with His Honour the

Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, for the construction of a good road from

Rangpur to Dhubri.

Since the close of the year, the Chief Commissioner has addressed

the India General Steam Navigation Company and New Rivers

Steam Company, with a view to the reduction of the fare"charged hy

the Company for the conveyance of coolies from Dhubri upwards,

which at present is the same as that charged for their conveyance

from Goalundo upwards.

312. It was stated in para. 685, Part II.B. of last year's report, that

Prorwon of additional clothing tbe measure adopted for providing additional

ami shelter for immigrants clothing and shelter from the wind for
dnrinp ttie voyage in the ,
winter months. immigrants on their voyage upwards was most

beneficial. The figures for the year under review support this statement,

and show that the mortality among the emigrants during the winter

months has steadily decreased since the measure came into force.

313. It was stated in last year's report that the question of the undue

Detention „f steamers dnring detention of steamers on their voyage up had

the voyage. early attracted the attention of the Chief Com

missioner. The excessive detention of a steamer at Goalundo in March,

1876, formed during the year the subject of a reference to the Govern

ment of Bengal, which led to the issue by His Honour the Lieutenant-

Governor of certain instructions calculated to obviate all future complaints

arising from the detention of steamers at that place of embarkation.

Complaints were made during the year of the undue detention of

steamers at Serajganj for the purpose of inspection. The matter was

brought under the consideration of the Government of Bengal and of the

Government of India, and arrangements were made by the former

Government which fully met the Chief Commissioner's wishes in the

matter.

314. The question of the detention of sirdari coolies at Goalundo for

medical inspection was, as stated in last year's report, referred for the

Detention of sirdari coolies at decision of the Government of India. During

Goainndo for medical inspco- the vear under review the Governor-General in
tion before embarkation. r, " .. . . . . , i . i t

Council decided that it was not advisable to

disturb the arrangements made by the Government of Bengal for the

medical inspection of sirdari coolies at Goainndo, and they are accord

ingly still detained at that place for four days' medical observation.
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SECTION 3.—MEDICAL RELIEF.

315. There were 17 dispensaries open in the Province during the

year i876, as compared with 14 open in 1874, and 16 open in 1875.

The additional dispensary opened during the year under review was at

Jaipur.

Ten out of the 17 dispensaries are main, and seven branch dispen

saries. The income of these institutions is derived from three sources,

»¿г., Government aid, donations and subscriptions of neighbouring

inhabitants, and hospital charges paid by tea-planters for maintenance

and treatment of sick garden coolies.

The total amount contributed by Government during the year

amounted to Rs. 8,945-ll-7f. From other sources, a sum of

Rs. 15,845-1-3 was realized. The total income during the year

amounted to Rs. 29,607-14-8, the balance in hand at the commencement

of the year being Rs. 4,817-l-9¿-. The total expenditure during the year

was Rs. 24,344-9-0$, leaving a balance at the close of Rs. 5,263-5-7^.

The percentage of total cost of the dispensaries paid by Government

amounted to 36'74, or little more than one-third. 2,582 in-door and

25,503 out-door patients were treated during the year, making a total

of 28.085 persons treated, as compared with 2(5,628 and 19,046 persons

treated in 1875 and 1874, respectively.

Malarious fevers, bowel-complaints, and skin diseases comprise

the diseases most frequently requiring relief. 7,435 fever cases were

treated. At Sylhet, in April and May considerable mortality attended an

outbreak of fever of a severe type. The average rate of mortality

amongst in-door patients during the year was 16'92 per cent. This is not

an unfavourable average, when it is considered that a very large

proportion of in-patients are admitted in an emaciated or moribund state.

Eighty-nine major and 1,039 minor operations were performed

during the year, as compared with 66 major and 420 minor operations

performed in 1875. This increase is satisfactory.

Relief is afforded at the several dispensaries to three classes of

persons, viz. :—

(1.) Voluntary applicants for relief.

(2.) Labourers sent in from tea estates.

(3.) Persons admitted under the orders of the civil authorities.

It is satisfactory to note that by far the greater number of persons

treated are voluntary applicants, who sometimes come long distances

to seek medical relief.

On the whole, satisfactory results have attended the working of the

dispensaries throughout the year. There has been a considerable increase

in the number of persons treated and in the number of surgical

operations performed. The money receipts, too, are increasing.
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SECTION 4.—LUNATIC ASYLUMS.

316. There is only one Lunatic Asylum in this Province, that at

Tezpur. To this Asylum are sent, as a rule, all insanes from districts

in the Assam Valley. Insanes from the two districts in the Surma

Valley are, under special arrangements made with the Government of

Bengal, sent to the Lunatic Asylum at Dacca.

The Tezpur Asylum was opened on the 1st April, 187(5. The

building is situated about a mile distant from the station of Tezpnr, on

an open plateau, and is of a very unpretentious character, consisting

merely of mat huts, within a square enclosure, surrounded by a bamboo

fence, and beyond by a hedge. This enclosure, which is 400 feet long

each way, is divided into three compartments of unequal size, divided off

by bamboo fencing. In the first compartment are ten huts for male

insanes ; in the second compartment are three huts for female insanes;

the third compartment contains the hospital, the cook-room, and two

padded cells.

A building of the above description is, perhaps, hardly worthy of

the name of Lunatic Asylum; but, the Provincial resources being for the

present quite unable to bear the cost of a suitable building, the most that

could be done was to provide accommodation, where a few insanes

not of a violent character might be lodged with comparative security.

Insanes of a violent character are placed in the cells of the Tezpur Jail.

64 patients were admitted into the Asylum during the nine months

of 1876, of whom 43 were in fair health at the time of admission. Of

the total number of patients admitted, 8 were criminal lunatics. Most

of the patients were imported labourers. Acute mania was the chief type

of insanity observable among the lunatics. The rate of mortality among

the inmates was distressingly high, viz , nearly 26 per cent, of average

strength, and 15 per cent, of number admitted. The expenditure during

the year was comparatively large, being at the rate of Rs. 145-11-2

per head per annum, as shown in the margin. This high charge is

Rs. A*, p. to a great extent unavoidable, the cost of living in

Establishment .. si io 6 tue Assam Valley being very much higher than

Mailclif-s " o 14 8 'n °^ner Pal"ts of India. Moreover, owing to the

Contingencies 20 8 7 insecurity of the building, a larger staff of keepers

Total .. 145 n 2 has to be entertained than would otherwise be

necessary. The receipts of the institution were, as

was to be expected, small, amounting to only Rs. 83-14, distributed

thus :—

Rs. As. P.

From manufactures 6 4 0

From paying patients 77 10 1

The value of the labour of the insanes has not been taken into

consideration in this calculation. It is not, however, considerable. The

arrangement of the building does not admit of the introduction of

manufactures to any extent, and, besides, most of the inmates are
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physically or mentally unfit for any kind of skilled labour. The services

of the insanes are chiefly utilized in executing improvements and repairs,

and in performing menial offices.

The insane» were, on the whole, well-behaved. There were two

attempts at arson, and there were a few cases of assault. During the

year seventeen insanes escaped from the asylum. They were all

recaptured. Latterly, but few attempts at escape have been made.

The Chief Commissioner hopes that by degrees it may be possible to

effoct considerable improvements ¡n the present premisos; but ho cannot

see anv immediate prospect of being able to provide for the expenditure

necessary for the construction of a proper masonry building.

SECTION 5.—SANITATION.

317. Very little progress has yet been made in the matter of

sanitation in this Province, as local conditions present many natural

obstacles to even limited progress in this direction. The absence

of a scavenger population, as noticed in last year's report, the

peculiar formation of the country, the large, comparatively dispropor

tionate, area occupied by swamps and dense jungle growth, obviously

favour greatly the prevalence of diseases of a malarious origin. Tlic

gradual opening out of the Province and tho increase of popula

tion may remove some of these obstacles. The proverbial apathy of the

inhabitants, and their indifference and obstructiveness in matters of

sanitary reform, are impediments still more difficult to overcome.

At head-quarters stations, however, much has alreadv been accom

plished. At Shilloug, the drainage and water-supply have been improved,

aqueducts conveying a supply of pure water throughout the station have

bwn constructed, jungle growth has to some extent been cleared, and

endeavours have been made to improve latrine arrangements. At Gauháti,

the municipality has been persistent ¡n its attempts to improve the sanitary

condition of the station by providing latrines, conservancy labourers, and

a superintending staff of employes. Similar measures have been adopted

to some extent in other head-quarter stations. Further measures for

improving the drainage at Gauháti and Goálpára are in contemplation.

The health of the troops occupying the military lines at Cachar has

been much benefited by some alterations made in the drainage of the

station.

The removal of jungle in the vicinity of the station of Tura has

resulted in a marked general improvement in the health of the residents.

The improvement of the sanitary condition of the general agricul

tural population is a matter of special difficulty in this Province, not

only from natural and physical causes, themselves a serious impediment,

but, further, from tho habit of the cultivating classes of living in scattered

clusters of a few houses, instead of congregating in villages, a system

which renders any sanitary control over a widely-scattered, as weïl as a

scanty, population quite impossible. Sanitation must, therefore, for the

present, be almost exclusively confined to the larger centres.
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SECTION 6.—VACCINATION.

318. The number of vaccinators employed during the season of

1876-77, amounted to 95, of whom 79 were employed in the Kamrup

district; of these 78 were trained ex-inoculators, who earn a livelihood

without any assistance from Government by charging a small fee (about

four annas) for each operation. The salaries of 15 out of the remaining 17

vaccinators were defrayed by municipalities. The total cost to Govern

ment amounted to lis. 1,286. The total amount of work performed was

as the rate of 4*99 vaccinated per 1,000 of population. Though some

what in excess of average years, the proportion is comparatively low, but

it must be considered that the staff of operators is a very limited one.

In districts where the relative proportions of staff to population were

more equalized, results were satisfactory; thus, in the Garo Hills, 36*76

per 1,000 of the population, and in Kamrup 22-01 per 1,000 of the

population were vaccinated.

The average number operated on by each vaccinator was 248*75.

The percentage of successful cases amounted to 86 32 in primary and

94'73 in secondary vaccination. The total number vaccinated during

the year amounted to 23,632, being in excess of the number vaccinated

during the previous year by 1,657. Ofthe total number vaccinated, 9,496

were females.

The attitude of the people varies in different districts. Apathetic

indifference and a predilection for ancient customs are the chief

obstacles to be overcome,—where prejudices are founded on religious

scruples, the difficulty is greater, and occasionally insuperable. The

chief" Gossain in the Province is said to be opposed to vaccination on

religious grounds, and his influence, when thrown into the scale, increases

the difficulties in the way of the progress of vaccine operations. Opposi

tion has been completely overcome in the Garo Hills ; in other districts,

notably in Kamrup, Goalpara, and Cachar, it is dying out.

Of 3,276 prisoners, villagers, and schoolboys examined, only 9 09

per cent, were unprotected, 42*36 percent, had been inoculated, 21*84

per cent, had been vaccinated, and 26*89 had suffered previously from

small-pox.

The average cost to Government of each operation amounted to

only 10£ pie, and the cost of each successful case to one anna one-

tenth pie.
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CHAPTER VII.

INSTEUCTION.

SECTION 1.—GENERAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC INSTRUC

TION.—[Blank.] .

SECTION 2.—EDUCATION.

319. The number of schools existing in the Province at the close

of the year 1876-77 was 1,133, against 1,137 at the close of 1875-76. The

number of pupils on the 31st March, 1877, was 31,925, as compared

with 31,462 on the 31st March, 1876. In respect, therefore, to the

number of schools, and the number of pupils under instruction, the

position of the department was much the same as in the preceding year.

Although there was a slight decrease in the total number of schools, yet

there was an increase in the total number of pupils receiving

instruction.

320. The total expenditure for the last two years was as shown

below :—.

Year. 1875-76. 1876-77.

Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P.

Subscribed by the public 75,838 0 0 80,794 О О

From Provincial Funds i 1,55,584 0 0 1,44,413 О О

From Local Funds I 28,698 0 0 29,761 О О

Total ¡2,60,120 0 0 2,54,968 О О

It thus appears that, whereas the number of schools fell oft' by

four only, the total expenditure on education was reduced by upwards

of Us. 5,000. In f87o-76, the contributions of the people came up to

29 per cent, of the total cost ; in 1876-77 it amounted to nearly

32 per cent.

It is ascertained that in the plains districts one person in every

12'.), and in the hills districts one person in every 95, goes to school. In

the preceding year, the proportions were one in 131, and one in 106,

respectively. These figures evidence some advancement.
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321. The following statistics, showing the proportion of persons

under instruction to the general population in other Provinces besides

Assam, are interesting, and are not unfavourable to this Province :—

Province, People to each pupil.

Bengal 117

Madras Ill

N.-W. Provinces 122

Oudh 171

Central Provinces 99

Panjab 152

Haiderabad districts 83

British Burinah 86

. ( Plains 129
Assam ... | Hi]ls 95

322. The relative proportion of Hindus to Mussulmans at school

during the year was 5 to 2. Educational statistics tend to show that the

Mahomedan population of the Province are deplorably apathetic in

matters relating to education. In 1874-75, one in 121 of the Hindu

population, and one in 271 of the Mussulman population, went to school;

in 1875-7(3 the corresponding proportions were one in 119 and one in

267; and in 1876-77 the proportions were one in 112 and one in 297,

respectively. The diminishing attendance of Mussulman pupils shown

in these returns does not, however, prove that neglect of all education is

increasing among this class of the population. The purely secular teach

ing in the Government schools is distasteful to the Mahomedans, and

they prefer, when possible, to send their children to the independent

mukhtabs where the Koran is taught. These mukhtabs are believed to

be on the increase. Colonel Keatinge has under consideration the

question whether it would not be possible to improve the character of

these mukhtabs, and by giving them assistance, conditionally on the

adoption of a satisfactory course of education in addition to their

religious studies, to bring them thereby under Government supervision

and control.

It may be noted that, according to the departmental returns, the

relative attendance of Hindus and Mahomedans is much the same

in the districts of Goalpara, Kamriip, and Darrang, while in the districts

of Nowgong, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur the Mahomedans are propor

tionately better schoolgoers than the Hindus.

Out of the total number of pupils attending the schools in 1875-76,

79£ per cent, belonged to the lower classes of society; in 1876-77 the

proportion was 80^ per cent.

323. The following statement shows an increase of two in the

primary instruction. number of primary schools, and of 587 in the

number of pupils receiving primary instruc

tion :—

Year. Schools. Pupili.

1875-76 ... ... 1,021 24,296

1876-77 1.U23 24,883
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The cost of these 1,023 schools came to Rs. 71,510, of which

• at. M 7« from Load Funda. sum Rs. 48,005* wore contributed by the State.

The average daily attendance having been 17,620,

the cost to Government of educating each pupil came to lis. 2-11-7 out

of Rs. 4-0-11. The public thus gave Re. 1-5-4 for each pupil, while in

1875-76 they contributed Re. 1-2-8. The cost of educating each pupil

is ascertained by dividing by the average daily attendance; were it the

practice to divide by the number of pupils on the rolls, all of whom have

no doubt received some education, the cost to Government of each

would be found to be Rs. 1-14-11 out of Rs. 2-13-11, against

s. 2-0-6 out of the same sum in the previous year.

It may be remarked here that, in addition to the pupils reading in

primary schools, there were 2,733 scholars reading in middle and higher

schools who were still in the primary stage of instruction. Thus, out of

31,925 pupils, 29,204, or 91'4 per cent., were receiving a primary educa

tion ; in the year 1875-76 the percentage was 9Г7.

324. Secondary instruction.—(a) Middle Vernacular Schools.—These

schools were less in number by 3 than in the preceding year, having

fallen from 60 to 57. Their cost came to Rs. 25,918. The average

cost per head to Government was Hs. 5-15-1 and to the public

Bs. 5-14-8. It may thus b«) said that the people contribute one-half

of the cost of the education of their children reading in middle

vernacular schools. The attendance at these schools during the year

was 2.970, against 3,322 in the previous year. This slight retrogression

is probably only temporary.

325. (I) Middle English School*.—These schools numbered 31,

against 32 in 1875-76, but the number of pupils attending them rose from

1,971 in that year to 2,192 in the year under report. Their total cost came

to Rs. 23.141, against lis. 23.1(53 in 1875-76. In the year under report

each pupil cost thu State Д«. 5-13-5 out of a total cost of Rs. 15-14-5.

The people thus contributed about two- thirds of the cost of the education

imparted in these schools.

326. (c) Higher Class Schools,—Schools teacldng up to the University

Entrance Standard.—These schools consist of the eight zila schools and

an unaided school situated in the town of Sylhet called the Mufti School.

The average attendance at these schools during the past year was 1,133,

against 1,158 in the preceding year. At the University Entrance

Examination in 1876, 21 out of 38 candidates sont up from these schools

passed. In no previous year had so large a number been successful.

The cost to Government of educating each pupil in the zila schools

during 1876-77 was Rs. 19-5-1, and to the public Rs. 17-9-0.

In respect to these schools, it is satisfactory to observe the tendency

of the public to contribute more liberally in each successive year

towards the education of each student.
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327. The number of female pupils attending the schools is on the

Kemaie education. increase, as will appear from the following

statement:

Number of female pupils.

1S-7S-7A.

Cnchar
Bylhet
Gottl;>Ara
K&mrup
Darning ]

Nowgong
Sibsajrar
Lakbimpor I

Total district* of the plains

f.n
20
r.i
113

tu
:«

Khasl HUM .
C.iro Hills .
Na*ra LI tils .

Total hill districts

Grand Total

r,0S

mm
id

Increase.

75

f.u
?;«
4S

ST

61n

40 S
2 )

111

Net increase,
112

PS

4

Net decrease
82

;l
f.l

In addition to the number of the girls actually attending the

schools, it seems probable that a large number, of whom the department

has no cognizance, may be getting some instruction at their homes;

for in the year 187-1-75 it was ascertained that more than 50 per cent,

of the girls joining the schools of the Sibsagar district had learnt how

to read and write beforehand.

328. Special Instruction.—(a) Normal Schools.—At the close of

the year there was a normal school at the head-quarters of each of the

plains districts, excepting Cachar and Nowgong. During the year under

review, these schools turned out 144 persons, who are now employed

in teaching. In the previous three years, 351 teachers have been

furnished.

In addition to the teachers supplied by the normal schools, many

youths who have passed the vernacular scholarship examination are

found ready to take primary-schoolmastcrsbips, and it frequently

happens that some of these turn out to be among the best teachers in

the primary schools.

329. (l>) Technical Schools.—The schools established from the

Williamson Endowment Fund come under this head.

The artizan school at Jorhat is now working with fair success.

Instruction is imparted in boat-building, wheel-making, furniture-

making, and blacksmith's work. The survey school at Golaghat did

not prove popular there, and was far from successful. It has been

discontinued since the close of tho year, and in its stead a survey class

(called the Williamson Survey Class; has been attached to the zila school

at Sibsagar.
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SECTION 3.—LITERATURE and the PRESS.

330. During the year 187(i, 37 books were registered, against nine

registered in 1875, showing an increase of 28 books.

Of the 37 books registered, 13 were educational and 24 non-educa

tional works, 21 were original works, 10 were translations, and 6 were

re-publication«.

The number of copies of educational works increased from 4,500 in

1875 to 11,600 in 1876, and the number of copies of non-educational

works increased from 2,800 to 16,150.

With one exception, viz., a work on "the peculiarity of the river

names of Assam and some of the countries adjoining," which is in

English, all the books published were written either in Bengali or

Assamese.

The books registered in 1876 treat of the following subjects:—

Biography, drama, fiction, history, language, poetry, religion, science,

and miscellaneous subjects.

There is nothing noteworthy in any of these publications, which, as

a rule, are of the nature of short pamphlets. Only three of them contain

more than 100 pages.

Tho expenditure incurred, under Section 10 of Act XXV. of 1867,

in the purchase of books during the years 1874, 1875, and 1876, is

given below :—

1874. 1875. " 1876.
Rs. As. P. Rs. A«. P. n». As. P.

9 9 9 8 10 0 26 11 G

Fees levied under Section 18 amounted to Rs. 10. No necessity

arose for any prosecution under Section 16 of the Act.

331. During the year 1876-77 there were six Presses in the

Province,—one more than in the preceding year.

Four native papers were published in the Province during the year

under review, against three published in 1875-76, viz., the Arunodoi at

Sibsagar, the Assam JBilasini at Majuli, in Sibsagar, the Hitasadhini in

Goalpara, and the Srihaltaprokash in Sylhet. Besides the four news

papers mentioned above, the Dihingu Gossain, of Nowgong, edits a

monthly treatise on religious subjects, which is printed at Gauhati and

finds sale among his disciples only. The circulation of these newspapers,

as explained in last year's report, is very limited, and is chiefly among

foreigners.

SECTION 4.—LITERARY SOCIETIES.

Nil.

SECTION 5.—ARTS and SCIENCES.

Nil



156 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION RtPOKT.

CHAPTER VIII.

ARCHEOLOGY.

Aif.— Vide para. 725, Part IPb. of last year's report.

CHAPTER IX.

MISCELLANEOUS.

SECTION 1.—ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION.

332. Ecclesiastical affairs in the Province are under the supervision

of the Bishop of Calcutta. There is only one chaplain on the establish

ment, who officiates part of the year at Gauhati and part of the year at

Shillong, and who also visits Goalpara four times a year.

There is a minister at Dibrugarh paid by the Additional Clergy

[Society ; this minister visits Sadiya once a year. At Silchar there is a

minister, also paid by the above Society, who visits Sylhet four times a

year. At Tezpur there is minister paid by the Society for the Propagation

of the Gospel in Foreign Parts ; this minister visits Nowgong twice a

year, Bishnath twice a year, and Mangaldai three times a year. In

addition to the abovo, a minister has recently been appointed for Jorhat.

There are seven churches in the Province,—at Shillong, Gauhati,

Tezpur, Mangaldai, Dibrugarh, Sylhet, and Silchar.

Statistics .

Number of
oharches.

Number of Cleiyy-
mcu and ministers.

Number of persons Paid by Govern

ment:r.ti-mlins worship.

Its.

Church of England 7 5 17,195

SECTION 2.—ECCLESIASTICAL.

333. There is nothing to add to the information given under this

head in the Report for 1874-75 and 1875-76.

SECTION 3.—STATIONERY.

334. The Superintendent of Stationery not being able to give the

information asked for, this section is blank.
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[8] E.—FISCAL (1876-77.)

1. Survey and Settlement.

SURVEY.

Arca pn.viuii.-ly surveyed iii miles. Cost per mile.
Surveyed darin R- the 501, v'sí

cost per mue.

Revenue. f

1

1
9

Topi'graphically. •g
s

a

а
S

1

;

> с x
P а

•^ Jr-
H

Es. As. P. Rs. As. P.

гида 2 7.('-»(> 18 3 4 66 7 1 717 square miles, «et

Rs. '21 per mile.

SETTLEMENT.

Nature of ScttU'Luent.
АГГ-Я in

Annual

revenue

о?.ч(^>е(1.

Diite of expiry of

fcsettk'Utuit.
Remark*.

mil«.

Rs.

Settled

и

8,40Т-.Ч.5

197-16

3.7S CIS

26.263

2,!H,U3

190« to 19ßl

1Í7K tol.^Sd

31st March, 1877,

., t«-n .11 .tis und uiiiliT thirty l.MO-Bl

^,^M)'ftH 2" 1!) ";V

IS "Л6

Tntal 11,1^'T'iO

".ТЛ2-ЛЭ

30.;;u,ua4

St'ttlcments iin-vioiisly made, including lull

nroid of riirhu 4,08.?!>2

Setthii 5,4¡I7'UO :¡,7.V¡18

22.2îi,fi08

Si-uli'ii

the j ¡ir j Blluallilliy 1,»SJ.S6
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[10] E.—Fiscal (1876-77).

3.— Varieties of Tenure held direct from Government.

1 3 8 4 6 6 7 a I

Numberofholdersor

shareholders.

1
i

I

->
Numberofvillages.

i
I

a
Numberofestates.

1

§
a

u 1

Nature of Tenure.
if

E -4J

a!
S

s
a

CS
K
o
S3
a

I

riTcld by indivi
duals under law

Great 2emin- of primogeniture
daries, paying,'

Ba. A.P. Bs. A.P.

more than Rs. ] Held by Jndivi-
50,000 revenue. duals and fami

lies under ordi
nary law.

Large .emln- f™5$££»*
claries, paying 1 ^
more than E.^ v d ordinary
6.000 revenue. 1 1

7 875,265

2,760,664

53,609

3,813

35

8

728 0 0

413 0 0

18 0 0

6 0 0

0 0 0

Small zemindaries other than those
of cultivating communities.

724

8,655

471,171

1,038

837

7^46

3,243

82,740

949,287

1 0 0

0 6 0

0 10 0

='

Proprietary cultivating communities
paying in common.

302,628

39,61.782

•i

I
Proprietary cultivators paying se

parately, including all sinallcstatcs
paying less than lis. 100.

Holders of f In perpetuity ....
revenue -free]

454 66

1,451

60

63

2,341

94

69.532

24,958

94,634"

131

48

946Grants held under the rules of 1838
and 1861.

622

100

Landholders who have redeemed the

revenue.

1,668 185 1,930 259,121* 166

327 91 293 192,254 688

Total 489,628 11,053 1,040,292 8,030,833 16 • •••

* Of these areas, 41,331 acres were assessed during the year.

[11] E.—Fiscal.

4.— Varieties of Tenure not held dived from Government (1876-77).

[No data.]
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[121 E.—Fiscal (1876-77.)

5.—Register of Transfers.

Number of transfers
recorded.

Average area. In
acres, of each

holding transferred.

Nature op Tenure Transferred.
u

Bycompulsory

sale.

Byinheritance. Byvoluntary

sale.

Bycompulsory

sale.

Byinheritance. REMARKS.

h
B

m
n

1 2 3 4 6 6 7 8

Great zemindaries. complete

....

A.R.I\ A.R.P. A.B.P.

1,661 .... 8-14

918 72 13-2-39 8-0-0

Villages owned by cultivating communities . .
183 11-0-16

Siwra to ditto
1,387 117 4-0-16 8-3-8

Holdings of proprietary cultivators
.... .... ....

Intermediate holdings of a transferable

cbuacter.

887 23 18 60-2-28 12-0-0 839-0-0

Holdings of ryote with right of occupancy . .
81 4 28 805-3-22 9-<M> 633-0-0

11 8 1,583-2-0 .... 1,080-0-0

3
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[18] B.—Judicial Statement.

2. (Criminal).—Statement of offences reported, and of persons tried, convicted,

and acijuiited, for each offence in the Province of Assam hi the year 187G.

DESCIIIPTIOS op oppkncks.

•

Is

E *

•6 ■5 * = ~
V - C £%. i 5
o

% 11

'i
B

*~ — ~. - 3

I

IT.

i

1 .

■ft

^ BB = 3 X 5
£ ^ 5

i

C .3 -

i

C
P

^ ~ r-c -
5£ e* _ ■

Jt 11

P

I
=

II

1
= s. — ^ -

7 *

-

E- = -<
z

f»~ 1

Sections.

0

121 to ISO

131 to 140 ....

143 to 115, 112 862 127 213 12
149 to 151,
157, 158.

147, 118, 152, 204 887 155 659 .1 7u ....
nnil 103 to
156.

160 47 123 13 llu ....

1«1 to 169 83 40 19 20 1

161 to 170 7 8 1 7

and 171.

172 to inn 460 1,251 23'. !•!« 1 ■>i
....

193 to 200 81 166 65 79 11

201 to 229 182 2511 66 liil ■j
7 3

231 to 254 29 29 5 23 1 ....
265 to 263 3 3 1 ....
2i)4 to 2i;7 14 20 8 11 1 ....
269 to 278 41 47 5 42 ....
279 to •»') 165 186 18 168 ....
290 and 291 79 89 6 88 ....
2!>2 to 294 3 14 1 18 ....
•>'jr> to 2H8

"-81
1

'25
1

"l
. .

3U2 anil 303 64 14 14 a
.... 2 3 3

"l3 "l "9
....

304 86 48 25 t
305 and 306 13 14 3 10 1 ....

81l"'
11 7 3 4 ....

312 to 315 8 9 "•

....

312 67 1 1 ....

116
"'*7

 

317

1

5 5
":i

....
318 4 4 ....

325 to 331 e2 44 8 34 1 1
and 383.

323, 324, S82 632 643 159 374 9 ....
and 334 to
338.

841 SO 78 42 86 1
"is342 to 348 602 437 229 188 ....

352 to 358 6,302 3,024 1,447 1,550 37 ....

364, 366, 867 8 14 6 8 .. .. ....

363, 865, 368 28 83 14 IS 4
869.

370 and 871 2 4 2
"s

1  

372 and 873 1 g 1 —

374 8 a 1 2

"1

....
376 43 25 22 2 ....
877 13 12 6 f 1 ....

OfTences against the State
Offences relating to the army and navy..

(Unlawful assembly.

Rioting, 4ic

Affray

Offenws against
public tran-<
quiility.

I C By public servants ....
• Offences .. \ Relating to public
\ ( servants.

Contempt of lawful authority
False evidence, or subornation, &c, of

the same.
Offence* against public justice
Offences relating to coin

„ to stamps
„ to Weights and measures
„ affecting public health
n „ safety
M „ convenience
„ relating to decency and morals
„ „ religion

Murder
attempts

Culpable homicide
Abetment at suicide

attempts

Thuggee, die

\ (Attended with aggravat-
( Cnusingmis- ) ing circumstances.

( carriage. |
(Other

Injury to unborn children
Kxposure of infants
Concealment of birth by Becrct disposal
of the dead body.

>Hnrt

I
J

With aggravating cir
cumstances.

Other

Wrongful restraint
„ confinement . . .

Criminal force or assault .

) Kidnapping
I or forcible
\ abduction

f*W!

jot

ith aggravating
cumstances.

Other cases

dr-

Plavery
Buying or selling a m
pose of prostitution.

Forced labour
Rape
Unnatural offences .
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1 18] B.—Judicial Statement.—(Continued.)

1. (Criminal).—Statement of offences reported, and of persons tried, conricted,

and acquitted, for each offence in the Province of Assam in the i/ear 1<S7(J.

 

SectionsofFcnalCode

applicable.

1
Kuniberofpersonsun

dertrialduringthe

year.

Acquittedordischarged.j|

Died,escaped,trans

ferred.

Remainingundertrial. (Thenumbercommitted outofthoseremaining undertrialhasbeen
notedinthiscolumn).

• 0
Si£

RKMA11KS.a
-- to
t:

Description or Offences. o

■5

i

§

>-

Sections.

I

VTith aggravating cir
cumstances.

382 ....

879 to 381 a cine. 2,029 781 1,182 3 63

Attempts

and 401

2 2 2

42

13
j Extortion .. j

With aggravating cir
cumstances.

386 to 389

881 and 385 93 63 >8 13 6

44
J Robbery. . . .

am

"87 "-87 "l4S 392
•28 s

44

[iJMoity....*

396
89747

48 /

With attempt to cause
death or grievous hurt.

395, 399. 400,
and 102

10 28 17 6 5 1

4* Criminal misappropriation of property. . 103 anil 101 158 131 50 81 ....

M Breach of trust 406 to 109

111 to 414

260

260

163

182

85 72 l 6

11 Receiving or habitually dealing in 107 355 • 1 19 1
stolen proper! y or plundered property.

» Cheating 417 to 420 218 112

4

75 57

1

1 9

Attempts 2

n Fraudnlent de
property.

eds and disposition of 421 to 421 2 2 ....

M

| Mischief ..

With aggravating cir
cumstances.

429 to 433
and 435 to
410

171

857

99

692

42

261

53

308

1 1

K 426 to 128 20
and 131

N ^Resulting in death or
other grievous hurt.
For commission of
serious offences.

159 and 160

t;
Icrlm Inal ,

! trespass. <

419 to 4.10
451,452, 451

155, 157,am

628 175 63 110 2

58
458

147, 418, 453 728 888 281

11

391

11

8 10
456,161,am
462

19 Forgery or uttering or possessing forged
documents or papers.

456 to 471
and 171

21 27 2 1
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[IS] В.- -.JUDICIAL STATEMENT.—(Continued.)

~2. (d-iiiiiiinl).—Statement of o[fi.'ni'es reported, and of persons trifd, C"nr>rtfl,

und (ii'ijiiiitcil, for each <>p<.'ncv in the Province of Assam in the ¡/far lS7ii.

M

h

! I
Ijllíj

с 5
Iт ^ a ¿

"2 t. j
С Ü

•С
h gï g = e"3

s

fc ï

If
"С

1
|

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENCE». 5
Я Л =fS

с ¿э о-. 2 S
1 i

M

S|=;|
¿ "S J2

I

s • _c

с 3.

Ia
С "Л "э I a

S s s 3
= 5

о1 s S

1
V S*

'Л ** I и и" P 3 35

fi.ï

6tî

f'rin Îti:i1 bn'ifh of contract of яегт|се.. 2a 21

197

11 В 2

a
49-1 t<> 4 У** 183 2И

G 7 80 49 У7 12

*îS ÍCn lil il i 1- i [l^SllltillLT ÍT1 (I'MLll ОТ Oüö 2 2 1 1

i i'l Itiot , 1 «itÍHT trrU'VUU.-i lllirt.

611 Г»0-1 to 510 7<S (¡9 18 61

70 Ut HT pfTi'i -o-» not included io the 3.-273 4,329 849 3,445 4 3l

u Jove s iwe limitions.

-

Tot;tl 18 ь!ч'| 17 175 II O&i 26 400 23
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B.—JUDICIAL STATEMENT.
[23J

7. (Civil).—Statement showing value of Suits disposed of in the Civil and

Revenue Courts of the Province of Assam in the year 1876.

NUMBER OF SPITS DISPOSED OK
ТоЫNumberofSuitsdie-

I«jscdofindifferentCourts.

IN DIFFERENT CUDUTS.

SmallСашеCourts. Munsiffe,Deputy-
Collectors,and otherSub-Divi

sionalCourts.

TotalvalueofSuit».

VALUE or Serra. VillageCourts.
DistrictCourt«.

SuperiorCotirts.

In Civil Courts.

Not exceeding Rs. 5

Rs.

1,392

5,190

9,601

2,623

196

6

39

278

342

2

4

88

9

6

3

1,431 5,010

17,222

4,83,463

4,99,063

1,38,382

1,88,960

68,924

1,01,078

7,14,167

Ditto „ 20 5,468

10,003

2,625

200

94

9

6

3

Ditto „ 100

Ditto „ 500

Ditto 1 000

Ditto 5000

Ditto „ 10000

Ditto „ 1,00000

Exceeding „ 1,00,000

Total in Civil Courts ... 19,008 771 ... 19,839° 22,70,269

In Revenue Courts.

Not exceeding Rs. 5 98

115

59

7

7

30

22

5

105

145

81

12

345

1,403

3,121

Ditto „ 20 ...

Ditto „ 100

Ditto „ 500 2,443

Ditto „ 1,000

Ditto „ 5,000 2 2

1

3,318

7,294Ditto „ 10,000 1  ...

Ditto „ 1,00,000

Exceeding „ 100000

Total in Revenue Courte ... 282 64 346-f 17,924

Grand Total ... 19,350 835 ... 20,185 22,88, 19J

' Шх савев having no money value have not been Included in tbis Statement,

t Two cásea as noted above.
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DistrictCourtsothrrtnanChiefCourt*of

districts(SulxirdinateJudircs*Courts).
CbiefCourteoídistricts(DistrictJudges'

Courts).

Э

Paidsub-dmRionultribuuiile

CourteofCollectors

Total
GRADTOTAL

ь

Cí'ci/Couru.

RfrenueCourts.
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D.—POLICE.

U] 1. General Statement of Crime, showing the remit of Police operations in the

détection and prosecution of crime and recovery of stolen property during the

year 1876.

•

PART I.— Cognizable Crime.
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[41] D.-Po

1. General Statement of Crime, shoving the result of Police operations in thi

PART I,-

Cases.

Aversenumberreportedduringfivepreceding

years.

ReportedtohavebeenconmiltUnlduringtheyear.
NumberofeasesnotInquiredIntounder¡Section117

HcjM.rtedtohaveherncnminittnlinprevi.msyeure,

undbrou^'litunderiiHiniryduriniitlieyear.

Investigated bj

Pólice.
|

NumlMTofeimi'i»(hxîluredbyMaglxtrutotobofulne

undnevertollaveoccurred.

ByorderoftheMiuzistniteafterthe

Polie«bairefusedtoinquire.

00

í'zé
3

ofthcCrinmiiilProcedureOilo.

IB

T,aw lindar which

punUhuhlc.

Description of Crime.
i

с, -^ "

Ч
PendiliKntendoflu«tyt4ir.

í'^~-

111

с =

ByPolice,momotu.

í!
*-, « '1.

1

^ £ С

— — í

0

"с

3 ? .1

S ï =

il

-

1

с ¿ E

Ie \

1 2

Illitttil.&e.

3 За 4 4a « 6 7 8 9 te

1 '117 Л It- 1 1 in/ commission of offence

In, puhli.-, i.r.

1 118 119

OUI llCf, ÁÍC.

Total .... .. ..

rt.A^S l.— (>jr<neaay

i

ihi.4t fht' Fft,f?t public ínin-juilliftj,

{ti til, tllltl JttStH.-?.

•i

я

lui to lllli, 158 .. Ofïf-nccs relut i n R to Лпну and

Navy,

i »il» un s rclutinp to coin,ï:ll t<i2ft),467,niKl

471.

П-'tl S.

28-32

2-48

39

л

2 1 33

4

1 22 3

4
•_>Г> -.ЧГ,

1

836 Uilii-r uílVmví ntruinsl public

ju»tlcc.

Rioting or unlawful assembly...

6i> 1 6 S4-' 4

U

1 4 7

6

7

Ш to 1.-.Я, 137, 158

140,170,171 IVrsoimtillg public KtTVUllt ОГ

318-96

2-04

367

4

3 30 274

2

4 16«

3

53 7;

1

Bulditr.

Total 402-60 4Ü1 11 43 365 to 6 22.5 60 i g2

CLASS П.—Serioui r>J?V/i<vj nyoinsl the j>i.rtun.

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

/1'V thills

¡.302,303,396 <

i byiKúVm' ;:;;
,- .

' "

2«'-5

1-

2:1-92

64-76

17-

4-76

1 1

29 "4 "б

1

3 ÎÎ) V.

307

304.308

Alteinpts at mu7'<ler

Culjinbk- homicide

31

2

2Я

8.1

27

12

3

4

2

1.-.
16

8

SO

4K

2«

t)

1 4

2

í

T.

12

1

877 T'nntitnnil ofFfiicrs

"j

1

17

18

19

317,318

80S, :-'.06, 303

329 031 333....

Ill, lit ,.f birtll.

1 3 3

14Attempt at, and abetment of 24-28 27 1 26 г

fif extorting proi<-i-ty or ain-

fe--i<>n or deten ing public

nmint.
1

30

21

32.1, 326, 3J4Í

828

Grievous hurt 76-12 72

2

2 2 70

2

3 U 10 1
Adiniiiisterinir^tuiiefyingdnigs

to сапы; hurt.

2

i

'
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ЛСЕ.

\ftection and prosecution of crime and recovery of stolen property during the year 1876.

Cognizable Crime.

Persons. Property.

Vireiber urcdted

er»pp»ertd on

oth«r ргосеяя

faring tlie yiÄT.

RcleamxlwithoutbeingbroughtbeforeaMagistrate.

1

Acquitted or

discharged

ftftí-r appear-

ance b(!fure a

Mngiwtrate.

FÍ71ftllyCunvÍCt
Otherwise(lisjosedof.t.ij.,died,transferred,Jic..|

aftercommencementoftrial.

ed (including

persons orderet

uj give security

for PKK!

conduct).

Number pending at

end of year. 1
NumberofcasesInwhichpropertywasstolen.

t»

_j
и <•

Before

being pnt

on trial.

a

'f

tn

г B

E
о

&
•9

UndertrialbeforeIdapistrate.
i

Amountofpropertyrecovered.

1
BySessionsorHighCourt. BySessionsorHighCourt. J3 Amountofpropertystolen.

ЛуorderofM.I..-I-11.il.'.
_u

1

s

ta at 2
it

i

i

1

i
a

1

1
о
¿:

ByMagistrate. ByMagistrate.

'S 3

í
ByFolio».

i N

1

•g

|

1

fc

S
OnbaU.

a

1£ 5
о

с
о ж

11 12 lía 13 U 16 16 17 a 18 6 1» 20 21 n 23 Я 26 26 27 «

» 3 К 2 S3 6 1 29

 

Í

Rs. Rs.

32

t г t

117 'i "s

в 4

41

2

71

4

О
a 43

113
1

62

1,011 100 1,1 96

6

21 1,175

«

28G 817 8Î7

S

г 2
1

••

'i
••

1,128 Г, ч 1.1160 1 1C Lusa :::;>; 1 M 1 65 ..

~" -

"»

'"l

18

2

J»

"°4

1

«4 'i

's

' 1

1

62

Ï

87

20

12

11

1

11

2

10

16

ti

1

11 .... 12 » в >

1

It

'"l

а
1

11

U

10

1

41

21

12

11

1

1

16 »

1

1 4 4 21

JO

12

1 1

1

1

>

11

"2

4

4

1 ..

lu

22 1 1 20 5 14 1 23

« 4 82

2

1 Cl

2

10 1 2Í

2

11 S 1 M1 •i
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[41] D.— POLICI

Cases.

Averagenumberreportedduringfivepreceding

years.

Reportedtohavebeencommittedduringtheyenr.
NumberofспнеяnotinquiredintounderSection117

oftheCriminalProcedureCode.

Kf])"i-t<2dtohavebarncommit!«!inpreviousyear»,

andbroughtunderinquiryduringtheyear.

Invcstipated by

Police.

Numberofсгич-яInoolnmniiвto8Inwhich

conviction\VOAobtiifned.

Numberofr.14«declnrnlbyMuglitrnt«tob»(»1»«

anilneviirtuhiivo(«ciirrreii,Luw limier which

puiiiilmlfU'.
Description of C'rüüe.

EiyorderofthoMagistrateoncomplaint, orofhbiownmotionit:whichn«>prt'vious

informationwot*(riventothePolice.

ByorderoftheNfiuristnitoafterthe

Policeho*refusedtoinquire.

I'i'iiilliiKnt«nilufhintyenr.

UocKilvt)4hjrtiauef.r.

SorialNumber.

ByPolice,nomottl.

] 3 3 ta 4 4л 5 в T 8 9 »a 10 1 Ite

г
Cl.ASSIT.— Striuusojrinffsaaainftthe ucrson.—(Coiitijiued.

327, SÜD, ;t:;e
•ITnrt for

pniirrt)

рпгрлчр f,f rxtortintr

nr ctinfi-ssi.in ur do-

•6)
8 2 1 I

leiTinv ]

107-48

4D-X>

2-1-6

US 11

3

11

6

2

1 31

43

30

S

10

17

8 47

R

S

« 1

*21

25

:*i¡:i to :n;it in IB

11Wronijfiil i'oiilini'uii-nt und re-

*tr¡únt in *<4Tet or for purport

;,;.;

Oí' l'\tnrt¡ol|.

2t;

•¿s

372, У?:! Sell ¡ну, Uttintr, or nnbuvfnlly

nbt ¡lining a minor for prosti

tution.

3-1 1' 6 3 1 1 Ï

Criminal force to public servant

or woman, or in attempt to

commit 1 1 it-ft or wrongfully

e* m tine.

Tl'ii-li or ncirlip-ent net causing

death ur grie\ oiia hurt.

•4 1

125 '¿

I

1

¿5

б

24

3

«:i5:i, :¡.>4. :;OG, a¿7

S04A ¡Ш

111-28 1 103 10

229 C-C8 18 17 :

Totul 53'-'-43 C82 22 89 072 6« ( 149 141 41 1

CLAPS in.—Strions о/г«

t»/1 «¿лил

сея against

ttfrvperty

pfrsen ami ['t-vpei-ty,

niy.

80

81

ЗОЛ, íl!í", 3Í'S

lí'»a 402

"Dncoity .

Frepirat.o

docotty.

n and assembly for

8-6S 16 1 14 8 2 7 t ••

3!4, 397, 'Jí>8 Robbery w

hurt

Íby ixnsonmis

ОГ btniH-fj--

¡ntr drn^?.

byotlieruirnris

rin (Iwcltintr-house

on the h¡t:h\viiy be-

tuceM suusttaiid

кииНье

ottuT robberíf^s

schief and cognate

•2
1 1

33

84

«4a

ПиЫкгу <

61-72

1оа-а2

87 8

8

4

11

64 27

Ж

3 в M •

4 ••'270,281.2?2,430to433,

4W to 4-lU.

S<TÍf419 ni 32 (6 1 n 67

42g 4')$

uffciicríf.

11-8 8" г 46 10 u 23
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l .—( Continued.)

Persons. Property.

Komrjer arreste*]

or appeared on

other procese

during the year.

ReleasedwithoutbeingbroughtbeforeaMagistrate. NumberwhoactuallyappearedbeforeaMagistrate. Acquitted or

discharged

after appear

anee before a

Finaîlyconvict

ed (including

persons orderet

to give security

for ко«!

conduct).

Otherwisedisposedof,t.</.,died,transferred,U.c.,

aftercommencementoftrinl.

Number pending at

end of year.
Numberofcasesinwhichpropertywasstolen.

Nnmberofcasesinwhichpropertywasrecovered.

ByorderofMagistrate.

Died,escaped,ortransferredbeforetrial.

Magistrate.

BySessionsorHighCourt. BySessionsorHighCourt.

Before

being put

on trial.

UndertrialbeforeMagistrate.

Amountofpropertystolen.

Amountofpropertyrecovered.

g

\ByMagistrate. ByMagistrate.
'S

h

S Casesdecided.

ByPolice. 1

1
tJ

Onbail.

1

6

11 12 12a U 14 16 16 17 a 18 t 19 20 21 22 28 24 26 26 27 28

1
Bs. Rs

4 1 6 2 4 3 •• 1

Ч

3

120

a.-,

Я

12

U

134

66

SI

10

8

3

124 33

"2

87

19

2 120

20

40

•• 48

28

19

18

4 4

9 7 3

* 1 11 2 9 7 2 2

1

137

1«

2« 171 1 170 88

9

1 16 4 1 129 80

18 .. 18 1 6 1

31

IG

618 81 645 6 81 60» 240 33 212 10 40 1» 1 1 159 4K5

M •• 17 1 2Í С I li 7 1 S 4 990 70 S

1 •• 1 1 1 1 49 1

гл 8

2И

48 Г)

18

H

»1

»Я

27

Л 8

£2

;: 1

'i
14 8 766 0.) 28

29

8u

M

112 а 10 2

4 38 83 17 U
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[41] D.— POUCE,

i

D'-t'-iiptinn nf Crime.

Avernirennmlxirreixjrteiltluringflvopreceding

y.iirs.

H([»irt«lt.iluivelu'rno>iniiiiu<iiin[irevuiusyears,

andlinjiiifhtiiM'loi-iii(|iiirj-durintttheyear.

Cases.

NurulK;rnfca«eeineolunuii6to8inwhich

convictionWHOobtained.

NmiilxrofенишilerlnmlbyMnn¡«truU)tobuful«!

andnevertuhu\oiK-curn-d.

nc]x>rtcdtohavebeencommitUnlduringtheyear.

5

I

Investigated bv

Го ice.

Ü

JivimlM-"fthoMninetniteoneompimm.

orofhisnwnrncitinninwhichnoprevious

ijifiiriniitiiiiiwnfiliiveittotli<-ГоПое.

о
a

V

5

3

u

3
l,n\V IHl'î'T \\hil-ll

рпнЫшЫс.
§T

§1

1^ ~? :! -

•if.
ByPoli«-,tuoniutiï.

S ;

-^

;

ï
Ittx-flMHlbytrUMKfor.

f — в
ferialNumber.

_ С 1
^: "u

¿¿

'

Д "

êl
tf

i :
W

с

1

1 ' 2 3 3.1 4 tu í 6 7 8 9 9a 10 Id

Cms III.—»•/•(,>»,

j'i'íjjni-fy, Of ayutits

offenem Oijai'ixt ¡н'глчп and

* ¡ч\ц>< rt'j ол/у.— (Continued.)

(Lurkinp hou>f trespass, or S79-16 8S9

11

71

2

S27 7 6 6» 1811 7

I

luJllM'-lin ikillfí U ¡ill ¡lltCllt

35

t6

Vi 1, 4.->5, 457 to 460

4 1!> to 402

í t<> oniitiiit аи nllYm-r. or

liHviii*.' u it ule {Hvparatbni

f.-rlmrt.

llinisi- trr-ípíiss with view to

c.iit unit :m nlTciia-nr having

TlUulf pri-pnr,lti<iU for hurt.

31-8

1-Я

^

4

sa 1

1

8

3

7

34Г> 413

uiicuiiy or habitually.

Total

'/• oft iicrs ayainst the jirrsvn.

s:;a--i!) ¡ i.ai? 1.H7

1C

lu 121 Î6 ..

1'r.AS!- IV.—J/ÏH

»j M 77 ;iií

UM 3;{-|

Hurt (simple)

3 1 art t ut viril vo or sudden

pr..v(M-(iti(.n.

1B.V2R

8-48

401

t

23 10 306

S

10 122

&

44 J

M

3s

3D

Л°Ч \'"lllllt!ll il V r.'UHilliT hurt .... lli-6 BS 2

»1

1

Г9

2S

ИМ

fi

102

13

»1

11

274:ill to Ml Wj-nnv'lal rt-i-trinut find con- 7es-6

1-

g'¿-¿ 4

tilH-lll.'llt.

40

41

;¡;'.e, :I:;T Ha^'i ii'-t. cunning hurt or 2 Í 1 1

L-Il'lnn^L-l-illL' llf'-.

6'83 17 г 1 1 2

Total

97- o/íV'íicrí oyaíntt property*

06^-79 1,329 M :>o «95 119 4

S3

2:13 sai ;-

Cr.ASS V.—lila

42 Lurking hf)ii<4.--trebpass or

hou^-liroakiiiii.

Tl,,.ft ("f rattle

71-36 S 1 60 4 17 13 í

246-8

:>,! 20-1 2

;i()7-7(!

170-06

(¡G4-2

*2

!)•«

344 17 806

2,«83

205

258

40-->

1

2S

88

705

И

24

1.Í6

115

1^37

79

18

43 Thalt "¡опШшгу

Criminal breach of trust

Кссотпр stolen prop*-rty ....

Criniinal or housu-trc-spuM ..

lîreakiiii-' ch'Ptil réceptacle ..

MifK-liH-t by killuig or maiming

animals, ¿;c.

15

128

11

23

28

34

Sil

66

8

47

79

И44 40f> to 44íí

411,414.

447, 448

461,462

4,20.-,

¡ISO

252

8ÓÜ

3.J4

'i:;

4.-,

•il]

47

23 'i 130

1

i •• 1

,41 'i 1 "l "»

Total .... 4,090-10 j 6,189
1Ü7 4,140 493 Sî 1.224 1.601 ].".' 1400

 

• One person transferred to

t Ore ditto

t One died before trial

5 One transferred to № «

1! One escaped before mat-

5 Two persoua trauifentd



STATISTICAL KKTUKNS. Ixiii

I.—(Continued.)

Persons. Property.

Kamber arrest«!

or appeared on

other procese

«taring the year.

ReleaKdwithoutbeingbroughtbeforeaMagistrate. NumberwhoactuallyappearedbeforeaMagistrate. Acquitted or

dii-clmrped

after appear

ance before a

Magisi rate.

Finally con- i

ricted (includ

ing persons i

rdered to pive

security for

ffooci conduct.)

Otherwisedisposedof,e.g.,died,transferred,fcc.,

aftercommencementoftrial.

Number

pending at

end of year. Numberofcasesinwhichpropertywasstolen.

Died,escaped,ortransferredbeforetrial. Before

heilig put

on trial.

UndertrialbeforeMagistrate.

CommittedtoSessions.

I

1

1

BySessionsorHighCourt. BySessionsorHighCourt.
AmountofpropertyBtolen.

iВ/orderofMoglrtrate.

IncustodyofPolice.

a

1ByMagistrate. ByMagistrate.

'

•s

1

i
3

Onboll.
»

С

.

1
и

11 12 12o 13 14 16 16 17 а 18 6 19 20 21 222 ) 24 26 26 27 se

ITS 14 193 2 N Ш 67 92

9

•• 1 .

1 .

628 89

Be. Re.

5,102 604«

4

1

28

29

23

29

13

9 10 8 •• 1 1 .. ••

25

16

3*6 6» 471 2 65 404 168 20 177 27

—

• • 13 3 661 96 86,463 6,477 887

216 114

t

332

8

4 328

8

96 227

8

6 . 263

6

Î4

417

se N

•"

1 49

609t

15

284

«Я

223 "l 'i
1 42

Ш »38 S» 18 . 600

1

1

1 1

8

1

2

2

4 1 1 S

ce SW 933 Я.1 898 875 494 2 1 1 24 . 806

43

212

s 62 4« 27 19 7 6 CS9 Ю 63

so 249 1

it.

234

1,812

166

476^

664

85

681

93

"2

"б

141

1,068

1

1

68 '.

r

. 230

. 1,730

1 72

. 262

168

830

27

231

8,024

61.01Í

9,885

17,98f

6,681

21,481

6,22(

253

' 71

417

440

77

14

*88

1,9*11

1«!

476

««0

it ла "l

1,750

80

ш 828

883

1 11 . 13.ÍIOÍ 2Л8

44»244 16 .

9 < 12 12 9 •• 2 8

!,«; 842 3,889 1 U 8,888 1,270 1 2,007 Í S •• •- 99
21

1,251 87,39! 47,90. 2,851

No. 45 of this statement.

Ko. 16 of Statement A, Part II.

of thii statement,

fee Ht*. » uid 13 of this statement.



Ixiv ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

[-11] D.—POLICE.

Cases.

1

Reportedtohave1юепcommittedduringtheyear.
ХшпЫтofcnsesnotiii']nirt-dInUiunderïioctlon117

oftheCriminalVroeednruCo<le.

ReportedtoЬатеЫ*ncommittalinprtiviotmyears,

andbnniL'httiinhTintiuii-ydurinfitlieyear.

Investigated by

Police.

Numberofcase»incolumniвto8Inwhich

convictionwiwobtnincd.

MtnihcrofeneesdeclaredhyMatfifltratotot«fulwi

ftndnevertohaveoccurred.

liyorderoftheMagistrateoni:umphunt, ОГofllisownmotionil!Which110prCTiollrt
l)yorderofthuMiiKÍ"trutea/turtho

Policeliasrefusedit)inquire.
t.JlVV UM !i Г UÏlirfl

be

•5

informationivasDriventothe1'oliee.

l'iinlineat«in!ofliutvrnr.

1

1

ПуPulIce,momotû. i
~

•J.

3

5

s

1 2 3 Ял

!й

4 4л fi 6 7 8 9 За 10 Ite

I

4ft

40

an, -loo, 401 —
( II. lí»n-_'inir t" lînn •'> of thii-n*.

í tÍ4i4iU4,rubUTs,aiuUhl< \-v->.

Chüplrr XIX., С.

1'. С.

Vn^iuncy und h;ul L'liiinicter . . ir.o-ae Ш 14

1

22 150 93 1

'Í2

U

2-03 1 1 1

?\ri-¡- LAWK Ь

lo vi"

3 1

5

2

124

л:;

M

fi.1

£. tí

(Mííniiíubh'ofíVn* I

* n > nii'l'T t h o-«'

Acts sp<_ciii"«l. |

176 8 1C*

••

j
2 2 2

S8807

2K1'! '-'У1 to IK» I.

Sivnnn ¡M of

'\ A. -t V. of IKtil,

und anr other

Mimlelpnl or

L local law*.

'. Puhlk1 and Mi-aï nuisances.. 307-52 4C3 7 891 28 " 8 4 ••

1

i

:,7.ve:i fV't 80 585 186

—

610 21 11

Other opecinl nntl

Ini.-al luwa cog-

ni/.:iblo by Police1.

1S-44 U

'i i

8

42

1

"2

8

88 6 'i

i

67-iiO

•ti
101

'i T'oppj cultivation 1

1 1

Tot.il ....

Grand Totiil

76-64 117 4 1

447

51 3 46 6

2,497

1 i

7.97ÍI-63 10,900 578 7,755 9Я2 64 2,608 Ml t

 



STATISTICAL RETURNS. Ixv

L—(Continued.)

Persons. Property.

fmnber v-

Mtcdorap-

jeered m

tbr ртооеш

draine *h*

Л»г.

ReleasedwithoutbeingbroughtbeforeлMagistrate.
mberwhoactuallyappearedbeforeaMagistrate.

Acquitted or

discharged

after appear

ance before a

Magistrate.

Finally con

Ticted (includ

ing persons

ordered to Five

security for

good conduct).

hcrwisedisposedof,e.g..died,transferred,be.,

ftcrcommencementoftrial.

Number pending

at fnd of year.

g

1

!

Din!.fwii|«4l,ortransferredMuretrial.
Before

being put

oo trial

I

a

SessionsorHighCourt. SessionsorHighCourt,

UndertrialbeforeMagistrate.

1

1
I

UforderofUagUtmt«.

IncustodyofPolice.

CommittedtoSessions.

i f

S

t

Magistrate. Magistrate.

.S

i

•5
'S

•s
?

1 i
!

A

.-;

1

m

'3
л

Я В Я n Я
ou a

О 1

u 12 12a 13 U 15 16 17 a 18 Ь 19 20 21 22 M 24 25 26 27 28

Rs. R«.

•

Ma

Ш

1

'»

n« ¡26 105 106 *•" 16 •• 161

1

МО

•• 1 1 1

7

2*0

1 4

189

2

7

4

" 39 Ш

1 f 6

648

2

418m IM 888 1 «87 «9

«7 M7 1,0« 1 1,066 184 853 in

 

711

U

M

«

«9

1»

130 'i
19

129

4

25

•• 1.1

104

8

27

1

1

1
1 "l

1 1

2

1

•
2 2

ю в 1И 1 Ш 80 121 87

6,154

.

«.M» UM 8.207 15895 7,839 2,598 61 4,824 «2 14 1 260 17 2,846 1.Я48 1,23,011 63,382
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Ixviii ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

[42J
D.-Po

2. Comparative Statement oj

Total nmnber of1

cases investi

gated during the

rear. Columns

" 6, 7, and 8 of

Statement A.

PpremtM* *í

CÄ&OS Ul »hicîi

Soria!Number.

Law under which pmiUhuhh'. Description of Crime.

cï-jcvirti.-«

was fbta:D**i tn

cases deodfli

187«. 187«. 1S7S. :-ч

1

1

2 В 4 Ь в 7

Hfl Abrfnir-nt of nfTon^e not cnmmitted. Sir

117 1

9

1

CLASS T. —CifTmmt agninst the Xtat?, ptiblir tmnqviflify, mffty, andjustift.

Total. 1 I

i

^

t

в

Ml to '2."ia, 2IKI to 2iW, 4117 and 471.. OflVnro- n-liitint? to coin, stamps, and Govern

ment IKltl'H.

37 14 ....

7

224 t<i-->2«

Ш to 1ЛЛ, I'M, UK

140 170 171

utln-r uil'inn 's [i(_Miiist public justice

Ki.'tut',' fir u n l.i u j ul Hhwi-u,t«l\-

51

803

«7

829

Totel 385 420 52-72 ii«

f>JTfHffs (iffiiinst tfif pfrxon.

»

10

11

12

18

14

1Л

i«

17

18

19

Ч r

M™'"jA« i:::::::::::::::::::::::::
>302, 303, 396 •

1

1

3:1

7

21

62

24

9

82

2

'i

J 1

307

1 poison

83

2

81

U

Atli-nipts at niiu-'lcr

::::804,308 Culp:lhle lionilc'iilc'

HalK-

'All

317 31 H K\¡hisim'ot' i ni ;i n t s or conc( nimmt of birth..

28

И

Hrifi HOfï 80»

Cru MUÍS (nut for Du- pu r роев of extorting

26

»о 32Л 326 335

|1Ги|К rtV or CnTlt\bhiuIl.

90

1

78

t

í

21

22

Admin is 1 1 'Vinii shiiwfyitip drups to cnnse hurt

Hurt f«,r ptnpuau uf extortbig prupcrty or327,830, ¡Ш.

324

l'ii]lfi"-i''ll.

a .... ¡

ÎS 160 189

Sí

....
2l

26 \\ roiii,'!ul rontiiieiiu'iit nntl restraint in secret

»т t'i.r pu rimúes nf extortion.

Scl'iii:-'. li-uin^', or iinbiwfully obtaining a

woiiinn for prostitution.

45

20 а

2« 872, 373

27

2« Criminal forre to public servant or women, or

iu attempt to commit theft or wrongfully

ci и i fi i le.

Rush or ni^ligcnt act causing death or

^rrifTous hurt.

10в 113

19

i
** i

29 304A 338 10

!

Total 619 «39 3S-73 ' S<rï5

10

81

CLASS III.—Srrious offstiffs against

Я9.1, 397, 393

f»>r.«)íi atitl proptrty. or against propfrty only.

DIICI -Ну la 17 .... .... i

M
НоЫмтт with 1 b-v, I"liwm"u» or etii|)efjrmg

hurt.' j <lnn;s'

.

Íin dwr!liiiLr-h"UBp
1

SI ÎÎ92, 393
on tin- highway between sunset Mid

sunrise.

1

t Serious mischief und cognât« offences

j M ischk-f (simple)

ss 84

IM

И

....

«;: .
M 270, 281, 282, 430 to 433, 435 to 440 ..

1S9

67



STATISTICAL RETURNS. kix

LICE.

Crime, with result of Police operations for the year 18715.

Number and percentage of persons arrested and brought to trial.
Amount and percentage of property

recovered.

Number oí

persons arrceted

Number of

persons

brought to trial.

Percentage of

persons convicteil

to persons ar

rested.

Percentage of

persons convicted

to persons

brought to trial.

Amount of

property stolen.

Amount.

Percentage of

property recovered

to property

Btolfcn.

1S75. 187«. 1876. 187«. 1876. 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1876.

8 » 10 11 12 18 14 15 16 17 18 1!) 20 2,

1 .... 1

IU. 1(8. He. Re.

1 1

M 35 24 S3

2 |

117

1,130

2

»2

t

94 113

1J18

6

l.oso

e 4 6

1.Í4S 1ДО 1,202 1,833 fili-45 08-38 SO'88 69-76

4

"¿7

1
" ¿4

1

«2

2

37

20

12

11

20

800

«4

T

20

II

H

I

41

21

24

27

11

в

21

т 11

228

1U B

3

10«

1

2

61
•21

t * 4

1Î4

43

41

1S4 I««

.49

H

124

£6 48

n 28

• 11 5

4

9

4

1» 171 12« 170 Ú3

t 18 Э 18

C73 Kl", «30 «09 62- 42-82 66-59 44-82 ЯОО 1.19

4» 27 43 25 1,96« 9ЭО lia 270 («**

.... 1 1 43

« Я

111

42

94

42

•

»1

£3

758 766 33 105 ....

lo-j

u 38
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D.—-Роись—

2. Comparative Statement of Cognhallt

Law un liт n l.rfï. гзьЫ.*Ыг.

Total лптлЬог of Perccntaeç oí

Columns fi. 7 and Tus .ibïaiE

•fc of 6UttcDjunt А.! сг .rb-*crii<tion of Crime.

I

1875. . ÎS7t

' '"""» '•'"-Л*'":--1-'

M

г •« : •.•oMïiimît Hn-piUm-v, ur butrnt: intuí?

ï>*> ; tr.it: n l'-r lili: t.

606 840 ....

o^( n *»., • rLftvinjin .»«Ifpniurutii'N fur hurt

86

12

24

17

Total

Cl.AS« IV.— .1/ nnr »fi irrt ay tina Oír ftrarn.

3"4 Ilnrt i n irriTu or вшЫсм provocation

901 1,2:4
•>ича : »•*;

РЯ 2 5

:B 8)lt""ll \\ г :.Ли1 n-Trtin' ami rvnunrmtnt .Oil (V.*

40

41

К S, 3^7 Ui- . .•u-t.onu-nvl.urt ornulabgrtlnglilli .. 2

34

074 C.'iujiilsory labour 4 4

Total 672

71

1, 08 26-B »*

453.451; I.u-Vin.'bon-"-trt4rn»eorhnn5<1-brc,\km(ç .. 64

43

44

no

3,2.'. 0

2C1

4:~, 411. 414..'.'.!!.'.!.'. .!.".!".""!!! i¡.<-. iv-ji.- V.:.i. pn.|*ity ".'.'.". ".'.'."".'.
244

2(4)

*»

"••

'•'•'-V,a
M,- ••.!,•! l« kiVin.- or -i.ii !:i.itn: nnimala

•1'r 450

47 4Ы, 4iil' Bri.ikuip' cU'M.41 rt.^4-i.tacle

Total

2 1

Cl. (ss \l.— lit/ifr i'ftnrrs ne! i/>,n>:. ,) ntori.

4.148 4..:66 30-49 ISM

48 311,400, 401 • Dde njîiiir to i;\n;s of thnss. docoits, robbcrf

nuil tine« i«.

Chapter XIX., С'. Р. Г Vaw-iaii.-«- нпЛ bail characters

1 .... 1

49

ÍO

61

62

289

1

172 ....

1

1 l'i'jnu'dlM' out 1НЧН iiiulrr tlieGauibling Act. . 1

81

4

17S

60

67

1 Copii/аЫе nffrnrm nmler the , H'Hlnav Laws

2

2i:0. 270. 577. 270, L>«0, 2S1 . 2S.'. îs:i. ' I'ublic anil lucal mikances

'¿b~i lo 2i*7, !ÍH9,2ÍJl to '¿'.4. r-u'tiiiii

¡14 of Act V. of 18B1. anil nny

otlier Municipal or l^cal laws .. Total....

311 419

637 771 70-53

• ••• •••• Other special and locallawe cognizable by Police

Grand Total ....

61 M 78-41 134-33

7,164 8,802 »-W -
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(Continued).

Crime, with result of Police operations for the year 187 G.—(Continued.)

УашЫт and percentage of persons arrested nnd brought to trial.
Amount and percentage of property

recovered.

Xombrr of

pc-ramft

aiTMted.

1?пшЬег oí

persone

brought to

trial.

?ercentagc of peinons
Percentage of persons

convicted to persons

brought to

trial.

Amonnt of

property stolen.
Percentage of

property recovered

to property

stolen.

Convicted t'i

persona arrested.

Amount.

1873. ' 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1876. 1871. 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1876. 1875. 1876.

S | » 10 11 12 13 14 15 1C 17 18 19 20 21

a« 1М 133 1«!

Rs.

21,119

Us.

33,653

Es.

8,565

Rs.

5,102 .... ....

к ;-

м

1« И

29

180

15.5

1

8132 12

404 471 462 404 44-04 4:«1 48-OS «0-49 24.178 35,453 8,793 6,477 15-C.8 1.1-44

1 8

«31

1 8

кг
ив

m
ы»

ИЯ

MS

1

M-.I

1

"i

to

"»
48

34

N8 »33 8U 898 КПП
«¡•16

M-22 55-28

44

Bi

«2

1*9

1,940

ICI

475

12

«0

О 46

234

589

8.024

51.018

».832

17,888

364

6,583

21,480

6,220

13,308

1,918

IM

21«

1.7S6

171

432

1,812

lu

47.1

12

644

12,74«

42,478

Í.B07

14,282

11.731

17.279

1,«97

8,9»!4; т

'mit «76

W28 S.Í88 3,812 3,388 K',-l-l Я.-.-97 6/-21 58-29 74,818 87,399 :!9,c,:is 47,905 53-06 64-81

4 4

Jlï

«

22в

1

242 226

1

Т

в

9

2Г,0Ни no lis

••

в в

ия Н8 43в «87

.-.-:>

111

7,7«

1.0Í7 8М 1,056 74-И 8МО 74-88 80-77

»2 108 151 80-18 79-60 82-40 80-18

8.297 7^84 7,8» »7-М 69-гз 60-60 62-32 09,781 1,23,011 42,491 53,382 48-58 43-39
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PruporttnnufPolioc(OfllcrraandМРП).
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Ixxxii ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

[50] E.—Military.

3. Statement showing Religion, Races, and Classes of the Native Officers ami

Men of the Army attached to the Province of Assam on the last day of the

year 1876.

Classification nc^rding to religion,
raots, &c

Average.

s Age. Height. X
a

1
3
S«

9 27-88 5'6*

19 29 5'7' -No record

653 27-28 5'8* ■

] From 21

124 35 5'7' S- inds. tol^

mds.

7G1 30 J

34 40 5'8* • 10 stone.

823 29' 5'4' -

7 27-85 5'5' 1 md. 30 s.

21 33-83 5'C 1 md. 29s.

835 2983 5'6* 1 md. 25 s.

 

35th N. I.

42nd A.L.

I.

43rd A. L. I.

44th N. I.

f Christians

Muhammadans.

Hindus

Christians

Muhammadans

Hindus

f Christians

Muhammadans .

Hindus

Christians

Muhammadans.

Hindus

- z

o o s

C aucas-

siai).

Mongolian

and Cau-

cassian.

[51]

[52]

F.—Marine. 1.—[Blank.']

F —Marine. 2.—[Blank.']

PART III.

STATISTICS OF PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION.

[53, 54, 55,] A.—Finance.

1, 2. 3.—See Chapter V.—Finance.
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[56] B.—Public Works Department.

1. Statement showing the Expenditure incurred on Imperial, Provincial, and

Local Services in the Puldic Works Department during the year 187G-77.

Original
Works. Repairs. Total. Qrand Total.

Iui-erial Services—Ordinary—

Military

Civil Buildings

Establishment

Barrack Department

Total, Imperial Services...

Provincial Services—Ordinary—

Civil Buildings

Communications

Miscellaneous Public Improve

ments.

Establishment

Tools and plant

Profit and loss

Suspense balances

Total, Provincial Services...

Local Services—

Williamson Education Fund—

Works and repairs

Establishment

Aisam Local Fund—

Works and repairs

Establishment

DUtrict Improvement Fund Reserve

Account—

Works and repairs

Miscellaneous Improvement Account—

Works and repairs

Total, Local Services...

Grand Total

Rs.

15,670

11,958

1,01,179

1,24,461

29

91,546

905

IK

20,414

1,715

41,273

1,52,683

56

lis.

36,084

13,673

12,433

Rs.

450

113

7,406

412

1.474

1,42,452

2,77,144

85

2,50.502

14,704

128

6,85,015

—35,453

5G3

7,818

93,020

905



lxxxiv ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

[57] B.—Public Works.

2. Statement showing the Income and Expenditure on reproductive tcurkt

in 1876-77.—[fiton*.]

[58] C—Railways.

[Blank, there being no Railway in the Province.]

[59] D.—Marine.

1. Statement showing the various Government Ships and Vessels employed in the

Province of Assam in the year 1876-77.

 

r jj

Totalannualearningof

thevessel.

ii CO

Numberofofflcers.

Nnmberofmen.
1Totalannualcoat.

Detail or Vessels. •£ 1
• Remarks.

I1
g«

•3

lS1

Tons. H.-P. Rs. Rs.

Steamer " Prince Albert,"

April to December, 1877.

357 170 5 65 32,380

Steamer "Koladyne" from

January to March, 1877.

295

55

90

110

5

1

42

13

7,649

5,633

tknown.

Pailrile-stcamer No. 2. A pril,

1876, to March, 1877.

Employed under the orders of lb.
Chief Commissioner 0/ iiu

Flat "Gogra," April, 1876,

to March, 1877.

304 1 22 8,661
o

SB

Yacht "Sunamukhi." April,

1876, to March, 1877.

...

...

1 15 8,046

•

[60] D—Marine.

2. Statement showing number of Officers and Men employed otherwise than in

Government Vessels in the Province of Assam in the

year 1876-77.—[Blank.]
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[65] F.—Prices of Produce and Labour at the end of the year 1876-77.

2. Labour.

Wages per diem.

DISTRICTS.

•

Curt per
day.

Camel per
day.

Donkeys
per score
per day.

Boat per day.

Skilled. Unskilled.

Sylhet

Cachar

Goalpara ...

Kami-rip ...

Darrang ...

Nowgr >ng...

Sibsagar ...

Lakhimpur

Klu'isi Hills

Garo Hills

Naga Hills

Rs. As.P. Rs. As.P. Rs. As.P.

0 8 < 0 5 (1

0 8 01 0 5 0

0 4 ( 0 .') 0 1 0 0

0 10 ( 0 4 1' 1 8 II

0 10 0 0 5 0 1 4 II

0 8 0 0 3 6 1 0 0

0 12 (1 0 4 (' 2 0 II

1 0 (• 0 5 0 2 4 0

0 14 II 0 7 (1

0 8 0 II 4 ;s 1 0 II

0 i;

Rs. As. P.

1 0 0

1 8 0

1 8 (1

II 5 "1
II 4 0

I) 8 n

II 8 (i

0 8 (i

£ (Bengali

boats.)

(Dug-out

canoes.)

0 10 0 I

[66] G.—Mines and Quarries (187(5-77).

Districts. Where situated. Mineral produced.
Number

of
mines.

Rlm.uiks.

Sylhet ..

Cachar ..

Goal para

Kaiurup..

T'arrang..

Kowgong

Sibsagar..

Lakliimpur..

G'iro Hills...'

Khasi and

Jainti4 Bills.

%allills...

Pergnnnah Jaflang, in Jaintia

North Cachar

Katta Khal

Pergunnah Karaibari

Mouzah Mataikhar

„ Chapaguri

Nil

nills near Panimur

Ditto

Dikhu and Disang

Makum,Terap,and Namdang

Garo Hills

Ditto

Khasi and Jaintia Hills...

Ditto

Rangemah

Banks of the Narabar and

Jainuna rivers.

Banks of the Jamuna river

Barail Mountain

Limestone

Coal.

Limestone.

Coal

Iron

Limestone

Limestone.

Coal.

Coal.

(Iron, gold-dust, and

petroleum.)

Coal

Coal.

Limestone.

Lime

Coal

(Iron and slate).

Coal.

Lime.

Chalk.

Slate.

1°

1

1

Hi

°Mine belongs

to a zemindar

of Goalp&ra.

12
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L«7J

H.—Manufactures(1876-77).

ClassofManufactures.

Remarks.

InCacharand

Lakhinipur.

Cachar.
|Cachar.

Sylhet,Cachar,andLakhini

pur.

Leather.

... ... ... ... ...

Pottery.

... ... ... ... ...

Silver
and gold.

... ... ... ... ...

Building. 1,088

Brassand
copper. 20 1,276

Iron. 200
2,642

Wood. 3 50 20
10,200 2

Paper.

... ... ...

Other fibres. 4,000

Wood.

... ... ... ... ...

Cotton.
2,000 12,004

Silk.
... ...

106

■•

Numberofmillsandlarge

manufactures.

Privateloomsorsmall

works0

Numberofwork-1,r,

meninlarget*Iale-fworks/Female Numberofworkmenin
smallworks,orindepen

dentartizans.

NumberofEuropeanSu
perintendentsinlarge

works.

Estimatedannualoutturn

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.

'̂ 'th^"p"ty"C'jm",l»al"m,r"0(A«m^llcyDistrict*h«voreporta!theirInabilitytofumlrtitheInformation,althoughmanyprivateloom.art.atwortIntuolrrwpootlrodl.trlot.

..U.MU>g.«cannotbopro,*rlyIlllodIn,u,uttl!mi!,(urub,hedbytheDeputy.Couilul»Hlonur»an.conjectural,».idtliorefun,u,l»l„a,llng.



I.—Trade.

■Statement showing the quantity and value of articles imported into

Assam from non-British Territories during the montlis of January,

February, and March, 1877.



XCIl ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

iiiy llif quantity and value of articles imported

February, and

Ko.

1

^ Kinirjp Darraiip:

L.«t -.f Art«:«..

Tota].

Names of import*

1^^^.

From Bhutan.

as

- l I'rom Ni» ruä

"M t-ihmi liiü«»-
1 g

L
AI :r..iU. :-v • г ' r s»:. •— i

1 ;

1 ! >

Rs.

1

Bi

1. H iv. .. ¡. :.KS •:. : П.Е1« ..Хл. 7 19 44 '>
MI

46fi

19

21S

18.WO

570

....
~ <••••••• ! .... ,

II

t. !-•;..-:.- ..t ' |

4. i" . ... .- •
tío eu 34

Г

IV.

VI. ('• ' '1 ».••if

73 .W 441 13.330 1,¿37 4<JIO

Vil.

VIII.
l'"!' :.. т . :• .t ¡r I

1. 1v - .-.;-. гт. Г"' priTil '

2. !• '*•' Ï: : .' '.,..'

3. r..-. .-.i- i.-.- ...i.) iu i

I>n- •» :.! ' • ' i't —

4. Ii •• . !• ....M ... 1

i

4 4 .... ....

3 l:.1 \ .•••-... l . r e MÙ«.

4. M"-l! ...'....". IK
1

24 7«

X.
IKi ll.i: u •• r-,:—

"l. I- ' • Mi!.

514)

i

51Ü 4,102

..

4. l-.-- .-.,- '

XI.

XII.

1 B. (i;! ii k • 1=
3 3 15

Г.Ьг :;.- p..':, •»—

1. .!•:•• .r. u M!-

2. Jl.- . l- ..•-.: .-ni.l .-ji.i.j- No ' ....

3 гя

ГМ- .In)

XTIL

XIV.

Пш!- .....| '-.nr<-
1. (••«•, I.I1-. Xn 1

2. A'.l ri,>t Viinb ll,i>. '

Gruin й'ч! ]IU!M —

1. \V

2. dr. lll-lt'l I'Ul-C

72 216

XV.

XVI.

fililí,- itll'l n^ills n

4. H:I-I.III->K< 1 ,

8. Hm, m,' .--ki-il ,. i

1 Hi'U * ut rüttln \o ' 148 148 296

XVII.

XVIII.

IVdTy

-11 :ill utllUlluS

i

5»

1,*»

La*'—

I. Г>. Г

2. M. ill

XIX.

2. Mniiulacluri il

T,i<¡H4rs дт,г

8. Stiik und otlur kinde
46 4C 652 ....

XX.

M,'ts ]t:XXI.
93 »

xxii. ÄKt;iN nnd niimufactun- of im-t;ils—

1. lira« anil copiKT MiN

2. Ii„n
С №

xxm. Oik

3. ÜtlllT nil'tul!.

XXIV.
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TKADK.

into Легат from non-British Territories during the months of January,

March, 1877.

ng Jltitricts.

Grand Total.

SjlbeU Sylhet. Cachar. Total. Sylhet. Cachar. Total.

Prom Hill

Tipperah.

Fmm

Lusliai Hills.

Quantity.

i

1

From Manlpnr.

Quantity.

é

1

Quantity. Value.

Rs. Es. Rs. R».

" 43

3

43

2

8,010

129

809

21

218

69

21,690

696

436

84* • * •

">W

80

6,130

20

18,330

130 801 921 27,630 1 7 210 8,111

40

80

93,3."0

2040

i,m 48 13 61 610 35 Su Ш 1,42 i) 14,2м

**
66

766

66

766

H

4  4 774

807

619 4,152

3 16

—•
3 288

72 216

H8 296

6 С 2,138 0 18 0 0 18 0 187 »

800

4^16

•10 662

, 630 630 723 72«

'

I 220
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I—

Statement

Goál-

рлгя.
Kàmrùn Darrang Total.

Names of impor

Х^Ышг«.

No.
Liet of Articles.

From Bhnton.

Quantity.
From 7*аря sed

ИЫипШШ.
5
3

XXV.

XXVI. PruviMons -

lis. Ei

XXVII. Salt . . . 1,665 2,128 3,793 22,758

XXVIll.

XXIX. Seed»—

2. other sct-ds—

(II) T'M—<Ч-<1 ,

XXX. Silk—

XXXI.

XXXII.

XXXIII.

•J. Miinufaotimd

2 1.000

6

1,391 2,393

б

11,966

....

....

2. Unn-lirii'd „

XXXIV. Tea—

1. Imli.in „

XXXV.

XXXVI.

\Vux „ ÍS8 «,900

2. Fin. \vn*nl bids

XXXVII.

XXXVIII.

ЛТоо1—

1 Raw . . lids

Ï. al:i]iiifiu:tnrcd (pircr-gijiuls).. its. 47 47

4. I'.lankcts

All other urtirb'S nf incrcliaiuliát—

4.37 12,385 5,373 18,216 ....

387 387 920 9M

Tutal 91,546  IM*
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TRADE.

No. 1.—(Continued.)

ing di£trict&

Grand Total.

Sylhet Bylhet. Cachar. Total. Sylhet. Cachar. Total.

From НШ From

Lushai Hills.

tr.
£

Tipperah.

I
§

*3
t>

From Manipur.

3
&

§

Ï

Quantity. Value.

Bs Be. Es. Be. lis. Bft.

3,793 22,768

M ce

2,393

71

11,969

SO 120 30 120

11

634

4 15 750 9 9 4ÍO 162 8,100

41

Ml

ММДИ

205

118

14,440

634 3 170 675

682

3,876

118

14,488619 612 30 .... 12,WO 12,050 18 1,601,478

47

18,215

let m

31 31

13 13

31

1,483

85,248 34,063 S.231 2,24,430



. •- • ч я-? J:.T.

L—

• '•;. -••?/ mine of article» exported

Ftbruary, and

Sam«o*

. . . __ • T-- Ъ=---Г- ->—n?.; Total.

,,,_ yuantity. Valоь

- -, ... V

Bi.

3 »

• Í. .- Ill iii «1

x. :

т:

XIII.

XIV.

XV.

XVI.

XVII.

XVIII.

XIX.

XX.

XXI,

xxn.

. v. :-.
X .

Х.Ч

¡i :
3. I •• *-r -Ï- '::..• t'r.-l^ .

4. K:..-. :-» -1 ..

5. _ -.: -..» 1

S. (f .r '.I'li-i"-"

'•v..~ u . - -;ы .....

1. II:!' of Cj'-lP No.

2. Skir,- i.f кЬ|ч.*р. goaUt anl bmaU „

Hr.m-

::. sii.-k umli.tl.or kiii^N

1. Ur-mnnnf M:t!lri4l.

2. M:Ullll;H:!UI4"t ...

1{11')ГН

. IK

, jr'ls,

Mct.'ilH und nmmifju'ture oí metáis—

14.01!

S3 17.1«

.
|

....

XXIIÎ.

X X I V.

XXV.

XXVI.

1. Br.i^H ulul i:'i|i|--r

Z. Iron

Я. (n)nT mi tills

>|>intn

t1. muí colours

1. (lhc<-

2. Other kinds

100

i:;::

i.» «.000

1,33(1
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TRADE.

from Assam into non-British territories during the months of January,

March, 1877.

«porting diiitricts.

Lakbimpor. Sylhet. Sylhet. Cachar. Total. Syllict. Cachar. Total. Grand Total.

Into Na£» | - .
unil " Into Hill Into Lnsbai

Ilills.
Quantity. Value. luto Munipur.

Quan

tity.
Value.

Quan

tity.
Vaine.

Mbhmi Hills.; 1"iPI""b.

Us. Be. Its. Во. Be.

40 2,000 •- •• .... 24 24 480 11 11 770 78

8S

111

1,0»

3,:мо

176

" 1

88 88 17(i

во

••
••

8,1»

• • •• •• 21 21 2,015

76

21 2,015

1.87« iJo
1

2,37:,

ПО

1

2,575

110

2,:i:¡8 2.3S8

8

76

82Í
•• ••  

11,505

••

••

Пи

"

-

:
•• 230 Í2ÓO ' 293 2,930

563

10

{63 s.-. 863

10

35

400

'il

•• 4 7 1 1

in

г

10 400

в 10

n •• •• .... i'.! 62 3.«!>Л

S^ffií

H.fiilS

17,184

2

К 660

3

I
S

Л

IT

1,170

740

•• .... 30

I»

M 1.0:10 .... 11

1

102

11
1

289

24

4,090

173

200

102

7,589

2» 80S 2.МИ7

4.ИЭО

"» •¿¿о
J7 124

102

27 з-.ч
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[69] I.—Team,

No. List of Articles.
Goalpara. K .mini p. Darrang. Total.

*-<

Into Bhutan. Quantity. Tate'

XXVII. ■ *

Ba.

B

XXVII I. .Sal tjx!tre—

XXIX. Seeds—
1. Oil-seeds—

....

2. Other seeds—

(6.) Tea-seed

XXX. Silk-
( c.) Other seeds

XXXI.
88 115,943 MM

"'221
....1

| 215 w»
XXXII.

*«'

XXXIII. Sugar—

3 i ""it

XXXIV. Tea-

XXXV.

XXXVI. Wood—

XXXVII. Wool—
1. Raw ....

2. Manufactured (piece-goods) .... /

XXXVIII. All other articles of merchandise—
3. Shawls »

....

....

Total

  

#&\
1

[69a] K.—Coo

(Blank, tJiere being no

[696] K.—Ptf»

( There is no separate Currency Cirdt y*
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No." 2.—( Continued.,)

sporting dixtricU.

Grand Total.

^»khimrnr. Svlh«t.

l

Sjlhct Cachar. Total.
•.Sylhet.

Cachar. Total.

b"0 Na*> IntoHffl

• br.miHflb. Tipperah.

lutoLuahai

HUla.
Quantity. Value. Into Manipur.

Quan

tity.
Value.

Quan

tity.
Value.

RÏ.

Ï.4«

Rs.

MS

Ka.

870

Rs.

1,833

Rs. Re.

4M гз .... 370 МП .'...'•"í

"

4дп
t» ITC .... 1 1 «

21 21

" ¿в

1,S5,008

180

21,120•• 4,000 20,000 4,000 20,000 4,224

•• u» 600 95(

1 U

"

9 4S .... 16 U 418

....

21 461

•• soo 696 .... ¿85 .... 8M

tfW 6,260

1.18S

15

....
1,185

81

.... 1,186

6,291

'

23,53« 3,107 ....  17,360 .... .... 29,780 .... 2,72,206

AGE. 1.

J/iní in this Province.)

CfRBENCY. 2.

Aitam, hence the Return is blank.)



ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

1OPINKimnIONH

WHICHAKKUI1U

Hbl.lKF.

•luioujy
~

uoop-ono
- —

170]L.—CHARITABLEINSTITUTIONS.

StatementshowingthenumberofCharitableInstitutionsinoperationintl/cProvinceofAssamduringth<>year1870.

•jonp «î

1

I

1

11
*î ^ о

A

*. ti.

•=3 a сг.3 S3 S fc«3 я я ^д яft

¥ с

с

1

/ ' - .

Ж » О »ОО WO 00 ООСЧ О «МО a

с*
•7. r ¿ "

•< *-*

л ч? огго 5° * ез»-ч« оо -^оо«

tí 0 « 0 ,-(0
e«

а
г-
Ж

II

"ч : \ *"'*.::::: ^
M

Î

3
tí •

1

IXCOMK.

А О
СцМ« ООО ri 0 П

•-" О «SO ООО «D О О

»-

г
î1

й- | 1 а- I s a si" ч 5
W

i
!f;t-á (W з

•5

t
t-

f4 э X ^ tí ^ 1

I
J

bis

ri 0. 0 .... . оо о о оо о

;
t

и

1 É ï l

h

г£ о по о ч*« о ío о* Ф о** о о e *> о

Z Г» « т« с 5 — С4. to й . . 3 S ob» о
Рч i-« -^i щ ot o: rj i- -«go r> ч* <« ¿3 v

œ • S r-ëiS >з î-- ^-* S ю S3 и

I

1

•JIMÍ ац; m |»рш

Cl-' 1-4 F-I ,4 f~4 C4

с*

?' íí 5 î5 3 C-1 t- CI О î". "Л чС H) Oh- W
о

joop-ui jo aoqiunu мид.)ду
^ : •*• « f^. * ¿s« AP ¿*«' •* » •««» »

tri

«M СО ^ иэ «О Г- OC A О î—' S4 M -^t «OtD t-- 1 r-

r-l ^ч >-< r^ ^н PM i-H .n< 1 ^

GOVKRSMliXTIXSTITL'TIOÎ

S I=g¿sJj»||:3t«b:: ^

S : : : : : : : : s î::::: ^

5 11 | |ff |t 1 Ifl « 1 l| |

¡MI U¿ 11 ^ |¿§ ^ 1 §¿ I

„ u g ¿шд|сй



STATISTICAL RETURNS. 01

InRvlhet,Cachar.Kamn'lp,Darrang,

Lakhinipur,andKhasiHlllg.

InLakhimpur.

InSvlhpt.Kimrup,Nowgnng,Sibsagar,

KhusiHills,audOaroHills.

InSyHiofc,Cachar,Goálpiira,Kámrúp, Darrang,Nowgong,tóibság:tr,and

KlmsiHills.

InSylhet,l'nchíir,Goálf)ára,Kámrúp, Darriing,Lakhimpur,audKhásiЫШа.

I

InKámrúp.

InLakhiinpur.

InGoáljiáraandLakhimpur.

InLakhimpur.

InSylhet,Darrang,andKháeiHffli.

^ 'i
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[76] C.—Education.

1 .—Jieturn of Scientific and Literary Societies for the official year lightning

1st April, 1876, ending 3\st March, 1877.

 
—

Income
Members or

visitors.

J

Objects.
FnnnGovernim

Subscriptions.
a When

established.3 s
G
B Total.

1

|
i

a

s

o

W

J

a
c Total. 2

Rs. Rs. A P. Rs. A. P.

a*
P

T'""1""' -

To do pxnl to the
country.

MM 2 0 804 2 0 18 18 Not lfith February.
1S72.

Mayo Society .... Diffusion of pri
mary instruction
in memory of the
late Lord Kayo.

72 72 0 0 14 14 Not March. 1872.

Hnllong Debating Improvement, phy
sical, moral, intel
lectual, und social.

369 5 0 (i 365 0 0 20 20 Not October, 1876.

[77] C. 2.—Statistics of Instruction,— The Press, 1876-77.

IMjstrict.

Sylhet

Goalpara .

KAinn'ip .

Kha*i Hills .

Name of Press.

Srihatta Prokash

Hitabidhayini Press

Chidananda Press

American Mission Pross

Name of Proprietor.

[ [ Dharniaprakash Presi

Assam Secretariat Press

Bfihn Grish Chandra Dev.
Balm Lnkliinath Sarma,
Ilabu Sharut Kumar Das,
Balm Krishnn Govind Das,
Babu Joy Cliunder Das

Hitabidhayini Society

Chidananda Chondri

Rev. A. K. Gnrncy

Anuhati Gossain

Her Majesty's Government

Publications tiikueat.

Newspapers. 1 Periodicals.

Srihatta Prokash (Bi
monthly").

Godlpdra Jfitasadhini
( Weekly

Arunodoi {Monthly). .

Assam Bclasini
(Monthly)
Assam Dipak.

Assam QiuetU ( Weekly)]

Chantlradai
(monthly).
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PART I.

GENERAL SUMMARY.

♦

The year was on the whole a favourable one to the

agriculturist. In some districts, owing
Seasons and harvests. 0 . , • /> 11 ,1 ■ »■ •

to an unseasonable rainfall, the salt rice

crop partially failed, but this partial failure was counterbalanced

by the abundant yield of the aas rice crop. On the whole,

however, both these crops gave a fair outturn, and the yield

of the other crops was not below the average. The rainfall

daring the year was somewhat unequally distributed: in the

Brahmaputra Valley it was below, while in the Surma Valley

and in the hill districts it was above, the average.

2. The general condition of the people throughout the

year appears to have been as prosperous
Condition of the people. 1 mi 1 • 1 • f» 1

as usual. Ihe high prices of food-grains

which generally prevailed were a result of extraneous circum

stances; they were by no means an indication of local scarcity

or distress.

3. The public health throughout the year was generally

Health at the ie. ^a*r' ch°lera in an epidemic form

' 1 visited the districts of Sylhet, Kamrup,

Nowgong, and Darrang. In the latter district there was an

especially severe outbreak of this disease, carrying off 2,204

persons. There were the usual number of deaths from

malarious fevers. Small-pox prevailed in some districts. The

vital statistics, being untrustworthy, throw no light on the

general health of the people.
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4. No general administrative change of any importance

, ... , , , took place during the year. The crea-
Changei in Administration. . ln _ °- -_ ^ ~ if

tion of the post ot lnspector-breneral ot

Police and Prisons, and Commissioner of Abkari Revenue and

Superintendent of Stamps, was, through inadvertence, not

alluded to in last year's report, and may therefore be men

tioned here, although the appointment was constituted before

the close of 1876-77.

Under the head of " Political changes," the principal

occurrence to be noted is the suspension, temporarily, for the

period of a year, of the provisions of the Inner Line Regulation

in regard to that portion of the Darrang Inner Line which faces

the Towang country. This was done at the request of the

Bhutia chiefs on the other side of the border, who complained

that the restrictions of the Regulation were a serious impedi

ment to their intercourse and trade with the people of the

plains.

Neither of the two remaining sub-divisions in Sylhet was

opened during the year, but a site for the head-quarters of the

Latu sub-division was fixed upon at Karimganj, and orders to

commence building operations were issued. The selection of

the site for the head-quarters of the Habiganj sub-division was

unavoidably postponed. Both of these sub-divisions have since

been opened.

The long-standing dispute concerning the boundary be

tween the district of Goalpara and the Garo Hills, in which the

zemindars had filed suits against Government in the Civil Court

claiming large sums as compensation, -was at last set at rest by

a compromise and mutual agreement, according to which the

newly-defined boundary is maintained, and the disputed lands,

though recognized as the property of the zemindars, are left

principally under Government management.

Among other proceedings for the revision of boundaries

may be mentioned the completion of the demarcation of the

boundary between the Garo Hills and Mymensingh, the notifi

cation of the boundary between the Garo Hills and the Khasi

Hills, the revision of the boundary between the districts of

Rangpur and Goalpara, and the re-arrangement of the thannah

divisions in Goalpara.

5. The chief event of the year in connection with the

Relations with tributary states State of Manipur was the despatch to

aaarrontierafein, Tipaimukh by the M anipur Durbar of a
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deputation authorized by the Maharajah to enter into negotia

tions with the Lushais, with a view to induce them to refrain

from attacking certain Naga villages situated in Manipur

territory. The deputation, however, was of a most informal

character, and the negotiations came to nothing.

The question concerning the disputed boundary between

Manipur and British territory, which had been pending for several

years, was settled satisfactorily during the year under report.

The behaviour of the Manipuri détenus kept under

surveillance at Sylhet was good throughout the year.

With the exception of the Angámi Nagas, our relations

with the various tribes on this frontier were peaceable, and, on

the whole, afforded no ground for disquiet. The hillmen

attended during the year the several large annual fairs which

are held mainly with a view to cultivate friendly relations with

them, and their behaviour while in the plains was, with the

exception of the Kapas Chor Akas and some thieving Nagas,

good.

Though the Abors made no overtly hostile demonstrations

during the year, their manner was, as formerly, insolent and

overbearing, and they have boldly asserted claims, which are

altogether inadmissible, to land lying in the plains.

In last year's report it was stated that a punitive expedition

was to be despatched during the cold weather of 1877-78, to

inflict punishment on the Angámi Naga village of Mozema

for a raid committed on the British Naga village of Gumaigdju

in North Cachar. The expedition accordingly left Samaguting

on the 6th December, 1877, and on the 8th idem Mozema was

carried by assault. The Mozema men, on being driven out of

their village, dispersed through the neighbouring hills and

jungles, and some desultory fighting ensued; but finally they

made overtures for peace, and terms, on the whole satisfactory,

were imposed upon them. The objects of the expedition were,

to a great extent, attained.

6. Parties of the Topographical, Trigonometrical, and

Revenue Surveys were employed in the
Surveys. j • 1 rrii

Province during the year. Ihe mam

work of the Topographical Survey party lay in the Miri Hüls,

on the north bank of the Brahmaputra, and in the Mishmi Hills

at the head of the Brahmaputra Valley. In the Miri Hills,

operations were carried on in conjunction with the Trigonome

trical Survey party, one of the chief objects of the exploration
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being to ascertain the true course and origin of the Subansiri

river, and the possibility of its connection with the Sanpo river

in Thibet. The united party, under Lieutenants Harman and

Woodthorpe, penetrated to the second range of hills, no obstacle

on the part of the inhabitants being met with. The principal

difhculty was in obtaining supplies and carriage, the population

being very scanty and miserably poor, barely able apparently

to support themselves. As, however, the orders of Govern

ment prohibited the further advance of the party, the question

as to the upper course of the river could not be satisfactorily

settled; but observations were made which will materially help

in the elucidation of the problem. In the Mishmi Hills and

the country at their base, valuable explorations were made by

Lieutenant Woodthorpe and his party, which, should further

investigations be made in this direction of a route to Western

China or Upper Burmah, will be found of much importance.

The Trigonometrical Survey, besides their work in the

Miri Hills, completed the remainder of their series of triangu-

lations in the head of the Assam Valley, and the party was

then withdrawn.

The Revenue Survey party continued the demarcation and

adjustment of la-kheraj and nisf-kheraj holdings in Kamrup,

on which it is still engaged. The progress of this work towards

completion is very far from satisfactory. The work is to some

extent, perhaps, unavoidably tedious, but it is hoped that

under orders recently issued a greater degree of rapidity may

be attained in the future.

During the years 1875-76 and 1876-77, a survey was

undertaken in the Dikhu Valley and the adjacent coal-fields

by a party detached from the Northern Bengal State

Railway. The object of the survey was to examine the practi

cability of connecting the Dikhu coal-fields with the Brahma

putra. The result was reported in the course of the year, and

the alternative projects recommended will be found in the

body of the report.

7. During the year under review progress was made

settlements *u tne re-settlement of ilam estates in

Sylhet, the re-settlement of other' petty

scattered estates in that district, the re-settlement of the Jaintia

pergunnahs, the settlement of waste lands in Cachar, the

re- settlement of the Eastern Duars in Goalpara, petty re

settlements in that district, and the ordinary annual settlements

in Assam Proper.
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The cost «and rate of progress, both of theilam settlements

and of the settlement of the other petty estates in Sylhet,

during the year were not altogether satisfactory. Good progress

was, however, made during the year in the re-settlement of the

«Jaintia pergnnnahs,—the measurement of the remaining per-

gunnahs having been completed, and the re-settlement of the

tenures in six pergunnahs having been nearly completed

before the close ofthe year. The work of re-settlement at first

progressed but slowly, owing to the opposition of the ryots ;

but, on the Settlement Officer adopting coercive measures, the

obstruction collapsed. The rates of assessment already

approved for the above-noted six pergunnahs will be applied

to the remaining eleven pergunnahs. The re-settlement of these

remaining pergunnahs will, it is hoped, be speedily completed.

The settlement work in Cachar consisted of the settle

ment of waste lands under the Mirasdari Rules obtaining in the

district, and calls for no notice in particular here.

The re-settlement of the Eastern • Duars, in the Goálpára

district, has been completed. The system adopted has been

that of direct settlement with the cultivator, and this has been

approved by the Government of India in the case of three out of

five of the Duars. Whether this system should finally be adopted

in Duars Bijni.and Sidli, is still under the Supreme Govern

ment's consideration. The revision of settlement of these Duars

has resulted in a net increase of Rs. 28,490 annual revenue.

The re-settlement of the petty estates in Goálpára calls for

no notice here.

The ordinary annual settlements in Assam Proper resulted

in an increase of revenue of Rs. 72,088 over the revenue of the

previous year. This increase was due to extension of culti

vation.

8. 161 leases, covering an area of 71,646 acres, were

sold during the year under the Thirty-
WMteUnds. , T ° J • . лв 1

years Lease Rules, against 63 leases,

covering an area of 24,444 acres, sold in the preceding year.

The Chief Commissioner has every reason to believe that these

rules are well suited to the conditions of the Province, and are

favourable to the extension of the tea industry.

In addition to the above, a total area of 26,214'51 acres was

taken up during the year for the cultivation of tea under the
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ordinary cultivation leases. Of this area, no less than 20,355

acres were taken up in Cachar.

9. . The estates under the management of the Court of

Wards during the year were the same as
Wards' estates. , . D » . . „, . - , .

m the previous year, viz., the bidli estate.

Har Kumar Pal's estate, and the estate of the minor Gulam

Armani.

The particulars of these estates require no special notice

in this place.

10. The working of the police force throughout the year

was satisfactory, and the general conduct

of the men was, on the whole, good.

Much improvement was effected during the year in the condi

tion of the village police in Sylliet, and the re-organization of

the village police in Goalpara was undertaken. The river

patrol system in Sylhet worked well, as also the system of

regular police patrol along the Assam Trunk Road. Much

attention was paid during the year to the discipline and drill of

the force.

The number of cognizable offences reported during the

year was slightly in excess of the number of such cases

reported in 1876, but the number of cases accepted as true

was less than in the previous year. Such decrease, if the result

of a real decrease of crime, may be deemed satisfactory.

The result of the cases sent up by the police was much the

same as in the preceding year.

From the figures given in the body of the report,

there appears to have been a decrease of crime in the hill

districts during the year under review, as compared with the

previous year.

11. The state of the jail buildings in the Province varied

but little during the year, though a
PrisonB. -Ill ° J 1 l

considerable sum was expended upon

their repairs. A step was made, in the reduction of the

Goalpara Jail to the condition of a lock-up, towards a policy of

abolishing the smaller jails, and massing the prison population

in large central jails.

The proportion of foreigners amongst the prisoners in jail

during the year amounted to nearly 12 per cent, of the gross

prison population ; nearly 9 per cent, were imported labourers

on tea-gardens.
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The percentage of prisoners sentenced to rigorous imprison

ment was higher than in the preceding year, a decidedly

satisfactory fact.

Considering the insecure state of many of the jail

buildings, the escapes during the year may be said to have been,

very few.

There was a slight increase in the number of offences

against prison discipline, as compared with the preceding year.

!Much attention was paid during the year to the development of

the mark system, and the rules regarding classification were

carried out as far as practicable.

The net cost of each prisoner to the State during the

year was in excess of the cost in 1876. This increase was

mainly due to the large expenditure on jail buildings, and is

therefore only temporary.

There was an improvement in the health of the prisoners

during the year, both the percentage of sick on average strength

and the percentage of deaths on average strength being

lower than in the preceding year. The sanitary arrangements

of the jails continue to be satisfactory.

12. As compared with the previous year, there was

a decrease both in the number of offences
Criminal justice. .

reported and in the number of persons

convicted during the year under review. The result of the

trials before the court of session was decidedly satisfactory,

as compared with the result of such trials in 1876; but, with

the exception of the courts of district magistrates, the result of

the trials in the courts of magistrates was less favourable than

in the preceding year. There is little to note here under this

head.

13. There was an increase during the year in civil busi

ness, as compared with 1876, the number

of suits instituted being 21,282, against

19,429 in the previous year. The increase occurred entirely in

Sylhet, there having been a decrease in the number of institutions

in the Valley districts and in Cachar. This decrease is attri

butable to various causes. The number of cases disposed of

during the year was greater than in the preceding year.

The amount in litigation in the civil courts of the

Province during the year was Rs. 16,77,750, against 'Rs.

35,05,382 in 1876. The decrease is very marked ; but it

occurred altogether in the Valley districts, principally in
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Goalpara, and is due to the special series of cases instituted

during the previous year in that district. Of the suits disposed

of, eleven only exceeded Rs. 5,000 in value. There was an

increase both in cases of the small cause court class and in

.rent suits.

The ratio of civil suits to population in the Province

during the year under report was 5 per cent.

No other points call for notice here.

14. There was a marked increase in the work of the

Registration Department during the year
Registration. ° . , ' . „ , ° i •

under review, 12,342 documents having

been registered, as compared with 9,004 documents registered

in 1876-77, showing an increase in the total number ofregistra

tions of 37 per cent. The receipts during the year, and also the

expenditure, were, consequent upon the increase in the number

of documents, greater than in the preceding year. There were

only two deficit districts during the year, as compared with three

such districts in 1876-77. There was a very marked increase,

more than 54 per cent., in the number of compulsory registra

tions, as compared with the previous year. These results

must be considered as entirely satisfactory.

The number of registration offices remained the same

as in the preceding year. No extension of the rural sub-

registry system is at present contemplated.

15. One addition was made to the municipal insti

tutions of the Province during the year

Municipalities. , - ,. „ i.
under report; the station of Dibrugarii

having been declared a township under Act VI. of 1868 (B.C.)

from the commencement of the year.

There was an increase in both receipts and expenditure

on account of municipalities, as compared with the previous

year, due mainly to the increase in the number of municipalities.

No works of any importance were carried out during the year,

but the ordinary petty works undertaken by municipalities

received due attention.

16. Experimental sowings of wheat, barley, and oats were,

as in the previous year, made at the

Agriculture and Horticulture. oimi \ t t 1 r\ i • —»
blullong Model barm, and sowings were

also made at a lower elevation. The agricultural experiments at

the Shillong Farm have mostly been unsuccessful, and, finan

cially speaking, the institution is a failure.
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17. The Forest Department continued to display much

Poreete. activity during the year under report. An

area of 72'37 square miles was added to the

Government forest reserves. In addition, large areas of forest
•were inspected, demarcated, and reported on, with the view to

their being declared forest reserves. The work of demarcating

forest boundaries was pushed vigorously on, and valuation

surveys over an extensive area were carried out. An area

of 689'80 square miles was gazetted during the year as "open

forests." The measures taken to protect the forests from

jungle fires were especially successful, and this success was in

no slight measure due to the co-operation of the country people
•with the officers of the department in the work of fire protec

tion. The experimental plantations started in previous years

made much real progress during the year under review.

Finally, the financial results of the working of the forest

Department during the year were decidedly satisfactory. The

receipts amounted to Rs. 1,34,325-11-3, and the expenditure

to Rs. 1,00,286-8-8, leaving at the close of the year a surplus

of Rs. 34,039-2-7. It will be difficult for some time to come

to cut down forest expenditure in Assam. The department is

still in need of much development, but the total forest receipts

may be confidently expected to show a yearly progressing

increase.

18. It was stated in last year's report that arrange-

ments had been made for the first time

during that year to register the trade

between this Province and Frontier States. These arrange

ments remained unaltered during the year under review.

According to the returns received, the total value of the

articles imported during the year into Assnm was Rs. 7,34,246,

and the total value of the articles exported from the Province

Rs. 2,47,950. These figures, however, cannot be considered

to be trustworthy, as there are many almost insuperable

difficulties in the way of collecting trade statistics in this

Province, and the means available for their collection are

most inadequate. The trade itself is of a petty character, and

very limited.

19. The final grant for the year to the Public Works

Department amounted to Rs. 0,28.568,
Public Work«. Г . , - . , : , , '

and the total expenditure during the

year came to Rs. 8,85,670, leaving a surplus at the close of the
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year of Rs. 42.898. As will be seen from the body of the

report, the outturn of work of the department during the

year was considerable. The principal works commenced or

continued by the department during the year were the sub

stitution of permanent roofs of iron or shingle for the thatch -

roofs of the district cutcherries, the completion of the new court

houses at Dibrugarb and Shillong, the extension of the Sylhet

jail, the completion of the new workshop at Gauháti, and the

advancement of the Assam Trunk Road, the Shillong Can-

road, and the Sylhet and Cachar Road; the drainage operations

in the station of Gauháti were also begun.

20. The gross receipts of the Province during the year

under review on account of Imperial and
General Revenue. .,-, • • i c- • -IT l J tl •

1 rovmcial Services and Local and .Muni

cipal Funds amounted to Rs. 84,46,293. The net receipts for

the year amounted to Rs. 72,62,714, against Rs. 66.60,900

in the preceding year, showing a net increase during the year

under review of Rs. 6,01,814. The total expenditure during

the year amounted to Rs. 47,40,867, and there was thus at

the close of the year a net surplus of Rs. 25,'21,847, against a

surplus of Rs. 20,44,477 at the close of the previous year,

showing an improvement during the year under report of

Rs. 4,77,370. Of the 'total net increase in receipts, the major

portion (Rs. 5,83,628) occurred under the head of "Imperial

Survices;" of this important increase, however, Rs. 60,600 nre

owing to certain corrective transfer-book entries, and the

increase to^ this extent is nominal. Land revenue, Forests,

and Excise show a real net increase of Rs. 4,76,824. A consi

derable portion, however (upwards of one lakh), of the increase

under " Land revenue " is, as explained in the body of the

report, due to a change in the date on which the last instalment

of land revenue is collected in the Sylhet district, and is unreal.

The remainder of the net increase under "Imperial Services" isa

real increado, due to the administrative progress of the Province.

For farther details, the body of the report must be referred to.

21. The current demand for the year on account of ordi

nary land revenue was Rs. 31,50,446,

against Rs. 30,30,994, the current de

mand for the previous year. The increase, Rs. 1,19,452, is due

to settlements at progressive rates, to re-settlements at enhanced

rates, to assessment oí Old Assam Rule grants, and to extension

of cultivation.
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The current demand for the year on account of mis

cellaneous land revenue amounted to Rs. 2,52,863, against

Rs. 2,23,650 in the preceding year, showing an increase of

Rs. 29,213. This increase occurred mainly under the heads

of "Elephants," " Fisheries," and "House-tax."

22. The system of putting up to auction the licenses for

the retail vend of opiufti within certain

prescribed limits was introduced into all

the districts of the Province at the commencement of the year

under report with results which appear very favourable. While

there has been a general falling off in the consumption of the

drug, and in the number of shops for its retail vend, there has

been a considerable increase in the revenue derived from it,

which amounted to Rs. 12,98,051 during the year under

report, against Rs. 12,16,712 in the preceding year. If from

the above total revenue for each year the cost of conveying

opium be deducted, the net revenue for the year comes to

Rs. 12,83,940, as compared with Rs. 12,04,393 in 1876-77,

showing a net increase during the year under review of

Rs. 79,547. This rate, however, is not likely to be main

tained.

The total gross revenue from opium and its prepara

tions (madat and chandu) for the whole Province amounted

during the year under report to Rs. 13,05,413, against Rs.

12.21,871 in 1876-77, showing an increase of Rs. 83,542 in

1877-78.

23. The gross excise revenue of the year from all sources,

Exdee. excluding opium and its preparations,

which have been dealt with separately,

was Rs. 2,31,302, against Rs. 2,01,258 in the previous year,

showing a total gross increase of Rs. 30,044. There was an

increased revenue under all heads except "Rum," which shows

a slight decrease of Rs. 71 only. The bulk of the increase was

contributed by country spirits and ganja, and is attributable to

the further extension of the farming system during the year.

Deducting the charges of the department from the gross

revenue of each of the years under comparison, as shown above,

the net excise revenue for the year under report comes to

Rs. 2,22,699, against Rs. 1,88,858 in 1876-77, showing a total

net increase of Rs. 33,846 during 1877-78. This result is
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decidedly satisfactory, the more so, as under the two principal

heads the number of retail licenses granted fell off considerably

during the year.

24. The gross revenue from stamps during the year

^ under report, excluding the receipts from
Stumps. , i f • i i i_

the sale of postage, service, and telegraph

stamps, amounted to Kb. 5,48,173, against Rs. 4,87.332 in

the preceding year, or an increase of Rs. 60.841, and

Rs. 4,89,356, the average of the three previous years. Thus,

the revenue from general and court-fees stamps exhibits a

most satisfactory increase, as compared with previous years.

The receipts from general stamps alone have risen 20 per cent,

over the revenue from this source in the preceding year. This

increase in the revenue from general stamps is especially satis

factory, and may reasonably be attributed to a proportionate

increase in monetary and commercial transactions, and partly,

also, to the measures adopted to prevent evasions of the stamp

laws. Deducting the charges of the department from the total

gross revenue, the total net revenue for the year under report

comes to Ks. 5,36,828, as compared with Rs. 4,77,013 in the

preceding year, showing a net increase in the revenue of the

year of Rs. 59,815, or nearly 13 per cent.

The receipts from the sale of postage, service, and telegraph

Btamps during the year under review amounted, respectively,

to Rs. 73,619, Rs. 17,481, and Rs. 42,396. The correspond

ing figures for 1876-77 are Rs. 62,590, Rs. 16,599, and

Rs. 26,468. The increase in the sales of postage stamps is

especially satisfactory. The increased sale of service stamps is

owing to an increase in official correspondence. The increased

receipts from the sale of telegraph stamps are the natural

result of the extension of the telegraph line to Upper Assam.

25. The receipts and charges for the year under " Pro-

Keren™ and finance other than vincial Services" were, respectively, Rs.

ImfKlittl- 16,78,921 and Rs. 16,43,246, leaving a

surplus of Rs. 35,675. This surplus, being added to the balance

at the beginning of the year, makes up the amount at credit of

the Local Administration to Rs. 1,52,649.

26. The details of the several Local Funds are given in

the body of the report, and there i3
Local Funds. 1 • 1 -i i i iX.

nothing to be noted here, save that at tne

close of the year all the funds were solvent, the aggregate

balance being Rs. 1,91,309.
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27. The vital statistics given in the body of the report

are, the Chief Commissioner considers,

utterly untrustworthy and the deductions

fiom them ludicrous; so they will not be reproduced here.

28. The figures given in the body of the report show a

very considerable increase in the immi

grant population of the Province during

the year under review. At the commencement of 1877 there

were 135,807 immigrants in the Province; during the year

86,712 souls were added to the immigrant population: thus, the

total number of immigrants employed in the Province during

the year was 222,519, as compared with 190,308, the total

number employed in the previous year. The total number of

immigrants removed from the books during the year was 65,300,

and thus the total number remaining in the Province at the

end of the year was 157,219, showing an increase in the

immigrant population of the Province of 21,412 souls. The

death-rate and. desertion-rate (calculated on average strength)

during 1877 were, respectively, 5'09 and 4'48 per cent., the

corresponding figures for 187G are 5-02 and G'16 per cent.

A very large number of immigrants, as compared with

previous years, entered the Province during the year under

report, via the Dhubri and Rajmehal route.

Many questions in connection with the well-being of

immigrants came under discussion during the year under

review, of which full notice will be found in the body of the

report. On the whole, the condition of the immigrant popu

lation of the Province affords cause for congratulation. The

labourers are invariably well treated and well cared for by

their employers, and are, in the main, contented with their

lot. The point in connection with immigration which now

chiefly demands the attention of the Local Administration is

the removal of existing difficulties in the way of the transport

of labourers, and the consequent cheapening of labour to the

employer.

29. The number of dispensaries in the Province was

Medical relief increased by one during the year under

review, but the total number of patients

treated in these dispensaries was less during the year than

during the preceding year,—the decrease was, however, slight.

There was a marked decrease in the number ofmajor operations,
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and a slight decrease in the number of minor operations per

formed during the year, as compared with the previous year.

The financial results of the working of the dispensaries

during the year were not unsatisfactory; but these institutions

are not popular, nor are they so useful as similar institutions

are in other provinces.

30. There is only one Lunatic
Lunatic Asylnms. . , • , i t» • . 1 T

Asylum in the Province,—trie lezpur

Asylum.

The buildings are still merely of a temporary nature and

have undergone but little change ; but attention was paid

during the year to improving the drainage of the site. The

question of erecting permanent buildings is under considera

tion.

The expenditure in relation to the number of patients is

unavoidably very high.

31. There is little to note under this head. The

sanitation drainage of the town of Gauhati was the

only sanitary work deserving of the

name undertaken during the year.

32. Vaccination operations in this Province are still of

, , a limited nature, and the total number
Vaccination. - , ' -i

ot persons, in proportion to the popula

tion, annually protected, is but small. The vaccinators meet

with much passive obstruction, though in some districts,

notably in Kamriip, vaccination has made much progress. L'ntil

circle establishments can be properly organized throughout

Assam, small-pox will never receive any effectual check.

33. The Education Department was, the Chief Commis

sioner considers, worked with fair success

Education. i • l l

during the year under review.

There was an increase of 42 schools, and of 2,451 pupils, as

compared with the preceding year. This increase, both in the

number of schools and pupils, was mainly under the head

" Primary Instruction, " but the other stages of instruction

exhibit a progressive element. The progress made by female

education is specially satisfactory.

The normal schools did much useful work during the

year.

On the whole, the position of the department improved

much during the past year.
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gjJmhttBt^n gtpti foil 1877-78.

CHAPTER I.

PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY.

SECTION 1.—CHANGES in ADMINISTRATION.

1. (a) General.— Mention was omitted in last year's report of

of the appointment of one administrative change, of by no means an

lntpector-oenerai of Police and unimportant character, viz., the creation of the
Prison?, and Commissioner of Ab- l b x l l r» t» i • -it-.-
k*ri Revenue and superinundent post or Inspector-Ueneral ot rohce and Irnsons,

of stamps. an(j Commissioner of Abkari Revenue and

Superintendent of Stamps.

The appointment of a special officer to supervise these departments

of the Administration having been determined on by the Government of

India, Mr. T. J. Chichele-Plowden, as., was, in October, 1876, nomi

nated to the post, andjoined his appointment; but very shortly afterwards

he was appointed to officiate as Under-Secretary to the Government of

India in the Foreign Department, and Captain W. J. Williamson,

Deputy-Commissioner of the Garo Hills, was, in March, 1877, appointed

to officiate in his place. The necessity for this appointment has been

fully justified by the results in the closer supervision now practicable

over the details of the working of these departments.

2. (b) Political.—The demarcation of the Cachar Inner Line has

inner une. ^>een ^ms^iec'' an(* a revised notification, slightly

modifying the line previously laid down, has

been published.

3. During the year the.Chief Commissioner sanctioned the tem

porary suspension, for the period of one year, of

Damng inner e. ^ pjQyjgjQng 0f the Inner Line Regulation in

regard to that part of the Darrang Inner Line which faces the Towang

B
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country. Thjp suspension was duly notified in the Gazelle, and approved

by t lie Government of India. This measure was taken in compliance

with the request of the Bhutia*, who found their trading intercourse with

the plains much impeded by the Regulation, and desired that all restric

tions on the plains people crossing the frontier should be removed.

4. (c) Administrative.—It was found impracticable to open, as

, „ „ was hoped, the two remaining new sub-divisions
Sub divisions in Sylhet. • o 11 i i • 1 *? •■ i

in feylnet during the year. A site, however, tor

the Latu sub-division was finally fixed on at Karimganj, and perniissioii

given for the erection of the necessary buildings.

Further inquiry and actual experience of the locality were thought

necessary before determining on the position to be selected for thy

Habiganj head-quarters.

JJoth these sub-divisions have been opened since the close of tLe

year under report.

5. Certain rules framed by the Chief Commmissioner, with the

am™ under i«nd improve- sanction of the Governor-General in Council,

mentAct- under Section 81 of tho Land Improvement

Act of 1871, were notified under date the 16th November, 1877.

6. Revised Rules under Clause 1, Section 20, of the Court-fees

Rule, under Court-fee, Act. Act °f ^7?>^ *>Y High Court,

confirmed by the Chief Commissioner, with the

previous sanction of the Supreme Government, and were notified for

general observance under date the 5th March, 1878.

7. (d) Revision of district and internal boundaries.—The demar

cation of the boundary between the Garo Hiils

boundary™1* ""1 Mym0,iaingh and Mymensingh, which was surveyed specially

in the season of 1875-76, has been completed.

8. The boundary between the Garo Hills and the Khasi Hills was

approved of by the Government of India during
GAroand Khisi Hills boundary. , t * j » , , ,.n , 0 J A„,-ll

the vear, and was duly notified on the 3rd Apu',

1878.

9. The boundary between the districts of Rangpur and Go&lpani

has been revised, and the joint report of the
angpur un ry. offing deputed on the work is now under the

consideration of the Government of India.

10. The thannah divisions in the district of Goalpara were re-

neTWonofthannahboundarie. arranged by a notification in the Gazette dated

Id Goalpara. 12th July, 1877.

11. It was stated in para. 11 of last year's report that negotiations

were in progress for adjusting the claims of the

d.GAro mils and Goalpara boun- Goaipara zemindars, who had instituted civil suits

against Government to contest the validity of

the proceedings for the demarcation of the boundary between the district8

of Goalpara and the Garo Hills, which had been taken in 1874 nnder

Act XXII. of 1869.
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Terms of mntnal arrangement were finally agreed on between i lu >

r>eputv-Commissioner of Goálpára and the parties concerned, and the

suits have been withdrawn. The boundary as demarcated by Mr.

Beckett has now been finally accepted, certain rights of the zemindars

^vithin that boundary having been secured, and this long-standing dispute

is now at last at rest

SECTION 2.—RELATIONS WITH TRIBUTARY STATES AND

FRONTIER AFFAIRS.

TRIBUTARY STATES.—MANIPUR.
V

12. The chief event in connection with the relations between this

Administration and the dependent State of Manipur that occurred

during the year was the solicitation of the Chief Commissioner's good

offices on the part of the Maharajah in carrying out some negotiations

between the Manipur Durbar and the Lushais. Some of the Naga

tribes, known as the Kapui Nagas, residing within Manipur territory,

in the neighbourhood of the main road from Cachar to Manipur, having

suffered from repeated raids by the Lushais, and being apprehensive of

further inroads, applied to the Maharajah of Manipur for permission to

proceed to Tipaimukh and make peace with their enemies. The Maha

raja having agreed to their proposal, a deputation, consisting of a Naga

Senapati, an interpreter, and a Manipur subadar, was despatched to

Tipaimukh, and, at the instance of the Maharajah, the Political Agent at

Manipur requested that the Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar might be

allowed to render assistance to the •deputation. Colonel Keatinge, how

ever, considering the despatch of a mission so ill-defined and unauthori-

tatire both in its constitution and its objects a mistake, declined to per

mit the Deputy-Commissioner to take any part in the negotiations,

although he would not prohibit the deputation from proceeding upon its

own responsibility. Colonel Keatinge said that he could orûy take part

in the proceedings if the Maharajah would assume the place of principal,

and that the Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar could only act as a medium

in the matter if the Maharajah would plainly state on paper the terms

he proposed to make with the Lushais, and would formally engage

that, in the event of any subsequent disputes arising as to the observance

of the conditions, he would implicitly abide by the Chief Commissioner's

decision in the matter. These orders were approved of by the Govern

ment of India. The Maharajah, however, failed to give any formal

engagement. The deputation proceeded to Tipaimukh ; but the action

of the so-called delegates was characterized by duplicity, and the whole

proceedings were of quite too informal a nature to admit of any proper

understanding being come to between the Lushai chiefs and the Durbar.

The deputation was productive of no good results, and the delegates

were obliged to return to Manipnr, leaving a message for the Lushais

to the effect that, owing to the lateness of the season, a settlement was

then impracticable.
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The long-pending question concerning the boundary between

Manipur and British territory* in the direction of the Naga and North

Cachar Hills was definitely settled during the year under report, and

the arrangement entered into between the Political Agent and the

Maharajah received the confirmation of the Government of India. It is

a matter of satisfaction that this long-pending question has at last been

finally set at rest.

The Chief Commissioner having learnt that a complete system

of passports existed in Manipur, requested the Political Agent to report

as to its application to British subjects. In reply, the Political Agent

stated that passports are only given at the capital to people leaving the

State; that passports for entering Manipur are given at Lakhipur.

Every person who leaves Manipur is bound to furnish himself wilh a

passport under pain of being stopped on the road and made to retnrn.

The amount paid varies with the side of exit. The following aniount3

are levied:—

For each Paesport.
As. P.

To Lakhipur and Cachar 9 0

„ Burniah 10 6

„ Assam 9 4

No further action has been taken in the matter.

In January, 1877, the release of the Manipur detenu Kanai

Singh, who is permitted to reside under surveillance, was applied for by

one Kamal Singh, a relation. The Maharajah, however, on being referred

to, replied that he would only consent to his release provided he was

sent to Manipur. Such an arrangement being obviously equivalent to

handing over Kanai Sing to perpetual imprisonment or some worse fate,

the Chief Commissioner was clearly unable to accede to it, and accordingly

declined to recommend the release of the ddtenu.

The two Manipuri detenus Shekor Singh and Nirjit Singh

resided during the year under surveillance at Sylhet. Their behaviour

was good.

The measures taken for the prevention of Naga raids on Manipur

will be detailed in the para, treating of the affairs of the Naga Hills

district.

Frontier Tribes.

13. As in former reports, the various frontier tribes with whom we

have political relations will here be treated of in the order of their

geographical position.

Bhtjtias.

14. Our relations with the Bhutias during the year were peaceful.

The communications addressed in May, 1877, to the Deputy-Commis

sioner of Goalpara by the so-called Agent of the Deb Rajah concerning

certain tolls, &c, and the action taken thereon was noticed in para. 14

of last year's report.

In November, 1877, information was sent to the Chief Commis

sioner by the military authorities that parties of armed Bhutias,

headed by the Poonah Jongpen, who was in rebellion [against the
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Deb Rajah, had crossed the frontier near Buxa, but had been dis

armed. As, however, all diplomatic relations with Bhutan are carried on

through the Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, no further action

Tvas called for on the part of this Administration beyond forwarding the

oommunication to the proper authority.

From the beginning to the end of March, 1878, the usual bands

of Bhutia traders came down into the district of Darrang, and carried on

a steady trade with the Kacharis and the Marwari and other merchants.

THE SÁTH RAJAHS OF KAEIAPÁRA AND CHÁRDUÁR.

15. The Sáth Rajahs of Kariapara, the chiefs of the Towang

Bhutias, paid a visit to the Deputy-Commissioner of Darrang at Udalguri

on the 12th February, 1878, and had a prolonged interview with that officer,

principally on the subject of the suspension of the Inner Line Regulation.

Tbis Regulation has since been suspended, in accordance with the Rajnhs'

wishes, in the case of natives of the district of Darrang only, in regard to

that portion of the Inner Line fronting Towang.

The Rajahs further wished Colonel Sherer to pay them their

pensions at Udalguri, so аз to spare them the journey to Tezpur. This

request the Deputy-Commissioner was unable to comply with, but ho con

sented to pay the Rajahs their pensions at the Mangaldai sub-divisional

head-quarters, where, accordingly, they were paid in open Durbar on the

20th February.

No allusion was made on this occasion by the Rajahs to the

large weekly market held at Kalaigaon, to the holding of which they

urged objections in the previous year as prejudicing their trading opera

tions.

16. The Rajahs of Shergaon and Rupraigaon, commonly called the

Sáth Rajahs of Chárduár, came down as usual to their annual trading

post at Daimára, two miles due north of the boundary-line. They also

came into Tezpur to receive their annual allowances, which were paid

to them in open Durbar on the 6th February. The Rajahs reported that

all was quiet in their own country, and expressed friendly feelings to

wards the British Government. They expressed themselves anxious for

the suspension of the Inner Lino Regulation as regards the portion

fronting their territory, in order that our ryots, whom they engage on hire

to carry grain, might be able to go up to Daimára and back, without having

to take out a pass on each occasion. Colonel Sherer informed the Rajahs

that if a duly-authenticated application was made from the constituted

authorities across the border, as was done by the Sáth Rnjahs of Karia-

piira, he would forward it for the orders of the Chief Commissioner, or, on

their furnishing him with a list of the names of the porters they had

engaged for the season, he would issue a general pass for these persons.

This list was accordingly furnished by the Rajahs, and a general pass for

the men was granted to them on the 8th February.

17. The Thebengia Bhutias, whoso country lies to the east of

Towang, catne into the sudder station and received their pensions on the

12th March. They evinced, as usual, a thoroughly friendly spirit.
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BHUTIA FAIRS.

18. As in previous years, arrangements were made beforehand

for the accommodation of the Bhutias who come down to the

large annual fairs. A sum of Rs. 300 was sanctioned for purposes in

connection with the Udalguri fair, and good snhstantial buildings were

erected at that place instead of the temporary huts which, hitherto, had

been run uj) every year. These new lines are very much more commo

dious than the temporary huts, and will last, with slight repairs, for

several years. In addition to the lines at Udalgun, a building was erected

at Khagrapára for the accommodation of the Kerkaria Bhntias. On their

arrival, a small space, in the building was allotted to each Bhutia family,

which space the members of each family partitioned off to suit their

convenience.

The usual military guard of 50 men from the 44th S. L. I. was

stationed at Udalguri during the fair. There was also a police guard,

consisting of 1 sub-inspector, 1 head-constable, and 10 constables.

19. Udalquri Fair.—The first party of Bhutias arrived at Udalguri

early in January. The rest of the Bhutias came down with the Rajahs

of Kariapára in February. The Bhutias remained at Udalguri

throughout March, and returned to their hills about the beginning of

April. As in the previous year, a mouzahdar was told off to keep an

account of the import and export trade at the fair.

According to the returns received, the total value of the imports

was Rs. 1,16,189, against Rs. 44,439 in the previous year, and the total

value of the exports amounted to Rs. 50,677, as compared with Rs. 13,805

in 1877. Further details concerning the trade with Bhutan will 1хз

found in the section treating of the frontier trade, and need not be

given here.

According to the returns, 972 hillmcn attended the fair (533

men, 256 women, 97 boys, and 86 girls) as compared with an attend

ance of 590 in 1877. These statistics are not very reliable, as the same

people are in the habit of travelling backwards and forwards daily

between Amritol, in the hills, where their principal depot is formed, and

Udalguri; it is therefore extremely difficult to ascertain accurately the

real number of visitors. It may, however, be accepted, the Deputy-

Commissioner thinks, that the attendance of the hillmen at the fair was

greater than in the preceding year.

On the whole, the behaviour of the Bhutias at the fair was

good, and no disputes arose between the hillmen and British subjects.

The Deputy-Commissioner visited the fair on the l.lth Feb

ruary, and remained there till the 15th idem. While there, Colonel

Sherer received the visit from the Suth Rajahs of Kariapára, the

details concerning which have already been given. The fair was also

visited by the Brigadior-General Commanding Eastern Frontier

Districts, who took this opportunity of inspecting the detachment and

stockade.

20. Kerkaria Fair.—This fair was held at Khagrapara, near

Bengbári, in accordance with the arrangement made with the Ker

karia Rajah in 1876. The erection of an additional building for the
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accommodation of the billmen attending this fair has already been

noted. According to the returns, the total value of the import trade

transactions at the fair was Rs. 16,542, against Bs. 19,897, the total

value of such transactions in 1877. The corresponding figures for the

export trade are Rs. 16,106 and Rs. 9,669, respectively. Owing to

other engagements, the Deputy-Commissioner was unable to attend the

fair.

This fair is altogether local in its character, the business trans

acted at it being almost exclusively between the hillmen and the

inhabitants of the Mangaldai sub-division. Very few traders from

other districts attend the fair. 340 hill-people are said to have attended

the fair on this occasion, viz., 150 men, 100 women, 70 boys, and 20

girls.

21. Daimdrd Fair.—The usual guard, consisting of one head-

constable and eight constables, was stationed at pillar No. 130, to

collect the statistics of the trade carried on at Daimara, which lies two

miles beyond our border. The Bhutias commenced coming down to

Daiinara about the beginning of January, and they all returned to their

hills about the beginning of April. The returns show the total value of

the export trade at this fair to have been Bs. 5,684, against Bs. 11,833

in the preceding year, and the total value of the import trade to have

been Bs. 7,324, as compared with Rs. 3,727 in 1877.

The Charduar Rajahs raised no objections to the stationing of

the guard at the mouth of the Daimara pass. They appear to be satis

fied with the explanation previously given.

The behaviour of the Bhutias at the Daimara fair was, on the

whole, good ; no complaints were made against them.

The Akas.

22. The Western or Hazari-Khoa Akas continue to be well-

disposed towards us and peaceable. The Kapas-Chor Akas, on the

other hand, did not behave well throughout the year. The Deputy-

Commissioner had heard from time to time that these hillmen were in

the habit of intimidating our ryots living in the villages adjacent to their

hills, and of obtaining things from them at a nominal price, but as the

ryots made no complaints no action was taken in the matter. On the

14th March, however, when these Akas, accompanied by their chief

Medhi, came into Tezpur to receive their pensions, three of their party

went from the ndmghar, the rest-house where they were located, to the

Chauk Bazaar, and there robbed a petty shopkeeper of some bundles

of betel-leaf. On a hue and cry being raised, the thieves ran away

in the direction of the ndmghar, pursued by the police and the bazaar

people. They were eventually seized, whereupon one of the Akas

drew his dao on the police, but was disarmed. The following day the

three Akas were tried for the theft by the Deputy-Commissioner, and

were punished with a whipping of 12 stripes each. A large number of

Durflas were present in the station at the time, and witnessed the punish

ment, the sight of which, it is hoped, had a good effect upon them.
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Again, on the day following this occurrence, when the Deputy-Commis

sioner was on the point of paying Medhi and his party their political

pensions in open court, a villager of Balipara came forward and com-

plainod that one of Medhi's men had assaulted him, and threatened to burn

down hi.« house. On inquiry, however, it appeared to be a ease of ordi

nary quarrel, resulting in a few blows on both sides, and the Deputy-

C'ommissioner, accordingly, permitted the matter to be compromised, and

the payment of the pension? to proceed. Colonel Sherer took the

opportunity, however, to explain very clearly to Medhi that in future he

would hold him personally responsible for the conduct of his followers

while in the plains.

Medhi's two brothers still continue to remain in the plains prose

cuting their studies at the Balipara school.

THE DUFFLAS.

23. The Paschini Dufflas residing on the borders of Darrang

behaved well throughout the year. Both the hill and plains Dufflas came,

as usual, into Tc/.pur to receive their police allowances.

The Tagin Dufflas, on the borders of Lakhimpur, also received

their posa during the year. Colonel Graham reports that these

Dufflas behaved throughout the year much in their usual way—:isquab-

bling about women, but using no violence worth noticing.''

The plundering of a Marwari's shop at Lalukadolonee, just within

our border, by a party of Tagin Dumas on the 13th April, 1877,

was mentioned in last year's report. The outrage appears to have

originated from a potty trading dispute between the Dufflas and some

of the Marwari shopkeepers on the border. It had no political signifi

cance. Lieutenant Maxwell, the Sub-divisional Officer of North

Lakhimpur, after making preliminary inquiries' on the spot, proceeded

promptly with an escort of ten constables into the hills to the village

of Murang Gam, who was suspected of having had a principal hand in

the outrage. The Dufflas promised to restore the stolen property, and

delivered over two rfi>nf/nlies (copper bells highly valued by these

people, atid, with inithan, constituting their sole wealth) ae security for

the performance of their promise.

No further proceeedings in the matter have yet been reported,

Lieutenant Maxwell having been engaged during the ensuing cold

weather in accompanying the survey party up the Subansiri Valley and

having been afterwards transferred to the Naga Hills. He has now

returned to his former post, and a further report in the matter will be

required.

THE Mmis, &c.

24. The Singphos, Khamptis, and Miris were quiet and peaceable

throughout the year. The Miris rendered much assistance to Captain

Woodthorpe, u.E., while surveying their country, furnishing him with

coolies, guides, <fec., and affording him hospitality. A report has been

received about a Miri of the plains being carried off into the hills ; but

as, on the other hand, a hill woman is said to have been detained by the

plains Miris, the matter will, doubtless, be amicably adjusted.
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THE ABORS.

25. Our relations with the Abors during the year were peaceable,

and they received their posa at Sadija, as in the previous year. At the

saine time their manner throughout the year was, as formerly, insolent

and overhearing. The Uor Abors still threaten the Mishmi path to

Sailiv4, and have made settlements in the plains on the right bank of the

Dibong, when; they not onlv claim the land for their own use, Lnt refuse

to admit the right of way tii rough it hitherto always enjoyed by the

M i-lnnis. They finally proceeded to set up a claim to receive posa on

their own account, in addition to the payments already made to tho

otber Ahor clans, a demand which of course was at once refused.

Earlv in the year under report, tho Chief Commissioner represented

to the Government of India the insolent and threatening attitude of

tbese tribes, and recommended that a military demonstration should bo

made through the tract during the cold season of 1877-78. The objects

of the proposed demonstration were (1) to emphasize the right of the

British Government to the tract of country between the Brahmaputra and

the foot of the hills; (2) to put a stop within that tract to the cultivation,

by either the regular inhabitants or the Abors, of the poppy plant.

The Government of India, however, considered that neither of the above

objects was sufficiently important or pressing to justify the proposed

measure, and they accordingly refused to sanction it, chiefly on the

ground that as our troops would be employed during the same season in

a punitive expedition against the Angámi Nagas, the time was inoppor

tune for undertaking a second military demonstration in another part

of the Province.

A rather singular case of a British subject being sold as a slave to

tlii' Abors occurred in August. A Marwari, named Jew Ram, induced

a young man of some 20 or 22 years of age, named Jadu Kam Jharua,

to accompany him as his servant into tho Abor country and there sold

hiin to an Abor for Ks. 100. An inquiry was made, and a reward of

lis. 100 was offered for the apprehension of Jew Bam, who had

absconded, but, meanwhile, the Miri who had taken Jew Bam and his

dnpe across into the Abor country, fearing to get into trouble himself

for his participation in the affair, procured tho liberation of Jadu Bam

by exchanging him for a Miri girl and Bs. 50 in cash.

The bargain being accepted by all parties concerned, Jadu Ram

was restored. The culprit, Jew Bam, has not yet been arrested.

THE MISHMIS.

26. The Mishmis behaved very well throughout the year, and carried

on a regular trade with Sadiyá, many of them, residents in the distant

hill?, who had nevcr-before come down, coming down to trade. The survey

partv were readily admitted inlo the Misbmi country, and received every

assistance from the hillmen. There were some internal disturbances,

however, among these tribes. The Chúlikáta and Digaru Mishmis are

continually at feud; and duringthis year a party of tho latter were attacked

and slaughtered by the Chúlikátas at a spot not far from our border.
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None of our subjects, however, having be«n concerned, and the occurrence

having taken place beyond our jurisdiction, there seemed to l>e no call

for our interference. Some slaves of one of the most powerful of the

Uishmi chiefs are reported recently to have esca]ied and to have taken

refuse in British territory, but (luring the year no demand had been

mailt- for them. General instructions, have, however, been given to the

Deputy-Commissioner that, in case of any such demand being made, it

must be clearly explained that the restitution of such fugitives to

British territory is quite; impossible.

Sadiya Fair.

27. The Sadiya fair, or. more properly, gathering, was held

on the 14th, 15th, and 16th February. The number of Europeans

who attended the Mela was considerably in excess of the number

attending in previous years. Although rain kept back most of the

Chulikata and Digaru Mishmis until the sports were over, still the other

tribes, the Khamptis, Singphos, and Miris, attended in greater numbers

than usual. Just after the gathering had broken up. the Mishmis arrived

in considerable numbers, and amongst them came a party of the Mega

Khel, under their chief, Hindi. This clan comes from the hills lying

behind Lakhow Miji's country, and had never before come into Sadiya,

save to plunder and murder. They were specially well received, both

with a view to inducing other clans to follow their example, and in

view of the intended visit of the survey party to their country.

The usual races, games, and dancing took place, and all

present appeared well satisfied, although rain falling on the third day

•omewhat interfered with the amusements. The Abors did not present

themselves at the fair, though subsequently they came to Sadiya to receive

their posa. No accidents or disputes of any kind took place at the fair.

The Durbar for the Khampti and Singpho chiefs was held on the

fourth day, when the usual presents were exchanged, and the chiefs

were told that Government was pleased with them for their conduct

towards the survey party in the preceding year.

The Nagas.

28. Our dealings with the Angami Nagas during the year

will be found described later on in connection with the administration

of the Naga Hills district. Our relations only with the other Naga

tribes on our frontier will "be noticed here.

The Nagas bordering on the district of Nowgong gave no

trouble so far as that district is concerned. Although, owing to the

unsettled state of the Ndga Hills, a police guard was sent out for the

protection of our ryots near the foot of those hills, this guard met with

no hostile Nagas, and returned after twelve days. ■

The following is the substance of the report of the Deputy-

Commissioner, Sibsagar, on our relations with the Nagas bordering on that

district.

There were several cases of theft by Nagas in JSibsdgar during

the year. In five cases Nagas were convicted aud punished. There
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were two cases in connection with Nagas disposed of by the Deputy -

Commissioner in his political capacity. In one case, a Mussulman

<"oraplained that some of the Kamsingia Nagas had stolen his cow. The

offenders were called upon to make good the value of the cow, and they

paid a sum of Rs. 10. In the other case, a Naga of the Nowgong tribe

stole two calves. The thief, with the cattle in his possession, was disco

vered in the Tiphook tea-garden. The calves were recovered, but the

thief escaped. For this offence a fine of lis. 32 was imposed upon the

tribe and realized. In consequence of the number of cattle-thefts

committed by Nagas in the Jorhat sub-division, a police guard was

established at Debrapar with the best results.

During the cold season, the Nagas came down, as usual, in

large numbers into the Sibsagar district to trade. The Nagas living on

the east of the district bring down pan-leaves, chillies, ginger, cutchu,

yams, and cotton, which they barter for salt and iron. The Angami Nagas

visiting the Golaghat sub-division bring down ponies and cloths for

pale, and some of them travel up with their goods as far as Dibrugarli.

The other Nagas who come down to Golaghat to trade are the l'ani

Duar and Lota Nagas, who bring down cotton chiefly. The Deputy-

Commissioner reports that the trade in cotton with the Nagas has greatly

diminished during past years, the quantity brought to market having

fallen from 20,000 maunds a few years ago to about 2,000 maunds.

The falling off is attributed to bad seasons and the effects of disease

among the agricultural population. Since the removal of the military

detachment from Golaghat to Wokha, and the preliminary establishment

of a sub-divisional head-quarters at the latter place, a regular postal line

has been established between these two places.

The Deputy-Commissioner reports that the hotokies have behaved

very well during the year, and have rendered valuable service in

maintaining communications between Golaghat and Wokha.

The Nagas on the borders of Lakhimpur remained quiet during

tlie year, but a dispute is reported to have arisen between the chiefs of

the Namsang and Borduaria tribes regarding some buffaloes carried off

by the latter, which may possibly end in a conflict between these two

tiibes. The Borduarias are said to have been the aggressors, and to

have taken possession of some land which the Namsang Nagas claim.

The land in dispute is at some distance beyond the Inner Line, but the

Deputy-Commissioner, in the hope of preventing bloodshed, has sent for

the chiefs of both parties, with the view to arrange matters.

The Mikirs.

29. The Mikirs, who are a very hardworking and quiet race, gave

no trouble whatsoever during the year.

Tribes of North Cachar.

30. Nothing occurred during the year to disturb the peace of the

North Cachar Hills, though apprehensions were telt lest the Mozetna

Nagas should raid in that direction.
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Previous to the year under report, the house-tax in these hills wri^

assessed in most of the villages at the rate of Re. 1 рэг house, while in other

villages the rate of lis. 2 per house was customarily paid. Colon« -1

Keatinge, finding on inquiry that there seemed no sufficient reason

i'or this want of uniformity, and that the higher scale seemed the more rea

sonable rate of taxation under the circumstances, applied, on the reconi-

ini'mlation of the District Officer, for the sanction of the Government of

India, to raise tin- lower rate for the present to He. 1-8 per house.

This enhanced rate has accordingly been imposed, with the approval

of the Government of India, from the ensuing year.

IvrivlES, LUSHAIS, AND OTHER HILL TRIBES ON THE SOUTHERN FRONTIER

OF CACHAR AND SYLHET.

HI. Our relations with the Lushais throughout the year were

friendly. The following is a summary of the information received from

time to time regarding events in the Lushai Hills.

Early in the year, 22 families of Tantow's trihc came down

and settled in Cachar. Thev reported that, Tantow, who had been

imprisoned by Poiboi, and had been released at the instance of Lengkam,

would shortly join them. As these families were members of the Waipi

sect of Thados, they were allowed to take shelter in the Akhai Kuki

poonji within our border, where they have relations. They are still

residing at this place. In June, 1877, there was a rumour thatßeneoya

had burnt certain villages belonging to Pibuk and Baniyatangi, but it

turned out to be false.

In July, hostilities broke out between the eastern chiefs, Leng-

kam. Lulbuni, Uhuutd.cn, and Bungte, and the western chiefs, Sukpilal,

Khalgom, his son, and Lenpoonga. These hostilities originated in a

dispute about some ¡hum land. Information in the matter was sent to

the Deputy-Commissioner of the Chittagong Hill Tracts.

On the 28th July, Pibuk died, and was succeeded by her daughter,

Baniyatangi.

¡Sukpilal and the other western chiefs, shortly after the outbreak

of hostilities above referred to. sent a deputation to the Deputy-Com

missioner of Cachar, askiivg for assistance against the eastern chief's.

Their reijui-st was, of course, refused. In August following, the eastern

chiefs sent a similar deputation, consisting of Oarpong and others,

chicilv with a view lo find out what answer had been given to Sukpilal.

It was explained to them that the British Government would not assist

either side, and they were advised to make peace with the other party.

Darpong then asked that the traders who had deserted the Tipaimukh

liazaar on account of tho oppression exercised by some servants of

Lcngkain's might be induced to return. He was told that the matter

would be taken into consideration if proper explanations were tendered.

Darpong thon went awav, promising to return with Lengkain's mantri.

Towards the end of September, Lengkam attacked Khalgom,

and carried off fifteen heads, in revenge for the theft from some of his

people of some salt which they were carrying through Khalgom's

country from Sonai Bazaar.
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In October, thirty-five of Lalhai's people fled from the Lnshai

country, through .fear of l'oiboi. As these men belong to the saire sect

as Mantrinknp, whose village lies opposite to the Monierkhal guard, they

were allowed to stay with him.

In November, Sukpilal's mantris sent a petition to the Deputy-

Commissioner, asking him to mediate between the eastern and western

chiefs. They were told in reply that if both sidesjoined in the application

the request might be entertained, but not otherwise.

In January, 1878, Darpong come back with Lengkam's mantri,

and made restitution to the traders who had left Tipai Bazaar, paying

them lis. 30. He also, on the part of the eastern chiefs, asked for the

mediation of the British Government. Upon the Chief Commissioner

boinnr informed that both parties were desirous of mediation on the part

of the British Government, he directed that they should be advised to

make peace, and that a safe meeting-ground in Cachar should be offered

to them. Darpong before leaving made a claim to two guns brought

down by Tantow's people, who are settled at Akhai Punji; these guns

have been retained by the Deputy-Commissioner, pending an inquiry by

him into the justice of Darpong's claim.

The history of the Manipuri Naga deputation to the Lushais has

been given in para. 12.

Trade with the Lushais is falling off, owing to fighting among the

chiefs and the exhaustion of the rubber supply.

There are now eight shops at Bepari Bazaar, six at Lnshai Hat, and

six at Tipaimnkh.

Naga Hills District.

32. The history of the Naga Hills district during the year is,

mainly, the history of the punitive expedition undertaken with the

object of inflicting punishment on the village of Mozema for a raid

committed by a party from that village on the British Naga village of

Gumaigaju, in North Cachar, in February, 1877, and to exact reparation

for other numerous outrages committed by that village and its neighbour,

Konoma, on weaker villages both within British limits and across the

Manipur frontier.

On the 6th December, 1877. the late Political Officer, Mr. Carnegy,

left Samaguting with the expedition. The force was commanded

by Captain Brydon, and consisted of 19(5 rank and file of the 42nd

A. L. I., and 50 police. The troops advanced on Mozema on the

morning of the 8th December. On the approach of the troops, the inhabi

tants of the village at once opened fire on them. The village was

accordingly attacked, and carried by assault, and the whole of it, with

the exception of three or four houses, was burnt to the ground. The

burning of the village was not intended. The Mozema men, after having

been driven from their village, dispersed themselves among the neigh

bouring jungles and hill crests, and did all they could to harass our

troops by intermittent firing and frequent night attacks. They also

adopted the tactics of operating in rear of the force and interrupting

communication between it and Dimapur, in the plains, on the road to

Golaghat, at the same time frequently threatening Samaguting. An
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addition to the force employed was consequemlv deemed nt'Ci-saarv, to

bring the expedition to я successful termination, and a reinforcement of

100 men from the 43rd Assam Light Infantry, under the command of

Lieutenant Магдгедог, who was accompanied by Captain Williamson, the

Inspector-General of Police, was dispatched to the Naga Hills. In

thi! meantime, desultory fighting liad been going on in the hills. and, Hnallv,

the Mozeina Nagas, being without food and shelter, and their village

and all their stores of grain having been destroyed, made overtures lor

peace. These negotiations were, however, interrupted by the sad death

of Mr. Carnegy. the Political Officer, who was accidentally shot by one

of our own sentries. On hearing of the accident to Mr. Carnegy,

Captain Williamson hastened up from S-.unaguting, assumed charge of

tin; Political Officer's duties, and commenced to settle the conditions to

be imposed upon the Mozema people. Thu following were the principal

conditions:—

(1.) That they should pay a fine' of Rs. 50 for their offence of

fighting on the political path.

(2.) That they should restore the arms and accoutrements of the

three constables who had been waylaid when the dâk was

intercepted, and also the contents of the plundered mail

bags.

(3.) That thev should surrender four of their own firearms.

Pardon was extended to Konoma and Jotsoma, on their chiefs

formally and humbly tendering their submission.

These conditions were, certainly, lenient, but it was taken into

consideration that an ample punishment had already been inflicted

on the Mozema reople by the destruction of their houses and food

supplv, and in the privations they had undergone, and it would have

been futile, as well as inexpedient, to impose on theni a heavy fine,

which, all their property having been destroyed, they would not have

been able to pay.

It was not, however, intended that Konoma and Jotsoma should

have escaped comparatively scot-free.

The omission to impose a fine upon these villages was due to

the fact of Captain Williamson having no knowledge of the corres

pondence which had passed in connection with the expedition. The

requisite papers were not at bund in camp for reference, and

Mr. Carnegy was too ill to be consulted.

On the loth January, the terms imposed upon Mozeina were fully

complied with, and, peace being thus formally concluded, the expedi

tionary force fell back upon Samaguting on the 28th January. .

Colonel Keatinge considered that the main objects of the expedi

tion were, on the whole, attained. A severe example was made of

Mozema, and the other villages received a very impressive lesson and

warning in the destruction of that village.

The policy to bo adopted for the future towards these turbulent

tribes, of absolutely prohibiting the repetition of these intertribal raids

and massacres has since been clearly laid down by the Government of

India, and will be rigidly carried out. Its enforcement may at the
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wutaut be attended with some difficulty, and will demand the exercise of

no little tact, firmness, and moderation; but its ultimate result, if

consistently pursued, in the complete pacification of these savages, the

Chief Commissioner sees no reason whatever to doubt.

In furtherance of this policy, it has already been determined to

advance the head-quarters of the Naga Hills district during the ensuing

cold season from ISamaguting to Kohima, the principal village in the

centre of the Angami country, from which the Political Officer will be

enabled to maintain an effective supervision and enforce submission

to Lis authority.

KHÁSI AND JAINTIÁ HILLS.

33. The conduct of the Khásia chiefs, and 'of the headmen throughout

these hills, was good during the year, and nothing occurred to disturb the

peace of the district. Certain villages of the State of Kliyrim were at

variance throughout the year with the Seim of that State, and all efforts

on the part of the Deputy-Commissioner to reconcile the opposing

parties have been hitherto fruitless. It is hoped that some settlement

of the points in dispute may be come to during the current year.

lîoad communications throughout the district were kept in repair

daring the year.

GABO HILLS.

34. The Gáros were, on the whole, well-behaved during the year,

hut a case occurred which shows that remnants of their former savage

customs still linger amongst them. A Marwari merchant and hie

servant were barbarously murdered while travelling in the hills for

trading purposes; the perpetrators of the deed not having been actuated

by any motives of plunder, but having been instigated thereto by a

Laskar, or village head man, who desired to get the heads of the murdered

men to burn with the bones of his deceased son. The murder is the

more to be regretted, as it will deter traders from travelling in these

hills. With some exceptions, the conduct of the Laskars and Lukmas

throughout the year was good.

Vaccination operations were carried on during the year on an

increased scale, and with the most satisfactory results.
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CHAPTER II.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAND,

SECTION I.—SURVEYS.

35. Topographical.—Survey operations were carried on during

the field season of 1877-78, by No. 6 Topographical ¡Survey Party, in

South Svlhet, in the Khási Hills, in the bliri Hills on the north bank of

the Brahmaputra, and in the Mishini Hills at the head of the Assam

Valley. The party was divided into two detachments,—one under the

command of Major Badgley, and the other under the command of

Lieutenant R. G. Woodthorpe.

Tlit: first detachment was employed in revising Sheet XIV. of

the Khási Hills Survey, and in beginning the survey of the south

eastern part of the Sylhet district, where some 650 square miles of

country still remain unsurveyed.

In Sylhet a mere beginning only was made. 300 square miles of

country were triangulated and 18 square miles of finished survey

completed on the scale of two inches to the mile. The unhealthiness

of the jungly tract in which the detachment worked retarded in some

degree its progress.

The outturn accomplished by the detachment in the Khási HilU

was 282 square miles, at the average cost of about Bs. 34 per square

mile. In the Khási Hills also, as in Sylhet, the unhealthmess of the

tract surveyed affected the outturn of work.

The second detachment, under Lieutenant Woodthorpe, was

employed in the hills at the head of the Assam Valley. Survey opera

tions were commenced in the Miri Hills, in the neighbourhood of the

Subansiri River, in conjunctiva with the Trigonometrical Survey Party

under Lieutenant Harman; one of the principal objects of the united

party being to ascertain the true course and origin of the Subansiri,

and the possibility of its identity with the Sanpo. The two parties

were engaged in this survey from the 1st December to the 17th

February, the work being much retarded by bad weather. The Miris

were, as a rule, found to be very friendly, and ready to give such assist

ance as they were able. The, area surveyed in these hills on the scale

of two miles to the inch was 1,500 square miles; but^tho drainage of a

much larger area, on a small scale, was approximately determined. The

parties, owing to the orders of Government prohibiting their advance far

into the hills, were unable to determine the question as to whether the

Subansiri runs through the Snowy Range or not. The results, however,

of the observations taken will, when worked out, throw some light on

the matter.
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Later on in the season Lieutenant Woodthorpe's detachment waa

employed in the Mishmi Hills. Here also, owing to bad weather and

sickness, operations did not proceed as rapidly as was hoped. Still, the

whole drainage area of the Dibong was fairly approximately determin

ed, and the course of its main stream accurately fixed for about 50 miles

from the Dibong guard. An area in the hills of 1,150 square miles on

the scale of four miles to the inch, and about 800 square miles of the

low country between Sadiya and the Hills on the scale of two

miles to the inch, were accurately surveyed. The Mi.shmis were found

to be very friendly, and no opposition was met with. The total cost

of the season's work of Lieutenant Woodthorpe's detachment was

Its. 2(>,300, giving an average of Rs. 7 per square mile.

36. Trigonometrical.—During November, 1877, a large number of

hill peaks in Bhutan were fixed from survey stations in the neighbour

hood of Gauhúti and Goálpára.

In December, a detachment of the party, under Lieutenant Harman,

entered the Miri Hills below the Bhutan range, working, as already

stated, in conjunction with the detachment of the Topographical Survey

Party, under Lieutenant Woodthorpo. Two points, named Yellu and

Picli, on the first high range, and to the west of the Subansiri River,

were first occupied, and on these peaks stations were built and connected

with two stations in the plains near Dikhumukh. A hill about

eight miles north' of Yellu, and a peak called Potn, about twenty

miles east of Yellu and east of the Subansiri River, were also

occupied, and stations were built and fixed. From these four

stations in the Miri Hills about 100 hill peaks were intersected. The

principal series of triangulation in the vicinity of Sadiya was carried on

to the Dikrang martello tower; to the Manabum hill station (Topogra

phical Survey), in the Singphoo country, south of the Tengapani River,

.and twenty miles east of Sadiya; and to the Miaobum ridge, about forty

miles east of Sadiya, and near the main ridge of the Patkoi range: from

all of which stations a number of other hill peaks were intersected.

The branch series of triangulation, " Dibrugarh to Jaipur," was

finally completed and closed.

Measurements were taken of the discharge volumes of the

Subansiri and Dibong Rivers, of the Brahmaputra at Dibrugarh and ata

place ten miles above Sadiva, of the combined Dibong and the Dihong

Rivers, and of the combined Tengapani and Noa-Dehing streams.

With this season's work, the operations of this party of the

Trigonometrical Survey in the Assam Valley were brought to a

conclusion.

37. Revenue.—The demarcation and adjustment of la-kheraj and

Snrreyof la- and ntef-kheng nisf-klicraj holdings Was Continued during the

holdings ¡n Kimrtp. year jn tjj0 district of Kámrúp by Babu Fattick

( ,-handra Barua, Extra-Assistant-Commissioner, who is specially employed

on this duty, in conjunction with a survey party under Mr. W. H.

Patterson. 'The Extra-Assistant-Commissioner elf.-cted the preliminary

demarcation of 169 estates, comprising an area of 22,976 acres, of which

14 estates, with an area of 1,000 acres, were made over, after final

D
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adjustment of area, to the surveyors. The survey party demarcated by

permanent marks 226 estates, covering an area of 20,000 acres.

Preliminary surveys were also made of 75 estates, with an area of

4,700 acres.

The total number of estates demarcated in Karnnip up to 31st March,

1878, is 1,907, of which 137 estates, containing an aggregate area of

51,8<j9'54 acres, have been made over to the survey party. There still

remain 2,735 estates, with an approximate area of 147,285 acres, to be

adjusted and demarcated.

The total area of la-kheraj and nisf-kheraj holdings in this district,

as reported last year, was incorrect, the Deputy-Commissioner having

included in it the area of certain kheraj estates, which have been direct

ed to be incorporated with the mouzah. The area of the 4,642 holdings

is now reported to be 232,921 acres.

The slow rate at which the survey and adjustment of these la-kheraj

and nisf-kheraj lands is advancing to completion having attracted the

notice of the Chief Commissioner, he has, since the close of the year,

issued instructions concerning the future conduct of the work, which

he trusts will result in a largely increased outturn, without any loss of

efficiency or accuracy.

38. A small amount of survey work was done by this same sur-

sturey of la- and nisf-kheraj vey party in the district of Darrang during the

estate in Darrang. congistjng merelv 0f the revision of tie

boundary of one nisf-kheraj estate and the laying down afresh of the

boundary of another, besides the interior survey of five waste land grants

under the Thirty-years' Lease Rules, the cost of which was defrayed by

the district authorities.

39. Railways.—In the Beport for 1876-77, it was stated that during

that year a survey of the Dikhn Valley and intervening country had

been undertaken, with a view to ascertain the practicability and the cost

of laying down a light railway from the coal-fields of the Sibsagar dis

trict to the banks of the Brahmaputra; but no report of the operations of

the survey party having been received, no detailed information was given.

An outline of the results may therefore usefully be given here, although

the narrative concerns the year preceding that now under report. This

report has been since received.

The party consisted of the engineers whose names are given in

the margin, deputed from the staff of the

EnT^.cr0wen' m- B"CBtlT* Northern Bengal State Railway. The party

EnBinSr?ham' Esq" Af!6i8tnnt- reached Sibsagar on the 17th December,

ant'En^iT"' WcUs' B E'' AsBi8t" commenced operations on the 26th idem, and

Bans Gopai, Oyereecr. closed them on the 15th March following.

Careful and detailed surveys were effected of

the country between Disangmukh, on the Brahmaputra, and Naginimora,

at the foot of the hills containing the coal-beds. At the same time,

all available information was procured with regard to the natural

features and conditions of the tract, materials for railway construction,

supply and rates labour, and the possibilities and requirements of

anticipated traffic. A rough exploration waa further made of the
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billy tract lietween Naginimora and the actual coal-beds, with the

view to select a line for a wire tramway to connect them with the

railway terminus.

Three alternative projects were the outcome of these inquiries,

namely :—

(1) A metre-gauge railway from Disangmukh (or from a point

on the Disang River a little higher np) to Naginimora,

29 miles, costing Rs. 24,62,000; with a wire tramway

from the terminus to the valley of the Borjan, 1£ miles,

costing Rs. 28,500, making a total cost of lis. 24,90,500.

(2) A metre-gauge railway from Sibsagar to Suntuck, along the

right bank of the Dikhu River, 14 miles, costing Rs.

8,40,000, and a wire tramway from Suntuck to the valley

of the Borjan, 6£ miles, costing Rs. 1,04,000, total cost

Rs. 9,44,000, the railway to be afterwards carried down

from Sibsagar to Disangmukh, if found expedient, or

water carriage being employed down the Dikhn River to

the Brahmaputra.

(3) An alternative line on the left bank of the Dikhu, consisting

of a wire tramway from the valley of the Borjan to

Behalea, 5 miles; a metre-gauge railway thence to Nazira,

and along the Bor-АН to the Dikhu river, 21 miles, at a

total cost of Rs. 13,00,000.

Some doubts, however, are expressed by the Engineer-in-Chief,

in commenting on these projects, as to whether wire tramways can be

worked as a practical and financial success.

The Dikhu River was found to be in many respects unsuitable

as a means of regular, water transport. Its course is very winding, and

in its upper waters to some distance below Suntuck there are frequent

rapids, rendering navigation only possible for " dug-out " canoes.

Below Nazira, however, the river is practicable for fair- sized boats,

except for two or three months in the dry season.

The Government of India have since the close of the year decided

that these projects are all too expensive to bo undertaken, and have

requested the Chief Commissioner to direct his attention to other and

more practicable coal-fields. The question is one of the utmost

interest and importance to the Province, both in view to the

development and utilization of the abundant mineral resources of the

country and to the lowering of the present excessive cost of steamer

carriage, both of goods and passengers, on the Brahmaputra, which is one

of the principal obstacles to its advancement.

40. During the two years preceding the one now under report

preliminary surveys have been conducted by the staff of the Northern

Bengal State Railway, with the view to determining the practicability of

extending the Bengal Railway system into the Assam Valley. The report

of their operations has recently readied the Chief Commissioner, and a

brief summary of the results may be given here.

Jn 1875-76 surveys were completed from Kaldebari Railway

Station, on the Northern Bengal State Railway, through Kuch Behar, to
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a point near Dhnbrij the line of country from Rangpur to Abrapirá, about

twenty miles north-west of Goálpára, and that from the Dorlah River to

Kuril Bchar. were also .surveyed.

In ls7(>-77, tlie survey was continued from Abrapárá to Goál

pára. and u]i the left bank of the Brahmaputra to Gauháti. Another

«coi ion was also made of ilic lino from opposite Gauháti, on the right

bank of the river, to Jagikopa, opposite Goálpára.

The conclusions arrived at by the engineering authorities, upon

compilation of the above-mentioned surveys, were that a railway from

Dhuhri along the right bank of the Brahmaputra would be difficult and

expensive: but that the construction of a line from Goálpára to Gauháti.

and from Goálpára toa point opposite Dhubri, would be a comparatively

easy matter.

SECTION 2.—SETTLEMENTS.

41. During the year under review, the following settlements were

in progress in the. Province:—

(I .) Re-settlement of ¡lam estates in Sylhct.

(2.) Ku-M'ttlriiiriit of oilier petty scattered estates in Sylhet. *

(3.) Ue-scttleinerit (if Jnintiá, in Sylhct.

(4.) Sntlcment of waste lands in Cachar.

(ä.) He-settlement ni Eastern Diuirs. in Goálpára.

((>.) IVtty re-settlements in Goálpára.

(7.) Annual settlements in Assam Proper.

42. During the year under review, 177 ilam estates, covering an

RrKttiemcnt otii.uu «ut- s in а14^ of 43,S55 acres, were measured. In 247

pviiu-t. estates, covering an area of 40,917 acres, mea

surements made in this and the previous years were tested, and in 146 estates

comprising an area of 14.">(>2 acres, re-settlements were concluded; of

these 14(> estates, the settlements of sixty expire in 1893, of twenty-six in

1694, of four in 1*95, and of tiftv-fivp in 1896, A.D., and one estate was

settled for a short term, as the land was the subject of a civil suit. This

settlement lias since boen cancelled, the land having been decreed to the

plaintiff, as belonging to his decennially-settled estate.

The revenue of the 146 holdings settled during the year

amounted to Us. 4. 130, against Rs. 2,056, the former demand. The

increase is mainly dno to the large extension of cultivated area shown

by the new measurements.

Taking the total number of ilam estates in tho district to be

3,142, with an aggregate area of 430.UOO acres in round numbers, there

still remain In S estates, covering an area of 196,897 acres, to be

measured, and 1,084 estates, with an area of 369,640 acres, of which the

settlements have to be completed.

The total cost of ilam settlements in 1877-78, including the pay

of the Extra-Assistant-Commissioners, was lis. 13,478, or at the rate of

14 annas 9 pie per acre of the area settled. The average cost per acre

of land settled during the previous year was 10 annas and 7 pie. Con

sidering that the increase in revenue obtained by the labours of this

establishment during the year was only Ks. 2,079 per annum, it is
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apparent that the cost of these ilam settlement proceedings, as well as

their rate of progress, was far from satisfactory.

43. Of the nankar and other petty estates other than ilam in tho

Re-settiem^t of other petty district of Sylhet, 234 holdings, covering an

scattered estate*. area of 1,458 acres, were settled during tho

year at a revenue of Rs. 1,03 1, or 1 1 annas 3 pie per acre. Of these estates,

229 were settled for 30 years and the remaining five for 29 years,

both periods expiring in 1907. The former revenue of these estates was

Rs. 768, giving an increase of Rs. 2G3, or 342 per cent., at the present

re-settlement.

The cost of the re-settlement of these petty estates amounted to

Rs. 6,001 during the year under report, including the pay of the Sub-

Deputy-Collector in charge of these settlements and his office and field

establishments. The cost and rate of progress of these petty settlements

are as little satisfactory as in the case of the ilam settlements.

44. Captain M. 0. Boyd was placed in charge of the Jaintia settle-

ae-scttiemeotofjaintii. ments after the death of Mr. W. 0. A. Beckett,

which occurred on the 31st December, 1877.

During the year under report the measurement of the remainder

of the Jaintia pergunnahs was completed, the outturn of the year's work

being an area of 85,778 acres, comprising 7,443 tenures, against 14,(i89

tenures, with an area of 185,4(53 acres, in the previous year. The total

area of Jaintia, as ascertained by this measurement, cannot now be given

accurately, as the measurement-papers of certain pergunnahs had not

been finally checked, nor the calculation of the areas completed at the

conclusion of the year.

The re-settlement of the tenures in the six pergunnahs named

B«tbfik. I Bardos. on tne Inargm> revised rates for the assessment

cimura. ii.mrMiag. 0f which were sanctioned in Government letter

3tra)- 1 Chatul- No. 851, dated 11th December, 1877, was nearly

completed before the close of the year; 11,172 pottahs had been granted,

against 7,479 in the previous settlement. Tho work at first progressed

very slowly, owing to the ryots making every endeavour to delay its

completion, in view to the prolongation of the old rates of assessment

for another season. But the Settlement Officer having directed the

settlement of the tenures of some of the recusants with other persons,

these tactics of passive obstruction collapsed. The revised assessment of

these six pergunnahs will take effect from the current financial vear.

Since the close of tho year the Government of India have

sanctioned the application to the remaining eleven pergunnahs of tho rates

of assessment already approved for the aforesaid six pergunnahs, there

being practically but very little difference in the natural conditions and

capabilities of these several tracts. Tho new rates of assessment per

bigha are as follows:—

a. p.

Homestead 10 0

Cultivated lands 7 0

Fallow 2 0

Jungle 1 0
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At the former settlement the rates of assessment were very low,

in some cases little more than nominal, and were calculated on a minute

and arbitrary classification of lands, which it has been found advisable

to abandon in favour of a broader and simpler system of assessment.

The re-settlement of these remaining eleven pergunnahs is

now in progress, and the work, it is hoped, will be completed, as origi

nally anticipated, by the close of November, 1878.

The total expenditure during the year amounted to Rs. 69,724-15-3.

Besides tho ordinary work of survey and settlement, the

establishment of the Jaintia settlement was also employed during the year

in adjusting the boundary between the districts of Sylhet and the Khasi

and Jaintia Hills, and in concluding the settlement of some izad land

lying some distance from Jaintia, within the boundary of the Kha9i

and Jaintia Hills district.

45. The settlement work in Cachar consisted of the settlement of

settlement of wast© i«nd in waste lands newly taken up for cultivation

c*clmr- under the Mirasdari Rules of the district.

Inclusive of the 287 applications pending on the 1st April, 1877,

there were 506 applications in all for disposal during the year, against

853 in 1876-77. Of the 219 applications filed during the year, 28

were made by tea-planters and 191 by ordinary ryots. Of the total

number of applications for disposal, 329 applications were disposed of

during the year, leaving 177 pending at its close. The area settled on

the final completion of the settlements amounts to 31,268 acres, bearing

a maximum revenue of Rs. 21,796, against 21,967 acres, bearing a

revenue of Rs. 15,995, in the preceding year. Of the total area settled

(31,268 acres), an area of 20,355 acres, with a maximum revenue of

Rs. 15,275, was taken up for tea-planting purposes, and the remainder

was settled with mirasdars for ordinary cultivation.

The area of the 177 applications pending at the close of the

year is estimated at 16,212 acres, of which 9,416 acres have been applied

for by tea-planters. The revenue of the area to be taken up in these

pending applications is estimated at Rs. 15,000.

It will be observed that there was a considerable decrease in

the number of settlement cases for disposal during the year, as compared

with the preceding year, but the area finally settled was larger than the

area settled in 1876-77. The Deputy-Commissioner explains that the

settlement cases are falling off, owing partly to the near approach of the

general revision of settlement, and partly to the decreased demand for

land on the part of the tea-planters.

46. The Eastern Duars, which consist of the five tracts named in

Ro-settiemcnt nf the Eastern the margin, are situated along the northern

Bijni Du^Gnma. border of the Goalpara district. The settlement

Biau Chirang of these tracts, which was concluded from 1870-
Bipu' ' 7 1 for a period of seven years, lapsed on the

31st March, 1877. Detailed proposals for the re-settlement of these

tracts on the system of the Assam settlement were submitted to the

Government of India in letter No. 1,164, dated 30th April, 1877. For

reasons stated in this letter and in the subsequent correspondence, the
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.âief Commissioner deemed it inexpedient to renew the engagements
•with the farmers and managers with whom the former settlements had

been concluded, and recommended the settlement being made through

out with the cultivating occupants on the ryotwari system prevalent in

Assam Proper.

The Government of India have sanctioned the Chief Commis

sioner's recommendations in the case of Duars Ripu, Chirang, and Guma.

The course to be taken with regard to Duars Bijni and Sidli is still

under their consideration. Subject, however, to the decision which the

Supreme Government may arrive at with regard to the future settlement

of these estates, the Deputy-Commissioner, with the concurrence of the

Chief Commissioner, settled the five tracts mentioned above with the

occupant ryots, under the management of monzahdars, on the Assam

system of administration during the year under report.

The following table shows the results of the re-settlement of the

five Duars in question :—

Revenue in

, ^ ^ Increase. Decrease.

1878-77. 1877-78.

Rs. Be. Hi. Be.

(1.) Bijni 23,948 37,981 14,033

(2.) bidli 19,391 33,102 13,711

(3.) Kipu 2,364 2,850 486

(4.) Guiña 2.125 2,715 590

(6.) Chirang 1,183 853 330

Total 49,011 77,501 28,490 net.

It will be observed from the foregoing statement that, although

the former rates of assessment have not been raised, there has been a

very satisfactory increase in the revenue of the first four Duars. The

decrease in Chirang is attributed by the tehsildar to the establishment of

the extensive forest reserves, and the prohibition against burning the

jungle, which has prevented extension of cultivation, and has caused the

inhabitants of some villages to migrate to other localities. The Deputy- •

Commissioner, however, is not satisfied with the sufficiency of these

explanations, and has promised to scrutinize the condition of this tract

more fully himself. The rates of assessment adopted in this settlement

were, as observed before, the same as those assessed in the original

settlement of these Duars, and are about half the rates which obtain in

Assam, as will be seen from the annexed table :—

Rates In Eastern Bates in Assam

Description oí land. Duiirs. Proper.

Per bigha. Per bigha.

AB. Bs. As. P.

Homestead 8 100

Rupit 8 0 10 0

Faringhati 4 080

If the full rates were imposed, which it may be found possible

to effect in a few years, it is very probable that the land revenue of the

Eastern Duars alone will shortly very nearly equal the revenue of the

district of Lukhimpur or Cachar.
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The total area assessed in the Eastern Dnars amounted to 63,664

Chaniros of cultivation in the acres, against 50,977 acres in 1870-71, at the

time of the original settlement, showing an

increase of 12,687 acres, due to extended cultivation.

47. Six petty estates were re-settled during the year by the perma

nent establishment at the Deputv-Commis-

Pettvre-aettlementsinOoalpara. sioncr'g disposaL The revenue " of these

estates amounted to Rs. 1,156, against Rs. 1,055 of the former assessment,

showing an increase of Rs. 101.

48. During the year under review 431,102 estates as detailed on

, ... the margin, came under settlement.
Annual Settlements in Assam Proper. . g A<w» • i-

K4mrop i3r,.83s against 420,022 estates in the preceding

g»rrang .SHI? vear, resulting in a net increase of 11,080

Siiwitrar 8V« estates, due to extended cultivation. As

Lakiumpur — compared with the previous year, there has

431'"12 been a decrease in the number of settle

ments in the district of Nowgong. This

decrease is attributed to the fact that a number of small plots

of land were relinquished by the ryots, and a few much larger plots

taken up, there having been, on the whole, an extension of cultivation.

All the above settlements were confirmed during the year.

The area of the estates settled during the year was 1,347,721

acres, against 1,315,377 acres in the preceding

JSSStfflSi!!! year, showing an increase of 32,344 acres,

as shown in the annexed table:—

Basti. Rupit. Faringhati. Total.

1876-77 102,843 667,887 544.647 1,315.377

1877-78 103,241 678,106 566,374 1,347,721

Increase in 1877:78 ... 398 10,219 21,727 32,344

The main increase has occurred in the faringhati lands. Of

the total area settled during the year, 1,240,856 acres were assessed at

full rates, and the remainder (106,865 acres) at half rates.

The revenue of the land settled during the year was Rs. 23,46,452

Revenue of land settled in against Rs. 22,74,364 in the previous

Assam Proper. year.

49. During the year under report 3,861 acres of land were settled

at full rates on decennial leases under the Assam

A^m&e^uuiS:11" th° Settlement Rules; of this, 2,384 acres were

taken up for the cultivation of ordinary crop,

and 1,477 acres for the cultivation of tea. In all, 30,190 acres" of land

are held on ten years' leases in Assam Proper, viz., 19,463 acres at ftB

rates and 10,727 at favourable rates. The whole of the area settled at

favourable rates is held by European tea-planters. Of the total M»

under decennial settlement, 15,345 acres have beerr taken up by ryots

for ordinary cultivation, and nearly the whole of the remainder bj

Europeans for the purpose of cultivating tea. Only a small area of fo*

acres is held by Natives for this purpose.
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50. Daring the year under report, the Chief Commissioner sano-

fw. Tam- by. to Kamnip. tion?d the pr<>!>06al of the Deputy-Commissioner

of Kamrup to lease, for purposes of cultivation

on ordinary revenue-paying porta hs for periods of five years, the low

lands in North Gauhati within tlie station limits, with the view to

improve the health of the locality by the removal of the jungle and

obnoxious undergrowth, the land not being adapted for habitation.

Thirty-four pottahs, covering an area of 71 acres, were granted on

these terms, giving a revenue of Rs. 109.

51. All the nisf-kheraj lands in the district of Nowgong, except a

settlement of nisf-kheraj hold- khat set tled for twenty years in 18(52, covering

tag* in Nowgong tor 10 year.. an area 0f 4^43 aCres, were settled during the

year for a term of ten years in accordance with the orders of the

Government of India, the uncultivated and waste portions of these

estates, for which the nisf-kherajdars were, under former orders,

required to pay revenue, being now left in their possession for the

period of settlement without additional assessment.

The resumed portions of the la-kheraj and nisf-kheraj holdings

were settled like ordinary revenue-paying lands ; all the nisf-kherajdars,

excepting two, preferred to have these returned portions of their estates

settled for a term of years, and accepted decennial settlements for

these lands. The area of the lands so settled amounted to920 acres.

In the other districts, the decennial settlements of the nisf-kheraj

holdings have not yet been completed.

SECTION 3. -"WASTE LANDS.

52. The following table shows the particulars of the leases sold

during 1877-78 under the New Lease Rules, referred to in para. 50 of

last year's report, as compared with those sold in the preceding year:—
 

Waste land leased under the New Rules in

1876-77. 1877-78.

Number. Area in acres. Number. Area in acre*.

1 69

Svlhet 1 1,121 19 14.485

6 1,026 8 1.333

7 1.517 35 10,016

32 13,795 61 27.188

5 1,019 30 10.457

9 4.314 18 8,167

Khasi Hills 2 1,583

Total 63 24,444 161 71,646

It will be seen that 161 leases, covering an area of 71,646

acres, were sold during the year, against 63 leases, comprising 24,414

acres in the preceding year. 61 leases, covering an area of 33,277

acres, were advertised for sale, but not sold during the year. The first

lease under these rules was sold on the 16th August, 1876, so that a

complete and fair comparison between the two years can hardly be

E
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drawn ; but it is plain that the New Lease Rales have allowed fnll

scope to the extension of the tea industry of the Province. The Chief

Commissioner was glad to observe in his inspection tour that the

applications for those leases are, as a general rule, disposed of by the

District Officers with fair despatch.

In Cuchar, as has before been remarked, the planters still seem to

prefer taking up the land they require for extending their operations

umliT the ordinary settlement rules in vogne in the district, an area of

over ¿0.000 acres, as will be seen from the table below, having been

thus taken up during the past year.

Tlie desire to avoid the competition at auction, which may neces

sitate a large initial expenditure in purchasing the land, appears to

be the principal cause of this preference for the ordinary ryotwari title.

Of the total demand on account of leases sold, Rs. 12.345.

Us. 11,474 were realized, leaving a balance of Rs. 871 in the district

of Darrang.

In t\vo cases only, one in Nowgong and the other in Lakhi'm-

pur, was there any competition at the auction sale, and the result of this

competition was that the two leases sold for Rs. 6У9, more than what they

would have fetched at the usual fixed upset price of one rupee per acre.

53. During the year under review, twelve Old Rule grants, covering

an area of 13.0ÍI7 acres, were commuted to

fee-simple, in accordance with the terms of the

original leases, for a sum of Us. t>0,457. These grants yielded a revenue

of Rs. 1,0!>0 at the time of their commutation. Two similar grants in

Cachar, comprising an area of 3,223 acres, were resumed for non-com

pliance wiih the clearance conditions stipulated in their leases, and were

summarily settled with the grantees under the ordinary Settlement

Rules. At the close of the year there remained 70 grants, with an

area of 72.N21 acres, held on their original conditions. Of this area,

4Í),4(¡2 acres have como under assessment, and the remainder is still

held revenue-free, part in perpetuity.

54. The following table shows the number of ordinary cultivation

leases and the area taken up under them for the cultivation of tea in the

several districts during the venr :—

Ill 1S77-7S. Altogether to end oí lST7-?í.

In.-irkt.

s, ,„ 1 AMta Present
Eventual

maximum

income.

Number Area in rrcsc-it
maximum

income.
ilH'llIm1. OÍ К'Ле*(Л*. acre*. income.

Cat-liar 49 20,355 1,567

Us.

15,275 135

8

30

162

26

383

162

64,271

15,795

2,751

15,871

4,310

14,146

18,221

Us.

11,259

1.184

4.161

23.97Ü

4,908

21,569

23,157

Re.

51.582

23.956

4,161

23.970

4,908

21.569

07,856

20

2

152

5

1,113

72

1,680

108

6,267

824

1,686

108

6,267

Lakhimpur

Total

4,131

543-51 824

228 26,214-51 10,452 24,160 906 135,365 90,208 1.58,002
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SECTION 4.—GOVERNMENT ESTATES.

55. For the reasons given in last year's report, para. 55, only those

petty estates which have not been settled regularly for a term of years,

and the revenue of which is collected direct from the tenants, will be

treated of in this section. Such estates exist in the districts of Sylhet

and Goalpara only. In the former district there were during the year

under report 142 such estates, the current demand of land revenue on

account of which amounted to Rs. G,585, and in the latter district there

were 109 such estates, the current demand of land revenue on account of

which amounted to Rs. 1,538.

56. A statement showing the demand, collections, remissions, and

balances on account of these estates in appended below :—
 

!

Demand. Collections. Balances.

DUtricU.

«

|

l

i |

a s
4a

|3 £ 3 s
£

3s
1 < 1

-
E

•A o - O

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

Goalp*r»
14J «^Ri 6,743 13,828 4,369 4321 82 6.133 2,342 8,475
109 MM 9,3*3 10,921 1,401 9,230 10,631 68 137 85 222

251 8,123 16,126 24,249 1353 13,599 15,452 100 6370 3,427 8,697

It will appear from the above statement that out of the total

current demand of Rs. 8,123, Rs. 1,853 were collected during the

vear, leaving a balance of Rs. 6,270 outstanding at its close. This

balance is in course of realization.

The arrear demand amounted to Rs. 16,126, of which Rs. 13,599

were collected, and Rs. 100 remitted during the year, leaving at the

close of the year a balance of Rs. 2,427 only.

SECTION 5.—WARDS' and ATTACHED ESTATES.

57. The estates to be reported on in this section are taken up in the

order of their enumeration in previous reports.

58. Sidli.—The Sidli estate was held by Rajah Gouri Narayan

since the original settlement in 1870-71 on a farming lease, under

which he received an allowance of 30 per cent, on the collections (10

per cent, for charges of collection, and 20 per cent, as profits), in

consideration of his connection with the land under the Bhutan Govern

ment : but the direct management of the estate was shortly afterwards

transferred to the district authorities, owing to the incompetence of the

Rajah to manage his own affairs. The above lease expired on the 31st

March, 1877. Proposals for the re-settlement of the tract with the
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occupant ryots, on tho basis of the Assam ryotwari system, were submit

ted to the Government of India in April, 1877, providing at the same

time for the continuance to the Ra jah of the allowances he had heretofore

received. The settlement with the occupant ryots has meanwhile been

carried out, but the proposals with regard to the position of the Rajah in

tho new settlement are still under the consideration of the Supreme

Government.

The settlement of the land having been thus made direct with

the ryots, the management of the Rajah's estate during the past year

consisted merely in the collection of arrear demands of previous years.

Of the sum of its. 14,014 due at the close of 1876-77, Rs. 9,868* were

collected during the year, and the remainder, Rs. 4,746, is reported by

the Deputy-Commissioner, after careful scrutiny and detailed local

inquiry, to be irrecoverable, owing to (1) desertion of ryots, (2) extreme

poverty of ryots, and (3) inaccurate measurements. This amount will

accordingly have to be remitted.

it». The total income* of the year, plus the balance

* Mil'c«aanTOur!^c'i'pts'.'. 9'8« ofRs. 2.104 in hand on 1st April, 1877, was

Tota] disbursed as follows:—•

Rs.

Government revenue for 1876-77 paid 5,186

Establishment and charges of collection of rents 1,049

Maintenance of the Kajah and his family 900

Education of the minor son of the Kajah 104

Miscellaneous expenses 20

Debts paid 4,250

Cash balance in land 506

Total 12,015

The estate is still indebted to the extent of Rs. 5,287. Arrange

ments will be made for the liquidation of this amount as soon as final

orders of the Supreme Government on the future settlement of the Duar

are received.

59. The rental of the various estates belonging to the Minor Hnr

Kumar Pal amounted for the year to Rs. 46,786,
HarKamarPa,',Mtate- viz., Rs. 12,685 current and Rs. 34,101 arrear.

Of this sum, Rs. 9,950 were realized, and Rs. 7,509 remitted during the

year, leaving a balance of Rs. 29,327 at its close. Some thirty-one suits,

valued at Rs. 1,615, have been instituted for the recovery of arrears of

rent, and endeavours are being made to collect as much as possible.

As the above figures indicate, the condition of the estate has

not much improved during the year, nor is there any hope of improvement

until the re-settlement with the ryots of the lands comprised in the estate,

which is being made by Babu Jadu Nandan Das, Sub-Deputv-Collector,

is completed, and a proper rent-roll prepared. No such rent-roll or any

zemindari accounts, properly so-called, existed during the time of the

minor's father. There was no proper system of management, and the

rents were levied in an irregular and frequently illegal manner. T^8

ryots, who are generally refractory, held their lands under verbal agree

ments, and there is now no means of realizing arrears of such rents due to
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the estate, except in cases where the liability is voluntarily admitted.

The re-measurement of the estate and the adjustment of the old accounts

were completed during the past year, and a sum of Rs. 7,509, proved to

have been irrecoverable, was remitted. A further sum which has since

accumulated will, it is feared, have to be written off. The amount, indeed,

which represents the annual demand of the estate, is to a great extent

nominal: it is not supported by any agreements of the tenants, and inclu

des a large sum the liability for which has never been admitted by them.

When the detailed settlements with the ryots now in progress are finished,

the difficulties now encountered in the prompt realization of the rents

will, it is anticipated, disappear. In the meantime, the Deputy-Com

missioner has been requested to pay very careful attention to the super

vision of the affairs of the estate, and to submit proposals for its better

management.

The receipts and expenditure of the year connected with the estate

are abstracted in the subjoined statement :—

Receipts. Expenditure.

Cash balance from last year.

Rents collected

Interest on Government se

curities

Debts recovered

Miscellaneous receipts

Total 16,210

Government revenue paid

Management of the property and

cost of collection

Law expenses

Maintenance of the minor and

his family

Education of the minor

Monthly grants, religious ceremo

nies, and other miscellaneous

expenses

Debts paid

Cash balance in favour of the

estate

Total

Rs.

2,319

2,140

8,877

486

258

1,032

167

16,210

It will be observed from the above that the cost of management

during the past year was considerably less than in the previous year.

The pay of the manager has since the close of the year been reduced

to Its. 50 from Rs. 70 ; this will reduce the expenditure by Rs. 240 per

annum. The unusual increase in " law expenses " is due to the payment

of lis. 6,540 as costs, &c, in certain cases decided by the High Court

against the minor. The other items require no explanation.

The minor Hur Kumar Pal is reported to be making fair progress

in his studies.

60. The estate of the minor Gulam Armani is improving under the

management of the Court of Wards. Out of
OnUmArmAar.-taU. ^^ deman(j of ggg (Rg 51Q current

and Rs. 173 arrear), Rs. 593 were realized and Rs. 5 remitted, leaving
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at the close of the year a balance of Rs. 85, of which Rs. 62 were found

to be irrecoverable, and Lave since been remitted. The remainder is in

course of realization.

The total receipt* of the year amounted to Es. 790, as shown in

„ the margin. Of this sum, Rs. 210 were paid as
Cash balance from previous ^ " . i-. _ . it

year iso Government revenue, Us. *4 as collection

Hepha^hS! :::::::::::: « charge*, Rs. 96 for the maintenance of the

minor and his family, and Rs. 3 as miscella-

— neous expenses, making a total expenditure ot

Rs. 383, leaving a cash balance of Rs. 407 in favour of the estate.
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CHAPTER III.

PROTECTION,

SECTION L—(BLANK.)

SECTION 2.—COURSE OF LEGISLATION.

61. No special legislative enactment has been introduced into tin's

Province during the year.

The Scheduled 'Districts Act (XIV. of 1874) was, by a notifi

cation dated 3rd November, 1877, declared to be in force in this

Province, and notifications under that Act. boaring the saino date, extend

ing the New Code of Civil Procedure (Act X. of 1877) and the Specific

Relief Act (I. of 1877) to the plains districts of the Province, excluding

the Eastern Duars and the North Cachar Hills, wpre also issued.

The following Acts of the Bengal Council were also extended to

the Province :—

Act V. of 1875, B.C. (the Bengal Survey Act), was extended to

the districts of Sylliet and Goálpára.

Act V. of 187b' (the Bengal Municipal Consolidation Act) was

extended to all the districts within the jurisdiction of the Chief

Commissioner.

The proposed Regulation for introducing local rates for roads

and similar purposes in the Province is still under consideration by

the Government of India.

SECTION 3.—POLICE.

62. The year under review was the first year in which the adminis

tration of police affairs in this Province was coridncted nnder the

immediate supervision of a special officer stationed at the head-quarters

of the Province, and the Chief Commissioner is glad to be able to observe

that the appointment of Captain Williamson as Inspector-General has

resulted in the increased efficiency of the force.

The Inspector-General, in the report submitted by him, expresses

himself well satisfied, on the whole, with the state of the force, and

records as his opinion that, so far as he was able to discern, the police

are looked upon with favour by the people.

The statistics given in the Appendix afford, the Chief Commissioner

thinks, good grounds for considering the condition of the force to be
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fairly satisfactory, especially when the difficulty of ¿retting a good class

of men for the lower ranks of the police is taken into consideration.

This difficulty will, it is hoped, be less felt now that the pay of the con

stables in the lower grade has been raised, and the prospects of both officers

and men have, under the re-organization scheme, been much improved.

G3. The total sanctioned strength of the Police daring the year was

st*»*!, an.i c,„t of the „ли*. 3-3'j5 men of all ranks, but the actual strength

ot the iorce amounted to 2,731 men of all ranks

onlv; of these, 41 officers and 340 men were employed on frontier guard

dntv, and 157 officers and 55(J men in guarding jails and treasuries. The

total number of men employed purely on police work in the eight plains

districts of the Province during the year was 1,814, i.e., in the proportion

of one policeman to 16'90 square miles and to 2,116 inhabitants. In

Bengal, the corresponding figures are 1 to 9'7 square miles, and 1 to

3,iSl4 inhabitants. In Sylhet, the force is especially weak, there being

only one policeman to every 4,001 of the population. The rank and file

of the force are about to bo augmented. The sanctioned police grant

for the Province for the vear was Ils. (ï.34,000. The grant for the exe

cutive police, excluding the pay of the District and Assistant-Superinten

dents and that portion of Captain Williamson's pav and of the pay ofhis

establishment debitable to "Police," amounted to Rs. 5,39,«00. The total

cost of the executive police, including the pay of tho District and

Assistant-Superintendents, calculated on the total sanctioned grant, was

at the rate of 2 annas and 4 pie per head of the population, against '2 annas

and 3 pie in the preceding year. The rate of incidence is, as is only to be

expected, much higher than in Bengal.

04. The total strength of the municipal police during the year was 94

Mimiez рои«. men of a11 rauks, and the total cost of the force

was Rs. 9,840. The casualties in this branch of

the force amounted to 23'40 per cent., against 26'43 per cent in the

previous year. The percentage of resignations, discharges, and desertions

was considerably lower than in 1876, but there was a slight increase in the

percentage of dismissals.

G5. A considerable improvement has been effected during the year

village рои«. ш l^e condition of the village police in Sylhet,

in which district, owing to the weakness of the

regular force, the efficiency of the chaukidars is of the utmost importance.

In Goálpára, the Bengal (Jhaukidari Act, VI. of 1870, has been in

troduced. Tho whole question of tho village police of the Province is

now under consideration. Of the frontier police, the Inspector-General

speaks in his report in high terms, which Sir Steuart Bayley believes

are fully deserved.

66. The river patrol system in Sylhet is said to work well. The

work is naturally distasteful to the police, as it

1 '"'"' subjects them to much exposure to the weather;

but care is taken that each member of the force shall take his fair share

of the work. The establishment of a regular police patrol along the
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Assam Trank Road has been attended with marked success. The expe

diency of extending this patrol along the upper portion of the Trunk

Road is under consideration.

67. In Sylhet alone was it found necessary to quarter a punitive

Eolice force during the year under report. This measure has had the

est effect.

68. Seven new outposts were established during the year in this

district, and their establishment will, the Chief Commissioner hopes, be

attended by satisfactory results.

69. The total expenditure on account of police buildings during

the year amounted to Rs. 13,771-13-2, or at the rate of Rs. 4-1-8 per

man on the total sanctioned number of police of all grades. No money

was expended on account of buildings in the Lakhimpur and Naga Hills

districts. The amount was pretty evenly distributed among the remain

ing districts.

70. Out of a total number of 3,354 subordinate officers and men,

the casualties during the year amounted to
f ' u" 512,orat the rateof 15*26 per cent., against

432, or 12*84 per cent., in the preceding year. The percentage of

dismissals, 2'77, was satisfactorily low. Dismissals and desertions were

both less than in the previous year. The percentage of resignations, 7-30,

was very high, and was owing to the low rate of pay in the lower grades of

the force, and to the facilities for obtaining employment on the numerous

tea-gardens in the Province. As the pay of the constables in the lower

grade has now been raised, the percentage of resignations may be expected

to diminish. There were 80 deaths during the year, against 55 in 1876.

On the whole, the health of the men was not so good as during the

preceding year, but a mortality of 24 per cent, is not great for districts

reputed so unhealthy as some of those in Assam arc. No difficulty was

experienced during the year in obtaining recruits. The enlistments

amounted to 450, or 13'6 per cent, of the whole strength; this shows

a fair element of permanence in the force

71. 136 officers and 333 men were punished departmentally during

PuBitoenfandre^am^ the vear; 88 compared with 141 officers and

349 men so punished during the previous year.

94 officers and men were punished judicially, against 116 officers and

men punished judicially in 1876. There was an increase in the number

of convictions under the Indian Penal Code, but there was a consider

able decrease in the number of convictions under the Police Act. These

results are fairly satisfactory; but, on the other hand, there were some

▼ery serious cases of misconduct, notably a case of torture to extort a

confession of guilt in Goalpara, and a case in which certain officers of

the Sylhet municipal police plundered the house of a dying man.

These results are the moro to be regretted, as the Reports of the two

previous years show the Assam police to have been singularly free from

the violence and extortion which are the besetting sins of the police in

India. There were also fewer officers and men rewarded during the

F
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year than during the préviens year. Still, on the whole, the Chief

Commissioner is fairly satisfied with the general conduct of the

force throughout the year. The extra duties in connection with the

survey parties and the Naga Hills expedition were cheerfully performed

by the men who were told off for these duties. The drill and discipline

of the frontier police were well attended to. The contemplated changes

in the arms of this portion of the force will tend to promote its efficiency.

72 Owing to the numerical weakness of the force and the numeróos

Education calls upon the time of the men, it has not

hitherto been found possible to organize any

regular system of instruction. Still, something has been done : of the

regular police nearly 21 per cent., and of the municipal police nearly

16 per cent., can read and write. The periodical examinations for

head-constableships are calculated to raise tho educational standard of

the force by making the acquisition of a certain amount of education

necessary for advancement from the lowest grades.

73. Attention was paid during the year to the discipline and drill

of the force. The frontier police are taught the thorough use of their

weapons, company and light infantry drill, guard duties, ¿c. No

attempt has been made to form military battalions, but the officers and

men have received such training as is calculated to make them thoroughly

efficient for the duties they may be called upon to perform. The Cachar

and Sylhi.'t frontier police, especially, are excellently drilled and

thoroughly fit for any frontier work.

74. The number of cognizable offences reported during the year was

cogn^ie mme. 10,957, against 10,900 such cases reported

during 1876. The increase is merely nominal.

In the 10,957 cases reported, 8,571 persons were arrested; of these,

8,258 persons were actually put upon their trial, of whom 5.065 were

convicted and 2,!)07 acquitted; of the rest, 265 were awaiting trial at the

close of the year, and 21 were otherwise disposed of. False cases show

an increase of 1 per cent., as compared with the three preceding years.

8,757 cases were accepted as true, against 8,850 cases accepted as true

in 1876. If to the 10,1)57 cases reported during the year be added 403

cases which occurred in the previous year, but which were brought under

inquiry during the year under report, the grand total of cases w^ill

amount to 11,360; deducting false cases and those not inquired into,

there remain 8,052 cases, against 8,272 in 1876. Convictions were

obtained in 2,517 cases, the percentage being 31, as in the preceding

year. The total number of persons arrested and put on their trial being,

respectively, 8,571 and 8,258, and the total number of persons convicted

being 5,065, the percentage of persons convicted to persons arrested

and put upon their trial, respectively, is 51НШ and 61. The correspond

ing percentages for 1S76 are 5!)'53 and 62. These results are fairly

satisfactory, but the total number of persons acquitted is large. The

slight increase in the number of false cases calls for no remarks. The

decrease in the number of cases accepted as true is satisfactory, if the

result of a real decrease of crime,—that there was such a decrease by no

means necessarily follows.
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7 ñ. In 1876, of the total number of persons committed to the Court

of -Sessions, 62 wore convicted and 61 acquitted, the percentage of acquittals

to the number of persons tried being 49. In the year under report, the

corresponding figures are 91 convictions to 46 acquittals, and the per

centage of acquittals to persons tried is 33. This result is very satisfac

tory, as it indicates the exercise of greater judgment on the part of the

committing officers. The success of a prosecution before the Court of

Session cannot, however, be always accurately gauged beforehand, and

acquittal is by no means a sure proof of an error of judgment on the

part of the Magistrate.

76. The total value of the property stolen during the year amounted

to Rs. 93,210, and, of this, property to the value of lis. 31,651 was reco

vered during the year, or 33 per cent., a very low percentage. The

percentage of property recovered to property stolen in the preceding

year was 43. In Sylhet, the police were especially unsuccessful in

recovering stolen property. The Inspector-General assigns no reason in

bis report for the want of success of the police generally in regard to

this part of their duty, and probably no very accurate reason can be

aligned. A low percentage of recovery does not necessarily show for

any one year a special want of activity on the part of the police; but

\vhen vear by year the recoveries in particular districts are steadily

below the average of all the districts, sumo explanation is necessary.

This is the case throughout the past four years in Sylhet and Kámrúp.

In Sylhet, with its dense population and insufficient police establishment,

the result was to be expected; but the same explanation scarcely applies

to Kámrúp,—at all events not to the same extent.

77. In the following table the crime reported during the last four

years is classified :—

1874. 1876. 1876. 1877.

Class

n

i.
п.

Offences against

Serious offences

person.

Ditto property,

Minor offences

person.

Ditto property

Other offences

above,

er special laws ...

the State 228

411

363 421 394

480against the

&c

607 541

»
in.

against the

751

801

827

948

1,011

997

1,048

1,076
i» IV.

V. 3,983

577

4,441

724

4.538

784

4.325

885

n

VI. not specified
ч

Otb 111 73 111 146

Total 6,862 7,983 8,403 8,354

78. The increase under Class III. vras owing to an increase

under the heading " Mischiefby killing, poisoning, or maiming animals."

The increase under Class IV. is attributable to an increase under the

headings "Hurt" and " Wrongful restraint and confinement;" and the

increase shown under Class VI. is chiefly under the headings

" Vagrancy" and " Local nuisances." Out of a total number of 379
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cases of rioting or unlawful assembly reported during the year, not less

than 282 cases occurred in Sylhet alone, and 42 cases in Caciiar. This

offence is rare in the Assam Valley. The returns show a steady increase

in tlii.s crime in Sylhet and Cachar during the hist four years, a state of

tilings much to be deplored. The cause of the prevalence of this crime

in Sylhetis the litigiousnessand proneness to violence of the Muhammadan

population of that district; but in Sylhet not only is the crime very

frequent, but the result of the magisterial proceedings in dealing with it

is far from satisfactory. Convictions were obtained only in 41 per cent.

of the eases, and the proportion of convictions to arrests was only 65 per

cent. The question as to how rioting can be most effectually suppressed

is one which should occupy the earnest attention of the district authori

ties; and Captain Williamson has been requested to specially address the

Deputy-Commissioner on the subject, reporting the result to the Chief

Commissioner.

79. There was an increase of 5 cases under the head of " Murder"

and a decrease of 11 cases ander the head of " Culpable homicide."

80. One particularly revolting case of murder took place in

Goálpára. On the whole, under the heading '* Serious offences against

tiie person," there is a considerable decrease in the number of cases

accepted as true, which is satisfactory. There were 72 cases of rape

reported duriiio- the year, against 65 such cases reported during' the

previous year. The number of these cases is very large, and the result

even of the cases declared, on inquiry, to be true is extremely unsatis

factory. These cases are very often trumped up to conceal family

disgrace, consequent upon the discovery of an intrigue; and the necessity

of exercising the greatest caution in inquiring into them has been

insisted on.

81. The results under the head of "Kidnapping" were most unsa

tisfactory. There was an increase of 32 cases. Some 56 persons were

put on their trial, of whom only 18 were convicted. Judging from the

cases specially reported, it would appear that the persons kidnapped are

generally vему young girls, who are taken from their parents or husbands,

not for the purpose of prostitution, but for marriage, regular or irregu

lar, and frequently with their own consent.

82. The decrease of 50 cases under the heading ''Hurt by

dangerous weapons" is most marked. Serious offences against the

person or property, or against property only, show a total increase

of 37 cases, as compared with the previous year. This increase is due

(as stated before) to the increase under tho head of " Mischief." Dacoity

is, happily, a crime by no means prevalent in this Province. There

were 9 cases of daeoity reported during the year, against 16 cases

reported in 1876. Of these 9 cases, 5 were on inquiry declared to

be false, and 2 cases, it is explained, were not inquired into under the

provisions of Suction 117 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 15 persons

were arrested and sent up for trial, of whom 10 were convicUd aud

2 acquitted.
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83. The offence of robbery may also be said to hardly exist in

Assam. Out of the 73 cases of robbery reported, 57 were declared on

inquiry tobe false. 4 persons only were put on their trial, of whom 2

persons were convicted. Of the above 73 cases, 61 were reported to have

occurred in Cachar. Of these 61 cases, 51 were declared to be

false. The majority of these so-called "robbery" cases are mere assault

cases, exaggerated for the purpose of revenge.

84. The police exercised much more discrimination in dealing with

cases of robbery during the year under report than during the previous

year.

85. The operations of the police in cases of cattle-theft were

particularly satisfactory. There was a large diminution in offences,

and, at the same time, a large increase in convictions.

86. Minor offences against the person show an increase, and minor

offences against property a decrease, as compared with the preceding

year. The decrease in cases of ordinary theft is satisfactory, as is also

the marked decrease in cases of receiving stolen property.

87. Vagrancy cases show an increase, being 198, against 159 in

1876. The number is, however, by no means large. Indeed, the pro

visions of the law relating to bad livelihood are, if the district of Sylhet

be excluded, but rarely put in force in Assam.

88. 11,744 non-cognizable cases were instituted during the year,

Non-cogmzabio crime. as compared with 12,134 such cases instituted

during the previous year, showing a decrease of

390 institutions. Of the total institutions, more than half were cases

of criminal force. In 750 cases only were the police employed to make

inquiries. Out of the 11,744 cases instituted, process issued in 7,896

cases only. 9,448 persons actually appeared to stand their trial ; of these,

973 persons were discharged after appearance, 2,711 were acquitted, and

5,647 were convicted. The proportion of persons convicted to persons

who actually appeared before the courts was 59 per cent., against 64

per cent, in 1876. Very nearly half the total number of cases were

instituted in Sylhet.

89. Cases under Class I. show a most marked decrease, having

fallen off from 753 in the previous year to 596 in the year under report.

Of the 596 cases instituted during the year 335 cases occurred in Sylhet.

The magisterial officers in Sylhet acted with greater discretion during

the year under report than in the previous year in the matter of proseca-

tions under Section 188 of the Indian Penal Code. The falling off

in the number of cases of serious offences against property is notable,

euch cases being 44 only in number, against 127 in 1876.

90. There was an increase of 191 in the number of cases under

Clase IV., this increase calls for no remarks in particular. The results

of cases of this class are, from a statistical point of view, rarely satisfac

tory. Classes V. and VI. show, respectively, a decrease of 40 and of

275 cases in 1877, as compared with the preceding year.
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91. liiere were 124 cases of cognizable crime reported from the

гпшс in u,c MI. strict», hill districts in 1877 , against 171 such cases

reported in 1870. In the 124 cases reponed,

],'Ï2 persons were arrested, of whom 131 persons were sent up for trial,

of these, 97 persons were convicted and 34 acquitted. The percentage

of persons convicted to persons actually put upon their triad was 74,

against 83 in the preceding year. The only cases deserving of special

notice occurred in the Khiisi Hills. There is but little reported crime

in the Garó Hills and Naga Hills districts.

92. There were 6l> cases of ordinary theft reported during the

year, against 80 such cases reported during 1876. 74 persons were

put upon their trial, of whom f>5, or 87 '83 per cent., were convicted.

The percentage of persons convicted to persons who were actually tried

in 1S7G was 84'31.

ЯЗ. The total value of the property stolen during the year was

Us. 1,482, ami the value of property recovered Its. 929, or fi2'68 per

cent., against 9'04 per cent, in the previous year. These results may be

pronounced to be fairly satisfactory.

SECTION 4.—CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

94. The Chief Commissioner has been favoured with a copy of the

High Court's Report on the Administration of Criminal Justice in Assam

darin"1 1877, and from this Report the following review of the state of

crime and of the working of the criminal courts in the Province Ьаз

been compiled.

As in former years, the figures given are only for the eight

plains districts of the Province. The administration of criminal justice

in the three hill districts is carried on in the Political Department, and

the High Court have no concern with it. The statistics of crime in

these hill districts will be found at the end of the section on police

administration.

95. All the criminal courts with which this chapter deals are

constituted under the Criminal Procedure Code (Act X. of 1872). The

head-quarters of the Sessions Judge of Sylhet are at that station, but he

goes on circuit to Cachar. The Sessions Judge of the Assam Valley

Districts is stationed at Gauháti, but he holds periodical jail deliveries

at the head-quarters of each of the districts in his charge. The district

DePuty-c,.mmurioner with magistrate of Sylhet is styled a Deputy-Com-

spcciai powers. missioner ; but, as the district is an ordinary

regulation district, he exercises the powers of a district magistrate only.

In all the other districts of the Province the Deputy-Commissioners

have been vested with the special powers described in Section 3o' of the

Criminal Procedure Code (Act X. of 1872}, which they exercise in

addition to their ordinary powers as district magistrates. The question

as to whether the Deputy-Commissioner of Sylhet should not also be

invested with these special powers is under the consideration of the

Chief Commissioner.
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96. At the end of the year under review there were in all 70

Magistrates classified magistrates, of whom 34 were Europeans and

1 36 Natives. Of the 70 magistrates, 27 were

magistrates of the first class, 13 were magistrates of the second class, and

30 were magistrates of the third class. Of the 54 magistrates in the

Brahmaputra Valley districts 33 were stipendiary and 21 honorary

magistrates. In Cachar and Sylhet, the two districts of the Surma

Valley, there are no honorary magistrates.

97. The total number of offences reported and of persons convicted

during the past two years was as follows :—

18715. 1877.

Offences reported 16,124 14,603

Persons convicted 11,063 10,897

Crime, on the whole, then, may be said to have decreased during

the past year. Judging from the number of convictions, however,

it increased greatly in Darrang and Lakhimpur, and to a less extent in

Kamriip, Nowgong, and Sibsagar. The chief decrease was in Sylhet

and Cachar. In Lakhimpur, the increase in convictions occurred not

withstanding a large decrease shown in the number of offences reported.

98. During the past year but one case from Assam, in which but

original jnrisdiction, High one person was involved, was tried by the

Coort- High Court in the exercise of its ordinary

criminal jurisdiction : A European British subject, charged with having

killed a coolie, was committed for trial before the Sessions Judge of the

Assam Valley Districts by the Deputy-Commissioner of Lakhimpur, on

charges under Sections 304 A and 3:.';i. Indian Penal Code. On a refer

ence by the Judge to the High Court, this commitment was quashed, and

the accused was tried by the High Court on a charge of culpable homicide,

&c. The jury convicted him of having caused hurt, and he was

sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for six months.

99. The number of persons brought before the courts of session

courts of session. for trial during the past year (including 23

Persons under trial. persons who were awaiting trial at the close of

1876) was 196, of whom two were discharged without trial, three died

or escaped, and 12 awaited trial at the end of the year. Of the balance

of 179 persons whose cases were disposed of
Result of trials. Qn ?j acqnJtte(]) aU(J Qr QQ ppr

cent., convicted. In 1876, of 135 persons whoso cases were disposed of

on trial, 75, or 48 per cent., were convicted.

Shown separately for each Judgeship, the percentage of convic

tions during the past two years was as follows :—

1876. 1877.

Assam ValU'y 40 72

Sylhet and Cachar 51 67

While the result of trial was improved in both courts of session,

it is most satisfactory in the Assam Valley districts.

100. The number of witnesses who attended the sessions courts

„ , . , was 827 in the past, compared with 843 in the
r. noiber of witnesses examined. . ^ ' f .

previous year. Jn the Assam Valley districts

separately, the number was 167, against 81.
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101. In the Assam Valley, 28 cases in all were tried by jury in

Trial by jury. tne past year, in one of which only the Judge

did not approve of the verdict given.

102. In Sylhet and Cachar, the 48 cases disposed of were tried

Triai by Assessors. with the aid of assessors, from whose opinion

the Judge differed in six cases only.

ЮЗ. The sentences imposed during the past

year by the courts of session were as follows :—

Capital punishment 9

Transportation for life 20

Ditto ditto a term 13

Rigorous imprisonment 66

Ditto ditto in addition to fine 15

104. The number of cases disposed of by the Deputy-Commissioner

Dopnty-rommi»!«,.» cxcrci,- of Cachar in 1 87 7 by vi rtnc of the powers vested

ins six-cmi powers nmier section in him under Section 36. Criminal Procedure

3*>, Criminal Procedure Code. /~i i • ^ ji

Lode, was six. In two cases the sentences

passed did not exceed two years. In three out of the four cases remaining',

the Sessions Judge confirmed the orders of the Deputy-Commissioner.

In the Assam Valley districts the number of cases similarly disposed of

by the Deputy-Commissioners under this section of the Code was 29. In

two out of three cases referred to the Sessions Judge, the orders of the

Deputy-Commissioners were upheld. They were reversed in one case.

The Judge of these districts remarks that many of the cases which were

committed to the sessions might well have been disposed of by the district

magistrates under their special powers. The matter is one in respect

to which orders have already been passed by the Chief Commissioner,

requiring district magistrates to use these special powers more freely.

105. The total number of persons under trial in the courts of

Maltrates- conrts. magistrates was 17,735 in the past, compared

with 17,188 in the previous year. There was

an increase of business in all the Valley districts except Goálpára, and

a considerable decrease in Sylhet and Cachar. The total number of

persons whose cases were disposed of in 1877 was 17,347, against 16,738

in the year preceding. The courts thus kept pace with the increase

in the business coming before them.

The number of persons awaiting trial at the close of the year

was 3<i(5, 1 1 less than at its commencement ; of the whole number, fi

only had been under trial more than three months, and 39 more than

one month.

101). The share taken by the courts of the several grades in trying

cases during the past two years is exhibited in the following statement,

which shows the number of persons whose cases were disposed of,

excluding those committed to the sessions, and those who died, escaped,

or were transferred :—

Valley districts. Sylhet and Cachar.

Ts76. 187Í '1Я7Й. 1S7Í

District magistrates 909 945 721 739

Subordinóte paid magis

trates 5,820 6,658 8,572 7,093

Honorai y magistrates 791 1,340
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The following percentage of convictions for the past two years

will show the result of the above trials :—

187«. 1877.

District magistrates 67 79

Subordinate paid magistrates 67 62

Honorary magistrates 55 46

From the above, it will be seen that, except in the case of

district magistrates, the results of trial were less favourable in the past

than in the previous year. As regards the courts of district magistrates,

it is to be observed that in Nowgong there were no acquittals, and that

in Darrang 92 per cent, of the persons tried were convicted. The

Deputy-Commissioners of these two districts have been requested to

explain the nature of the cases tried by them.

In Nowgong and Lakhimpur the results of trials in the courts

of the subordinate paid magistrates were most favourable, the ratio of

convictions being 71 per cent, and 70 per cent., respectively. The

results of trial were least favourable in Godlpara, where the ratio was

54 per cent. only.

In the courts of honorary magistrates the results of trials

during the past year were far from good. They were worst in

Sihsagar and Darrang, where 18 and 22 per cent, only of the persons

whose cases were disposed of were convicted, and they were best in

Goálpára, where the ratio was 76 per cent.

107. The total number of witnesses examined in the criminal

courts of the Province during the past year
"*• was 34,940. Of these, 30,222 were examined

on the first day of attendance, 3,043 on the second, 895 on the third,

780 later than the third day. These results may be regarded as not

unsatisfactory. It is singular, however, that all but seven witnesses in

Cachar should have been examined on the first day of attendance ; while

in the neighbouring district of Sylhet no less than 754 witnesses were

detained more than three days.

108. The number of persons sentenced by magistrates to imprison

ment, fine, and flogging, respectively, or to more
Punishments. ,i с ,, c . i& г 11

than one ot the punishments, was as follows :—

Imprisonment 3,699

Fine ». 6,196

Whipping 189

The imprisonment ordered in the past year was solitary in the

case of two persons, rigorous in the case of 3,1)20 persons, and simple

in the case of 77 persons. 913 persons were fined and 23 flogged in

addition to other punishment. The imprisonment ordered did not

exceed six months in tho case of 3,235 persons, and exceeded two years

in the case of 35 persons only.

The fines imposed during the year aggregated Es. 79,972,

against Rs. 84,834 in the previous year. The amount realized was

Rs. 67,317 in 1877, as compared with Rs. 7 1,418 in the year immediately

preceding. There was, thus, an apparent decrease in realizations during

the post year, but the percentage of realizations was a little higher in

1877 than in 1876, being 84'2 against 84-1 respectively.

a
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Of the fines realized, Rs. 8,545 were awarded as compensation

in tho past year, against Rs. 7,299 in the previous year. This increase

was due mainly to the action of the magisterial authorities in the

districts of Lakhimpur and Kamriip. In the former the amount

awarded as compensation in 1877 was more than double that in 1876,

and in the latter it was nearly double.

109. The number of appeals from the decisions of the courts of

session instituted, disposed of, and pending

Appellate jurisdiction, High in the High Court during the past two years

is exhibited below :—

1876. 1877.

Instituted 52 34

Disposed of 50 38

Pending 9 5

The falling off in the number of appeals in 1877 is remarkable,

seeing that, as above stated, the number of persons convicted by the

Sessions Judges in that year was 108, as compared with 75 in 1876".

The results of the appeal cases disposed of are shown below:—

1876. 1877.

Affirmed 35 27

Reversed 8 8

Varied 7 3

The percentage of decisions reversed or modified was thus

29 percent, in 1877, against 30 per cent, in 1876.

1 10. In the following comparative statement the number of appeals

Appeiiat. Oonrt. .nbominate preferred, disposed of, and pending iu the

to the High Com*. courts of session and in the courts of the district

magistrates during the past two years are shown together :—

1876. 1877.

Preferred 504 493

Disposed of 494 476

Pending 16 35

In the past year there was a considerable increase in the

number of appeals preferred to the district magistrate, and a consider

able decrease in those preferred to the Sessions Judge. Taking these

courts together, the number of appeals in 1877 was less by 11 only

than that in the preceding year.

The Judge of the Assam Valley Districts accounts for a falling

off in the number of appeals coming to him from Kumriip by the fact that

a better class of pleaders now practise in his court, who do not take np

cases unless there be some substantial ground for appeal.

The number of appeals to the district magistrate in that district

has largely increased, and this the Judge attributes to the number of

honorary magistrates appointed during the year.

Of the appeals disposed of in 1877, 217 . were decided by

Sessions Judges and 259 by district magistrates, the corresponding

figures for 1876 being 312 aiid 182, respectively. In all, the sentences

or orders appealed from were affirmed in 312 cases.
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111. The number of cases of revision instituted, disposed, and

ndences Beyision, pending in the Bigh Court during the past two

ourt, years is shown below:—

libHUitv'il. Disposed of Fending.

1876 26 24 2

1877 30 30 2

Of the 30 cases disposed of during the year, the orders of

the lower courts were affirmed in 13 and reversed in 17.

SECTION 5.—PRISONS.

112. The total number of prisoners of all classes confined in the

jails and lock-ups in this Province during the
Number of práonen. calendar year 1877 was 9,012, against 8,832

in 1876.

The daily average number of convicts in jail was 1,273'38

against 1,383-26.

It will be seen that, while the entire prison population during

1877 exceeded that of 1876 by 180, the daily average numbor of

prisoners confined in the jails and lock-ups considerably decreased.

This is attributable to the release, on the 1st January, 1877, of 227

prisoners in commemoration of the assumption of the title of " Empress

of India," by Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen.

Taking the figures for the past four years, the prison population

of the Province continues to increase, as noticed in para. 114 of last

year's Report :—

1874 8,06

1875 .-. 8,409

1876.... 8,832

1877 9,012

This increase was only to be expected, owing to the operation of the

causes mentioned in the para, of last year's report above referred to,

viz., the opening of more courts, and the increase in the immigrant

population, and also to the rise in the price of articles of food. Some of

the increase may, also, perhaps be due to increased efficiency of the
• police force.

The number of civil prisoners in confinement during the year was

only 124, against 153 in the previous year.

The number of under-trial prisoners was 3,032, against 3,02ß in 1 87G.

Ont of the entire population of the jails, the largo number of

• so« taicooiira. 1,181* were foreigners (tea coolies and others).

*" other«. The offences for which the tea coolies were

1ДЯ convicted were chiefly desertion under Act VII.

of 1873 and offences against the person.

These figures show prominently how large must be the foreign element

in the general population, when the proportion of foreigners amoii^

the prisoners in juil amounted to nearly 12 per cent., of which nearly

9 per cent, were imported labourers on tea-gardens.

The total female population of the jails and lock-ups was 249,

against 258 in the preceding year.
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Only 24 juvenile prisoners under 16 years of age were confined

during the year. There is no need at present for a reformatory for

juvenile offenders in this Province, and it will be some time before the

want of such an institution is felt.

113. The percentage of prisoners sentenced to rigorous imprison

ment was 97-94, as compared with 95*76 in the
sentences. preceding year. The Chief Commissioner is

glad to see this increase, as he totally disbelieves in the efficacy of

simple imprisonment as a deterrent, and he can conceive nothing more

conducive to moral deterioration than jail life without useful occupation.

The majority of the sentences of the prisoners did not exceed a period

of six months.

The number of prisoners who had been previously convicted

received into the jails during the year was by no means large, being

297, against 344 in the previous year.

Only 17 prisoners were committed to jail during the year on

account of bad livelihood; 48 remained in jail on this account from

the preceding year. Very little resort is had in this Province to the

precautionary provisions of the law regarding bad characters, a result

which, in default of evidence to the contrary, may be taken to indicate

that the enforcement of these provisions is seldom necessary in Assam.

The immunity which the Province most fortunately, and to a very

large extent, enjoys from the presence of habitually criminal classes

and tribes no doubt has a very considerable influence on the frequency

of the application of this law.

114. Eight prisoners escaped from the jails and five from the

lock-ups during the year, and, considering the

Bscapes" insecure nature of many of the jail buildings,

and how much extramural labour is resorted to in the Assam jails,

this number may be considered as very small. Nearly all those who

escaped were re-captured. The total number, however, of escaped

convicts now at large is still great, and the Chief Commissioner has

issued special instructions to District Officers, with a view to effect

the re-capture of these men, whom doubtless a lengthened freedoin

has rendered less alert than formerly.

115. The number of offences against prison discipline in 1877

was 727, as compared with 613 in 1876. The

JoUoilenoes and punishment,. numbep of punjshments in 1877 wa9 731,

against 6 1 G in the previous year. These figures show a slight increase

in the number of offences against prison discipline, as compared with

the previous year, owing partially, no doubt, to the increase in the

jail population. Part of the increase may, however, be fairly ascribed

to increased vigilance on the part of the prison officials, and in so far

is satisfactory. The ratio of punishments to prisoners, 5957, is by no

means abnormally high. The number of prisoners to whom corporal

punishment was awarded was largely in excess of the corresponding

number during the previous year. The Chief Commissioner is not

entirely opposed to the infliction of corporal punishment tor breaches
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of jail discipline, bnt he would like to see this kind of punishment

kept in reserve for habitual offenders, and resorted to as little as

possible in ordinary cases. He hopes that, with the improvement in

jail accommodation, it will be found possible to have recourse more

largely to other punishments. The question of the allotment of tasks

is a most important one, and the Inspector-General has been requested

to give the subject his attention. It is very desirable that the quantity

of labour exacted should vary as little as possible jail by jail.

116. Increased attention was paid during the 3'ear to the develop

ment of the mark system in the different jails in
" m' the Province, with, on the whole, very satisfactory

results. The system was especially well worked in the Gauhati Jail.

The full development of the system must naturally be a work of time, and

it will work well in proportion as the prisoners learn to understand its

benefits.

117. The rules regarding classification have been carried out as

far as practicable in the different jails. Civil
clarification. an(j unjer_tn'al prisoners have been com

pletely isolated from the other prisoners. The number of juvenile

offenders, as already observed, is so small, that, except in the Gauhati

Jail, no separate wards were provided. Proper accommodation is provided

for female prisoners.

118. The average number of prisoners employed as convict warders

during the year was 24-87, or 1*93 per cent, of
Discipline. ^e daily average jail population. The corres

ponding numbers for the previous year arqv29-63 and 2'15. The decrease

is due to the extraordinary releases which took place on the 1st January,

1877. The Inspector-General testifies to the usefulness of these convict

warders, and the Chief Commissioner thinks that convicts might with

advantage be more largely employed as prison officers than they are.

The prospect of attaining the position of convict warder induces to

discipline and good behaviour, and the knowledge of the consequences

of losing that position results, as a rule, in a careful discharge of duty.

119. The total sum expended on jail and lock-up buildings during

the year was Rs. 47,545, of which Rs. 44,959
Bxpenditnreonjaiibniiding,. were expended hy the Department of Public

Works and Rs. 2,586 by the Jail Department. Many of the jails are

simply mat huts, and are very insecure. During the year, the Goalpara

Jail was reduced to the status of a lock-up, and fifty prisoners were

transferred from the Nowgong to the Gauhati Jail. The Chief Com

missioner proposes to carry the abolition of the smaller jails still further.

He. thinks that, as far as possible, prisoners should be massed in large

jails instead of being distributed throughout a number of small jails,

and steps are being taken to carry this view into effect.

120. The total amount expended during the year under review in

the jails of this Province under the heads of
oeneri expenditure. "Rations," " Fixed establishment," "Police-

guard," " Hospital charges," " Clothing," and " Contingencies,"
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amounted to Rs. 1,07,316, against Rs. 1,12,391 during 1876. The cost

of rations (the most important item) came to lis. 32-10-5 per head of

average strength, as compared with Rs. 34-1-6 in the previous year.

This result is owing to tha introduction of the system of storing paddy

for prison consumption. In consequence of the dearness of provisions

in Assam, the cost of rations will be always high. The Chief Commis

sioner, however, hopes that the cost under this head will be still further

reduced during the present year. The total cost (under all headings)

per head of average strength amounted during the year to Rs. 78-0-11,

against lis. 75-8-8 in 1876, but this increase is accounted for by the

decrease in the average number of prisoners in confinement during the

year.

Tho net cost of each prisoner to the State during the year under

report was Rs. 110, against Rs. 96 in each of the two previous years.

This increased cost is entirely due to the comparatively large amount

expended on jail buildings through the agency of the Public Works

Department, and to the increased cost of the head-quarters office. The

first cause is only of a temporary nature. Nearly all the other heads

show a decrease.

121. The receipts on account of manufactures in the different Jails

during the year amounted to Rs. 43,037, and

Manufacture ^ c^arge3 ^ Jfc 29,596. The profit >vas

Rs. 13,441, or Rs. 11-12-6 per head of effective prisoners. In the above

calculation, however, no credit has been taken by the Jail Department

for the work of the prisoners furnished to the Public Works Department.

None of the outstanding debts'in any of the jails were particularly large.

Towards tho close of the year, the Chief Commissioner ordered that

credit should be given to the Jail Department for the prison labour

employed on station or road work. It is expected that the result of this

ruling will be a decided improvement in the jail receipts next year.

122. The vital statistics show an improvement in the health of the

prisoners, as compared with the preceding year,
s'1,"t'">- the percentage of sick on average strength being

3"88, against 425 in 1-876, and the percentage of deaths on average

strength being 5-54, against 5*85 in the previous year. Dvsenterv and

diarrhoea claimed the largest number of victims. There was, as usual, a

large number of cases of intermittent fever, but only three cases proved

fatal. The sanitary arrangements of the jails appear to be good, and

the important question of a good water-supply receives attention.

Opium-eaters are a class of prisoners who are to a certain extent a

difficulty in the way of jail administration in Assam. To permit them

unrestricted access to their accustomed dose would be subversive of all

discipline; while absolutely and at once to stop their supply of the drug

would be dangorous to their health. No hard-and-fast rule on tho

subject can, however, bo laid down, and the medical authorities must

necessarily treat each case of the kind by itself.
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SECTION 6.—CIVIL JUSTICE.

123. The total number of suits instituted in the civil courts of the

Province in 1877 was 21,282, against 19,429 in

po^T2nd'^ding.itat<!d' the previous year. In Sylhet there was an in

crease of 2,116 suits; on the other hand, there

was a decrease of 139 suits in the Valley Districts, and of 124 in Cachar.

In Sylhet, there was a slight decrease in "other suits," and the increase

noted occurred chiefly in small cause court cises. In Cachar the

decrease in cases of this class is attributed to the high price of necessa

ries and to abnormal causes having operated in 1 876. In the Assam Valley

districts the decrease, which was most marked in Lakhimpur, K&mrup,

and Goalpara, is attributed to the introduction of the New Code of Civil

Procedure, to the failure of the crops in North Lakhimpur, and to

the absence of a sufficient staff of officers with munsifs powers at that

place and at Golaghat.

Excluding suits in the revenue courts, the total number of cases

disposed of during the past year was 20,889, against 19,845 in the prece

ding year. In Sylhet the services of an extra munsif were employed

for somewhat more than a month. Notwithstanding an increase in the

number of disposals, this still fell somewhat short of the number of cases

instituted. In Cachar a similar result is observed, though the number

of institutions had decreased. The Judge explains that work in his

district has been prejudiced by the frequent change of judicial officers,

and by the sudder and sub-divisional stations being left for a time

without a munsif.

The total number of cases pending at the close of the year

was 2,840, as compared with 2,265 at the close of 1876. In Cachar

the percentage of increase is very high, and is attributed to the causes

mentioned above.

124. There were at the end of 1877 14 suits and 6 appeals which

sniu and a ia pending flac^ keen pending more than 12 months. Of

more than one year. these, 4 appeals were in Sylhet and the rest of

the cases in the Valley districts.

125. The amount in litigation in the civil courts of the Province

Number and value of .uiu was Ks' 16>77>750> against Rs. 15,27,210 in

uatituud yi 1873 and 1877. 1873, the number of suits instituted being less

by 429 in the former than in the latter year.

Comparing the figures with those for 1876, when the number of suits

instituted was 19,429, and their value Rs. 35,05,382, the decrease is very

marked; as there was an increase of over half a lakh of rupees in Cachar

and Sylhet taken together, the decrease has clearly occurred altogether

in the returns of the Assam Valley districts, and principally in the district

of Goalpara, where in 1876 certain zemindars instituted suits against the

Government to the aggregate value of 20 lakhs of rupees.
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^ inlu_ 126. The number of cases of the several

classes instituted during the past three years was

as follows:—

187S. 187S. 1877.

Small cause court class 15,519 15,345 16,748

Rent suits 1,351 937 1,415

Other cases 3,941 3,147 3,119

Total 20,811 19,429 21,282

In Sylhet no less than 1,335 rent snits were filed in the past,

against 892 only in the previous year. There was at the same time an

increase of 1,726 in the number of small cause court class cases in this

district. In the absence of a small cause court, the Subordinate Judge

is vested with small cause court powers for the trial of p>etty cases, but

only 442 such cases were instituted before him. In the Valley districts

there was a slight decrease in small cause court class cases and also in

other cases.

The number of suits of the small cause court class filed in each

district during the past two years was as follows :—

1876. 1877.

Sylhet '6,833 8,559

Valley districts 6,965 6,743

Cachar 1,547 1,446

The number of other cases was as follows:—

1876. 1877.

Sylhet 2,031 1,958

Valley districts 671 754

Cachar 445 407

In the Valley districts rent suits are tried by the revenue courts

under Act X. of 1859, and are not therefore included in the returns.

The following were the chief classes of rent suits instituted in the

Province during the last two years :—

Civil Conrtg. Bcvcnne ConrU.
Description of suits. , * s , ». „

1876. 1877. 1876. 1877.

Arrears of rent 890 1,305 269 241

For pottahs or kabuliyats 3 7 38 72

For ejectment 18 76 14 3

Other suits under the Rent Law... 15 27 29 43

Total 926 1,415 350 359

The most noticeable features in the returns are the total absence

of suits for enhancement of rent in the Province during the past vear, and

the large increase of suits for arrears of rent and for ejectment in Sylhet

Of 3,119 "other suits" filed in 1877, 2,579 were suits for im

moveable property and 184 for declaration of right to the same. The total

number of suits for the enforcement of matrimonial rights was 208, as

compared with 343 in the whole of the Lower Provinces of Bengal. In

the Valley districts alone there were 143 suits of this description, com

pared with 102 in 1876 and 156 in 1875. With respect to them, the

District Judge reports that in almost every case the evidence is of araeagre

and unsatisfactory character. It is hardly possible to do justice between
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the parties under the circumstances, and the Judge's suggestion that a law

should be passed, rendering tho registration of marriage among the

Assamese compulsory, or at least optional, is worthy of consideration.

sou. how disposed of. 127'• The manner in which suits were dis

posed of during the past four years was as

follows :—

Withdrawn, ti^MjvI
Year. compromised, „ !? Contested. Total.

confWd. id "J*"*-

1874 7,485 5,371 6,404 19,260

1875 7,816 5,645 7,850 21,311

1876 7,756 5,786 6,651 20,193

1877 7,984 6,918 5,987 20,889

From the above, it appears that in the past year the proportion

of contested cases was 28*6 per cent., as compared with 32-4 per oent. in

the previous year, while in Sylhet and Cachar the ratio was only 23 per

cent., or les<s than the average in Bengal; in the Valley districts it was as

hioh as 376 per cent. The difference in the results in Goalpara as com

pared with those in Nowgong and Sibsagar, as shown in the margin, is

Proportion cvntesttd «uti. very marked. The fact tbat in Goalpara the

Nowgong"".' ^per"nt- people and the pleaders are more intelligent and

Sil>*>p»r 40 "„ better educated than in the districts further up

the Valley of the Brahmaputra may, as has been suggested by the Judge,

in some measure account for this feature in the returns. The character

given to the vakeels as a body at Nowgong is far from favourable, and it

may be that cases which ought not to have come into court at all are

taken up by them, and.that suitors are induced to resist just claims. Tho

High Court has taken action, at the instance of the District Judge, with a

view to inducing a better class of men to practice at the bar in Assam.

DeuiUutoK.it. decided. 128- The result of trials for the past two

years is shown below:—

187«. 1877.

Judgment for plaintiff 11,571 12,105

Judgment for defendant 6,410 6,823

Compromised 1,864 1,961

The percentage of cases won by plaintiffs or compromised during

year under review was 57*95 and 9'4 per cent., respectively, somewhat

less tban in Bengal. The percentage of cases won by the defendant

was correspondingly greater, being 3265 per cent, against 23-8 per cent,

in the Lower Provinces. It may be that, with an inferior bar in Assam,

cases are brought before the courts which in Bengal would not be insti

tuted. Want of skill also probably affects the case of a plaintiff more

seriously than it does the defence.

129. 180 applications under Section 119, Act VIII. of 1859 were

Applications under section 119, disposed of during the year under report. 7 6 such

am via. vi m». applications were granted ; tho corresponding

figures for 1876 being 86 applications granted out of 168 presented.

130. Of the 20,889 suits disposed of in Assam during the past year,

vuae of .niu disposed of. 1 1 onl.v exceeded lis. 5,000 in value, as Compared

with 18 in the previous year. 17,847 suits, or

§j-4 per cent, of the whole, were of less than Ks. 100 in value. Of

H
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338 cases decided in the revenue courts of the Valley districts, 6 only

exceeded Rs. 100 in value, while of the rest 253 were petty suits

involving a value of less than Rs. 20.

131. The following figures show the action taken in execution of

Decree» execute decrees in the Province during the past three

years : —

Year. Completely. Pirtiallj. AmonnMwlliecL

1875 -2.903 7,351 3,01.995

IH7G 2.981 8,149 2.55,459

1877 2,093 7,277 2,86,803

Of the 7,277 decrees shown as partially executed, 5,478 werr

cases in whii'h the judgment creditor did not proceed, and in 1,7У1>

eases only were partial realizations made. Including cases completely

executed, the average amount realized was only Rs. 47-1, a fignre

much lielow that resulting in Bengal (Rs. 111-3). Oonsiderin^

t ho inciv:i?o in the number of suits disposed of during the year, an in-

crenso in the number of applications for execution seemed probable. This

followed in Svlhet and Cachar, but in the Valley districts there vr:is

n marked decrease in the number of decrees executed. The amount

reali/.ed there, however, as well as in the other districts, increased

considerably.

The total number of decrees satisfied without execution in 1877

п.«и,м«,Е«1,,шю1Леисп. WÍIS 479. compared with 977 in 1876. The

t""1- amount thus realized was Rs. 20,775 in the past,

as compared with Rs. 20,416 in the previous year.

132. The following table shows the number and nature of

coercive pro«»«*, coercive processes issued in execution 01

decree during the past three years in all the

courts in Assam :—

Imprb-on- Move-able property.

Attached. Bold.

1,0' 13 380

ImmoTcable property. (Orders under

Section 243,

C. P. C.

Year.

1875

UH'Ilt uf

person. Attached. Sold.

115 1,896

2,395
•2.828

105

861

1.020

2

11K70 170 1,076 415

1,047 4401877 134 1

The number of persons imprisoned has decreased and the number

of cases in which moveable property was sold has increased. The

number of decrees executed by possession being given has increased

slightly, the figures being 965 cases in 1877, against 926 in 1876.

133. The number of original miscellaneous cases of a judicial nature

instituted, disposed of, and pending in the
Original miscellaneous cases. , r , . ' * * . ,

regular courts in Assam during the past

two years were as follows:—

Year. Instituted. Disposed of. Pending.

187Ü 2,020 2,006 293

1877 1,930 1,893 298

During the year under report cases of this class in the Province

have decreased. This is due entirely to a falling off' in the business

of the courts in the Valley districts, there having beeil an increase
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in Sylhet and Cachar. The disposals have not quite kept pace with

the institutions, but the increase in the pending files is not material.

134. The number of cases disposed of, their distribution among

courts of the several grades in the Province, and the average duration of

cases during the past year were as follows:—

Number of cases. Averajre duration.

Contested. Uncontested. Contested. Uncontested.

M. D. M. D.

Judges 7 17 2 23 1 20

Subordinate Judges ... 233 432 2 1G 11

Munsifs 5,747 14,453 2 8 1 8

From the above statement it appears that the cases before the

Judges and Subordinate Judges were very rapidly disposed of. The

duration of suits in the munsifs' courts was not unduly long. It must bo

remembered, however, that in Assam there are no separate small cause

courts to attract away petty cases of the class which is most easily

disposed of.

135. The Subordinate Judge of Sylhet is the only officer vested

small cause courts. with small cause court powers. By virtue of

them, he disposed of 455 cases, 120 of which

were contested.

Appellate Jurisdiction. „ 136« . The business disposed of by the High

Business from Assam disposed Court is not very great, as shown bv the

o*b, the High court. following figures, indicating the number of

appeals of each class filed during each of the past two years:—

187«. 1877.

Regular appeals 8 7

Special appeals ll'J 121

Miscellaneous appeals 10 6

During the year under report the decision of the lower court

was reversed or varied in 3 regular, 26 special, and 2 miscellaneous

appeals, the whole number of each class decided on trial being 9 regular,

145 special, and 4 miscellaneous appeals.

137. The number of appeals instituted, disposed of, and pending in

othe, appellate courts to the the, Province during the past three, years, ex-

Prorince. eluding the revenue courts, was as follows:—

1875. 187B. 1877.

Instituted 1.743 1.512 1,206

Disposed of 1,461 1,017 1.327

Tending 525 431 334

The above figures indicate a large decrease in the business of the

appellate courts in the Province. This decrease extended to Sylhet and

Cachar, as well as to the Valley districts, but was most marked in the latter.

The Judge remarks that in the Valley districts the cases are usually of a

simple nature, and the grounds taken on appeal not sustainable. He finds

it necessary to check frivolous applications to his court by refusing to in

terfere with the judgments of the lower courts, except ou very good grounds.
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As regards the conrts of the Deputy-Commissioners, there was an increase

in the number of appeals in Kamn'ip, Sibságar, and Lakhimpnr, and a

decrease i;i the remaining districts. The decrease in Cachar may, as

suggested by the Deputy-Commissioner, be due to a decrease in the

number of original cases disposed of. A similar explanation may apply

to Sylhut, л\ . .« there was a dcerease in the number of original suits tried

on their merits.

The appellate courts having fewer cases to deal with, the pending

files have been considerably reduced. In Sylbet there were four appeals

of over one year's standing pending at the close of the year. These were

cases remanded from the High Court, and were not ripe for decision

before the new year commenced.

The ratio of appeals to original cases decided on the merits was

2O14 percent, in tho past, as compared with 23'12 per cent, in the pre

vious year. In Sylhet, the ratio was 22'14 percent., and in Cachar only

14-U7 per cent. The great distance of the Judge's court from some

of the Valley districts may be an obstacle to presenting appeals in

many cases. In Cachar, however, where they are the least frequent,

the Deputy-Commissioner is the District Judge.

138. The manner in which appeals decided on a hearing were

disposed of is shown in the following table :—

How disposed of.

Confirmed

Modified

Reversed

Remanded ..

Number. Percentage.

1876.

1,137

126

276

65

1877.

903

100

255

36

1S76.

71-4

7-9

17-3

34

1S77.

6978

7-73

19-7

2-79

The proportion of cases in which the decision of the lower conrt

was reversed has increased. In the Valley districts the ratio was 24>22

per cent., while in Sylhet it was 1.V5 per cent. It is satisfactory to

observe that but few cases have been remanded on appeal. In. Sylhet,

I'U per cent, only wore so dealt with.

139. The following table shows the number and value of the appeals

Aprils ,i¡spos«i or, ciassc.1, and of the several classes disposed ofduring the past

Taim-ii. year in the court* of the District and Subordi

nate Judges:—

Bmall Gau»

Court Class

3 Kent

suits.

Other

clase.
Number. Value.

•Rs.

Total.

Not exceeding Rs. 10... 60 46 91 197 1,'210

Ditto 50... 293 ЗЯ 205 536 15,122

Ditto 100... 165 8 103 276 20.285

Ditto 500... 140 7 116 263 58.220

Ditto l.OdO... 19 13 32 22,744

Ditto 5,000... 7 11 18 36,790

m ¿ i ( Number ...
Tutal 1 Value Rs.

684

79,204

99

2,937 72,230

639 1,322

1J54Ï371

The proportion of cases of small value is very large (76'3 per cent)

The average value of each appeal was only Us. 116.
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140. The manner in which the original cases decided were dis-

G^mrai and administrative tributed between the several grades of courts

work done. was as follows :

Original snlts. Miscellaneous cases.

1876. 1877. 1876. 1877.

Judges 16 24 554 424

Subordinate Judges 756 605 533 554

Munsifs 19,073 20,200 7,170 8,487

141. In the Valley districts of Assam Proper temporary amins only

„ . were employed during the year, and the receipts
Ciril Conrt Amins. r . o » ■>/->%"

covered the expenditure. In feylhet and (Jachar,

where the amins employed were permanent, the receipts amounted to

Rs. 1,663 only, against Rs. 1,920, the disbursements, not including

charge for pensions.

142. The number of local inquiries held in the past year was 156.

The number held in the previous year was 187.
Local inquiries. , i i • n « *

lhe decrease has occurred chiefly in cases of

small value.

143. The following figures represent the receipts of the civil

_ _ . . , courts in this Province, and the proportion of
Cost of Civil Courts in Assam ' < . ' .

and receipts on account of court- costs ot esta! iiisliment properly dobitable to civil

justice:—

Tear. Receipts. Expenditure. Surplus.
Its. Its. Rs.

1876 .- 2.31.963 2,28,304 3,659

1877 2,33,925 2,06,837 27,088

In the Report for 1876, it was shown that the expenditure of

the civil courts largely exceeded the receipts. The contrary result,

arrived at in the above table, is due to a deduction of two-thirds of the

charges, as representing roughly the proportion of cost debitable to other

than the Civil Department. For 1877, as explained above, a share of

the cost onlv, proportionate to the time devoted to civil judicial duties,

has been treated as a charge. In the figures for both years a share of

the salary of the Judge of Sylhet has been treated as expenditure.

The surplus shown for 1877 is considerably greater than that

for 1876, but the figures for the latter year, it will be observed, are

approximate only. The fact may be accepted, however, that, as a whole,

the civil courts in Assam are self-supporting.

144. The ratio of civil suits to population in the Province during

Ratio of suit, to population. the J*™ ™d°T reP0r* WaS "5 Per Cent, it Was

greatest (-9 per cent.) in Lachar, and least ("3

per cent.) in the Valley districts.

The New Code of Civil Procedure came into force late in the

year under report.
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SECTION 7.—REGISTRATION.

145. The following table shows the work done by, and the financial

position of. the Registration Department in this Province during the year

under review, as compared with the year 1876-77 :—

Total number
of registrations.

Receipts. Expenditure,

1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78. 1877-78.

Percentage of
column 4 on
colnmr. 3.

1876-77. 1877-78.

Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P.
1

1,907 2,056 1.968 5 9 1,772 8 0 1.788 r> 4 1,732 18 10 90-7 9TS

S>-lhet 4,713 6..104 9,412 (' C 11,0.16 0 4 5.942 n 6 6,857 15 11 63-1 62$

738 2,096 888 0 0 1,963 11 0 1,160 2 1 1,732 6 130-6
ISi-J557 6*8 928 1.'. I' 802 9 0 1,026 11 h 1,061 1 1 110-5

65 92 292 3 0 272 8 11 387 11 6 350 10 a 132-6 128-*

Nowpong 291 318 631 5
<■•

772 2 0 502 ti 0 676 4 89-7 87-5
Sil^apir 652 821 869 4 0 1,503 4 l> 765 4 1 1,275 10 0 8S-4 S4-S

81 110 216 0 0 284 6 Oj 113 13 6 213 3 8 82 7 75-0

9,004 12,342 18,202 * ( 18,426 14 1 11,684 • 7 13,900 9 0 76-8 75<

Office of Officer in
Charge of Kenis-

.... .... 3 0 0 796 4 S 1,908 3 8  

trution Depart
ment.

Grand Totnl 9,004 12,342 16,202 6 • 18,429 14 1 12,480 10 10 15,808 12 8 82-9 S5-8

It will be seen from the above statement that in 1877-78, 12,342

documents were registered, as compared with 9,004 documents registered

in 1876-77, and that the receipts during the year under review exceeded

the receipts during the preceding year by Rs. 3,224-8-4. The expendi

ture likewise exceeded that of 1876-77 by Rs. 2,216-2-5.

There was a very remarkable increase in the total number of

registrations, amounting to 37 per cent. In each district except Kamriip,

a greater number of documents were registered than in 1876-77, which is

a very encouraging sign. In the districts of Sylhet and Goaipfira, the

increase was very marked, in fact, in the latter district the number

of registrations was nearly trebled. In the year 1876-77, there

were three deficit districts. In the year under review there wen'

two such districts only. Omitting the charges incurred in the office of

the Officer in Charge of the Registration Department, the percentage

of expenditure upon receipts fell from 76 8 to 75'4;but, on the whole,

there has been an improvement in the financial position of the department.

Under the new table of fees recently sanctioned by the Governor-

General in Council a still further improvement is anticipated.

146. The following synopsis of Registration Form II. shows a very

marked increase, more than 54 per cent., in the number of compulsory

registrations, as compared with the year 1876-77; this increase is mainly
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doe to the numerous registrations of leases in the districts of Sylhet and

Goalpara :—

Optional registrations.
, * N "Wills and

Year. Compulsory Affecting iui- Affecting authorities to Total,
registrations. moveable moveable adopt,

property. property.

1876-77 4,981 2,411 1,5-29 83 9,004

1877-78 7,693 2,790 1,783 76 12,342

Comparison +2,712 +379 +254 —7 +3,33 S

147. The aggregate value of property transferred by documents

brought to the several offices for registration was considerably • more

daring the year under review than in the preceding year, as will appear

from the following statement:—

District.

Total aggregate value.

1876-77. 1877-T8.

Increase or
decrease.

Cachar

Bylhet

(ioalpara

Kamrup

Llarrang

Nowgong

Sibsagar

Lakliimpur

Total

3,47,885

14,09,773

1,07,809

2,61,046

47,237

2,46,819

3,59,029

69,949

3t»

3,42,320

21,05,555

1,77,092

1,83,497

45.904

3,92,141

7,27,843

1,50,968

—5,563

+ 6,95,782

+69,283

—77,549

—1.333

+ 1,45,322

+3,08,884

+ 81,019

28,49,547 41,25,320 + 12,75,773

148. The miscellaneous work of the department during the year

1877-78, as compared with the previous year, is shown in the'following

statement:—

1876-77

1877-78

Year.

Powers of
attorney

nntuciitiuahnl.

103

ISO

278

250

.£ ^ ?i
o = a

&3»

|||
"5.- - 3J

'Si
I

.1

- -

47

52

76

100

402

4.'J 7

8 .

The receipts on account of miscellaneous operations amounted to

Its. 7,209, against Ik. 0,513 in 1870-77.



56 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

149. No change was made during the year in the number of regis

tration offices at head-quarter stations and sub-divisions. Of the rural

offices, that at Karimganj was abolished from the 1st June, 1877.

From the same date an experimental office was opened at Ratabari, in

Sylhet. for the convenience of some influential planters living in the

vicinity; but it was found that in the first two months of its existence

only '23 documents were presented for registration, and the office was

consequently closed on the 1st September following. A new rural

office was opened in March, 1878, at Rajnagar, with jurisdiction over

thanahs Uajnagar and Hingajiya.

As far as the Chief Commissioner can at present judge, there

is no call for the extension of the rural sub-registry system in this

Province.

150. No prosecutions were instituted under the Registration Act

during the year under report.

151. There was a very marked increase during the year in the

number of marriage contracts registered, as compared with the previous

year. The registration of these deeds is entirely confined to the Sarma

Valley districts. Deeds of divorce are confined to Sylhet. There was

a slight increase during the year in this class of documents. Considering

the number of cases relating to marriage which come before the courts

in this country, and the difficulty of producing legal evidence of

marriage, any increase in the number of marriage contracts registered

is to be regarded with satisfaction.

152. The Registration Department was instrumental in bringing to

light during the year a large number of documents which were insuffi

ciently stamped. In the Sylhet district alone 45 documents were

impounded.

SECTION 8.—MUNICIPALITIES.

153. The number of municipal institutions in the Province was

increased by one during the year under report : the station of Dibrugarh

having been declared a township under Act VI. of 1868 (B.C.) from

the commencement of the year. These institutions are now as follows :—

Gauluiti.—Originally a Municipality under Act III. (B.C.) of

18IÍ4; now a first-class Municipality under Act V. (B.C.) of

1876.

Goal para, Dibrugarh, and Sylhet.—Originally Towns under Act

VI. (B;C.) of 1868; now second-class Municipalities under

Act V. (B.C.) of 1876.

Silchar.—Originally a Chaukidari Union under Act XX. of 1856;

ПОЛУ a Union under Act V. (B.C.) of 1876.

154. In all other sadar and sub-divisional stations in the Assam

Valley (except Dhubri, the extension to which of the Municipal Act is

under the Chief Commissioner's consideration) there is a fund called
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the Town Improvement Fund, the receipts of which are derived from a

graut made from Imperial Funds, as a specific addition to the Provincial

assignment, in lieu of the revenue of the town mouzahs, which used

formerly to be assigned for town improvements. This Fund is at the

disposal of the Civil Officers, and not of a Committee.

155. The small extent, and smaller commercial importance, of towns

in Assam can be best understood from the fact that the whole receipts

of the regular municipalities under all heads, including unexpended

balance of previous year, amounted to only Bs. 1,00,931-6-2. In the

previous year, the total income was Bs. 82,Í88-8-7, showing an increase

of Us. 18,742-13-7. This increase is chiefly due to the transactions of

the town of Dibrugarh, which were hitherto treated under Town

Improvement Fund, having been shown during the current year under

Municipalities.

The expenditure of the year amounted to Bs. 60,090-11-5, as

compared with Bs. 58,739-12-2 during 1870-77. The details of expen

diture are best reviewed by taking the towns separately.

156. In Goálpára, the receipts of the year amounted to Bs. 4,986

and the expenditure to Bs. 3,716, as against Rs. 4,134 originally esti

mated to be received and expended. The
1рага- apparent increase in receipts is due to the omission

of the opening balance from the original estimate, whereas there was

actually a balance of Rs. 1,053. The actual receipts of the year

fell somewhat short of the estimated amount. The short expenditure

does not call for any comment. The Chairman observes in his

Report that the limited funds at the disposal of the Commissioners

do not allow of any large works being undertaken, but that the duties of

maintenance, conservancy, and police were properly carried out.

From a census taken in March last, it appears that there is a

population of 5,946 within municipal limits, and the incidence of actual

taxation per head is 10 annas 4 pie, while that calculated on the total

receipts, including opening balance, is 10 annas 6 pie.

157. In Gauháti, tho receipts, including the unexpended balance of

previous year, amounted to Rs. 24,823, and the

expenditure to Rs. 23,982, as against Rs. 23,640

and Rs. 22,988, originally estimated for. Here, again, no opening

balance had been shown in the original estimate of receipts, which

accounts for nearly the whole of the increase under this head. The

excess in expenditure is chiefly under the head " Miscellaneous."

This expenditure is chiefly due to the cost of coolies maintained

by the Municipality, and supplied on payment to private parties for such

purposes of conservancy as cleaning compounds, &c. The difficulty of

obtaining labour in Assam is said to render such a system necessary.

The expenditure on this account is all recovered from the people to whom

the coolies are supplied, and tho recoveries are shown in the accounts as

miscellaneous receipts. This system has the objection of exaggerating the

revenue and expenditure of the municipality, but it is open to question

whether the transfer of such expenditure to a subsidiary suspense

account would not bo equally objectionable in other respects.
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During the year two new serais were built, some new roads

oponed and others metalled, and the maintenance and conservancy of

the town were generally attended to. There is, however, mach to be

done betöre the conservancy ot' the town can be deemed even moderately

satisfactory. Towards the close of the year a steamer was built to order

in the Government Dockyard at Calcutta for ferry purposes, bnt it was

not paid for. and its cost will have to be spread over the current and

next year. The toll collected at the steam-ferry during the first month

it worked was Us. (Ю5.

The incidence per head of population, calculated on the income

from taxation, was 1.'5 annas 5 pie, but it must be remembered that more

than half of this income is derived from ferries, and that a great portion

ol the ferry -tolls are paid by people living beyond municipal limits.

15S. In Dibrugarh, the receipts, including the unexpended balance

of previous year, amounted to Us. 19,131, and

the expenditure to Rs. 5,744. No regular

estimate for the IMhrucrarh Town Fund was sanctioned. Act VI.

(B.C.) of 18(>S, was only extended to the town on 1st April, 1877, and

a budget had previously been sanctioned for the Town Improvement

Fund of the whole district of Lakhimpur. This being the first year

of the municipality, it was not possible to carry out work to the full

extent proposed. But the conservancy of the town was attended to. and

several projects for improving the town were taken into consideration.

At present, both the town roads and the conservancy arrangements

are in a lamentably backward state. It is hoped that in a short time

considerable progress mav be made in town improvements.

The incidence per head of population of actual taxation was 3

annas У pie.

159. The receipts of the year of the township of Sylhet,

including the unexpended balance of previous
Sylhct" years, amounted to Rs. 20,410, and the expen

diture to Rs. 13.86R, as compared with Rs. 17,472 originally estimated

to be received and expended. No opening balance was included in

the original estimate of receipts, which omission accounts for Rs. 5,145

of the increase under "Receipts."

The receipts under all heads of income were in excess of the

amounts estimated, the increase under "Ferries" amounting to over

Rs. 3,500, as compared with the income of 1876-77. There is a great

increase under the head "House-tax," due to a revised assessment.

The incidence per head of population of actual taxation was

Re. 1-3-4; but hero again more than half of the receipts from taxation is

due to ferry-tolls, of which only a small portion is paid by the inhabit

ants of the town.

The short expenditure of the year is chiefly under "Public

Works," and is due to some of the metalling provided for not

having been done for want of materials. Some metalling was, however,

done, and existing roads were properly maintained. Some revision of

the boundaries of the town appear to be necessary, and arc under con
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sideration. The constitntion of the Committee was not in accordance

with the Act, and a revised Committee has been appointed since the close

of year.

160. In Silchar the receipts amounted to Rs. 25,579, and tho

expenditure to Rs. 12,781, as compared with
snehar- Rs. 21,782 and Rs. 12,190 originally estimated

for. Rs. 16,900 of the receipts are due to the opening balance,

and the actual income of the year was only Rs. 8,679. The

balance has, therefore, been reduced by about Rs. 4,000, Rs. 3,000

of which were expended on improving communications in the

neighbourhood of Silchar. The roads in the station were repaired

and re-metalled, and are now in fair condition, and a good deal was

done to improve drainage. A new police thannah and pound were

built, and a contribution was made towards the construction of a serai.

The conservancy of the town was attended to, and land was

purchased for a new latrine. The incidence per head of population,

calculated on the income from taxation amounting to Rs. 7,513, was

Rs. 2-0-2; but under the head of " Taxation" are included receipts from

ferries (Rs. 3,135), mela (Rs. 935), sale of bazaar lands (Rs. 1,100),

fisheries (Rs. 78), which can hardly be regarded as taxation. The

incidence of actual taxation is very small.

161. From these remarks, it will be seen that no works of impor

tance were carried out during the year, but the general duties of main

tenance and conservancy were attended to. The Chief Commissioner

considers that there is still much room for improvement in the adminis

tration of Municipal funds. During the current year the Bengal Consoli

dated Municipal Act (Act V. of 1876) has been extended to Assam, and it

is hoped that the very clear rulings therein laid down as to the duties and

powers of the Commissioners will be attended to.

It may be noticed that in most of the Municipalities the amount

expended on conservancy bears a very small proportion to the total

expenditure. In the small thinly-populated towns of Assam it is not

possible to have elaborate conservancy arrangements such as are essen

tial in larger cities. A good deal of the money included under the head

of "Maintenance and repair of roads" is expended in clearing side

drains, &c. ; and in Assam there is nothing of more importance than

ensuring that the rainfall is allowed to drain off properly. Other sani

tary requirements of towns, such as a good water-supply, &c, are

beyond the means of the present municipalities of Assam, but the Chief

Commissioner believes that due attention is paid to tho cleaning of

tanks.
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SECTION 9.—MILITARY.

l (¡2. The distribution of the military force in the Province during

the v<vir is shown in the annexed statement:—

ïït L'illlcut.

Stations. Strength.

Tîcful-qnarteTS. Ontposts.
British

Officers.

Satires oí

all ranks.

Cachar Cachar .. 8 504

50

40

92

42iul Assam Light Infantry ...

43nl Ditto ditto

Shillong

Monierkhal ...

6 648

52

50

47

49

Saroaguting...

Jowai

Dibnigarh ...

Cliargola

4

1

621

125

46

24

14

59

Pohamukh ...

Sesri

Wokha 1

44th Sylhct Light Infantry ... Sliillong

Gauháti

Tezpur

5

2

483

247

113

59

Movement*.

103. The relief of the local regiments having been carried out

during the cold season of 1877-78, the following

change of stations took place : The 42nd Assam

Light Infantry moved up from Gauháti to Shillong; the 43rd Assam

Light Infantry moved up from Shillong to Dibrngarh; and the 44th Sylhet

Light Infantry moved down from Dihrugarh to Gauháti. Ganháti having

been given up as a head-quarters station owing to its unhealthiness, the

head-quarters of the 44th Sylhet Light Infantry moved up to Shillong

leaving a half battalion at Gauháti.

164. A detachment of the 44th Sylhet Light Infantry, strength

41 Natives of all ranks, iu;irched from Golághát

on the 13th July, 1877, for Samaguting, to

reinforce the police at that station, a movement necessitated by the

hostile attitude of the Nagas. A punitive expedition under the command

of Captain Brydon, 42nd Assam Light Infantry, consisting of two British

officers and 210 fighting men of that regiment, with 236 non-combatants

(75 hospital attendants, 156 coolies, and 5 servants), proceeded from

Ganháti on the 19th November, 1877, for the Naga Hills. This

detachment attacked and captured the village of Mozemah, against

which the movement was directed.

Field operations.
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A reinforcement of 100 men of the 43rd Assam Light Infan-

under the command of Lieutenant Macgregor, 44th Sylhet Light

Infantry, left Dibrugarh for Mozemah upon the 27th December, 1877.

The Manipur detachment, increased to 92 fighting men, under

the orders of the Political Agent at Manipur, marched early in January

from Manipur, to make a demonstration in tho rear of the hostile

The Golághát detachment, increased to fifty men, under

Captain Beresford, 43rd Assam Light Infantry, proceeded to Wokha to

co-operate with Captain Brydon's force, and, if necessary, to check any

demonstrations from the Naga tribes in that direction.

The refractory villages having given in their submission, and

baving paid the fines imposed upon them, the force was withdrawn,

AVokha being permanently occupied as an outpost, and a force of fifty

men being left at Samaguting as a precautionary measure for the

present.

A detachment of the 44th Sylhet Light Infantry, consisting of

25 men under a Native Officer, was despatched on 20th November, 1877,

from Dibrugarh to Lakhimpur, as an escort for the survey party,

proceeding up the Subausiri Valley under Lieutenants Woodthorpe and

Багman.

A detachment of the 43rd Assam Light Infantry, consisting of

40 men, was despatched from Dibrugarh in January. 1878, to escort

the survey party under the command of Lieutenants Woodthorpo and

Harman up the Valley of tho Brahmaputra north-east of Sadiya.

No collision with the hill tribes took place.

165. New stockades have been constructed at Wokha, Alinagar, and

Chargola during the year under review, the
Ontposts. stockades of Alinagar and Chargola being moved

some few miles further south.

Nowgoug was given up as a military station, as also was

Golághát.

The outposts of Mainadahar and Jirighat were also given up on

account of their extreme uuhealthiness.
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CHAPTER IV.

PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION.

SECTION 1.—WEATHER and CROPS.

166. The weather throughout the year under review was, generally

speaking, favourable for agricultural operations. The Sali and Aus

rice crops gave a fair outturn, and the other crops, such asjute, mustard,

sugarcane, pulse, &c, were fairly good.

The Province was not visited by any cyclone, severe storm, or

inundation, with the exception of the southern portion of Sylhet, where

a storm caused some damage to the crops and houses.

In some districts the Sali crop suffered partially, owing to the

unseasonable rainfall; but, on the other hand, the Aus crop was abundant,

and no distress was experienced. The high prices of the previous year

continued, however, to prevail during the year under report The

famine in Southern and Western India was probably, as regards the

Surma Valley at least, the cause of the continuation of these high prices.

As, however, increased facilities of communication tend to cause increased

exportation of food-grains, it is oxtremely doubtful if the prices of these

grains will ever fall to their former level.

167. The following statement shows the rainfall registered in each

district of the Province during the years 1875, 1876, and 1877.

Stations.

Surma Valley Districts.

Sylhet ..

Cachar

, Sylhet

(Silchar

\ Hiiilakandi

Brahmaputra Valley Districts.

{Goalpara

Dhubri ..

iGauhati ..

Barpeta •.

Ooalpara

Kamnip ..

Darrang { Maiifcaldiii.

Nowgong {Sfga^:

1876. 1876. 1877.
Average of pre
ceding ax jears.

183-79 150-73 158-23 157-83

132 53 141-62 12803 118-94

104-78 100-47 94-92 100-57

97-57 87-89 80-30 92-47

9164 94-50 6895 9315

54-88 6586 56 66 60-71

9G-06 113-22 7588 97-61

84 03 5815 7303 74 05

6(5-22 64-67 5002 65-59

69-59 63-90 54-91 90-62

103-28 83-73 92-60 101-87
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Stations. 1875. 1876. 1877.
Average of pre
ceding six years.

Brahmaputra Valley Districts.—(Contd.)

, ( Jorhat
Slbs4Sar iGoligbfc

fDibrngarh

.... J North Lakhimpur
Lakhimpur j J:lipUrt

( Sadiya

Bill Districts.

v, , . , ( Shillong

Jamua Hills. "|Jowai

Giro Hills Tura

Niga Hills Samaguting

8454

7924

104-29

140-07

100 21

321 -45

241-6G

119-70

59-07

70-27

7681

100-97

11711

9800

468-67

307-32

9833

53-76

74-77

78-59

109-00

132-46

10803

104-53

362-86$

361-66

114-33

73-51

• Average of fonr years. t No record. J Since 20th April, 1877.

From this statement it will be observed that the rainfall during

the year in the Brahmaputra Valley was below the average, while, on

the whole, in the Surma Valley and in the hill districts the fall was

above the average.

In the plains districts the rains set in later than usual, and tho

crops suffered to some extent in consequence; but in the hill districts

the reverse was the case, the crops suffering somewhat from excessivo

rain early in the year.

168. The condition of the people is described as generally pros

perous. The prices of food-grains and other agricultural produce

fluctuated but little during the year.

109. The accompanying table gives the average monthly rate in

each district of rice, which may be taken as the standard staple :—
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Average quantities of rice per rupee during the year 1877-78.
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SECTION 2.—AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE.

170. The cultivation at the Shillong Farm was. as in the previous

year, almost entirely confined to experimental sowings of wheat, barley,

and oats. As in former years considerable difficulty had been experienced

in getting these cereals reaped and threshed before the rains set in at

the elevation of the farm, 5,500 feet, experimental sowings were

directed to be made on the left bank of the Umiam river, where this

river is crossed by the Gauháti and Shillong cart-road, at an elevation

of about 4,000 feet.

The sowings made in the autumn of 1877 at the Umiam were,

however, a comparative failure, owing to the poverty of the soil and the

want of manure. On the other hand, the results of the sowings of these

cereals at the Shillong Farm were very much better than in former

years, owing to the increased fertilitv of the soil consequent upon the

application of manure year by year. The experience gained from these

sowings during the last four years shows that wheat and barley will

grow much bettor at an elevation of 4,000 feet than at a higher

elevation, while oats do well at from 4,000 io 5,500 feet. But, whatever

the elevation, the soil in these localities requires to be richly manured,

and the land to be hoed or ploughed when the soil is comparatively dry,

before success can be obtained. Sowing should be commenced in the be

ginning of October. The seed which has been found best suited for these

hills is the seed grown at the farm from Sealkote stock. Some seed-grain,

barley, wheat, and oats, was distributed among several of the Kháíi

Seims, but they paid no attention to the instructions they received, and,

consequently, the sowings made by them proved a failure.

A few vegetables were grown at the farm during the year.

They were readily disposed of at remunerative prices.

The English potatoes sown did verv well, but only one crop

was obtained. The older variety of potato acclimatized in these hills

yields two crops in the year, and is, for this reason, preferred by the

cultivators.

The growth of the fruit-trees has been vigorous. They are

intended as stock plants to graft from.

171. No purchases of live-stock were made during the year. The

live-stock kept at the farm consisted of—

Hans! bulls

„ calves ...

Dliiiliii bull

Kluiro COWS

„ bullock« ...

,, calves

English rain

Nepaulcee sheep

„ lambs

The Khásias cannot bo induced to breed sheep

sheep require too much attention. One Hunsi cow

.. 2

.. 3

.. 1

.. 1

.. 14

.. 3

.. 20

.. 1

. 25

.. 6

They

and a

say that

Manipnri
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calf died during the year ; five bullocks were exchanged for Khasi

cows ; and six lambs were born during the year.

1 72. The permanent establishment entertained at the farm remained

the same as in 1876-77, viz. :—

Rs.

1 sirdar on ... ... ... 60 per mensem.

1 chaukidar on ... ... 12 „ „

1 73. The receipts and expenditure during the year were as

follows :—

Rs. A. P.

Receipts ... ... 977 3 9

Expenditure ... 2,106 16 6

Deficit 1,128 11 9

The deficit in 1876-77 amounted to Rs. 7,395-11-11, owing to

the entertainment for nine months of the year of a European Superin

tendent. The receipts in 1876-77 amounted to only Rs. 499-15-6.

There will always, the Chief Commissioner fears, be a deficit, but

the increase in the receipts is encouraging. Increased cultivation of

vegetables would, probably, reduce the yearly deficit to a nominal sum.

SECTION 3.—FORESTS.

1 74. The area added to the Government forest reserves during the

year was 72-37 square miles in the Goalpara

AremTxd'Sandaries. district. This area comprises the following two

sal forests :—

Area in square

The Sidli forest reserve ... ... ... 68 37

An addition to the second or western part of the

Chirang Duar reserve ... ... \

Total ... 72-37

Besides these, considerable areas of forest in the Goalpara, Kamnip,

Darrang, and Nowgong districts, were inspected by forest officers in

detail, and were demarcated and reported on, with the view of having

them declared forest reserves.

175. The work of demarcating forest boundaries was pushed on

Demarcation wort vigorously during the year over an area of 34

miles in the Cachar division. In the Goalpara

division, the Goma, Ripu, and Chirang reserves were demarcated ; in the

auhati division, the Barduar, Kulsi, and Jara reserves were completed ;

in the Tezpur division, the Khalingduar, Sagunbai, and Kolahat forests ;

and in the Golaghat division, the Mikir Hills reserves were demarcated ;

and thus encroachments on these forests have been effectually prevented.

K
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17o. Valuation Burvevs were carried oat in the Goal para division

over a length of line measuring 19-J- miles, and

an area of 298'6 acres ; they show the follow-

r--*s;*i :—

? .- '-- r= r.'. -Jer one cubit abundant all throneh the foreste.

:- ii-s ire-«, from 1 in 2 cubits 3.877 on a hundred acres.

.-» i::t , 2 t . 3 595 ditto.

V .r:..-.;»-» à::n 3 to 4 ,, 46 ditto.

Tota! 4.518

In t':..' Gauháti division, the valuation surveys estended over

an sr--a oí .'>•>'> acres, and show the following results :—

Barduar Rftrrre.

Sv. '.:::с= u:: ier one cubit al nndant all through the forest.

Sec :.ii--.lasf tree«, irum 1 t-> 2 cubits 1,626 on a hundred acres.

l.'.irJ-' Is'* ditto 2 to 3 ., 927 ditto.

Finrth-cii*» ditto 3 to 4 „ 220 ditto.

!ua diito 4 to 5 17 ditto.

Total 2,790

First tfJdition to the Barduar Referee.

Saplings nniler one cubit abundant all through the forest.

Secnnd-class trees from 1 to 2 cubits 2.657 on a hundred aerea.

Third-cla<s ditto 2 to 3 „ 337 ditto.

Fourth-class ditto 3 to 4 j, 66 ditto.

Fifth-class ditto 4 to 5 4 ditto.

Total 3,064

177. The preparation ofaccurate maps ofthe Cachar forest reserves,

and of the private estates adjoining or included

in them, has received much attention during the

year. Map« of twenty-three of these estates have been completed.

ptotecuoD ana improTcmcn; of 178. The'permanent establishments have been

.strengthened by the following additions :—

1 Sub- Assistant -C nsiTvator, i 4 forest- rangers,

1 clerk, and

2 jieoi.s, j 27 forest-guards.

By those additions, the organization of a forest division for the

district of iSibsairnr was made possible, and the formation of such a

division was sanctioned by the Chief Commissioner.

Trespass by ryots in the reserve forests is very rare in Assam,

as compared with other parts of India, as the forest products ordinarily

required by the Assam ryots are easily obtained free of payment from

the open or district forests, which are of great extent.

Three cases of encroachment upon forest reserves were

brought to light during the year. The most serious of these encroach

ments occurred in the Parbatjuar forest, in G-oálpára, where an are»

of over two square miles was taken possession of by the order of the
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Parbatjuar zemindars. This tract, however, as well as the trees felled,

was recovered by the Department. A case of alleged encroachment upon

the "Kholahat reserve is still under investigation. The third case occurred

in the Mikir Hills reserve; it was discovered at once, and further

encroachment was put a stop to.

179. Notwithstanding the unusual dryness of the season, the work

Protection from jungles. of protecting forests from jungle fires was

earned on with marked success, especially m

the Gauháti division, where the aid and co-operation of the neighbouring

villagers was enlisted in the work. Valuable assistance in this respect was

also received from the inhobitants of a village near the Sidli reserve.

Fire-jirotection is of the first importance in the case of reserved forests,

and without it conservancy operations are mere waste of time and money.

In the Tezpur division fire-protection operations were fairly successful.

The Chief Commissioner considers that if ever the people can be brought

to clearly understand the mischievous effects of carelessly setting fire to

the jungle, fire-protection will be a comparatively easy matter. He

would be glad to think that the operations of the Forest Department

have some educational value from this point of view.

180. Creeper-cutting operations in the sal forests of the Gauháti

division, at a total cost of B* o56-l-9, extended -over an area of five square

miles. This is a most necossary work, as the creepers, if not cut while

young, spoil the shape of the trees, and should be carried out systemati

cally.

181. The improvement of the forest roads was carried out in the

End* «nd Building Gauháti, Tezpur, and Golághát divisions. In

the Goálpára division the forests have become

more accessible by reason of the construction of a new district road. The

forest house at Dhubri, in the Goálpára division, was completed, and

the building of another one at Golághát was commenced and nearly

completed.

C.outchonc plantations. Ц2' ^1». extensions in the CaOUtchoUC

plantations during the year were as follows :—

Cliarduar plantation 143 acres

КпЫ , Jl „

Total 154 „

The growth of the trees in both plantations has been most

vigorous, but the deer were even more destructive than in former years.

However, the new kinds of fencing since introduced have up to date been

sufficient to protect the young trees.

For the purpose of transplanting trees, the nursery has been

extended by about half an acre, and the propagation of rubber-trees by

seed has in the Charduar plantation been most successful, where 37,234

seedlings were alive when last counted. That shading is absolutely

necessary for young seedlings has been established beyond doubt during

the year, and vertical shade is preferable to horizontal, as it causes no

drip. No cuttings were made, as seedlings are hardier and transplant

better.
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183. Ill the timber plantations at the Kulsi, the growth of the trer>

Timber punutiom. nas a^s0 been satisfactory, and, whilst the older

!>lantations were gone over and the trees pruned

earance of 20 acres was made, which has liecn

sown with teak since the close of the year.

The growth of the exotic trees in the Shillong plantation is slow,

and many of the Eucalypti have been killed by frost. The growth of

indigenous trees is satisfactory.

The experimental sowings of the nahor and ajhar in the Gola-

ghat division have been most successful, and the young trees are very

promising.

In the experimental teak plantation at Makum the growth of

the trees has been very good, but the borer is very prevalent, and does

much damage to the trees.

These experimental plantations have all undoubted use, not merely

from an educational point of view, but as testing the suitability of soil

and climate for timber carrying a higher commercial value than the

indigenous forest trees; and, as long as they are conducted with strict

economy, the Chief Commissioner would wish to continue the experi

ments.

184. No change was made in the different systems by which

Yield «nd working. timber is worked out from the forests. The

number of trees felled by the Department was

as follows:—

Go&lpara division 6

Gauh&ti „ 554

Tezpur „ 222

Qolaghat „ 575

Total 1,357

The number of trees sold standing in the reserved forests wa*

297, as compared with 523 in 1876-77. All these trees were converted

into dug-outs. The 4,300 pieces of dead sal-wood worked out by the

Mech Duffadars on their own account in the Goalpara forest division,

and which remained in depdt at the close of last year, were sold, and the

Government revenue, amounting to Rs. 5,578, realized.

185. Under Section 20 of the Forest Rules, the following places in

the Goalpara district were gazetted as stations for the exercise of control

over timber and boats imported from Bhutan, viz.i—

Dutma, on the Langa River.

Rajadabri, on the Uaropila River.

186. In the Cachar division the following licenses were granted, a*

compared with the previous year:—

1876-77. 1877-78.

Bs. Bs.

(1) Licenses for elephants to drag timber 77 197

(2) Licenses for cutting timber, bamboos, canes,

and grass 1,511 2,198
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1 87. The forest produce which passed and paid revenue at Sealtek,

in Cachar, is shown in the following table:—
 

■ -
Firt-wi i k!

Lo^a. Posts and planks. Bamboos. Canes. Qrass, Alc and
eharortil.

Nnmberofbundles.
i

§
Cublocontent*. Cablecontent*.

Numberofrafts.
1
a

\ !

Number.

§

Amount. Amonnt.

§

'o
Amount.

! 1 I

Its. As. P. Rl. As. P. R«. As. P. Bs. As. P. Rs. A. Rs. As.

Ji.293 59.45S 3,777 12 i 87oj 1,214 336 0 8 358,058 447 9 2 19.357 296 0 8 213 532 8 218 27 6

1

188. Seventy-eight specimens of wood were sent from Assam to

the Paris Exhibition.

189. The following Government open or district forests were

gazetted during the year:—

In the Sylhet District.

Area.

The Langai and Singla forest 200 square miles.

In the Lakhimpur District.

The Bhorolwah forest 8- 25 ,,

The Kuddum „ 24- 79 „

The Parapara „ 4175 „

The Upper Dehing „ 236 85 „

The Dehingmukh „ 2148 „

The Jokai ,. ' 20-24 „

The Salaguri „ 106 44 „

Total 459 80

In the Sibsdgar District.

The Panidehingia forest 30 „

The system of timber felling in the open or district forests has

been revised during the year, and rules were prescribed for the collection

of revenue from these forests, in which a distinction was ordered to be

made between superior and inferior forests, the former to be conserved

permanently as forests and the latter to be surrendered for cultivation

if necessary. Rules were also prescribed by the Chief Commissioner

for regulating the payment for valuable timber on land allotted for

purposes of cultivation.

The measures taken for the protection of these forests have

borne good fruit, and they ensure great indirect advantage in educating

the fiscal officers of the Province to understand the advantages and

meaning of forest protection.
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190. The quantity of caoutchouc exported from Assam daring the

last two years is as follows:—

1876-77. 1877-78.

Mannds, Mannd*.

Giro Hills 50 62

Goalpara 1,104 1,170

Kiimrup 227 488

Darrang 853 1,183

Nowgong 1,335 1,206

f.ibsagar 514 44

Lakhimpur 5,114 4,817

Cachar 275 1,290

Sylhet 740 483

Total 10,212 10,743

Financial resuitn. 191. The forest revenue collected, as com

pared with the previous year, was as follows:—

Receipts, 1876-77. Receipts, 1877-78. Increase, 1877-78.

Bi.Ba.Ba.

81,568 1,34,325 52,757

This increase is chiefly to be attributed to the improved system

of collecting forest revenue in the open or district forests. This result

is especially satisfactory, as showing that District Officers are taking a

real interest in forest matters. The expenditure during the year under

report, as compared with the previous year, has been as follows :—

1876-77. 1877-78. Increase.

Budget heads. Rs. Rs. Rs.

A.—Conservancy and w orks 42,004 48,954 6,950

R—Establishments 47,915 51,332 3,417

Total 89,919 1,00,286 10,367

Expenditure may be expected to be high for some years to

come, as long as demarcation and survey work have to be carriedjout.

192. The distribution of receipts and expenditure in the different

divisions is shown in the following table:—

Name of division. Receipts. Expenditnre. Surplus.

Direction
Ganhatl division
Tezpur „
Golnghat „
Goalpara „
Cachar „
Civil Officers

Total.

Its. As. P.

4,018 7 8
8,241 8 8
4,314 8 7
2,183 4 6
9,753 0 4

13,230 13 8
02,8:<2 14 8

Rs. As. P.

15,774 12 6
19,691 6 7
18,671 t 11
9,762 16 !

16,149 11 0
8,916 10 1
11,620 14 6

Rs. As. P.

4,316 8 7
81,312 0 8

1,84,326 11 8 1,00,286 8 *8 85,627 10

Rs. As. P-

11,751 4 9
11,349 18 10
14,256 9 4
7,689 10 8
6,396 10 8

61,688 1 >

The above figures show that the major portion of the forest

revenue was realized by civil officers, and this will be the case for some

years to come, since the more valuable forests in charge of the forest
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officers have been so overworked in former times that they require rest

for the present, and can only be worked to a limited extent.

193. The amount of forest revenue collected in each district during

the year under notice, as compared with the previous year, was as

follows :—

Giro HHU
Ciuorup . .
Nowgong . .
Darrang . .
8ib*igar . .
LakhimjHir
Saga Hills
EVhasi „
Bjlhet

Cachar ...

District

Total

Forest revenue,
1878-77.

Rs. As. P.

9.7H5 9 8
7,178 8 0
IMl 2 0
6,123 7 2
5,647 13 0
2,992 10 0

42 0 0
773 0 0

6,936 0 0

42,346 1 5

Forest revenue,

1877-7a

Rs. As. P.

18,642 7 I
4,523 10 0
8,613 9 3

19,286 | 9
27,221 10 6
8,479 9 0

24 0 0
3,711 2 9
204 1 0

2,126 0 0

92,832 14 8

Increase.

Rs. As. P.

MM 14 2

4,746 7 3
13,102 12 7
21,573 1 3 6
MM is 0

2,938 2 9

204 1 0

56,969 2 3

Decrease.

Rs. As. P.

2,654 14 0

18 0 0

8,809 7 0

6,482 5 0

194. The transactions of the Forest Department during 1877-78

are exhibited under the three major heads in the following table:—

Service beads. Receipt. Charges.
lta. Rs.

I.—Departmental timber operations 15,877 25,037

II.—Other revenue 1,18,448 25,846

III.—Formation, protection, and improvement

of the forests 49,403

Total 1,34,325 1,00,286

195. On the whole, the Chief Commissioner considers the financial

results of the year to be satisfactory. For some time to come excess

expenditure in the management of the reserves must be expected; but

the total forest receipts show a steady increase, and, with fuller estab

lishments, the accounts of future years, it is hoped, will exhibit an ever-

increasing surplus.

SECTION 4.—MINES and MINERALS.

196. There is nothing to add under this head to the information

already given in previous reports.

The nature and extent of the mineral resources of the Province

were fully detailed in the General Administration Report for the years

1874-75 and 1875-76. No further discoveries have to be reported during

the year under review, but some steps have been taken towards utilizing

the information previously obtained.

197. The lime-quarries in the Khasi and Jaintid Hills, which have

hitherto for many years past been held on a monopoly by Messrs. Inglis

& Co., by whom the trade was first developed, will shortly, it is hoped, be

thrown open to the public, as most of me leases held by the above

Company terminate at the close of September, 1878. Colonel Keatingo
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submitted, in June, 1877, to the Government of India a proposition for

breaking up the existing monopoly and putting up the quarries to public

auction on such conditions as would prevent the quarries being again

secured by a single firm, and would restore the lime trade to a healthy

footing of* open competition.

198. An application was received in January, 1878, from a newly-

formed association called the Assam Mineral Oils Company, for the grant of

a concession of land and right to dig for petroleum in the neighbourhood

of Jaipur, in the Lakhimpur district, where large deposits of this

oil are known to exist, and where Mr. Goodenough's attempts to work it

were made in 1868.

The application was very favourably entertained by the Chief

Commissioner, and was forwarded by him, with his recommendation and

suggestions as to the terms of the concession, to the Government of India.

199. There is nothing to add to the general description of the manu

factures of the Province contained in the permanent portion of the

Administration Report for the years 1874-75 and 1875-76. The manu

facture of tea will, as in the two previous reports, be dealt with separately.

200. Tea.—A new form of statement illustrative of the state ot tea

culture in the Province was prescribed during the year by the Govern

ment of India, but many of the planters raised objections to the form

on account of its minuteness, and declined to submit any retnrns what

ever. In several instances the returns received were so incomplete as to

render them worthless for statistical purposes. Some difficulty has also

been experienced in ascertaining the actual number of gardens existing

in each district: small gardens are being continually opened out on lands

taken up under ordinary pottahs, and the existence of these gardens is

often not discovered until a considerable period after the commencement of

operations. For the reasons noted above, the statistics given in this section

can by no means lay claim to correctness, but every endeavour has been

mado to make them as accurate as possible. Figures for the gardens

from which no returns have been received have been extracted from the

returns received in previous years. As stated in last year's report, it is

hopeless to expect to obtain complete returns concerning tea culture for

the whole Province, as long as their submission by the planters is

altogether optional.

201. The total area held under the different kinds of tenures in

force in the Province for the purpose of tea cultivation is as follows:—

SECTION 5.—MANUFACTURES.

Tenure. Number of estates.

Old Assam Rules

Ordinary cultivation leases

Fee-simple

Old ABsam Rules, but since

commuted to fee-simple.

New Thirty-years' Lease Rules

70

906

327

254

72,821 acres.

135,366 „

192,254 „

263,996 „

161 71,646 „

Total 1,718 736,082 „
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According to the detailed district returns, the total area taken up

in the Province for the cultivation of tea (excluding the land taken up as

accessory to the land required for tea cultivation, but unfit for that

parpóse) is 5o8,9(>l acres.

The total outturn of tea during the year, ns shown by the

returns, was 23.352. 2!l<Stb. the average yield per acre having been 28(ith,

an average very close indeed to that given in the General Administration

Keport in this Province for 1874-75 and 1875-70, page 10, para. 48,

where the generally accepted average outturn is stated at 280tt>.

Owing to the widest divergence of opinion on the matter among

the planters, it has been found impossible to give figures for the Province

showing the cost of cultivation and manufacture.

The prices received for tea during the year were generally low,

and are said to have been caused by the market having been flooded

with coarse teas during previous years.

Machinery of all kinds is being introduced into all the large

gardens in the Province. On the whole, the condition of the industry

in Assam may be pronounced satisfactory.

SECTION 6. -TRADE.

202, In last year's report the measures initiated with a view to tho

systematic registration of the trade between Assam and the adjacent

foreign countries were detailed, and the nature of the trade with each of

the several countries and tribes on our border was described.

As the statistics then submitted were oijlj' for the last quarter of the

year 1876-77, and were admittedly incomplete and untrustworthy, no

useful comparison can be made between them and the statistics for

the year under review. Indeed, the Chief Commissioner is not prepared

to say that the statistics for 1877-78 are very much more trustworthy

than those for the preceding year. The means at his disposal for the

collection of tli^se statistics are so inadequate, considering the nature of

the trade and the difficulties inseparable from its due registration, that it

is hopeless to expect correct returns, while, at the same time, the trade is

of too petty a nature to warrant a large expenditure.

The manner in which the frontier trade of the Province is regis

tered was fully described in the Report for 1876-77, and the agency

has remained unchanged. The comparative tables given in this

section must, therefore, be taken for what they are worth, and the

Chief Commissioner has made no attempt to draw any but the most

general deductions from them.

203. The foreign countries and border tribes with which a trading

intercourse is maintained across the frontier of

it) The MMimi Hiiia. this Province are given in the margin. They

«'') STMiiporT НШ*' аге the same as enumerated in the correspond

is.) The LnAai нШа. in<r section of last year's report.—no new
(«.) Hill Tippcrah. ,1 L r j u l l XT

market or outlet tor trade has been opened. .No

change was made during the year in the manner of registering the trade

statistic«, nor in the number or position of the registering stations. This

L
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trnde is, as might be expected from the poverty and uncivilized condition

of the hill tribe*, of an insignificant character and very limited in extent;

it is chiefly confined to petty transactions of barter at the large annual

fairs attended by these tribes, and any considerable expansion of it can

hardly be looked forward to. The want of communications between

this Province and adjoining foreign countries is a formidable obstacle in

the way of any material development of the frontier trade. Routes

practicable for trading purposes across the intervening hills have yet to

be explored, and the establishment of regular commercial intercourse

under such conditions must necessarily be a work of time, and only to

be accomplished with much perseverance and at considerable cost. Some

expansion of the trade with Manipur might be expected, were die

Manipur authorities to lower the rates of duty levied by them upon

imports and exports», but the total value of the frontier trade would not

be much increased thereby.

204. The following statement shows the total,value of the export

and import trade between Assam and the

adjoining non-British territories during the

years 1876-77 and 1877-78, as shown by the

Statist:.-« of trnilo with iidioin

ing iwn-Bnti-U tirrit irk'».

returns:—

Nou-British territories.

Imports into Assam from—

Hliut.in

Naga and Misliiui Hilta ..

Hiil Tipperah

Lushai Hills

Mauipur

1876-77. 1877-78.

Value. Value. Increase Decrea«:

Ks.

91.546

58,034

35,256

34,363

5,231

Rs.

1,60,074

44,771

3,70,164

1,13,875

45,362

in 1677-78. in 1677-7»,

Bi. B*.

68,528

3,34,908

79,512

40,131

13,263

Total 2,24,430

Exports from Assam into—

Bhutan 1,198,423

Nasa and Mishmi Hills 23,536

Hill Tipperah 3,107

Lushai Hills 17,360

Mauipur 29,780

7,34,246 5,09,810

80,969

35,330

18,741

42,194

70,716

11,794

15,634

24.834

40,936

1,17,454

Total 2,72,206 2,47,950 24,256

From this statement it appears that, whereas in 1876-77 the

exports from Assam exceeded in value the imports into Assam, the

converse took place in 1877-78, when the total value of the export trade

amounted to less than one-third of the value of the import trade. It

was observed indeed, in last year's report, that "the tendency of half-

civilized frontier tribes would seem ordinarily to be to take away specie

to be utilized, probably, partly in making ornaments, and partly аз а

medium of exchange and a convenient means of storing property," and,

therefore, an excess in the aggregate value of the imports over the

exports in the frontier trade of the entire Province is a result to be

expected. Whether, however, the excess of imports over exports is so

preponderating as would ¡un.car from the above (able may be well

doubted ; but it should be noted that this excess is mainly due to the
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returned import trade with Hill Tipperah and the Lushai Hills, the

trade with which countries, consisting principally of timber and bamboos,

floated down the hill streams during the rains, is almost entirely suspen

ded during the cold season, and consequently did not appear in the

returns for 1876-77. The excess of exports over imports, too, shown in

the report for last year was due to the large amount of silk, to the

value of Rs. 1,45,943, reported as taken from the Kamriip district into

Bhutan. These figures, which were then noticed as open to great

suspicion, are now admitted to be incorrect. Hence, also, the apparent

falling off during the year under report in the export trade from Assam

into Bhutan. The decrease in the import trade with the Naga and

Mishnii Hills is believed to be real.

205. The following table shows the principal articles of import and

export, and their total value, as compared with the previous year :—

Imports.

Imports into Asmara from Timber. Bamboos. Caoutchouc. Blanket*.
/■

1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78.

Be.
128

Rs. Rs. Rs.
13,230
46,110

Rs.
14.519
35,032

Rs.
18515

Rs.
76,630

rttga and Mushmi Hills
"265
8,170

1,37,670
21,753
6,623

14,44(1 1,39,699
2,293

10,050

6,150
27,630

210
SO
18

83,857

850

8,875 1,64,669 14,488 1,61,942 93,380 jl,33,758 18,216 75,630

Imports.—(Continued. )

Imports into Assam

from
Cotton,"raw.

Horses and
ponies.

Wax. Gold.
Cotton piece-
goods (Indian).

1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78.

Rs. Bs. Bs.
18,640

Bs.
16,492

Rs.

6,900

Rs. Rs. Rs.
15,320

Rs. Rs.
1,461Bhutan lu.794

4,564
4

Naga and Mishmi
Hills.

Hill Tipperah .... 13,330
610
350

65,223
686
886 8,010 5,420

' 750
450

652
349

"4
766

"*60
8,728

Total.... 14,290 66,299 21,660 | 21,912 I 8,100 I 16,269
'III

.... | 16,320 774 I 10,239

Exports.

Silk manufac
tures.

Betel-nuts.
Cotton piece-

goods(European ).
Cotton piece-

goods (Indian).
Exports from Assam into

1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. '1877-78. 1876-77. ,1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78.
1

Rs.
1,50,315

4,672

Rs. Rs. Rs.
1,036

Rs.
4.566
1,876
150

2,676
2,388

Rs. Rs. Rs.
19,616Bhutan 32,809

7,895

1,120 144
1,973
1,047
6,278

17,615

Hill Tipperah
""si "iio "is*

"il

1,55,008

11 2b;ooo 26,993

40,716 21,120 28,081 11,505 27,067 110 20,000
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Exports.—( Continued.)

E-íp rt« frum As*am into
(Luru ¡«Я1П).

СоПоп t-1"!«!

(lüü.iUj.

Opium. SaJt

1870-77 1S77-78. 1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-7». 187Í-77.' 1877-7«.

В! n':4i 580 83«

Ï.ÔIJO 17^93 3.407 S.5Í3

«3 1

Hll! Tipj* p»íi

iî 307 1^83 1U)7«Lu-1 at Hill* 76 1П7

1 1 ,«44

....

Uanifur

Total . . 7« 11.751 3ïi 1,143 1 9J*X> 17,893 5,¿0e 17.777

This statement exhibits an increase in the export trnde in each

article of trade except silk manufactures. The apparent falling off in the

silk trade has already been explained to be due to an exaggerated return

of the exports in the preceding year.

SECTION 7.—PUBLIC WORKS.

20G. General.—The year under report was favourable, in respect

of accidents from storms, floods, and earthquakes, îïo damage of any

consequence occurred from these causes.

207. The following abstract will present a general view of tie

budget grants and expenditure of the year:—

Original

bmipct trnuite.
ïtoal grant. Ontlar.

IMPERIAL SERVICES— Rs.

39400

Rs.

54400

Rs.

56710

Civil BiiiUini's 18,130 18,130 14419

K-sl ablisliincnt 14070 14070 17746

Tools and plant 1 100

lîarrack Department 1 Ot)0 1 000 952

Total, Imperial Services 7-2,600 87,600 90,927

Civil HuiUlin<rs 1 97 000 205 110 210 Rf,9

2 10 100 2,53490 2 38 041

Miscellaneous Public Improvements. 9(Ю

2 5-2 000

900

2,52000

1,257

2 44 352

Tools and plant 20,000 24.0CO 22777

Prulit and loss 705

735500 7 18001

Suspense balances 10.000 10,000 —5816

Total Provincial Services 6,95,500 7,45,500 7,1-2.185

Civil BuildinCT 700 5,700 54'8

Communications 57,233 73,268 60444

Miscellaneous Public Improvements.

Establishment

500 16,500 lfi,170

516

Tools and plant

Total Local Services 58,433 95,408 8'' 553

i

Grand Total 8 26,533 9,28,568 885670



PUBLIC WORKS. 77

There has been a marked improvement in the proportion that

establishment charges bear to the cost of works and repairs.

208. Military Works.—The military works on which expenditure

was incurred during the year were all of a minor character. The more

important of them were the following :—Substituting iron for thatch on

the roof of the Commissariat godown at Sadiya; metalling the main

roads of the cantonments at Dibrugarh and Silchar; altering the

Artillery Barracks at Shillong to accommodate the head-quarters wing

of an additional regiment of Native Infantry; completing the rifle-range

at Silchar; and opening up communications in the JSaga Hills.

209. Other Services.—The permanent post-office at Sylhet, com

menced in 1876-77, was completed, and a house was purchased for a

telegraph-office at Gauhati, and a commencement made in re-roofing

it with shingles.

210. Provincial Buildings.—The principal work carried out during

the year was the substitution of permanent roofs of iron or! shingle

for thatch on several of the court-houses of the Province. In the letter

forwarding to the Government of India the Provincial budget for the

year the Chief Commissioner pointed out that during the two preceding

years he had considered it absolutely necessary to give as much money

as possible for the prosecution of the Assam Trunk Eoadand the Shillong

Cart-road, and to defer the work of improving buildings until these

roads were completed. He said thai these roads would bo in a sufficiently

forward state to be treated as open roads by the end of 1876-77,

and that consequently in the budget for 1877-78 he had reduced the

assignment for roads as much as possible and had increased the grant for

buildings. He considered that the most urgent need of the Province was

that the court-houses should be rendered secure against fire, and provision

was accordingly made in the budget for beginning this work. During

the year permanent roofs were put on the court-houses at Dhubri,

Goalpara, Gauhati, Tezpur, Nowgong, Golaghat, and Jorhat. The

permanent roofing of the Chief Commissioner's official residence at

Shillong, which had been commenced in 1876-77, was completed.

The new court-houses at Dibrugarh and Shillong were also completed,

and the additional offices for the court at Sylhet commenced.

During the year under report the subject of jail improvement

was also taken up. It has been proposed to do away with the numerous

small district jails in Assam and to substitute lock-ups for them, and to

concentrate long-term prisoners in Central Jails.

An estimate was sanctioned for large extensions to the Sylhet

Jail, which is to be made the Central Jail for the Surma Valley. During

the year, considerable progress was made with the extensions. The

work is being carried out by the prisoners under the supervision of the

Public Works Department.

The project for a Central Jail for the Brahmaputra Valley

districts is still under consideration; but, as extensions and alterations to

the Gauhati Jail are absolutely necessary, whether it remain a District

Jail or be selected for conversion into a Central Jail, work with a
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view to its improvement was undertaken during the year, and the pri

soners were employed in reclaiming some law ground for the improve

ment of the site and in manufacturing bricks.

A permanent lock-up for twenty prisoners was commenced at

Dhubri, and has since been completed. Materials were collected for a

lock-up for thirty prisoners to replace the jail at Goálpára, which has

been abolished, and tin's work is now in progress.

The new workshop at Gauháti, commenced in 1876-77, was

completed, and is now being fitted up with steam machinery. The want

of such a workshop has long been felt in Assam; hitherto it has been

necessary to send to Calcutta for all iron-work. The Gauháti workshop

is conveniently situated for supplying all parts of the Assam Valley,

and it will probably be of much use in connection with the improved

steamer service which is now under consideration.

Temporary buildings for the new sub-divisional stations of

Sunámganj, Karimganj, and Habiganj, in Svlhet, were commenced.

The building of a chancel and belfry for the church at Shillong

was also commenced, the expenditure being met from subscriptions.

211. Assam Trunk Road.—A considerable amount of progress was

made in effecting permanent improvements on
Roods. ,i . , • ti u. ". _u it.

this road, more especially on the section on the

Bengal side of the Brahmaputra. This section connects Dhubri with

the main line through Kuch Behar.

Before the opening of the Northern Bengal State Railway, in

March, 1878, the Assam mails were carried by the Purneah road to

Titalya, and thence by Julpaignri and Kuch Behar to Dhubri along the

section of road under report. But they are now carried by the Northern

Bengal State Railway to Rangpur, and thence by runners along a

district road to Dhubri. There was much correspondence during the

year about the construction of a road connecting Rangpur with Dhubri.

It was at first proposed to improve and re-model the existing track, rt'a

Kurigram and Babrhat, but this proposal was superseded by another to

extend the railway from Rangpur to the Teesta River, and to make a road

thence on the alignment that would be followed by a railway, if extended

to Dhubri, so that the road might be tit for conversion into a railway

hereafter. The latter proposal having been adopted by the Government

of Bengal, the Chief Commissioner also accepted it, and issued orders

for the construction of the portion of the road in Assam territory. An

additional grant of Rs. 40,000 was given by the Chief Commissioner

for the extension of whatever road might be decided on from Rangpur

to Dhubri. But, when it became evident that there would be delay in

the laying out of the road on the lines of a railway, a part of the grant

was re-appropriated to the improvement of the existing line of Assam

Trunk Road from Kherbari, on the Kuch Behar boundary, to Khagra-

bari, a village 12 miles from Dhubri, which is about the point where the

future railway line and the existing Trunk Road will coincide. A length

of 15 miles was thus re-constructed on a new and more direct alignment,

and provided with masonry bridges and culverts. The earthwork was

completed, and all the bridges were well advanced during the year, and



PUBLIC WORKS. 79

have been completed since. The outlay has resulted in the reduction of

the distance by two miles, and in a good 16-foot road, well raised above

the floods and bridged with masonry bridges throughout the above

length, the only break being at the Byduk, where a ferry is maintained.

The road was maintained in proper order throughout its length, and

attention was paid to the improvement of the inspection-bungalows and

serais.

212. Shillonff Cart-road.—The work of the Shillong Cart-road is

still in progress. The earthwork was nearly completed, but in many

places rock-blasting remains still to be done. Those parts of the road

which get cut up by the cartrtraffic during the rain's are being gradually

metalled out of the annual repair grant; but, with the increasing wheel-

traffic, it will be necessary to undertake the metalling of the road as a

special work, or else there will be risk of the traffic being stopped in

the rains. The timber bridge over the Digru river at Burnihat was

satisfactorily completed during the year at a cost of Es. 13,858.

213. Sylket and Cachar Road.—Towards the close of the year, the

construction of two timber bridges on the Sylhet and Cachar Road

between Bamnagar rifle-range and Silchar were taken in hand, and

completed at a cost of Ез. 2,238, against an estimate amounting to

Us. 2,278. The expenditure under the head of Annual Eepairs to the

road was Rs. 16,193. A part of this outlay was incurred in the con

struction of two masonry bridges, each having a span of 16 feet, on the

first section from Sylhet to Atgram, and in throwing a good deal of

earthwork on the second section, from Atgram to Silchar. There is a

large quantity of material collected for the bridges, which has not been

hitherto utilized, because no money has been allowed of late years for

the construction of the road. But, as the road, though not com

pleted according to the finished design for the work, is still used as an

open road, it has been determined, in the course of ordinary repairs, to

make use, as far as possible, of the material lying at site, instead of

observing the technical difference between expenditure on original works

and repairs which the rules of the Public Works Department ordinarily

require. It is anticipated that the whole road in the second section,

from Atgram to Silchar, will now be above the flood-level, parts of

which otherwise would have been submerged during the rains, and the

traffic stopped on the 56th, 58th, 59th, 62nd, 63rd, 69th, and 75th miles.

214. Branch Hoods.—The only original workjundertaken during the

year was the widening and completing the road from Koliabor to the

steamer-station at Silghat, which is the principal outlet for the trade of

the Nowgong district. This road has been in progress since 1876-77,

and about one-half of the work was done up to the close of the year

under report. A self-acting double-rope ferry was put up at the

Kuoritol crossing over the Kallang river, and it appeared to act well, so

long as the Kallang river had a current in it. The road would have

been completed, but for the failure of local labour, of which there is but

little available in this part of the Nowgong district.

215. Accommodation for trarellei;i.—Dak-bungalows, completelv

furnished and provided with servants, have been opened to the public at
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Dhubri, Goalpáга, Gauliáti, Tezpur, Nowgong, Dibrngarh, Nungpoh,

Sliillong, Cherra Poonjee, Cbhntak, Sylhet, and Cachar, and temporary

bungalows are also annually built at most of the steamer landing-places

on the river bank in the Assam Valley, and provided with a small amount

of furniture. On the road between Gauhati and Sylhet there are travel

lers' bungalows at Burnihat, Umsning, Mofflong, and Therria. Sibságar

is now the only sudder station where there is no dâk-bungalow, and

materials arc being collected for erecting one there.

2 1 fi. Mi.tcellanfoiis PuMic Imprvrementf.—An increased demand for

the supply of water in the station of Shillong necessitated the construc

tion of an aqueduct from the Crinoline Falls to the station. This was

taken in hand and completed during the year at a cost of Rs. 1,233.

LOCAL SERVICES.

217. The following works were carried out under this head :—

218. Conetructiiiy a timber bridge over the Kakadatvja, on the Dhodor

Alii—The roadway of this bridge was planked over and opened for

traffic.

219. Drainage of the Gauhati Station.—The country behind the

station of Gauhati is a vast swamp, which is annually submerged by

the overflow of the Brahmaputra, and the exhalations from it have been

always recognized as the cause of much unhealthiness. The drainage

and reclamation of these swamps has been a project much desired for

many years, probably as long as Gauhati has been in British possession,

but it had continued to be only a project, because the apparent magni

tude of the work and hopelessness of finding money for it has caused it

to be regarded as a puce de resistance, always to be set aside for future

consideration under more favourable circumstances. Instructions were

at last issued for the reduction of the project to a definite shape in

August, 1875, and in November, 1877, estimates were sanctioned for

preliminary work at a cost of Rs. 36,000, the sum appropriated for

expenditure during the year being Rs. 16,000. The work which has

been sanctioned is as follows :—

(1) Two sluices to be erected in the culverts which exist in the

dyke which runs on the right bank of the Bhorolu stream,

and by which the flood of the Brahmaputra finds entrance

into the swamps behind Gauhati.

(2) A large catch water-drain to be constructed on the proper

contour level between the swamps and higher portion of the

town, so as to intercept the foul water draining oft' the latter,

and discharge it directly into the river.

(3) The deepening of the swamps which lie nearest to the town,

and converting them into ornamental tanks or reservoirs.

All the money allowed for expenditure in the year was spent,

and about one-third of the work comprised iu the project was accom

plished.
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220. Local Roads.—There has again been considerable improvement

in the works connected with local roads. No new works of special

importance were undertaken, but a fair amount of permanent improve

ment was effected. The expenditure sanctioned for the year amounted

to Rs. 1,96,829, and that actually incurred to Rs. 1,72,124, made up as

follows :—

Rs.

Original Works 39,227

Repairs 1,08,519

Establishment 22,162

Tools and Plant 1,396

Refunds 820

Total 1,72,124

In many instances members of the Road Committees and other

gentlemen rendered considerable assistance in undertaking and

* supervising work, and in making contributions towards roads in which

they are specially interested. It is chiefly due to such assistance that

the charge for establishment is so small.

District Engineers were maintained in the Goalpara, Kamnip,

and Cachar districts, and overseers in the Sylhet and Nowgong districts.

221. In Goalpara the Bengal Road-cess Act ( Act X. of 1871) is

in force, and the assessments under that Act produce a fair income.

Post-offices. •

222. There was a steady extension in the operations ofthe Post-office

throughout the Province during the year under report. At the end of

March, 1878, there were in all 255 postal receptacles, against 209 at

the close of the previous year. These receptacles are divided as

follows :—

Tost-offices. Letter-boxes. Rural messengers. Total.

In 1876-77 82 31 96 209

„ 1877-78 92 38 125 255

In 1876-77 there were 1,263 miles of Imperial mail lines. During

the course of the year under review eight such new lines were opened,

making a total of 1,272^ miles at the close of the year.

223. The correspondence delivered through the post-office is steadily

increasing. The following is a return for the past four years :—

Years. Number of covers.

1874-75 .„ 1,700,205

1875-76 1,723,738

1876-77 1,775,725

1877-78 1,898,473

This statement shows an increase of 1*3 and 6 per cent., respectively,

during the last three years.

224. The following comparative statement shows the correspondence

received for delivery in the post-offices of the several districts during

the years 1877-78 :—

M
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District ».

Number of
Imperial poBt-

Number of
rural messengers

(Imperial).

Number of covers
pnK>ii:g through
the post office.

Number of coven
receive*! for

delivery in the
post-office.

Number of covers
through the

Number of
coven received
for delivery
by the police.

■
1876 77. 1877 78. 1876 77. 1877-78. 1876 77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78. 1878-77. 1?77 78.

Kiimrup 10 11 14 16 224,572 186,005 268 2,368 1 2.01J
2 3 4 6 68,620 68.255 .... ....

Nowpong .... * « A 8 126.6NS 1(15,120 .... ....  

Bibnapar IS 11 12 11 273.020 2»!l,300 .... ....  

Lnkhimpur .. 6 7 4 6 1.-4.MW 198.560 ....
"fai

.... ....

Khiisi Hills .. 3 8 1 188.154 134,3*0 Ml 575

Naga Hill*.... 1 1 .... included in Sibsugar .... .... ....
returns. ■

18 22 30 41 17^,1211 .165,365 20,806 34.006 19,474
10 10 14 16 2*1,610 266,815 ....

'iirtOtMilpam 11 15 12 17 216,521 222,285 13,064 5,293 6,359
fJiir.. IltllB 1 1uiirii 11 in* .... ....

Total .... 81 82 96 125 1,740,676 1,856,025 35,049 42,448 26,389 40,**

225. At the close of the year 1877-78 there were six regist'.-ed

publications in Assam. Under the orders of

the Government of India, registration through

the post-office has been discontinued from the 1st April, 1878.

Registered publications.

•

226. Fifteen persons were prosecuted and punished for varions

rrosecnUonsforottencesogainst offences committed against the Post-office Act,

the Posi-oirice Act. 0f these, ten were post-office servants.

227. Sylhet and Goalpara are the only regulation districts in the

District post. Province in which the Zemindari Dak Act

[VIII. (B.C.) of 1862] is in operation, and

where a fixed amount has been set apart for the entertainment of a local

postal establishment, the main object of which is the conveyance of

police and revenue despatches.

In both districts the local post-office is under the management- of

the General Post-office.

In Sylhet a sum of Its. 10,399-12 was sanctioned for the district

post-office. At the beginning of the year there were ten district

post-offices and 477 miles of district postal lines in the district. During

the year two district offices were closed, and six new district offices were

opened.

In Goalpara a sum of Pis. 175 is granted monthly as a subsidy

towards the keeping up of five district post-offices, two rural messengers,

and DO miles of district mail lines. This arrangement works satisfactorily.

Kamnip is the only other district where a subsidy is granted to the

Postal Department for local purposes.
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Telegraphs.

228. The new Hue extending from Gauhati to Dibrugarh having

been completed during the previous year, the operations of this depart

ment during the year under review were restricted mainly to the main

tenance of existing lines. The following works were carried out during

the year, viz., the re-construction of the line from Bhakwamari (opposite

Dhubri) to Gauhati, along the Trunk Road, distance 129 miles (with

the Goalpara line looped in at Agyah); the dismantling of the line from

Bhakwamari to Goalpara. and from thence to Gauhati, distance 125 miles;

and the putting in order and materially strengthening the Kushiara

River crossing. In addition to the above, estimates have been ordered

of the cost of removal of the line in the Dhansiri Valley from the old

to the new road; steps were taken to improve the station lines at Gauhati

and Shiliong, and the ordinary supports of the several river crossings ou

the Gauhati-Dibrugarh line were replaced by tubes, which, it is antici

pated, will carry the wire sufficiently high for all ordinary traffic.

The proposal for extension of telegraphic communication on the

north bank of the Brahmaputra, from Gauhati to Tezpur, was under

discussion during the year, and the route was ordered to be surveyed.

The report has been received since the close of the year.

The question of a line from Dibrugarh to Sadiya was also dis

cussed during the year. This extension would be in many respects

desirable, as Sadiya is an important military outpost, and there are several

large tea-gardens in this direction to which the facility for telegraphic

communication would be a great convenience.

The Shiliong office was raised during the year from the third to the

second class.

The sanction of the Director-General has been accorded to jthe

raising of the Dibrugarh office to the second class.

An estimate of the cost of strengthening the Shillong-Sylhet line

has been ordered to be made.

There were some cases of theft of straining-screws on the Sylhet

line during the year, and one case on the Dibrugarhjine] was brought

to notice.

The total amount realized on messages despatched from Assam du

ring the year was Rs. 36,196-8-8, showing an increase of Rs. 15,102-8-8,

as compared with the preceding year. This increase is most marked.

The cost to the department of the telegraph establishment in the

Province during the year was Rs. 32,541-4-6. The collections, therefore,

exceeded the cost of working by Rs. 3,655-4-2, but of the total receipts

Rs. 8,830-8 were on account of State messages.
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CHAPTER V.

REVENUE AND FINANCE.

A.—IMPERIAL REVENUE and FINANCE.

229. The following statement shows the gross receipts of Assam,

on account of Imperial and Provincial Services, Local and Municipal

Funds.

These receipts amounted .in 1877-78 to Rs. 84,46,293. The refunds

therefrom, and the total charges of collection, came to Ks. 11,95,698.

The net receipts therefore were Rs. 72,62,714

In 1876-77, the net receipts amounted to ... „ 66,60,900

These figures show a net increase in 1877-78 of „ 6,01,814
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Sources of Income.

'charges against income,

in

h

 

Total.

i

 Total Territorial . .

' K isoellaneous
General fees, fine*

f forfeitures

i account of saperannuation and
compassionate allowances

Gain by exchange on transactions with

London
Miscellaneous

Total Imperial

rices
( Land Revenue
Jails

I Registration .
..< Police

. Education . . i
Medical

(.Printing
Miscellaneous receipt*

' " : Work*

Total Provincial

Loral Fundi.

i Local Punds
District Improvenn
District Post Fund

ncnt

Total of Local Funds. .

Total Provincial Services and Local Funds
Municipalities

Gross Receipts

38.31.813 9,382i

1.34.326 134"
USfi.tU 2,36*

.53,91.833
6,57,091
1,33.9.13

8,670

81,28.1
6,444

1,665

42,424

62,23,371

5,76,000
8,031
38346
18.608
6.243
23.029
8,691
1.606

!,830j
3,411

12.947
1,237

21,145'
66»|

(U
18

17,81,19.'

66332
2,68,328

18,4«o'
8,204

6,304

8,67,128

21
84,601

8.17380
99,040
11,036

U-

48.38S

9,27.946
12,649

1,46,072,

48,89a

1036,56'

84,46,293 48,614 10,86,667

1W 11- 11*

8.75.610 27.56.23:
1,00,287! 34.039
1.V9I 16.12,270

!',^9-.,ni 44,i'.','>l2

13,786 8,, 3,303'

1,46,072 ...
8,6761

21,145

12,142

60.140
6,876

30,282

11,83,005 50,52,486

18

12.11 9

16,76.000
8,031
38345
18.053
6.225

23.029
3.691
1,504
23301
3,411

1730,619

66,132|

2,68.328l
18.460|
3.204

M04|

8,87,128

874 21,87,747
84,681

Deduct net

Net receipts

12.119

12,119

72,62,714
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The increase is thus distributed :—

Net Revenue in—

of Rerenue.

Difieren« in 1S77-TS.

187S-77. 1877-78. More. Lea

«fr я» Be-

44 56 738 50 40 366 5.83,628

17 <Í4 089 17 80619 16530

3 49 937 3 57 128 7,191

90 136 84 601 5,535

Total : 66 60,900 72,6-2714 6,07,349 5,535

6,01

Of the important increase under Imperial Services, Rs. (Ю,вОО

are owing to certain corrective transfer-book entries, and to this extent

the increase is nominal. There is a real net increase under the three

heads classed as " Territorial revenue," viz., Land Revenue, Forests, and

Excise, as shown below, of Rs. 4,76,824 :—

IU.

1877-78, net receipts 44,02,542

1876-77, ditto 39,25,718

Net increase 4,76.8-24

This increase is distributed between the three

following proportion :—

heads in the

Us.

Land Revenue 2,56.659

Forests 4-2,391

Excise 1,77.774

Total 4,76,824

A considerable portion (upwards of one lakh) of the increase

under ''Land Revenue" is the result of a change in the date on wlik-h the

last instalment of land revenue is collected in the Sylhet district.

Formerly, it fell due on 15th April, but in 1877-78 it was ordered to

be collected within the official year, or on the 15th March. The kists

of two years were thus collected in 1877-78, increasing abnormally the

revenue of that year by the amount named. The remaining excess is

due to the growth of the revenue, and is partially the result of the

recent settlements in Sylhet and the Assam Valley.

Under "Forests," the increase is due chiefly to the levy of a

tax on timber standing on waste land sold. In 1876-77, the expendi

ture exceeded the receipts by Rs. 8,352, while in 1877-78, although the

charge was enhanced by about RÍ. 11,000. there is a surplus of

Rs. 34,000.
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Under " Excise" the increased revenue is due to a fiscal change,

and is represented by the sale-proceeds of the monopoly to sell opium

within a certain area.

The more important increases under other heads pertain to

Stamps (Rs. 57,000) and Miscellaneous (Rs. 16,000). The former is

clue to the normal increase under that class of revenue; and the latter

to certain book-transfers for deposits remaining unclaimed after the

time prescribed for their payment. The only ошег point to notice is

that the post-office has worked with a net charge of Rs. 12,000 only,

against Rs. 18.000 in 1876-77, thus showing an improvement of

Rs. 6,000. Bv net charge is meant the difference between income and

expenditure. "Thus, in 1877-78,—

Rs.

the receipts amounted to 1,33,953

and the expenditure to 1,46,672

The net charge being 12,119

The inconsiderable increases under Provincial and Local Funds,

and the decrease under Municipalities, call for no detailed remarks; thev

merely represent the normal fluctuations to which those services are

liable.

230. The following statement exhibits the expenditure against the

"Net income" of the Province, and brings out the surplus revenue in

1877-78 and the preceding year, after meeting all Imperial, Provincial,

Local, and Municipal charges. The comparison between the two years

is as follows:—

Re.

Surplus revenue, 1877-78 25,21,847

Ditto 1876-77 20,44,477

Improvement in 1877-78 4,77,370

1876-77. 1877-78.

IMPERIAL.

Interest on Savings Bank and other accounts

Re. Be.

3,186 4,178

Civil anil Political Establishments and contingencies— 3,07,180 3,23,805

1876-77. 1877-78.

Administration 1,79699 183111

Minor establishments 15,627 19,870

Ecclesiastical 17006 16894

Medical 65069 67000

Political 29779 36930

Total '.. 307,180 323805

Judicial charges, courts, &c 4 84 367 4 75 498

Superannuation and retired allowances 37,890 49898

10705 10360

Allotment for Provincial Services 16,69 788 1676000

Total Imperial 25,13,116 25,39,739

Amount.
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Amount.

1876-77.

Provincial Services and Local Funds.

Provincial.

Land Revenue

Forests

Excise

Administration

Minor Departments

Law and Justice

Jails

Registration

Police

Education

Ecclesiastical...

Medical Services

Stationery and Printing

Political Agencies

Miscellaneous

Public Works, Ordinary

Total, Provincial.

Local Funds.

Assam Local Funds

District Improvement Fund

District Post Fund

Cantonment Fund

Assam Williamson Educational Endowment Fund

Total Local Funds.

Total Provincial Services and Local Funds

Municipalities

Met receipts as in Statement, No. I.

Surplus

Grand Total.

17,393

600

387

25

9,614

8,348

1,15,742

12,696

5,91,599

1,68,104

508

30,322

l*,822

249

54,075

6,49,562

16,78,046

f.3,769

2,78,039

9,498

2,673

5,334

3,49,313

20,27,359

75,948

46,16,423

66,60,900

20,44,477

The improvement thus shown may be distributed as follows:—

Class of revenue

and charges.

1876-77. 1877-78.

Net
revenue.

Expendi
ture.

Surplus. Deficit.
Net

revenue
Expendi

ture. Surplus. Deficit.

a» a» *» As- JU «c- *» S»

Municipal

44,66.788
17,64,08.)
8,49,937
90,186

28,18,116
16,78,046
8,49,313
76,948

19,43,625
86,043

634
14,188

80,40,366
17,80,619
8,87,128
84,601

25,39.739
17.44,944
8,70,927
84,387

2-i,00,62i

88,678

w

Total.... 66,60,900 46,16,433 20,44,477 72,62,714 47,40,867 23,36,303 144*1

20,44,477
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231. In respect to Imperial transactions, the comparison between

the two years is as follows :—

1877-78 25,00,627

1876-77 19,43,622

Net improvement in 1877-78 5,57,005

This improvement is thus accounted for—

Improvement in net revenue 5,83,628

Increased expenditure 26,623

5,57,005

This increased expenditure may thus be apportioned, viz. :—

Increase. Decrease.

Rs. Bs.

Interest 1,000

Administration 4,000

Minor Departments 4,000

Ecclesiastical •

Medical 2,000

Political charges 7,000

Judicial charges 9,000

Superannuations 12,000

Miscellaneous

Allotment for Provincial Services 6,000

Total 36,000 9,000

27^000

The increase of Rs. 1,000 under " Interest" is due to the

development of the deposits in district savings banks.

The increase of Rs. 4,000 under "Administration" is about

equally divided between the Civil Secretariat and the Office of Civil

Accounts. Under the former it is caused by the extra expense for

officiating allowances in connection with three months' privilege leave

granted to the Secretary, under the latter by temporary establishment

charges.

The increase under "Minor Departments" (Rs. 4,000) is due

to charges for the Paris Exhibition, for statistical establishments, &c, &c.

Under "Medical" the excess of Rs. 2,000 is due to the employment

of officers of higher grades than in 1876-77.

Under "Political" there is generally some exceptional charge.

In 1876-77 there was the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, and the public

rejoicings on 1st January, 1877, which cost lis. 15.000 in this Province;

while in 1877-78 an expedition was sent into the Naga Hills, involving

a charge to this head of Rs. 22,000. The difference between these two

charges accounts for the increase in 1877-78.

Under "Judicial charges" there was a decrease of Rs. 9,000,

caused chiefly by the absence of officers on leave.

Under "Superannuations" the increase is caused by new

pensions: Rs. 8,000 of this is the sum of two pensions drawn at

N
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Shilloiig, and the charge may be expected to increase as that station

bocoinca better known and more accessible.

The increase under "Allotments for Provincial Services" is due

to (ho appointment of an Inspector-General of Police and Jail», the

allotment on account of whom was not drawn for the whole of the

year bS7()-77.

'¿'•j'2. Under Provincial Services the comparison is:—

R».

187IÏ-77 86.043

1H77-78 35,675

Falling off in 1877-78 50,368

which is made up thus:—

Increased charges 6fi,898

Increased receipts 16.530

50,308

The increased expenditure may be divided as follows, viz.

lucran. D«T«iee.

«е- А»

Minor Departments 5,000

Jails 4,000

Registration ЗДЮ

Police 15,000

Education 5,000

Medical Services 3,000

Stationery and Printing 4,000

Miscellaneous 16,000

Public Works 63,000

92,000 20,000

66ДЮО

In 147(3-77 it was necessary, in order to bring the expenditure

within the assets, to work every department at the lowest possible cost

In 1877-78 there was no occasion for such rigid economy, as the opera

tions of the previous year resulted in a balance at credit of the

Administration of Rs. 1J16,974. This will explain some of the minor

increases.

The increase under "Police" and "Jails" is accounted for by

the appointment of an Inspector-General of Police and Jails late in the

year 1870-77, the accounts for which do not consequently show a whole

year's expenditure on this account.

Money being available, the Public Works Department was

allowed to spend more than it did in 1876-77; extra funds were placed

at its disposal late in the year for the prosecution of work on the Dhubn-

iiungpur Hoiid; and the new sub-divisional buildings in Sylhet.

The decrease under "Minor Departments" is due to tbe

reduction of the Model Farm establishment at Shillong, that under

"Education" to reductions ordered in previous years. The expenditure

nnder this head is still far in excess of the allotment transferred from

Bengal on the formation of the Province of Assam.
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The decrease nnder "Miscellaneous" is due to certain arrear

charges having been disbursed in 1876-77.

233. Under "Local Funds" there was a deficit of Rs. 13,799 in

1877-78, against a small surplus of Rs. 624 in the previous year. This

is more than accounted for by contributions made from the accumulated

balances of the Assam Local Fund to District Improvement Funds.

The districts aided were as follows:—

ft*

Cachar 5,000

Garo Hills 3,000

Khasi Hills 9,000

Sylhet 5,000

22,000

A contribution of Rs. 1,000 was also granted to the Shillong

(Municipal) Town Improvement Fund.

234. The ways and means of the Province may be summarized as

follows :—

Receipts. Amount. Expenditure. Amount.

Cashbalftnce of last year, including Rs. 240
on account of Post-office, added after
the Administration Report of 1876-77
was closed

Imperial.

Set revenue, as per Statement 1
No. 1 80,52,4851

Lets revenue charges against l
income, as per No. 1 12,119;

Re-payments of miscellaneous advances
1 advances to cultivators

I Bullock Train Services

Bills drawn jo^r dovernmen'ts'!!!!!;

Local cash remittances
Public Works Department

Ditto Telegraph
Other Governments, ( Money orders ....

Civil. ' Miscellaneous ....

artment

Total Imperial

provincial services and local

Funds.

Receipts as per Statement No. 1

Advance* recoverable
Suspense accounts
Permanent advances

Cash recoveries
Total of Provincial Service and Local

Ponds

Municipalities, as per Statement No. 1 . .

Grand Total

29,50,918

60,40,366

1,02,994
6,52.773

6,673
2,37.061

10,68,70.5
21.32,181
8,67,853
43.421

3,24,7.50
33,98,527
1,63,779

1,39,39,083

21,87,747

"«5

21.38,192

84,601

1,91,12,794

Imperial.

Expenditure as per Statement No. 2 . .
Miscellaneous advances and advances
to cultivators

Re-jmyments of deposits
Tonga and Bullock Trnin Services . .

Bills discharged on ( JjJJJ/ 1 0oT"ern'.
other treasuries. ^ mcnta

Local cash remittances
Public Works Department

Ditto Tek'irraph
OtherGovcrnments ( Money order ....
Civil. 1 Miscellaneous

Military Department

Total Imperial

Provincial Services and Local
ponds.

Expenditure as per Statement No. 2 . .
Advances rccoveiable'
Suspense account
Permanent advances
Cash recoveries
Total Provincial Services and Local
Funds

Municipalities, as per Statement No. 2

Total

Cash balance at end of year

Grand Total

25,39,739

1,07.381
4,90,834

8,144
2,63,607

45,47.812
21.32,101
8.53,393
86,264

1,81,696
13,77,886
11,01,781

1,86,80,138

21,15,871

 

21,15.871

8.-..LY.7

V>8,81,266

32,31,628

1,91,12,794
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235. The peculiarities ofthe resource operations in Assam have been

fully explained in previous years' Administration Beports, and need not

further be referred to here. It seems sufficient to say that in 1877-78.

the operations were affected by the Madras famine, which prevented the

remittance to Assam of the full amount needed for supply-bill payments.

These payments had therefore to be partially suspended in the' treasuries

of the Brahmaputra Valley. But, uotwithstanding this, the bill operations

were far in excess of similar transactions in other parts of India, as

the following figures will show:—

¿l^-

Payments in 1874-75 46,32,000

„ 1875-70 48,06,000

„ 1876-77 55,65,000

„ 1877-78 44,45,000

The cash remittances in coin and notes to and from the

Province were follows :—

B*.

Received from Bengal 21.51,000

„ India 6,36,000

Total 27,87,000

Remitted to India in large notes 10,93,000

Net 16,94,000

The figures for the past four years are—

Us.

1874-75 , 32,37,000

187.0-76 41,18,000 *

1870-77 34,24,000

1877-78 16,94,000

The net importations of money into the Province have been

steadily decreasing year by year, and this result, which has only been

attained by carefully watching tbe cash balances, cannot but be regarded

as satisfactory.

The net sum supplied to the Military Department is somewhat

larger than in the two previous years. This is owing apparently to tbe

Naga Hills expedition. The amount was not, however, so large as in

1874-75, the year of the Duffla expedition. The figures for the tour

years are :—

в«.

1874-75 10,52,000

1875-76 8,52,000

1876-77 8,18,000

1877-78 9,38,000

The supplies to the Telegraph Department in the last four

years were :—

Rs.

1874-75 24,000

1875-70 21,000

1876-77 47,000

1877-78 43,000
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In the last two years the work of

Gauhati to Dibrugarh has been in progress.

extending the line from

I.—LAND REVENUE.

236. The Administration of the Land Revenue throughout the year

under report shows fairly satisfactory results.

237. The total number of estates borne on the revenue-roll of each

district during 1877-78, as compared with

1876-77, is exhibited in the annexed statement.

Ordinary land revenue.

Permanently-
settled estates.

Temporarily-settled
estates.

Increase. Decrease.

Districts.
Perma
nently-
setted
estates.

Tempora
rily-settled

estates.

Perma
nently-
settled
estates.

Tempo
rarily-
settled
estates.

1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78.

CacHar

Sylhet

Goalpara

Kamriip

Darrang

Nowgong

Sibsagar

Lakhimpur

Kbasi and Jaintia

Hills.

Naga Hills

Giro ,,

Total

50,824

17

1

50,842

50,741

16

8,503

25,558

406

134,624

79,642

107,240

78,767

22,766

24

307

178

8,913

25,549

11,405

142,644

84,873

'1105,134

82,186

26,143

24

272

169

50,758 458,015 (487,312

410

10,999

8,020

5,231

3,419

3,377

31,456

83

1

2,106

35

9

84 2,159

The foregoing table shows a decrease in the permanently-

settled estates of 84 estates, and a net increase of 29,297 estates in

those settled temporarily. The increase has mainly occurred in the

district of Goalpara, and is due to the recent revision of settlement of

the Eastern Duars on the ryotwari system, according to which each

holding is counted as a separate estate. The increase in the districts

of Cachar, Kamriip, Darrang, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur, is attributed to

the extension of cultivation, to settlements of waste lands, and to the

assessment of grants on the expiration of their revenue-free terms. The

decrease in the district of Sylhet is principally owing to the redemption

of certain petty estates, while that in the district of Nowgong is due to

the amalgamation of several small holdings into a few larger ones.

238. The current land revenue demand for the year amounted to

to Rs. 31,50,446, against a demand of Its. 30,30,994 in 1876-77. The

increase, Rs 1, 19,452, is attributable, as usual, tosettlements at progressive

rates, to re-settlements at enhanced rates, to assessment of Old Assam

Rule grants, and to fresh settlements of lands newly cleared or taken

up during the year for the purpose of the cultivation of the ordinary

crops of the country. The largest proportional increase by far is in
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Goalpara, where the revenue of the temporarily-settled estates has risen

by 31'5 per cent., owing to the recent revision of settlement on the

ryotwari system in the Eastern Duars. The arrear demand for the

year amounted to Rs. 1,60,965. Out of the total demand, viz.,

33,11,411, Rs. 32,41,809, or nearly 98 per cent., were collected during

the year. Rs. 7,492 were remitted, leaving only a sum of Rs. 62,110

unrealized at the close of the year. A large proportion of this balance

has been realized since the close of the year, and the remainder is in

course of realization. In none of the districts do the outstanding

balances call for any particular remarks.

239. The sources from which the miscellaneous land revenue in

Assam are derived were described in para. 255

of last year's report, and the following table

shows the details of the demand under this head for the last two years:—

MiscrllaneoufifLand Revenue.

1876-77. 1677-78.

1. Elephants

2. Fisheries

3. Lime-quarries

4. Poll-tax

6. House-tax

6. Hoe-tax

7. Fines under Act XX. of 1848

8. Fines on fiscal officers

9. Coal-mines

10. Other miscellaneous items ...

Total

Rs.

11,300

80,407

67,416

11,185

44,418

850

533

5,456

362

1,723

2,23,650

Rs.

31,870

85,892

66,963

11,440

48,4 i4

938

472

4,104

362

2,408

2,52,863

Rs.

20,570

5,484

255

3,996

685

31,079

Net increase 29,213

The total demand on account of miscellaneous land revenne

amounted, it will be seen, during the year to Rs. 2,52,863, against

Rs. 2,23,650 in the previous year, showing a net increase of Us. 29,213.

The increase mainly occurred under the heads of "Elephants,"

"Fisheries," and " House-tax." On the other hand, there was a decrease

of Rs. 1,352 in the amount of fines imposed upon fiscal officers. The

fluctuations under the other heads are unimportant.

The increase in the revenue from elephant mehals is mainly

Explanation ot increase and due to the inclusion in the demand of 1877-78

decrcase- of the revenue of mehals leased in 1876-77,

which, not being legally recoverable before the close of that year, was,

under instructions of the Government of India, excluded from the

demand of 1876-77. Fresh mehals, also, having been leased during the

year which had previously been allowed to rest may have caused a

further increase to this head. The increase in the revenue of fisheries
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is doe to higher bids obtained at auction sales, while that of house-tax

is chieflv owing to the enhancement of the rate of house-tax from Re. 1

to Re. Í-8 in North Cachar.

Out of the total demand, viz., Rs. 2,52,863 current and

Rs. 37.456 arrear, Rs. 2,35,663 were collected and Rs. 1,923 remitted

during the year, Rs. 11,036 were paid in advance during 1876-77 for

1*77-78, leaving a balance of Rs. 41,697, of which Rs. 26,680 were

on account of the current and Rs. 15,017 on account of the arrear

demand outstanding at the close of the year. A large portion of this

balance has been collected since £he close of the year, and the amounts

still outstanding are small, and in process of realization.

П.—SOUBÖES OP IMPERIAL REVENUE OTHER THAN LAND.

SECTION I.—OPIUM.

240. The system under which the revenue from opium is raised

has from time to time undergone considerable changes. Previous to

the year 1874-75, the year of the formation of this Province into a

separate Administration, licenses for the retail vend of opium were

granted free of charge. In 1874-75, the system of levying fees on

licenses granted for the retail vend of opium was for the first time

introduced into Assam. It is that known as the " fixed license-fee

system ;" under its provisions any person can open any number of shops

for the retail sale of the drug on the payment of a fixed sum for

each shop.

The rates of fees noted on the margin were, in the first

instance, fixed in all districts, except Sylhet,

т '" « moD^ where licenses were granted at Rs. 3 for

"

" 10 " one L- ^a^ a Уеаг- ^n 1875-76, the rate of license-

fees in Sylhet was raised to the rate then

prevailing in the other districts in the Province. In January, 1876,

the Government of India suggested the advisability of selling licenses

for the retail vend of opium by auction. In order to promote the suc

cess of this system, measures were adopted calculated to reduce the number

of shops, which were then excessively numerous. The selling price of

opium was therefore raised from Rs. 23 to Rs. 24 per seer, and the rate

of license-fee for each shop was enhanced,—the new rate being Rs. 18,

insteadof Rs. 12 per annum. These changes саше into force in the month

of June, 1876.

In compliance with the wishes of the Supreme Government, the new

system of selling licenses by auction was introduced at the commencement

of the year under report. Each district was divided into a number of

mehals, coterminous with revenue jurisdictions, such as mouzahs, in Assam

Proper, and with thannah jurisdictions in the remaining districts of the

Province. Under this system, the person or persons who buy at auction

the right to sell opium in the limits of a mehal have the exclusive right of



fit) ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

sale in that mchal, with permission to sublet shops, subject to the sanction

of the Deputy-Commissioner, but his or their fiscal responsibility remains

unimpaired for the whole nichai. The number of shops permitted to be

opened in each mehal was fixed by the Chief Commissioner, on the

recommendation of the Deputy-Commissioner, with regard to the

legitimate requirements of each locality. Special care was taken not

to afford any undue facility for obtaining the drug. The result of the

introduction of the new system has, for the time being, been successful.

A considerable increase in revenue has been obtained, while there

has been a general falling off in the consumption of the drug, and in the

number of shops opened for its retail.

The Chief Commissioner is, however, of opinion that there has been

much over-speculation in the purchase of these menais, and the high

prices received for them will not continue. The system has to be

narrowly watched, moreover, lest, by forcing up the retail price too high,

it introduce .systematic smuggling, or a taste for more deleterious

drugs, such as ganja.

241. The revenue under this head rose from Ks. 12,16,712 in

1876-77, to Us. 12,!IS,0;>1 in 1877-78, as detailed below:—

1876-77. 1877-78.

Lifcnse-fpcs. Duty. ToUl. Licenee-feee. DutJ. Total.

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Be

Cncliar 630 29 095 29 731 5 171 26566 31737

Svllift 1 479 34 974 36453 5 740 32,662 3830°

Guálpárft 1,677
41' 042

43 719 5 110 32'g94 37404

580-2 1 GO 481 1 72 343 41 306 1 59 577 200883

Darning 5 :!53 1,60452 1 71 805 24 061 1 6° 646 1 86707

5,300 1,73899 1 79 'Л15 20440 1 8'' 390 202830

¡Sibsafiar 8,451 3,15,4-26 3,23,877 45,912 3,18^23 3,64,835

Lakliiiupar 4,701 2,54,225 2,58.986 53,987 1,79,543 2,33,530

Klüísi Hills 126  126 1,095 >.*•.* 1,095

Naga „ ... 350  356 603 • •••. 603

Guro „ 111  111 125  125

Total 34,118 11,8-2,594 12,16,712 2,03,550 10,94,501 12,98,051

 

From the foregoing table, it will be seen that the revenue from the

net sale-proceeds of the drug diminished by Us. 88,093; but this loss on

duty was more than counterbalanced by the marked increase in the

receipts from license-fees. The revenue from license-fees rose from

Ks. 34,118 in 1876-77 to Us. 2,03,550 in 1877-78, or an increase of

nearly 600 per cent. The results 'obtained in the two districts of

Goálpára and Lakhimpur are, from a financial point of view, far from

being satisfactory. In Goálpára. in spite of a considerable increase in

the receipts from license-fees, the total revenue derived from this drug

fell off from Re. 48,719 in 1876-77 tolls. 37,404 in 1877-78. This

decrease was caused by a serious falling off in consumption, consequent
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on the enhancement by the mehaldars of the retail selling price of the

drag. The diminution in the consumption, as shown in the district

returns, is, however, only apparent, and far from being a matter for

congratulation. The Deputy-Commissioner of the district remarks that the

decrease in the consumption of opium was caused partly by the more

extensive use of ganja, and was partly owing to the fact that the people

on the borders of Rangpur and Cooch Behar obtained their supplies

from those district» where the selling price of the drug was lower than

in Groálpára. The district of Lakhimpur shows a heavier falling off in

the net revenue derived from the sale of the drug, viz., of Rs. 74,682.

The very high prices paid for the opium farm, which nearly made

good the enormous falling oft noticed above, forced up the retail price to

a point higher than the consumers cared to pay. The fall in consump

tion might, however, perhaps, have been to some estent caused by the illicit

cultivation of the poppy, cither in the district or close on its borders, or

by the importation of foreign opium. The attention of the Deputy-

Commissioner has been called to these points.

Deducting from the above total revenue for the two years under

comparison the cost of conveying opium, which was in 1876-77 Rs.

12,319 and in 1877-78 Be. 14,111, the following is the net revenue of

the year;^—

1876-77. 1877-78.

Вя. В«.

Groes revenue ... .,, 12,16.712 12,98,051

Deduct 12,319 14,111 cost of conveying opium.

Net revenue

Increase

12,04,393 12,83,940

79,547

242, Tha subjoined table shows the number of shops open and the

quantity of opium consumed in each district of the Province during the

year under review, as compared with the preceding year :—

District.

Shope. Consumption.

1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78.

Mds. Srs. C. Mds. Srs. 0.

Sylhet

54

97

141

504

457

448

709

356

10

29

8

59

73

108

200

221

225

299

62

5

18

1

43 17 0

49 1 0

63 35 0

252 8 0

252 16 0

263 38 0

478 39 0

386 25 0

39 26 0

45 21 0

48 8 0

238 7 0

242 30 3

269 6 0

472 35 3

267 39 0

330

680

0 33 0

Khasi Hills ,..

3 19 0оNaga

Garó .. ........ . '.','.*

Total 2,833 1,271 1,793 38 0 1,634 16 6

• Information not available.
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Opium consumed in the Garo Hills district was obtained from the

sub-divisional treasury at Jamalpur, in Hymensingh, in Bengal, where

the dutv leviable thereon was paid.

The increase in the number of shops in the district of Cacliar was

owing to the transfer of certain villages from the Naga Hills to North

Cachar, in some of which licenses were taken out for the retail vend of

opium.

The figures for the other districts, as given in the foregoing table,

need no further explanation than what has already been given above.

Hie diminution in the number of shops has been one of the main features

of the monopoly system. The general falling off in consumption was

consequent on the enhancement of the retail price of the drug by the

farmers of the mehals.

243. The number of licenses issued for the sale of madat and

chandu, and the revenue realized therefrom
M«ut and cbandn. during the past two years, are shown below :-

Shops. Revenue.

1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 18T7-78.

Madat 29 30 2,624 3,617

Chandu 26 22 2,535 3,745

Thus, the total revenue from opium and its preparations (madat and

chandu) for the whole Province amounted during the year under report

to Bs. 13,05,413, against Bs. 12,21,871 in 1876-77, showing an increase

of Bs. 83,542 in favour of the^past year.

SECTION 2.—SALT.

244. The revenue under this head was derived entirely from the

salt-wells in Cachar, which were leased for the year under review for

Bs. 37, against Bs. 55 in the preceding year. Of the demand, Bs. 19

were collected, leaving a balance of Bs. 18 at the close of the year.

SECTION 3.—EXCISE.

245. The gross excise revenue of the year from all sources, except

opium and its preparations, which are treated in a separate section,

was Bs. 2,31,302, against Bs. 2,01,258 of the preceding year, as shown

in detail in the comparative table below :—

Demand in Net result, plni

HeadB of revenue. t * or minus, in
1876-77. 1877-78. 1877-78.

Rs. He. Rb.

Country spirits 75,839 81,782 +5,943

Rum M75 1,404 -71

Imported wines : 3,171 3,420 +249

Tari 13 13

Pachwai 1,362 1,874 +512

Charaa 20 +20

Uanja 1,19,868 1,42,908 +23,040

Total demand 2,01,728 2,31,421 +29,693

Irrecoverable 470 119 —351

Net revenue 2,01,258 2,31,302 +30,044
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The foregoing- figures show an increased revenue nnder all heads

except "Rum," which gives a decrease of Rs. 71. The bulk of the

increase was contributed by country spirits and ganja, and is

attributable to the further extension of the farming system during the

past year. The revenue from these sources has shown a steady and

progressive rise, although the number of licenses granted for their retail

vend has fallen off considerably. Of the demand of the year, Rs. 421

were paid in Sibsagar in advance in 1876-77 (Rs. 397 on account of

country spirits and Rs. 24 for imported wines) leaving Rs. 2,5)1,000

to be collected during the year under review; of this sum, Rs 2,30,869

were realized during the year; of the unrealized balance (Rs. 131), only

Rs. 12 have been recovered since the close of the year, and the balance,

ru., Rs. 119, which accrued in the Sibsagar district, has been remitted as

irrecoverable. There was an arrear demand of Rs. 1,490, Rs. 415 (in

Sibsagar) for 1875-76, and Rs. 1,075 for 1876-77. Rs. 415, the arrear

demand for 1875-76, has since been remitted as irrecoverable. Of the

arrear demand for 1876-77, Rs. 605 (in Goalpara) have been realized,

ru. and Rs. 470* remitted as irrecoverable. Rs.

*^o^S^"-::::::::::m 19,868 were collected in advance for 1878-79,

- o«™uiiis jjs* on account of country spirits (Rs. 8,066),

Total 470 imported wines (Rs. 24), and ganja (Rs. 11,578).

Thus, the total collections during the year came

to Rs. 2,51,342, as analyzed in the subjoined table, district by district:—

District.
Total demand

Collections.

oi the year.

Arrear. Current. Advance. Total.

Rs. Bs. Bs. IU. Rs.

Bylhet
86.236
89.948
21,379*
12.953
8,986
4,951
17,1247

.... 66.236
89.918
20.K01
12.953
8.986
4,951

10.341

16,768 83,004
89,948
21,206
18,898
10.177
4,951

17,173

'605
"l'.04o
1,191

ggp-::::::::::::::::::::::::::

....

"'832
7,224
1.862

V>30$
803

....
7.224
l,8t;2
1 464

St 7,256
1,862
1 464Giro .,

....
.... ....

*303

Total 2,32,496 60S 2,30,869 19,868 2,51,312

Inclusive of Bs. 766 arrear demand.

The charges of the department, excluding the cost of conveying

opium, aggregated Rs. 8,603, against Rs. 12,405 in 1876-77, or a decrease

of Rs. 3,802 in favour of the year under notice. Of the total amount of

charges in 1877-78, Rs. 6,244, or 72 per cent., occurred in the district of

Sylhet alone, Rs. 1,378, or 16 per cent., in Cachar, Rs. 980, or nearly 12

percent., in Goalpara and Kamrtip, and Re. 1 in Darrang. No charges

were incurred on this account in the other districts of the Province.
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Deducting the above charges from the revenues of the past two

years under comparison, we get the following net results :—

187Í-77. 1877-7».

He. B».

Gross revenue 2,01,258 6,31,302

Deduct charges 12,405 8,603

Net revenue 1,88,853 2,22,699

Thus, the net revenue of the year under report shows a satis

factory increase of 1{ч. 33,846, as compared with the preceding year,

amounting to nearly I.4; per cent.

24G. The manufacture and sale of country spirits in this

Province was carried on during the year under

report, partly under the out-still or monthly tax

system, and partly under a modified farming system. The fixed duty,

or the eudder distillery system, which was formerly in vogue in the

two districts of the Surma Valley, was abolished in 1876-77. The only

change introduced during the year into the system of taxing country

spirits was with reference to the maximum quantity saleable by retail.

The attention of the Chief Commissioner was drawn to the

doubtful efficacy of the restrictions imposed by Sections 35, 44, and 49

of Act XXI. of 1856, limiting to one seer the quantity of country

spirits which might be sold by a licensed vendor, or held in possession

by a private individual at one time. Colonel Keatinge was of opinion

that these restrictions might advantageously be relaxed. He believed

that tin's course would tend to check illicit distillation, and at the same

time to promote the, convenience of the public, while it could scarcely

fail to add to the excise revenue. The restrictions were accordingly

relaxed, and District Officers were authorized to raise the maximum

quantity of country spirits to be sold by retail at one time from one

seer, or one quart bottle, to half a gallon, or three quart bottles. A

similar change had been introduced into Bengal.

The total revenue realized under this head during the past

year was lis. 81,603, against Rs. 75,369 in 1876-77, as shown below,

showing an increa.«e of Us. 6,21)4 in favour of the year under notiee :—-

1870-77. 1877-78.

Demand 15s. 75,839 81,782

Duducl 470 119 remitted as irrecoverable.

75,309 -81,663

Tin's revenue was obtained entirely from fees levied on licenses

for the manufacture and retail of country spirits, granted either under

the monthly tax or the farming system.

247. The monthly tax or outstill system was in force in ¿he districts

«item. of S.vlhot» Darrang, Nowgong, Sibságar, Naga

Hills, and Garó Hills. The number of licenses
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issued, and the amount of revenue derived therefrom, during the past

year, as compared with the last preceding year, are given below:—

District.

issued in Beveime in

■

1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1877-78.

°35 34 8,928 10,736

13 14 3,824 5,257

8 8 2,452 3,843

11 11 14,480 15,946

2 2 756 303

GAro „ „ 3 3 1,765 1,200

Total „ 72 72 32,205 37,285

* 38 under the Sudder distillery system daring the first half of the year and 32 during the latter half of
the year under the oaratill system.

There was a total increase of Rs. 5,080 in revenue, although

the number of licenses remained the same. An increase in the revenue

is noticeable in all but the two hill districts. The Political Officer in

charge Naga Hills, and the Deputy-Commissioner, Giro Hills, attribute

the falling off in their districts to the fact that the competition for licenses

at auction was less brisk than in the preceding year, when the value of

the mehals had not been well ganged.

248. The system of selling by auction the right of manufacture andt„ sale of country spirits within certain defined

Farming system. i •/» . ..

areas, which has been in iorce in the districts of

Goalpara, Kamnip, and Lakhimpur since 1876^77, was introduced for

the first time into the district of Cachar during the past year, in lieu of

the sudder distillery system, which was previously in vogue.

In the district of Cachar, the sale of all exciseablo articles was

practically in the hands of a single wealthy and influential firm, who

were enabled to crush all competition and thus create for themselves,

practically, a single monopoly, notwithstanding the effort that was made

to upset their plans by selling shops singly. With regard to country

spirits, it was found impossible to break through this combination.

In vain were repeated endeavours made to sell shops singly, or in groups

by tehsils. The combination of the monopolists was too strong, and, as

they bid a sum of Rs. 34,000, against Rs. 25,000, the highest offer made

by any other persons, and as they consented to a reduction of the number

of shops from 103 to 80 (72 shops only were actually opened), their

proposals were accepted for the whole district. In Goalpara, Kamnip,

and Lakhimpur, monopolies of single shops were separately sold, with

a few exceptions, where two shops were allowed in each mouzah.
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The subjoined table shows the resalís of the fanning system

during the year under report, as compared with the previous year:—

District.

Number of shops. Bwi ППР.

1878-77. 1877-78. 187«-77. 1877-78.

B*. Rs.

34,000103 72 32,315

16 10 4903 4256

28 11 4,715 4,032

5 6 1,231 2090

Total 152 99 43,164 44,378

The districts of Goálpára and Kámrúp show a large falling off

in the receipts from country spirits. The Deputy-Commissioner of

Goálpára attributes the decrease to the ordinary fluctuation in revenue.

In Kámrúp, a large falling off is noticeable, both in the number of

licenses issued for the sale of country spirits and the receipts therefrom.

These unsatisfactory results must have been caused, it is feared, to some

extent by illicit distillation. The necessity of every effort being made,

through the mouzahdars and police, to detect and check such illicit

distillation has been impressed on the Deputy-Commissioner.

The consumption of country spirits in the district of the Khasi

Hills has not yet been brought under a system of taxation.

249. The revenue from rum has shown a steady falling off, caused

by tbe extension of the exemption provided in

Section 49 of Act XXI. of 1«56 to the case of

planters who are in the habit of importing rum for the use of their

coolies, for which they are required to pay no tax beyond the duty levied

on the manufacture in Bengal. The planters are not held liable to take

out licenses, or to pay any license-fees for thelright of issuing rum to their

garden coolies. It has been found that this system has not onlv inju

riously affected the revenue from rum, but has in several instants

diminished the returns from the sale of country spirits. The Deputy-

Commissioncr of Cachar, for example, remarks, in his Excise Adminis

tration Report for the past year, that '' there has been a considerable

increase in the consumption of rum, owing to the planters endeavouring

to substitute this liquor for country spirits at the gardens."

The licenses granted for the sale of rum are either wholesale

or retail. A wholesale vendor cannot sell less than two Imperial

gallons, or one dozen quart bottles, to ono man at a time. The retail
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vendor may sell below, bat not above, this limit. The fee for a whole

sale license is Rs. 16 a year. The rate of fees on retail sale licenses

varies in the different districts. 11 wholesale licenses were taken out

during the year, 3 in Cachar, 1 in Sylhet, and 7 in Lakhimpur, against

7 issued during the preceding year, vis., 2 in Cachar, 1 in Sylhet, and 4

in Lakhimpur, while the number of retail licenses fell off from 24

in 1876-77 to 18 in 1877-78. No licenses were taken out in the

districts of the Assam Valley, except Darrang and Lakhimpur. No

licenses were taken out in the Naga Hills and Khasi Hills districts.

The total revenue under this head amounted to Rs. 1,404 in 1877-78,

against Rs. 1,475 in 1876-77, or a decrease of Rs. 71 in 1877-78.

250, Revenue from imported wines and spirits was obtained in

imported wines. au *ne districts of the Province except the

Naga Hills. Revenue under this head consists

entirely of license-fees. During the past year 75 licenses (31 whole

sale, 1 hotel retail, and 43 general retail) were granted, against 77 (32

wholesale, 1 hotel retail, and 44 general retail) issued during the preced

ing year. The fees levied on these licenses brought in a revenue of

Rs. 3,420 in 1877-78, against Rs. 3,171 in the preceding year, or an

increase of Rs. 249 in favour of the past year.

251. There were only two licenses for tari taken out during the

Tm1 year under report, both in Kamrup, one for the

sale of fermented tari and the other for the sale

of unfermented or fresh tari. The revenue from these licenses amounted

to Rs. 13 only.

252. There is no restriction on the manufacture of pachwai for

pachwai. home consumption: the consequence being that,

with the exception of a small amount in

Cachar and Sylhet, no revenue is derived in this Province from this

source. Last year, 23 licenses in all were issued for the sale of pachwai,

16 in Cachar and 7 in Sylhet, and the revenue therefrom aggregated

Rs. 1,874.

253. Last year, two licenses were taken out for the vend of charas,

0haaa one in Cachar and the other in Nowgong. A

sum of Rs. 20 was realized from fees on these

licenses. No licenses of this kind were issued, and, consequently, there

was no revenue under this head during the preceding year, 1876-77.

254. The system of putting up to auction the monopoly of the

^ vend of ganja within certain specified bounda

ries, on conditions almost identical with those

of the licenses heretofore issued under the fixed license-fee system, in

accordance with the Board's Rules, Section 17, Chapter V., was started

in 1876-77 in the three districts of Cachar, Goalpara, and Kamrup.
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The system was extended during the year under report to the remaining

districts of tho Province, with results as exhibited in the following table:—

District.

Cooimnptlon Revenue.

187C-77. 1877-78.
Net result, pit»

or mintu.
1876-77. 1877-78.

EemH.pla»

or raiuDs.

M. S. C. M. S. С. M. S. C.

—54 18 9

Be. Ra.

30302

B»,

Cue-liar 175 10 7 120 31 14 30.532 —23*3

Svll.ct 308 3-2 13 376 22 6 +67 29 9 6M65 77,304 +15.K39

55 35 0 68 38 12 + 13 3 12 12,768 16,113 +3345

46 7 U 40 17 0 —5 30 0 9,289 8,692 —597

19 G O 17 35 1 —1 10 15 2,445 3,477 + 1,032

Now^iiiig 2 ЗЯ 0

1 38 0

380

1 38 8

+0 10 0

+008

96

308

938

252

+842

—56

l,;u- iMliij'iU' 16 19 С 7 12 0

3 30 0

1 6 0

—976

—3 20 0

+160

2,114 3,9801

1,730

120

+1,*66

+879

+ 120

KliiUi Hills ... 7 10 0

z_____

851

Total ... СЗЗ 36 10 641 39 9 +8 2 15 1,19,868 1,42,908
+•¿3,040

From the foregoing table it will appear that there was a decrease

both in consumption and revenue in the districts of Cachar and

Kámrúp. In Sibságar, there was a slight increase in consumption of

8 chitáks only, attended by a falling ott' in revenue of Rs. 56. In the

districts of Darrang, Lakhimpur, and Khási Hills, consumption decreased

perceptibly, while there was a marked increase in revenue. In

the remaining districts of the Province, the figures show an increase

both in consumption and revenue. The total result for the whole

province is a slignt increase of 1'26 per cent, in consumption, the revenue

at the same time having increased 19'22 per cent.

In Cachar, tho monopoly of the vend of ganja in tho plains

portion of the district was sold by auction for Re. 17,500, against

Ils. 1 2,600 of the previous year, showing an increase of Rs. 4,900. But,

notwithstanding this large increase in license-fees, the total revenue

derived from ganja shows a decrease of Rs. 230, compared with the returns

of 1876-77, owing to the consumption of the year having fallen oft',

which is attributed to the dealers, being aware of the impending changes,

having, in consequence, laid iu large stocks of ganja in March, 1877.

In Sylhet, the consumption of the drug rose from 308 maunds

in 1876-77*to 376 mauuds in 1877-78, but was etill much lower than

in 1875-76, when it amounted to 419 maunds. The consumption in

1876-77 was kept down by a combination among the gtJadars. which

tended to force up the retail price abnormally. This combination was

successfully overcome in 1877-78 by the local authorities refusing to

grant retail licenses to persons who were engaged in the wholesale trade.

The revenue increased in 1877-78 by B*. L5,839., as compared with

the figures for the preceding year. This increase is attributable both to
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the enhanced rates at which licenses were granted and the increased

consumption of the drug, owing to the circumstances described above.

The revenue in Goálpára rose from Rs. 12,708 in 1876-77, to

Rs. 16,113 in 1877-78, or an increase of Rs. 3,345, which is attributable

both to the larger sale-proceeds of the monopolies of vend and the

increased receipts from fixed duty levied on the quantity of the drug

•which actually passed into consumption. The consumption increased

by 13 mau n i K in explanation of which the Deputy-Commissioner of the

district remarks that, "ganja is much used in lien of opium, the latter

being too dear for the poor people, and hence the increase in the

consumption of ganja, and the corresponding decrease in the consumption

of opium."

The district of Kámrúp shows a falling off both in consump

tion and revenue, attributable to the smaller demand for the drug, owing

to the removal during the year of the head-quarters of the 42nd Regi

ment from Qanhati. In Darrang, a decrease in consumption of over

one maund was attended by a satisfactory increase in revenue of Rs. 1,032,

a result which is attributable entirely to the introduction of the

monopoly system.

The figures for Nowgong show an enormous increase in the

revenue derived from ganja, a result entirely attributable to the introduc

tion of the monopoly system. The revenue in 1876-77 was Rs. 96, and

in the year under report it rose to Rs. 938, or nearly tenfold as much

as in the previous year. In Sibságar, the consumption of ganja is at

present very limited.

In Lakhimpur, the consumption decreased by more than one-

half. It fell off from 16 maunds in 1876-77 to 7 maunds in 1877-78.

This serious decrease is ascribed by the Deputy-Commissioner to the

sudden enhancement of the retail price of the drug in the bazaar, necessi

tated to some extent by the high prices which the farms fetched at

auction. The revenue, however, was increased largely by the system

of selling the monopoly of the retail vend of the drug by auction. The

revenue rose from Rs. 2,114 in 187G-77 to Rs. 3,980 in 1877-78,

showing an increase of Rs. 1,866, or nearly 90 per cent.

In the Khási Hills, very satisfactory results were obtained. The

consumption decreased by nearly one-half, while the revenue rose from

Rs. 851 in 1876-77 to Rs. 1,730 in 1877-78. The Deputy-Commissioner

attributes the decrease in consumption to ganja of higher value having

been introduced for sale during the year, and the increase in revenue to

the introduction of the new system of sale of monopolies by auction.

Hitherto there were no shops for the sale of ganja in the Garó

Hills district. During the year under report one shop was for the

first time opened in the district, and the right of retail vend was sold by

auction for Rs. 10 per mensem. 1 maund (5 seers of ganja was consumed

during the year. This ganja was procured from the sub-divisional

treasury at Jamalpur, in the district of Mymensingh, in Bengal, where

the duty leviable thereon was paid.
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255. Cases of breaches of the Excise Laws have been reported from

Breach« of the Excise Law,. a11 the Valle7 Districts of the Province except

Goálpára. 149 persons in all were arrested, of

whom 124, or 88 per cent., wore convicted. The foregoing figures show

a falling ott' in the percentage of convictions, as compared with the result

of prosecutions in 1870-77. In 1870-77, out of 124 persons arrested,

120, or У 7 per cent., were convicted. This decrease occurred in the

districts of Cachar, Kámrúp, and Lakhimpur, where convictions were

obtained in 58, 5(>, and (!,'i por cent., respectively, of the persons put on

trial. In the districts of Sylhot and Sibságar, however, the results of

prosecutions wero excellent, conviction having been obtained in every

caso in which arrests were made, and they point to commendable

discretion on the part of the excise and police officers in making arrests.

The fines imposed during the year amounted to Rs. 3,314, oF

which Us. 2,9(55, or nearly 90 per cent., were realized. Of this sum,

Its. 1,854 were paid during the year by way of reward to informers and

appréhendera.

SECTION 4.—STAMPS.

256. The general financial results of the administration of this

branch of the Imperial revenue during tho past year, as compared

with the preceding three years, are exhibited in the subjoined table,

in which, however, the receipts from the sale of postage, service, and

telegraph stamps are not included:—

Class of Stamp.

Кетеппе.

Average of

the three1871-75. 1875-76. 1S76-77.

years.

18Л-Т8.

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

General stamps ... 1,38,795 1,44,950 1,38,299 1,40,681 1,67,079

Court-fee stamps

Total

3,35,827 3,01,165 3,49,033 3,48,675 3,81,094

4,74,622 5,06,115 4,87,332 4,89,356 5.48,173

From this table, it will be seen that the revenue of the year from

general and court-fee stamps shows a satisfactory increase over that

of any of the preceding throe years. While the receipts from general

stamps have risen 20 per cent, over the revenue of the previous

year, the sales of court-fee stamps have exceeded those of the preceding

year by lis. 32,0(51, or 9 por cent. The increase of 20 per cent, in tho

revenue from general stamps is satisfactory. It is not unreasonable

to suppose- that this improved revenue was caused by a proportionate

increase in monetary and commercial transactions, from which the

general stamp revenue is derived, and was also partly the effect of the

measures taken to prevent evasions of the Stamp Laws.
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The largest amount of stamp revenue was realized in the district

of Sylhct, inc., Rs. 2,93,165. Kámrúp stands the next in order, which

shows a revenue of Rs. 54,592. The district of Cachar, which stood

second in order in 1876-77, has now taken the third place, yielding a

revenue of Rs. 53,553.

In none of the remaining districts did the revenue reach Rs. 50,000.

b'rom the following table, it will be seen that the revenue realized in

Sylhot exceeded that of all the remaining districts of the Provinco taken

together by Rs. 38,157, though the population of Sylhet is only

1,719,539, against 2,332,480 of these latter districts:—

District. Population.

Огона revenue In

Incidence of

revenue in

1877-78 per heed

of population.1876-77. 1877-78.

Rs. Rs. As. P.

Cachar 205,027

444,761

561,681

230.009

256,390

296,589

121,267

68,918

141,838

54,701

41,379

52,231

20,175

27,061

31,863

19,738

182

3,110

53,553

36,421

54,592

22,438

27,997

34,236

22,043

301

3,427

Ná"-a Hills

Khaii Hills

2,332,480 2,50,440 2,55,008 1 9

Sylhet 1,719,539 2,36,892 2,93,165 2 9

Refonds

Discount

Múcellancons

Ля.

1.399

8,840

74

Us.

829

10,2.55

261

10,319 П,34Я

The charges of the department amounted to Rs. 11,345 in 1877-78,

against Rs. 10,319 in the year immediately preceding, as detailed in

1876-77. 1877-78. the margin. There was thus an increase of Rs.

1,026, or nearly 10 per cent., in the amount of

charges during the year. The total gross

revenue of the year shows an increase of Rs.

60.841, or nearly 12 pur cent. It is satisfactory

to observe that the percentage of increase in charges was less than that

in revenue.

The increased charges were due mainly to the district of Sylhet,

where the figures under the head of discount rose from Us. 4,4Sfi in

1876-77 to Rs. 5,601 in 1877-78, owing to the larger sales of the

court-fee and general stamps during the year under report. Mis

cellaneous charges show an increase of Rs. 187, or 252 per cent., due

principally to the districts of Goúlpára and Kámrúp. This increase

is attributed to the cost incurred in sending stamps and stamped papers

from the head-quarters to the sub-divisions and elsewhere having been

higher in 1877-78 than in 1876-77.
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Deducting the charges from the total gross revenue for the last

two years, the following net results are obtained:—

1876-77. 1877-78

Re. Hi.

Gross revenue 4,87,332 5,48,173

Deduct charges 10,319 11,345

Net revenue 4,77,013 5,36,828

Thus, the net revenue of the year shows a satisfactory increase of

Rs. 59,815, or nearly 13 per cent.

257. The following is an analysis of the gross receipts of the year

under the General Stamp Act, as compared with the results of the

year immediately preceding:—

»—

Miscellaneous receipts.

Year.

Non-jadlcialor

document.
y

p o

HnndlorbUTe
olexchange.

UnderSection 20oftbeAct. UnderSection 24oftheAnt

Total.

£ .4
sag

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

122

Rs.

3,029

2,197

Rs.

1,38,2.99

1,67,079

1876-77 1,29,462

1,58,530

4,390 1,296

1877-78 4,753 1,517 82

29,068 363 221 28,780

Decrease

1

40 832

Of the total amount of Rs. 1,67,079 realized during the year under

report, the district of Sylhet alone contributed Rs. 94,925, or 57 per

cent., and the district of Cachar Rs. 20,058, or 12 per cent. Of the

remainder, the sum of Rs. 50,455, or 30 per cent., was contributed by

the six districts of the Brahmaputra Valley, and the balance of Rs. 1,641,

or 1 per cent, of the total revenue, was realized in two of the bill

districts,—Khasi Hills and Naga Hills. No one of the Brahmaputra

Valley districts, except Kamriip and Sibsagar, returned receipts exceed

ing Rs. 10,000 ; but the return of the past year shows an improvement

under this head of revenue in all the districts of the Province except

Darrang, which shows a decrease of Rs. 108, as compared with the

preceding year.

Non-judicial.—The increase of Rs. 29,068 in the sale-proceeds of

non-judicial or document stamps is satisfactory. This increase was

distributed over all the districts of the Province except Darrang, where

the revenue realized under this head shows a decrease. The receipts fell

off from Rs. 3,543 in 1876-77 to Rs. 3,384 in 1877-78, or a decrease of
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Rs. 159, owing to a falling off in the number of coolio agreements

executed at the tea-gardens during the year under report.

Adhesive.—All the districts of the Province show increased receipts

from the sale of this description of stamps, except Sylhet, where a

decrease of Rs. 55 occurred during the year under notice, as compared

with the preceding year. No special cause has been assigned for this

falling off.

Uundi.—The increase of Rs. 221 in the sale of Hundi stamps was

due mainlv to the district of Sylbet, where the sales of these stamps

rose from Rs. 245 in 1876-77 to Rs. 452 in 1877-78, showing an

increase of Els. 207, or nearly 85 per cent., but compared with 1875-76

the figures still show a decrease of Rs. 84. The decrease in 1876-77, as

compared with the year immediately preceding, was probably an

abnormal one.

Miscellaneous.—The returns from all the plains districts of the

Province, except Cachar, Kamrup, and Sibsagar, show an improvement

under this head of revenue ; but the increase, viz., of Rs. 383, was more

than counterbalanced by tbe total heavy falling off of Rs. 1,255 in the

three abovementioned districts.

In Cachar, the revenue under this head, to which are credited

^ the duty and penalties levied on unstamped

I873-74 1,347 and insufficiently-stamped documents, has fallen

MT4-7S v.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'".'.'.'.'.'. on? steadily for the past five years, as will appear

JJ^JllJ • Ijij from the figures given in the margin. This

steady decrease arises, it may be supposed, to a

great extent, from the greater attention paid by the public to the

provisions of the Stamp Law.

258. Court-fee Stamps.—The total sales of court-fee stamps

amounted during the year to Rs. 3,81,094, against Rs. 3,49,033 in 1876-77

and Rs. 3,61,165 in 1875-76, showing an increase of Rs. 32.061 over

1876-77, and of Rs. 19,929 as compared with 1875-76. These results

are due mainly to the district of Svlhet, where the revenue under this head

rose from Rs. 1,63,840 in 1876-77 to Rs. 1,98,240 in the year under

report, or an increase of Rs. 34,400, in consequence of the increase in the

number of suits and appeals instituted during the year, resulting from

the changes made under the new Law of Limitation, which came into

force on 1st October, 1877. All the remaining districts of the Province

(except Cachar, Goalpara, and Nowgong), gave a larger revenue during

the year. The Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar attributes the decrease

(of Rs. 3,138) in his district to a falling off in the institution of civil

suits, owing partly to the enhanced prices of food during the year. The

falling off of Rs. 5,603 in Goalpara is attributed by the Deputy-Commis

sioner to the receipts of the preceding year (1876-77) having been

abnormally high, owing to the institution in that year of three heavy

civil suits against Government by the Bijni Raja and the zemindars of

Gauripur and Mechpara. The decrease in Nowgong is nominal, and

calls for no remarks.
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259. Postar/e, Service, and Telegraph Stamps.—The sales of postage,

service, and telegraph stamps during the last four years are shown in the

following table:—

Postage. Sen ico. Telegraph.

RB. Rj. Rs.

1Я74-75 50,729 14.646 19,860

1875-70 58,:Ш 15.846 18,770 .

187C-77 62.590 Ki.599 2G.468

1877-78 73,019 17,481 42,396

Tho steady increase, in the sales of postage stamps is a matter for

congratulation. In four years the sale of these stamps has increased

bv Hs. 22, N1)0. or 45 per cent. The increased sale of service stamps is

due to an increase in official correspondence. The increased receipts

under head " Telegraph Stamps" are attributable mainly to the more

extensive use of the wire by the public since it has been extended to the

districts of Upper Assam.

2(>0. Prosecutions uiuler the Stamp Laws.—In the matter of prose

cutions instituted by local officers for infringements of the Stamp Laws,

the Chief Commissioner is of opinion that a creditable degree of watchful

ness has generally been shown by the officers concerned. During 1874-75

there were no prosecutions for breaches of the Stamp Laws in thisrrovince.

The absence of any prosecutions can hardly be regarded as a matter for

congratulation. The results of subsequent years indicate that in former

years officers were somewhat wanting in due vigilance. The figures

given below do not necessarily show that offences have actually increased

during the last four years, but that greater vigilance has brought into

light more cases of wilful evasions of the Stamp Laws :—

Numb«- of

prosecutions.

1Я74-75 Nu.

1875-70 3

1870-77 16

1877-78 28

Twelve of the above prosecutions were undertaken during the year

under report in the district ofSvlhet, in which twelve persons were brought

to trial ; of these, eleven were convicted and only one acquitted. In sis of

the eleven cases in which conviction was obtained, the offence committed

was the execution of instruments on paper not dnly stamped, and the

penalties inflicted consisted of small fines only. Tho remaining five cases

were under Section 48 of the General Stamp Act, for disobeying the rules

framed under the said section for the sale of stamps. In the above cases

fines amounting to Us. 1(50 were inflicted on the offenders; out of this

amount, a sum of lis. 7-8 was given as a reward to an informant

under Section 38 of Act XVIII. of 1809.

In Nowgong, there were eleven cases during the year. Eight persons

were convicted of having executed bonds on unstamped paper, with the

intention of evading the payment of the proper stamp duty. The total

amount of fines inflicted in these cases was fis. 64.

In Sibságar, there were four prosecutions. In two cases the

accused were convicted of having executed bonds on insufficiently
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stamped papers, and in the other two casos the charge was for executing

a receipt and a deed of gift on plain paper. The fines inflicted were

nominal.

In Lakhimpur, there was only one prosecution under Section 34 of

the General Stamp Act, in which four persons were convicted of not

having stated the full consideration-money in a deed of sale, with the

deliberate intention of evading the Stamp Law. The accused were

sentenced to fines of Rs. 100, 250, 125, and 125, respectively. A

penalty of Rs. 995 was also realized from the accused. Ont of the amount

of the fines, a sum of Rs. 300 was paid to the informant as a reward

under Section 38 of the Act.

In the district of Cachar, there were seven cases in which documents

•were impounded, owing to their having been executed on unstamped

or insufficiently-stamped papers- In all these cases, however, ignorance

was the cause of the violation of the law, and hence no prosecutions

were undertaken, but penalties were realized from the parlies concerned.

261. Miscellaneous.—All the Deputy-Commissioners of the Province

report that the rules for the custody, sale, and defacement of stamps were

duly carried out during the year under report.

In last year's Administration Report, the measures that were

taken in 187(5-77 to prevent the fraudulent use or removal of adhesive

court-fee stamps were reported, and it -was anticipated that the instruc

tions issued would greatly diminish the danger of the fraudulent removal

of judicial stamps from records. The Chief Commissioner is glad to

observe that no case of fraud of this kind was brought to his notice

during the past year.

SECTION 5.—ELEPHANTS.

2П2. Thirteen mehnls, as detailed below, were leased during the

year in the districts of Kámrúp, Lakhimpur, Khási and Jaintiá Hills,

and the Garó Hills, for Rs. 36,001:—

Number of mehals. Be.

Kámrúp ... ... 3 6.000

Lakhimpur ... ... 7 14,350

Kliási and Jaintiá Hills ... 1 750

Garó Hills ... ... 2 14,901

Total ... 13 36,001

As the revenue payable on account of the leases sold was not

due till the 30th April, 1878, no account of its realization will be given

here.

The demand on account of leases of elephant mehals sold

during 1876-77, and on account of royalty on elephants caught during

the year under review amounted to Us. 31,870, of which Us. 15,415

were collected, leaving an outstanding balance of Rs. 7,850 at the close

R*. of the year. This balance was confined to the

::'.'.'. »w districts noted on the margin. Of this balance

G.6W ]{s ЗдюОаге due from one Mr. Larminie, a lessee

of one of the melials in the Garó Hills. This sum is irrecoverable, and

will have to be remitted.
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The arrear demand amounted to Us. 2,800, of which Rs. 2,200

were collected and Rs. 400 remitted during the year under report,

leaving a balance of Rs. 200 at the close of the year.

Besides the above collections, Us. 24,1 36 were paid in advance

on account of leases for 1878-79 sold during the year.

In all, 172 elephants were captured by lessees during the year

under review, of which 40 were purchased by Government, 10 died, and

оно was released, being heavy with calf, leaving 112 at the disposal of

the lessees. Royalty amounting to Rs. 9,650 (Rs. 7,450 for elephants

captured during the year and Rs. 2,200 on account of elephants cap

tured during the preceding year) was realized.

During the year under report the Chief Commissioner

approved of certain alterations in the form of license for catching

elephants. Under the amended form of license, one-fourth of the revenue

is payable on the day of sale, half the remainder on or before the 31st

December, and the remainder on or before the 1st March.

The operations of the Khedda Department during the year

were confined to mehal No. 1, in the Garó Hills, where 92 elephants

were captured.

SECTION VI.—LAC.

263. Seven mehals for the collection of indigenous lac were leasfd

during the year, against eight in the preceding year, as shown in the

statement given below:—

Number of leases in— Rerenuein—

Districts.

1876-77. 1877-78. 1876-77. 1S77-78.

Rs. Rs.

2

1

1

1

2

1

3

1

10 24

200

927

72Riliu'iirnr

200

650

40

603

8 7 960 1,223

From the above, it will appear that the revenue derived

during year under review amounted to Rs. 1,223, against Rs. %Q in

the preceding year. In only four districts, Káinrúp, Darrang, Kow-

gong, and Sibságar, have lac mehals been leased out. In Lakhimpur

there was no bid for the mehals. The Deputy-Commissioner, after

making inquiries, reported that no indigenous lac exists in the plains

portion of his district; some indigenous lac is found in the hills border

ing on Lakhimpur, but, owing to the. difficulty of gathering it arid

bringing it to the market for sale, there is no trade in the product.

In November, 1877, the Chief Commissioner directed the

District Officers to make, further inquiries into the production of, and
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trade in, lac in their respective districts, with the view to see if any

improvement could be effected in the revenue derived from this commo

dity. The result of the inquiries shows that only in five of the districts

of the Province is there any indigenous lac.

The total demand, amounting to Rs. 1,223, was realized during

the year.

SECTION 7.—RUBBER.

264. Revenue from rubber is obtained in the Giro Hills district

only. The Deputy-Commissioner purchases rubber from private collec

tors as a Government monopoly, and sells it again to the best

advantage. During the year under review, 1114 maunds were so

purchased and sold for Rs. 3,571, against 34 maunds in the preceding

year. The rubber is purchased for Rs. 20, and sold for Rs. 32 a maund,

the profit being Rs. 12 per maund.

Tlie caoutchouc plantations in Charduar, on the Kulsi River,

in Kami-tip, have been reported on in Chapter IV., Section 3—Forests.

B.—REVENUE and FINANCE OTHER THAN

IMPERIAL.

SECTION 1.—PROVINCIAL REVENUE.

265. The receipts and charges of the year under Provincial Services

are exhibited in the following statement:—

Hu.id of Service. Receipt*. Charges.
Net results.

Receipts. J Charges.

Imperial allotment for

Refund- and drawbacks...

Rs.

16,76,000

8,031

Rs. Rs.

16,76,000

Rs.

Law and Justice, viz.—

Law and Justice

574

16,746

868

603

100

4,172

574

8,715

868

603

100

4,172

38.845

18,608

5,243

23,029

8,622

1,19,470

15,687

6,06,786

1,63,171

604

33,532

23,475

172

38,750

7,12,186

2,921

8,622

80,625

3,691

1,505

6,01,543

1,40,142

604

29,841

21,970

172

35,920

7,08,775

2,830

3,411  

17,81,193 17,45,518 16,78,'J21 16,43,246

35,675

>

Q
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The surplus of Rs. 35,675 is, according to rule, added to the

balance at the beginning of the year, and makes up the amount at credit

of the Local Administration to Rs. 1,52,649. The chief differences

between the figures of 1877-78 and 1876-77 have already been explained

in Part A of this chapter; and this statement therefore calls for no

remark.

SECTION 2.—LOCAL FUNDS.

266. The receipts and expenditure of the several Local Funds is

shown in the following statement:—

Head of Service.

r

3
a

S
o
H

RECEIPTS.

Rates, taxes, and cesses
Police
Education
Tolls
Rents
Sale of nooses, &c
Cattle-trespass fines
Miscellaneous fees and fines
Private contributions
Sundry receipts
Contributions from one fund

to another.
Public Works

Total.

CnAROES.

196
11,993

29,071
S85

31,784

1,80,393

63.219
2,864
300

434
9,094

22,000

13,460

■Rs-

623

302

66,832 2,68,328

Refunds
Collection of cesses and

taxes, &c.
Police
Education
Minor establishm.
Miscellaneous . .
Contributions from one fund

to another.
Ditto to Municipal

funds.
Public Works

nts . .

Total

MS

12,011

lo'.ois
8,470
22,000

1,000

17,556

71,983

5,151

13,460 3,204

603

29,606
8,650
311

2,39,129

2,78,412

47

2,093
68

1,274

10,600 3,482

2,800

R*

5,304

1,94,049
11,993
5.304

53,218
8,289
300

31,300
388 1

1,057
15,474
22,000

21,759

23

5,862

6,420

*»

2^9,186
11,772
4,832

44,453
1,952

26,188
334

1,008
6.501
5,000

18,761

3,49,937

1,661

12,011
35,»18
31,301

8,8*2
22,000

1,000

2,58,494

9S2
S«S->

13,488
22,035
49,452
3,958
5,000

2,43,417

13,799

8,49,314

The comparison between the total receipts *and total expendi

ture of Local Funds shows a small deficit, which is taken in reduction

of the balances brought forward from previous years. All the funds

were solvent at the end of the year, the aggregate balance being

Rs. 1,91,309.
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Under " Receipts" there was an increase under all heads except

that of "Bates, taxes, and cesses," under which a decrease appears

of Rs. 35,137; this decrease is, however, susceptible of explanation: In

1876-77 there was an arrear credit of Rs. 60,600 on account of the assign

ment of l-17th of the land revenue, which should have been credited to

the Lakhimpur and Kámrúp District Improvement Funds in 1875-76,

and, if this be taken into account, there is an increase under this head,

thus :—

Л*

Arrear credit in 1876-77 ....................................... 60,GOO

Decrease in 1877-78, compared with 1876-77 ............ 35,137

Real inciease in 1877-78 ......... 25,463

This increase is attributable to the introduction of the road-cess

into the (ioálpára district, and to the general increase in the land

revenue on which the 1-1 7th assignment is levied.

The mercases under the other heads of receipt call for no parti

cular remark. The excess under "Tolls," "Rents," "Cattle-trespass

fines," and " Public Works" is due to the general opening up of the

Province, which necessitates increased accommodation at ferries,

staging-bungalows, and pounds. The head " Sundry receipts" must

from its nature vary much from year to year; and the increase under

" Contributions" is explained by the corresponding debit,—it is a mere

transfer of funds from one account to another.

Of the net increase, Rs. 21,600, under "Charges," Rs. 18,000

are accounted for by contributions to other funds, Rs. 17,000 will be

found under " Receipts," and this amount, as explained above, is a mere

transfer of money from one Local Fund account to another. The

remainder of the increase, Rs. 1,000, is attributable to the grant to the

Shillong Town Improvement Fund, which is now classed as a "Municipal

Fund."

The decrease under " Minor establishments" and the increase

under "Miscellaneous" are due partly to differences in the classification

of the accounts of the two years.

The net decrease in the two heads is owing to the tonga dâk

having been made over to the Postr-offico on a subsidy of Rs. 3,600 per

annum, instead of the whole charge being borne by Local Funds.

The excess under " Public Works" is due to the increased opera

tions of that department in providing staging-bungalows, steam and

other ferries, &c., at important points.

The Town Improvement and Eazaar Funds noticed in this chapter in

previous reports are now classed as Municipal, and not as Local Funds.

SECTION 3.—MUNICIPAL REVENUES.

267. An account of the receipts and expenditure of the several

Municipalities of the Province has already been given in Chapter III.,

Section 8 of this report.
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CHAPTER VI.

VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SEEVICES.

SECTION 1.—BIRTHS AND DEATHS.

2fi8. The registration of vital statistics was continued during ths

year under review on the system described in previous reports, and ii is

:o bo regretted that the results are still very unsatisfactory. The

figures aro absolutely valueless. Taking the Province as a whole, the

death-ratp, as returned, was 10'9 per mille of the population nnifrr

registration, which at the census of 1872 numbered 3,805,3(54. In

the district of Goálpára, the death-rate was only 8'7 per mille, and in

Sylhrt it was still lower, namely, 5'8 per mille.

Taking the general and the selected areas, urban and rar.il

separately, the following results were obtained, namely:—

Death-rate.

General area 14'5 per mille.

Selected urban 32'8 „ „

Selected rural 2G-1 „ „

In the selected urban area of Lakhimpur, which include? only

the station of Dibrugarh. the death-rate was 57'8 por mille. This exces

sive mortality was duo chiefly to cholera. In the selected urban area of

Darrang, the death-rate was 49'7 per mille, and in that of Sylhrt it

was 41 '5 per mille. The death-rate in the former area was no donbt

exceptionally affected by the presence within it of the lunatic asylum

and of the dispensary, in which a large number of deaths of tea coolies

admitted in a dying state occurred. The high death-rate in tho Sylhet

selected urban area was largely due to cholera. Even in the selected

areas there is, as a rule, such an enormous excess of the male over the

female rate of mortality as to compel the conclusion that a large num

ber of deaths among the female population must be unregistered. Thuí,

in the Goálpára urban area the male death-rate was 76'6, the female 7'7

per mille; in Kámrúp the male death-rate was 12'3, the female 5'3 per

mille; in Nowgong the corresponding figures were 15'2 and 7'9.

Notwithstanding these defects, however, there is reason to believe

that registration is improving in the selected areas.

The deaths from all causes during the year numbered 4 1,71ft-

Of these, 18,715 were due to fevers, 11,377 to cholera, 5,806 to bowel-

complaints, 1,2(50 to small-pox, 261 to snake-bites and attacks by wild

beasts, and 432 to wounds and accidents. The proportion of deaths
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from cholera is very large. This disease was exceedingly fatal in the

districts of Sylhet, Nowgong, Darrang, and Kamriip. The term

"fevers." however, in native parlance, embraces a great variety of

diseases, as pneumonia, bronchitis, phthisis, hepatitis, —in fact, every

ailment attended with increased heat of the body.

The registration of births continued to be confined to selected

areas, with an aggregate population of 120,821. The results were very

unsatisfactory. Altogether, 2,539 births were registered, giving a birth

rate of 20 9 per mille of population. The sexes born were in the propor

tion of 123 males to 100 females. So great an excess of males is without

parallel in accurate statistics. In the districts of Sibsagar, Goalpara, and

Darrang, the birth-rates approached very closely to the English birth

rate. They were 34"0, 32*1, and 31*3, respectively.

It is to be hoped that, as the people become more familiar with

the system and objects of registration, better results will bo obtained in

future years. An endeavour will be made to secure more accurate

information regarding the rate of re-production and mortality in all the

sndder stations. In the outlying portions of the Province, the difficulties

of obtaining information on such subjects are almost insurmountable;

and the statistics obtainable so long as registration is voluntary, will

always be so untrustworthy, that, in the Chief Commissioner's opinion,

it would be almost better to abandon all idea of collecting them. In

the sudder stations, however, all difficulties may eventually be overcome

by careful supervision.

SECTION 2.—IMMIGRATION and LABOUR INSPECTION.

269. As in the report for the previous year, a brief account of the

immigrant population of the Province during the year under review will

be given in this section, and certain subjects in connection with labour

immigration into Assam will be touched upon. The statistics concerning

the immigrant population during the year will also be compared with

the corresponding statistics for the preceding year.

270. At the commencement of the year 1877, there were 135,807

statistic? of the total immi- immigrants in the Province. During the year,

f^t populate. g^g- immigr£mts were added by importation,

and 54,815 were otherwise added. Thus, the total number of the

immigrants employed in the Province during the year under review was

222,519. 7,465 deaths occurred, 4,724 adults deserted, 53,111 immi

grants were otherwise deducted, that is, by determination of contract, by

redemption under Section 137 of Act VII. (B.C.) of 1873, by cancel-

ment of contract, and so on. The total number thus removed being

65,300, the total number of immigrants remaining in the Province at the

end of the year was 157,219, showing an increase of 21,412 in the

immigrant population of the Province.
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271. The following table gives the statistics of the total immigrant

population for the year 1877, as compared with those for the preceding

year:—

187«. 1877.

Number remaining at the commencement of the year .. 112.788 135.807

Imported 34,283 31,897

Otherwise added 43,297 54,815

Total employed 190,368 222,519

Died 6,253

Deserted 5.821

Otherwise deducted 42,435

Total 54,009 65,300

Number remaining at the end of the year 135,859 157,219

Deduct the difference of 52

Total 135,807

Calculated on average strength.

Death-rate 5Ю2 54)9

Desertion-rate 6-16 4'48

Tho death-rate was thus nearly the samo during the two

years. The desertion-rate during 1877 compares favourably with the

desertion-rate during 187(5.

272. At the commencement of the year 1877 there were 41,549

static, of lab™™ engaged labourera engaged under Act VII. in the several

under Act vu. (B.c.) of 1873. tea districts of the Province, against 42,698

such labourers in the preceding year. 22,668 such labourers were

imported during the year 1877, 01 whom 14,382 were recruited bj

garden-sirdars and 8,286 through contractors, and 1,625 were otherwise

added; the corresponding figures for the year 1876 are 19,813, 12,309,

7,504, and 1,520, respectively. The total number employed was 68,842,

against 64,031 employed in the preceding year. Of this number. 304

were released on account of permanent untitncss under Section 112 of

the Act, 13,569 were released by determination of contract, 365 by

redemption under Section 137, and 152 by cancelment of contract under

Sections 124 and 135; the corresponding figures for the preceding year

are 244, 12,017, 226, and 156, respectively. The number of "deaths

recorded was 3,740, giving a death-rate of 8'Í9 per cent., against 2,967

deaths registered in 1876, showing a death-rate of 6'79 per cent. The

death-rate calculated on actual strength was 5'51 per cent., against 4'72

in the previous year. 2,584 persons deserted, against 2,444 persons who

deserted in the previous year. The desertion-rate was thus 5'65 per cent,,

as compared with 5-59 in the preceding year. The desertion-rate calcu

lated on actual strength was 3'81 per cent., against 3'88 per cent, in

1876. 378 persons were imprisoned, against 236 persons imprisoned in

1876, and 9,085 persons were otherwise deducted, against 1,130 so

deducted in the preceding year. The total number deducted was thus

22,077, against 19,420 in the previous year, and the number remaining
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at the end of the year 1877 was 46,765, against 44,549 remaining at the

end of the year 1876. This shows a total increase of 2,216 in the year

1877, against an increase of 1,851 in the preceding year as compared

with the year 1875.

The death-rate among labourers engaged under Act VII.,

whether calculated on actual or average strength, was higher in the

year under report than in the preceding year. The death-rates among

labourers from Nepal, Madras, and Bombay were very high during the

year 1877; but the percentages are calculated on numbers too small to

show a reliable average. The very high mortality during the year

among Madrassi coolies, and the action taken by the Chief Commis

sioner in regard to these coolies, will be noticed further on.

The death-rates among the labourers from Bengal, the North-

Western Provinces, and Chota Nagpur during the year compare

unfavourably with the death-rates among the same classes of labourers

in the year 1876. The death-rate among labourers from the North-

Western Provinces continues to be lamentably high:—

Death-rate.

' 1876. 1877)

North-Western Provinces ... {}^—Z~ZZ "la ^2

The cause of this high death-rate was explained in paragraph

308 of last year's report, and the steps taken by the Chief Commis

sioner to remedy this evil were stated. The draft Regulation empower

ing the Local Government to close a garden to any particular class of

labourers engaging under Act VII. (B.C.) of 1873 has been approved

of by the Government of India. It has not, however, in the case of

labourers from the North-Western Provinces, been found necessary

to enforce the provisions of this Regulation.

273. At the commencement of the year 1877 there were in the Pro-

sututica of immigrants impor- ™ce (n.ot counting infants under two years),

ted otherwise than under the pro- 76,332 immigrants imported otherwise than
Tiaiona o( Act VU. (B.C.) of 1873. ', , = . . r. . ,,IT „ , „

under the provisions ot Act VII. of 1873

(B.C.), against 61,584 such immigrants at the commencement of the

preceding year. During the year under review, 7,855 such immigrants

were imported, of whom 1,675 were men, 1,420 were women, 2,696 boys,

and 2,064 girls, against 11,911 imported in the previous year, of whom

4,432 were men, 3,130 women, 2,527 boys, and 1,822 girls.

The number of immigrants re-engaged on expiry of contract

during the year 1877 was 24,366, of whom 11,867 were men, 9,655

women, 1,551 boys, and 1,293 girls. The number otherwise added

was 19,467.

The total number added during the year was thus 51,688, against

44,172 in the preceding year, and the total number employed was

128,020, the corresponding figures for the preceding jrear being 105,756.

There was thus a gross increase of 22,264 such immigrants during

the year under review.

The total number of such immigrants who left the gardens during

the year with permission amounted to 28,277, of whom 13,414 were

men, 9,868 women, 2,751 boys, and 2,244 girls.
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The corresponding figures for the préviens year are 22,866,

11,079, 7,964, 2,300, and 1,523.

The total number of such immigrants who left the gardens without

permission or deserted was 2,708, against 4,086 in the previous year,

showing a not decrease of 1,378.

The total number of such immigrants who died during the year

1877 was 2,487, against 1,984 in the preceding year.

The number of minors who arrived at 16 years of age was 854,

against 488 in the preceding year.

The total number otherwise deducted during the year 1877 was

1,921. The total number deducted was 36,247, against 29,424 in

the previous year, and the total number remaining at the end of the

year 1877 was 91,773, against 70,332 in the preceding year. The

net increase to the free immigrant population of the Province during

the year under report was thus 15,441.

The death-rate during the year among this class of immigrants

(excluding children and infants') was l-73 per cent, (calculated on actual

strength) and 2'61 per cent, (calculated on average strength). The

corresponding figures for 1876 are 1'69 per cent, and 2-64 per cent.

The desertion-rate during the year (excluding children and infants) was

2'38 per cent, (calculated on actual strength) and 3-58 (calculated on

average strength). The corresponding figures for 1876 are 4'26 per

cent, and 6'64 percent. The death-rate thus remained nearly stationary,

while the desertion-rate shows a satisfactory decrease.

At the commencement of the year 1877 there were in the

Province 14,926 infants, against 8,50(J infants at the commencement of

the previous year. 1,374 infants were imported during the year, against

2,559 imported in the previous year. 4,950 were born during the year,

against (>,952 born in the previous year, and 4,407 were otherwise

added, against 2,564 in the preceding year. The total number of

infants in the Province during 1877 was thus 25,657, against 20,581

in 1876. There was thus a gross increase during the year under

report of 5,07(J infants.

The total number of infants who died during the year was 1,238,

against 1,302 in the preceding year. The death-rate was thus 7'3ti

per cent., against ll'll per cent, in 1876.

The total number of infants who were otherwise deducted was

5,738, against 4,363 in the previous year.

The total number of infants remaining at the end of the rear

•was 18,681. The corresponding figures for the previous year being

14,926, there was thus a net increase of 3,755 infants during the year

under review.

Among 48,823 women (average strength) 4,950 infants were born

during the year 1877, giving a birth-rate of 10'13 per cent. In the

previous year among 43,247 women (average strength) 6,952 infants

were born, giving a birth-rate of 16Ю7 per cent. The birth-rate in both

years was satisfactorily high.
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274. Immigration operations at Dbubri have very much increased in

magnitude since their commencement, in March,
Dbubri «,d iujmehai route. ш^ and the¡r st¡11 furthor extension, conse

quent on the opening of the Northern Bengal lino to Bangpur, ia

certain.

During the year 1877-78, 8,704 emigrants were originally regis

tered to proceed to the labour districts, against 3,782 such emigrants

registered in 1876-77. The total number received at Dhubri was 8,053

against 3,624 in the preceding year; and the total number of emigrants.

who reached their final destination was 7,767, against 3,561 in 1876-77

The percentage of loss on the road to Dhubri was 61)09, against 3'86 in

the previous year. The percentage of loss at Dhubri, and on the passage

up from Dhubri, was respectively 1'19 and 1'72, аз compared with '46

and '89, respectively, in 1876-77. These percentages compare unfavour

ably with the percentages during the previous year. The increase in tho

rate of mortality is ascribed to the occurrence of cholera in the mouths

oi January and March.

The details of loss on the way between the recruiting districts

and Dhubri are said by the Superintendent of Emigration to be still

unreliable, there being practically no check on desertions being reported

as deaths. Mr. Campbell's attention has been directed to the desirability

of devising some means of scrutinizing the reports of the sirdars during

the journey to Dhubri.

In addition to tho emigrants concerning whom statistics havo

been given above, 1,899 emigrants set off to march up tho whole way

from the recruiting districts to Lakhimpur; of these, 1,885 reached their

respective destiuations, 11 having died and 3 absconded on their way

пр. The death-rate among these parties, less than '7 per cent., was satis

factorily low. It is, however, not easy to understand why the mortality

among these parties on tho journey to Dhubri by land should be so

much less than the mortality during the same journey among those

emigrants who proceeded onwards from Dhubri by steamer. But, as

stated before, the death-rate among the latter class during the journey

by road is unreliable.

In addition to the emigrants imported via Dhubri under agreements

of some kind or the other, 433 emigrants under no contract of any

kind embarked at Dhubri during the year as third-class passengers.

No casualties are reported to have occurred among these emigrants.

A scheme for establishing an improved system of steamer service

between Dhubri and Dibrugarh has already been laid before the

Government of India, and, if the scheme is sanctioned, the death-rate

among the coolies during the passage will, it is hoped, be greatly reduced,

as the passage from Dhubri to Dibrugarh would be performed in a much

shorter time than at present, and it has been almost invariably found

that heavy mortality from cholera has taken place when the voyage has

been a protracted one.

If the marching up of emigrants engaging under Act VII.

attains the development which recent experience foreshadows, it will by

necessary, the Chief Commissioner thinks, to regulate tho system be

some definite rules, as the provisions of the Act relating to the journey to

R
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the labour districts do not apply to emigrants marched np the whole war;

but those ralos should be few and simple.

Sir Steuart Bayley considers the success of the Dhubri route to be

now past question.

275. The death-rate for 1877-78 amongst emigraBts on the river

passage to Assam, namely. 3'59 per cent., was
Death-rate on river passage. м i_ . i ,1 . • .1 * j.

unusually high, the rate ш the preceding year

having been only l'4ß per cent.; but the Chief Commissioner is inclined

to think that the high death-rate during the year was exceptional, and

was owing almost entirely to outbreaks of cnolera, 251 coolies having

died from that disease during the voyage, giving a death-rate from cholera

of 2'31 percent. lu 187(5-77 only 124 deaths occurred from cholera

during the voyage, giving a death-rate of Г21 per cent. Whether the

high death-rate from cholera during the year 1877-78 was due to any

special causes or not, the Chief Commissioner is unable to say. He has

not yet received a copy of the Report of the Superintendent of Emigra

tion for that year.

2713. The subject of the detention of steamers during the voyage

Détention of tarnen,. wa? mentioned in para. 313 of last year's report.

It is satisfactory to find that no complaints of

the undue detention of steamers were made during the year under review.

277. The death-rate during the year among the Madrassi coolies

Fitness or othcrw¡8P of Mad- imported into" Upper Assam was lamentably

га-** couiica for iiiixjur m Assum. high. The facts, ns represented, seem to

point to want of care in selecting the individual coolies rather than to

any special condition of the gardens upon which they were employed.

Inquiries were set on foot, with the view to ascertain whether any

general prohibition against the importation of Madrassi coolies might

be necessary. These inquiries seem to indicate that no such general

prohibition was requisite, but that immigrants from certain dis

tricts of Madras, especially those on the sea coast, seemed almost inva

riably to show a very high rate of mortality. Accordingly, under

Regulation IV. of 1877, the Chief Commissioner notified that the

provisions of Chapter 13 of Act VII. of 1873 (B.C.) should be held

applicable to Madrassi labourers, thereby permitting the importation of

such labourers to be prohibited in such localities as proved unsuited to

them. Whether any action has as yet been taken under that notifica

tion by the local authorities has not yet been brought to the Chief

Commissioner's notice.

Sir Steuart Bayley will watch the importation of Madrassi

coolies carefully for another year, and, if the mortality still continues,

he will address the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, with a view to

Section 10 of the Act being put in force. His Honour has been

requested by the Chief Commissioner to direct the attention of the

Medical Inspector of Emigrants, Calcutta, to the necessity for special

strictness in scrutinizing the condition of Madrassi labourers emigrating

to Assam, and the rigorous exclusion of those whj are likely to be

unable to labour in Assam tea-gardens.
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278. During the year 1877 there were 832 tea-gardens existing in

blspeisaaDM the Province, as compared with 800 gardens

existing in 1876. Of these 832 gardens, only

480 gardens employed labourers engaging under Act VII. (B.C.) of 1873,

either exclusive of, or together with, other labourers ; and consequently

the Inspectors of Labourers were bound by law to visit this number of

gardens only under Section 104 of the said Act. Of these 480 gardens,

210 were visited once only, 110 were visited twice, 21 were visited thrice,

and 139 gardens were left unvisited during the year 1877. It is, how-

e> er, in the Chief Commissioner's opinion, very questionable whether it

is necessary to require that all gardens should be inspected at stated

intervals, as at present. There are very many gardens employing

labourers engaged under the Act which, owing to the large clearances

and absence ofjungle and to good sanitary arrangements, have for years

past exhibited very low death-rates. Such gardens it is probably

unnecessary to inspect save at very long intervals. There are many

other gardens, too, in regard to which inspection might well be less

frequent than is at present the case. Sir Steuart Bayley would accord

ingly be disposed to regulate the minuteness and frequency of inspections

in accordance with some such classification based on the degree in which

supervision is really required.

279. On the whole, the Chief Commissioner is of opinion that the

working of the Department during the year discloses a satisfactory state

of affairs as regards labour immigration into this Province. On all sides

he has heard the strongest testimony borne to the almost invariable good

treatment of the coolies by the planters, and to the sufficiency of the

accommodation provided for the labourer, and the attention paid to his

comfort, on the tea-gardens. That in many points connected with

labour immigration into Assam there is still much room for improve

ment Sir Steuart Bayley quite admits; but, on the whole, the relations

between the two parties are satisfactory, —the coolie is better off in

Assam than he would be probably anywhere else, and there is a prospect

of the difficulties in connection with transport, which have hitherto,

directly and indirectly, made the imported coolie such an expensive

instrument being rapidly and materially diminished.

SECTION 3.—MEDICAL RELIEF.

280. There were 18 dispensaries open during the year in the

Province, as compared with 17 open in 1876, and 16 m 1875. A new

dispensary was opened at Mangaldai, the principal residents of which

place have subscribed liberally in its support.

The total number of patients treated was 27,724, against 28,085

in the previous year. The in-door patients numbered 2,531, against

2,582 in 1876, and the out-door 25,193, against 25,503 in the previous

year. In both classes there was a slight decrease. The principal

diseases treated were, as in former years, malarious fever, dysentery and

diarrhoea, skin diseases, goitre, rheumatism, syphilis, pneumonia, ulcers,
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spleen disease, and worms. The last-mentioned disease seems to be

very generally prevalent. It is stated that in some districts, among the

bodies of natives submitted to post-mortem examination, there is hardly

one in which numbers of worms are not found in the intestines. 179

cholera cases were treated; of these, 91 were treated in Cachar alone.

The number of major surgical operations is very small ; only 27 such

operations were reported to have been performed during the year, against

89 in the previous year, and of these 21 alone were performed in the

stations of Sylhet and Cachar. Of minor operations there were 1,035

performed during the year, against 1,089 performed during the prece

ding year. Of the in-door patients, 19 per cent. died. It seems that in

certain districts, and especially in Lakhimpur, a very large proportion of

the patients are tea-coob'es, who are admitted in a state of extreme

emaciation from dysentery or dropsy, and who are past the possibility

of cure.

Excluding the cost of European medicines, wbich cannot be

stated accurately, the total amount contributed by Government was

Rs. 8,642-9-5. The other sources of income were (a) the Labour Tran

sport and Local Funds, (l>) subscriptions, and (c) interest on investments.

The Labour Transport and other Funds contributed Ils. 6,502-9-2, and

private subscriptions amounted to Rs. 9,415-3-9, of which sum

lis. 5,552-10-9 were contributed by Europeans, and Rs. 3,8(52-9 by

natives. The interest on investments amounted to Rs. 132-13-11. The

total expenditure was Rs. 20,846-12-8^, and the balance to credit at the

close of the your was Rs. 4,883-12-10^.

The results which attended the working of dispensaries through

out the year may be considered as, on the whole, fairly satisfactory.

Much difficulty is, however, experienced in some places in inducing the

native community to contribute towards the support of these institutions.

SECTION 4.—LUNATIC ASYLUMS.

281. The Tezpnr Lunatic Asylum continues to be the only

institution of the kind in the Province.

The buildings have undergone little change, but considerable

improvements have been made in the drainage of the site upon which

they stand. It was found that after heavy rain the whole Asylum

compound become more or less swampy, and consequently the floors of

the huts became extremely damp. This evil has been remedied by

cutting large drains, which give a ready exit to the surface-water.

Twenty-four patients, including four re-admissions, were admitted

during the year, and 47 remained from the previous year,—thus, the total

lunatic population was 71, and the average population \vas 35'46. 24

patients were discharged cured or made over to their friends. 13 diedand

34 remained in the asylum at the close of the year. The death-rate was

excessive, vi;., 36'6. In the nine months of 187(5, during which the

asylum was open, the mortality was at the rate of 34'4 per cent, per

annum. A very large proportion of the mortality was due in both years

to dysentery and diarrhœa. It was doubtless clue to some extent to

the state of health the lunatics were in on admission.
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The majority of the lunatics were natives of other provinces.

Of the 24 admissions, only 10 were natives of Assam.

The expenditure (luring the year continued very heavy in

relation to the number of lunatics. The total outlay was Ks. 6,309-6-3,

and the total outlay per head was Us. 179-0-8; but, as a sura of

Rs. 106-4-4 was received 011 account of paying patients, the actual cost

to Government per head was Rs. 176-9-6^.

The high cost рог head arises from two causes,—(a) the fact that

an establishment has to be kept up which would suffice for the care of a

much larger number of lunatics; (I) the high price ol'food in As?am.

In these calculations the value of the work done by the lunatics

has not been taken into account. It was very trifling, however, the

principal product being vegetables for the use of the lunatics themselves.

The numbers under treatment are too small to admit of any

safe conclusion being drawn regarding the forms of mental disease most

prevalent in the Province, or as to the relative liability of the sexes to

lunacy.

SECTION 3.—SANITATION.

282. The only sanitary work of importance undertaken during the

year was the drainage of the town of Gauháti. The swamps in the

rear of this town have been for years a source of serious injury to the

health of the community, and the work of draining them is one of

imperative necessity. It is expected that the execution of this work

will be attended by the best effects. In other places the means available

have, as heretofore, been mainly devoted to keeping up the scavengering

establishment and maintaining surface cleanliness. It is hoped that

means may be found for improving the water-supply of some of the larger

towns, which is in a very unsatisfactory state; but the scarcity of funds

is the great obstacle to the carrying out of this and other improvements,

the need of which is fully recognised.

The difficulties in the way of carrying out any general system of

sanitation in this Province have been detailed in previous reports. These

difficulties are still as formidable as over.

SECTION 6.—VACCINATION.

283. In this Province there is no special establishment for carrying

on vaccination operations. The work is done by native vaccinators

attached to the dispensaries, and acting under the orders of the Civil

Surgeons.

A large amount of vaccination is done by the medical officers

attached to tea-gardens among the tía coolies which does not appear in

the returns at all, and a good deal of the work shown in the returns as

done by Government vaccinators is really done among the same class.

The Assamose of all classes, high and low, bave a superstitious dislike

to vaccination, and offer a passive resistance to its progress; and the
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vaccinators, in order to be able to show some work for their pay. operate

among the coolies, who are under control, and do as they are told to do

by their employers.

During the year under report there were 18,494 primarv тас-

cinations, of which 17,065, or 75'95, were successful, and 95 re-vacci

nations of which 80, or 84 per cent, were successful.

Assuming that every case reported as successful was really so,

these figures show what a very small fraction of the population is as yet

protected against small-pox. Taking the birth-rate among the popnla-

tion included in the returns at the low rate of 40 per mille per annum,

there must have been 143.3(iO children born within the year, and of

these only 12.MH, or about 1 in 12, were protected against small-pox.

In Sylhet, the most populous district in the Province, not 1 in 80Uof the

children born were protected.

Of the whole 17,085 persons reported to have been successfully

vaccinated, no less than 7, (5(57 belong to one district, namely. Kámrúp.

The success of vaccination in that district is most encouraging, and does

much credit to Dr. Uussell, the Civil Surgeon of Gauháti. Dr. Russell

has set the right way to work, by inducing the hereditary inoculators to

abandon inoculation in favour of vaccination, and his well-directed efforts

have been attended by much success in most parts of the district.

There are now in Kámrúp no less than 102 hereditary inocn-

lators who practise vaccination.

There were altogether 18 vaccinators emploved dnring the year

at a cost of fis. 1,799-2-4, of which sum Rs. 1,594-2-4 were contributed

from Provincial Funds, Rs. 120 by Municipalities, and Be. 85 from

Local Funds.

The apathy of the people, and their superstitions dislike to

vaccination, are very formidable obstacles to the progress of vaccination

in this Province, and the system of operations is ill-suited to the circum

stances of the country. Sir Steuart Bayley is convinced that the dia-

ppnsary system of vaccination, as it is called, will never effect much in

a country where the population is so sparse, and locomotion so difficult,

as is the case in Assam: nothing but a properly-organized circle estab

lishment will avail for the protection of Assuin from small-pox.
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CHAPTER VII.

INSTRUCTION,

SECTION 1.—GENERAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC INSTRUC

TION.—

SECTION 2.—EDUCATION.

284. The nnmber of schools existing in the Province at the close of

the year 1877-78 was 1,175, against 1,133 at the close of 1876-77. The

number of pupils on the 31st March, 1878, was 34,376, as compared

•with 31,925 on the 31st March, 1877. There has thus been an increase

of 42 schools and 2,451 pupils, or an increase of 3' 7 per cent, in the

number of schools and of 7'7 in the number of pupils.

285. The total expenditure for the last two years was as shown

below :—

1876-77. 1877-78.

Rs. Rs.

Subscribed by the public 80,794 80,571

From Provincial Funds 1,44,413 1,45,424

From Local Funds 29,761 29,972

Total 2,54,978 2,55,967

The increase of over 7^ per cent, in the number of pupils,

attended with an increased expenditure of less than 4 annas per the

Rs. 100, is a subject for congratulation; but it must be observed that,

whereas the contributions of the people amounted in 1876-77 to 31'7

of the total cost, in 1877-78 they fell to 31'5 per cent.

Taking the figures given in the Bengal Census Report of

1872 as correct, it is found that in the plains districts one person in

every 120, and in the hill districts one person in every 95, goes to

school. In the preceding year, the proportions were one in 129 and

one in 95, respectively. The figures evidence a marked advancement

in the plains districts. The number of square miles to each school in

the plains has fallen from 2(v5 to 25-o.

286. It appears from the educational statistics that the propor

tion of Hindus to Mussulmans at school in the Province during the

year was as 5^ to 2. These educational statistics are concerned with

schools " under inspection" only, i.e., schools which supply tbe depart

ment with all the returns called for during the year ; it has, however,

from inquiry been ascertained that in the Sylhet district there are over 200

independent maktabs, or private schools, attended by more than 3,500
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Muhammadan pupils. No account is taken of these schools in the educa

tional tables of" statistics. The education given in these maktaf.* is

generally nominal, consisting of thn teaching of portions of the Koran to

a few of the Mussulman hoys of a village ; the teacher is generally an

itinerant muH/t, who settles down for some months in a village, and

when ho thinks he has performed his mission he betakes himself to some

other village, where he starts a new maktab.

It may be noted, however, that, with the single exception of the

Sibságar district, there were found a larger number of Mussulmans in

the schools at the close of the present than during the preceding year.

In this district, as well as in Nowgong and Lakhimpnr, the Muhammadans

are proportionately better schoolgoera than the Hindus ; in Goálpára,

Kámrúp, and Darrang, the relative attendance of Hindus and Muhamma

dans is much the same. It is in the districts of Svlhet and Cachar, and

more especially in the former, that the Mussulmans are found so apathetic

in the matter of State education.

Out of the total number of pupils attending the schools in

1*76-77, 80'4 per cent, belonged to the lower classes of society: in

1877-78 the proportion was 79'7 per cent.

287. Primary Iimtruction.—The following statement shows an in

crease of 39 in the number of primary schools, and of 2,192 in the

number of pupils attending them, as compared with the preceding

year :—

Year. Schonte. Pupils.

1870-77 1.0-23 24,883

1H77-78 1,062 27,075

The cost during the year of these l,0t!2 schools came to Rs. 70.991,

of which sum of Rs. 48,0(JO were contributed by the State. The average

daily attendance having been 18,855, the cost to Government of

educating each pupil came to Rs. 2-8-У out of Rs. 3-12-2; in 1876-77

the cost to Government was Rs. 2-11-7 out of Rs. 4-0-11. The cost of

educating each pupil is ascertained by dividing by the average daily

attendance; were it the practice to divide by the number of pupils on the

rolls, all of whom have no doubt received some education, the cost to

Government of each pupil would be found to be Re. 1-12-4 out of

Rs. 2-9-11, against He. 1-14-1 out of Rs. 2-13-11 in the previous year.

It may be remarked here that, in addition to the pupils reading

in the primarv schools, there wore 4,404 others reading in middle and

higher schools who were still in the primary stage of instruction. Thus,

out of 34,376 pupils, 31,479, or 91'6 per cent., were receiving a primary

education; in the years 1875-76 and 1876-77 the percentages were 917

and Í>1 '4, respectively.

288. Secondary Instruction.—(a) Middle Vernacular Schools.—'Die

number of these schools remained the same (57) as in the foregoing year,

but there was an increase of 250 pupils attending them, rt?., from 2.970 to

3,220. Their cost came to Rs. 24,748, against Rs. 25,918 in 1876-77.

The average cost por head to Government was Rs. 5-6-8, and to the public

Rs. 5-13-1; against Ri. 5-15-1 and Rs. 5-14-8, respectively, in the

previous year. In the year under review the people contributed 51'tf

per cent, of the cost of the education of their children reading in middle

vernacular schools, against 50 per cent, in the preceding year.
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289. (b) Middle English Schools.—These schools numbered 33,

against 31 in 1876-77, and the number of pupils attending them rose from

2,192 to 2,249. Their total cost increased from Rs. 23,141 to Rs. 25,747,

■while the cost to Government fell from Rs. 8,499 to Rs. 8,206. In

1876-77 the cost to Government of middle English schools was 36'7

per cent, of the total cost, in 1877-78 it was 31*9 per cent. only.

The cost per head for the last two years was—

1878-77. 1877-78.
Bs. A. P. Rs. A. P.

To Government 5 13 6 5 6 0

To the people 10 1 0 11 7 8

290. (c) Higher Class Schools.—Schools teaching up to the University

Entrance Standard.—These schools consist of the eight zila schools and

an unaided school situated in the town of Sylhet called the Mufti School.

The number of pupils reading in these nine schools was 1,469, the

average daily attendance was 1,155, against 1,133 in the preced

ing year. None of the candidates sent up from the Mufti School proved

successful at the last Entrance Examination. In no previous year were

there so large a number of candidates successful at the Entrance

Examination from among those sent up by the zila schools.

291. Female Education.—It is encouraging to find an increase still

continuing in the number of female pupils attending the schools. The

following table shows a net increase of 191 girls, or of more than 17

per cent, above the number attending the schools in the previous year :—

District.

Number of female
pnpilfl.

1876-77. 1877-78.

Increase. Decrease.

76 103 28

65 195 140

50 36 14

226 142 84

48 52 4

65 98 43

72 89 17

37 34 3

Increase.
Net

618 749 131

458 628 70

20 10 10

4 4

Net
increase.

482 642 60

1,100 1,291 191

Cachar >

Sylhet

Goalpara

Kiimnip

Darrang

Nowgong

Sibsagar

Lakhimpnr

Total of plains districts

Khasi and Jaintia Hills

Giro Hills

Naga Hills

Total Hill Distriots

Grand Total

s
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Besides those actually at school, many girls and adult females

devote their leisure hours at home to reading and writing.

292. Special Instruction.—(a) Normal Schools.—During the year

under review the normal schools turned out 117 persons, who are now

engaged in teaching; of these, 84 qualified themselves for different

classes of schoolmastership certificates, in 1876-77 only 62 were so

qualified.

293. (b) Technical Schools.—Under this head are included the

Williamson artizan school at Jorhat, and the Williamson survey class

attached to the Sibsagar zila school. Both these schools are supported

from the Williamson Endowment Fund. In the artizan school the

arts of the carpenter, the wheelwright, and the blacksmith are taught,

and it is working with tolerable success.

SECTION 3.—LITERATURE and the PRESS.

294. During the year 1877, only 17 books were registered, against

37 registered in the preceding year.

Of the 17 books registered, 8 were educational and 9 non-educa

tional works; 15 were original works and 2 were translations.

The number of copies of educational works fell from 11,600 in

1876 to 8,0U0 in 1877, and the number of copies of non-educational

works from 16,150 to 8,364.

The books registered in 1877 treat of the following subjects:—

I. Biography. IV. Poetry.

II. Fiction. V. Religion.

III. Language. VI. Miscellaneous.

Biography is represented by a life and genealogy of Sankar Dev.

Fiction is represented by a book of 384 pages regarding a Goddess by

name " Manassa," said to be the Goddess of Snakes.

Under the head of Language arc included two keys to the study

of two Bengali books. Tho remaining books are reading books for

schools, written in Bengali and Assamese.

1'oetry is represented by (1) " Bharatesvari," an ode to Her

Most Gracious Majesty the Queen on tho occasion of her assuming the

title of Empress of India; (2) a small poetical reader; (3) a poem

entitled " Manas Kusam" or the Flower of Desire; and (4) a poem

written in memory of the late Babu Kasbihari Datta, of Sylhet.

One book only, " Bhakti Ratnabali," a treatise on devotion, comes

under tho head of Religion.

Of the miscellaneous works, one is a genealogical table of a

Muhammad.in named Koresh; a second work describes the proceed-

in o-s of a meeting held by a native Joint Stock Company recently

started in Cachar ; the remaining works are small primers for the use of

schools. • . 1 •

The publications are of little interest, and seem to require no

further comment. 13 are written in Bengali and 4 in Assamese.
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The expenditure incurred under Section 10 of Act XXV. of

1867, in the purchase of books daring the years 1875, 1876, and 1877,

is given below :—

187S. 187«. 1877.

Bs. A». Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P.

8 10 26 11 6 31 10 6

Of the amount of Rs. 31-10-6, Rs. 6-6-0 were paid for publications

supplied for the British Museum, under the orders of the Government

of India.

Fees levied under Section 18 of Act XXV. of 1867 amounted

to Rs. 4 only. No necessity arose for any prosecution under Section 16

of the Act.

295. During the year the number of presses in the Province was

six,—the same as in the preceding year.

The newspapers published wore the same as in 1876, a classifi

cation of them will be found in the statement marked С 2 —Statistics

of Instruction—The Press, 1877-78.

SECTION 4,—LITERARY SOCIETIES.

SECTION 5.—ARTS AND SCIENCES.

Ж
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CHAPTER VIII.

ARCHEOLOGY.

296. No fresh archaeological remains have been discovered in the

Province daring the year under report, and there are no archaeological

objects anywhere in Assam of sufficient interest or importance to

require the special attention of Government for their preservation. The

Chief Commissioner has, however, instructed District Officers generally

to exert their influence with the owners of all old buildings of any

public interest, with a view to encourage their preservation as far as

possible.

In March. 1877, the Chief Commissioner addressed a circular to

all District Officers, stating that he was desirous of ascertaining what

ancient inscriptions of interest or importance were to be found in the

Province, with a view to the record and preservation of such as might

prove to be of value, and requesting them to endeavour to procure

accurate copies of all inscriptions on mosques, temples, or detached

stones, or on copper-plates believed to be more than a century old.

In accordance with the request contained in the above noted circular,

copies of several ancient inscriptions have been submitted by some of

the District Officers, and endeavours are being made to have those

obtained translated, in case they may prove to be of any interest or

archaeological value.
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CHAPTER IX.

MISCELLANEOUS.

SECTION I.—ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION.

297. Ecclesiastical affairs in the Province are under the supervision

of the Bishop of Calcutta.

There is only one Chaplain on the establishment, who officiates

part of the year at Gauhati and part of the year at Shillong, and who

also visits Goalpara four times a year.

There is a minister at Dibrugarh, who is paid by the Additional

Clergy Society, and who visits Sadiya once a year. There is at Tezpur a

minister paid by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign

Parts; he visits Nowgong twice a year, Bishnath twice a year, and

Mangaldai three times during the year.

The minister who was in 1877 appointed to Jorhat and the sur

rounding districts got fever and had to return to Calcutta. The

minister at Silchar paid by the Additional Clergy Society, who used to

visit Sylhet four times a year, does not now do so; but that station would

appear to be visited occasionally by the Chaplain of Dacca.

There are seven churches in the Province,—at Shillong, Gauhati,

Tezpur, Mangaldai, Dibrugarh, Sylhet, and Silchar.

The Lord Bishop of Calcutta has granted His Lordship's license

to the following temporary churches, viz.:—

Hasiurah, Hailakandi, Cachar.

St. Mark's, at Shalgunga, Cachar.

„ Luke's, at Phulertol, Cachar.

„ John's at Burkhola, Cachar.

At Dhubri, Goalpara, Assam.

Statistics.

Number of
ehurches.

Nnmber of tem
porary churches.

Number of
Clergymen.

Paid by
Government.

7 5 4 24,309
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SECTION 2.—ECCLESIASTICAL.

298. There is nothing to add to the information given under this

head in previous reports.

SECTION 3.—STATIONERY.

299. The Superintendent of Stationery having again been unable

this year to give the information asked for, this section is blank.
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E.—FISCAL (1877-78.)

1. Survey and Settlement.

SURVEY.

Area previous^ fcurve el in miles.

IU vi nue.

22/>72 27,686

Cost per mile.
Surrejed during th? ycai, ffiïi

cost per mue.

i 1

*

d
3

•a г

g*
à

g S £

Re. As. P. Bi A. P.

18 0 0 .... Ï.75Î 0 0 ....

SETTLEMENT.

Kature of Rt-ttlement.
Aren in

miles.

Алпаа!

revenue

oaecfiscd.

Date of expiry of

Settlement.
Bemuta.

Re.

Bettlfd

r ' ^ • . ' . . '. ,

М96Ч9

2Л8-42

8,78,294

34.535

2,99.488

24,17,973

1*07 to 1»вЗ

1879 to 1897

«let March, 1878

497- 20,156

Total 11.7i9-5ä 81,60,446

f-cttloi ot ts iirovioufilv nindo, including full

1 if riu'hts ..."

Bi-tlU-ii

Brttlvn

thej

ri-col 2,116-90

8,496-49

409-77

3,299-3»

3.75JÍ12

3,78,294

8,9Í^44

19,79,640



STATISTICAL RETURNS.

со

т

t-
OO

J

о

S3
—

¿5

«

i

i!

ffi 0 0

fl

Рч

•*

Рч

•*î

r- —•

"

eo-*oo
œ лл S «

00 « « O

50,44

1 ! : i I

4,190,

t H
l



xv i ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

[10] E.—Fiscai (1877-78).

3.— Varieties of Tenure held direct from Government.

1 1 3 4 5 • 7 s I 1

u *->
s0 e

£ E

i
drossareaInacres. § s

-
-

a fa i

Nature of tenure.
SI .

ii t|
s

£ e

= 1
s
fi

•s •8

1

ma o

-

i

h

a

1

a gl
g
tp

55 *55

Rs. A P. Es.A-P.

X

/'Held by indivi
duals under law

Great zemtn- 1 of primogeniture
darles, paying J

■

more than Rs.\ Held by indivi-
00,000 revenue. duals and fami

lies under ordi-
, nary law.

T . /'Under law of pri-
Ld,S,s, —lure."

Small zemindaries other than those
of cultivating communities.

618

8,989

6,22,096

8,126

88,965

9,98,379

20,45,632

8,32,015

60,95,261

3,310

86

9

484 0 0

18 0 0

6 0 0

10 0

0 8 1

0 10 0

i
■%

Proprietary cultivating communities
paying in common. 3

Z
Proprietary cultivators paying se

parately, including all small estates
paying less than lis. 100.

Holders of ( In perpetuity ....
revenue -free]

455

622

86

o
868

2,341

86

60,524

24,953

78,315*

111

47

910Grants held under the rules of 1838
and 1864.

%

Landholders who have redeemed the
revenue.

1,778 2,098 2,76,045 154

827 J 203 1,92,254 688

>

I
Total 6,34,871

•

10,90,646! 81,05,002 15 ....

* Of these areas, 53,&82 acres were assessed during the year.

[11] 4.—Fiscal (1877-78).

Varieties of Tenure not held direct from Government.

[No data.]
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[12 1 E.—Fiscal (1877-78.)

5.—Register of Transfers.

Number of trail
recorded.

sferu
Average area, in
acres, of each

holding transferred.

Katttrr of Tenure Transferred.
Byvoluntary

saleorgift.
Bycompulsory

sale.

Byinheritance. Byvoluntary

sale.

Bycompulsory

sale.

Byinheritance. Remarks.

l 2 8 4 6 6 7 8

Great aemindaries, complete

A.R.P. A.R.P. Acres.

2,645 47* 21-3-27

i

• These figu

res refer to
Sylhet and
were supplied
by the District

444 828* 60 40-0-29 27 Judge. There
being no speci
fication as to
the quantity of
land sold in

Villages owned by cultivating communities . . 1,6(2 186 .... 8-1-0 0-2-6 .... execution cases
in the civil
court, the
average area
of these trans

.... .... .... fers cannot be

612 .... .... 8-1-19

given.

Intermediate holdings of a transferable 60 13 26-0-0 81-1-1S
character.

1 11-0-C .... ....

*

Holdings of ryots with right of occupancy . . 1,178 126 96 783-1-1: 62-0-0 m

44 68 .... 4,822 -0-( 23-0-0

3
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С17Ц В.—JUDICIAL STATKM ихт.

2. ( Criminal).—Statement of o/ences reported, and of persons tried, convicted,

and acquitted, for each offence in t/te Produce of Assam in the year 1877.

SectionsofPenalCode
Numberofoffencesre porteddaringtheyear.

Numlœrofpersonsunder

trialduringtheyear.

!
Bemniningandertrial.\

1

(Theimiiibcrcommitted outofthosertmmininj» undertrialhasbeen

notedinthiscolumn.)

DKSCUIPTION or OFFENCES.
applicable. 1

I

I

RKMАПКS.

Î 1
il

• fTTnlawtul assembly.

, Offenere against |

143 to 146,

149 to 151,

Ш, 1&8.

147 148 152

Ш 451 ив

5"

20 ....

4

I qntllity.

j ^ Affray

and 153 to

156.

с 160

•

7

ÍÍBy public Borrante ....

Offences . . ! Ri'lutmg tu public

( servants.

lei to m

lei to i?»
SO 211

17

ia 14

1) "-'

8

n ml 171.

10 i

10

Kftlw evidt-nœ, or Mlbumation, ¿Le., of

the name.

iy;i to '200 72 106 87 63 4 11 •'"•

11 231 to У.Н

12

13

11

1 ~t

16 ., M convenience

„ relating to decency and inoráis

290 and 291

292 to 29-1

293 to 2H8

llfl 179 14 165

10

1

"l
17 6 11 . . . .

IS

1Э Murder 20

20 ¡104 36 11 23 3

fl

1 1 1

Í7:

f Caneingmis- 1 ing circumstances.

( carriage. 1

f Attended with appravat- 312 to 315 1

16
....

Î4 312 S3 1 4

2i 817 |

27 Concealment of birth by secret disf«Siil

of the dead body.

818 1 4 4

» ГWith appmvatiug cír-

j cuniHtimccs.

>Hurt < Other cases

825 to 881 52 M

MS

22 27 2 8

9

t

n
ими .133.

323. Л24, 832

nnd Ш to

338.

Ш 170 469

fO 43

"lSI 342 to 348 243 193 16

'¿'1 852 to '¿öS 0 603 3 4GD 1 771 I,tí45 2 Bl

S3

21

|Ku;dAl[W"-™t=.atin8 dr" 304, 366, 367 82

28

n 19

Й

10

gi Г , Г1 ) Other cases ... ....... 463 3G5 3C8 80
\ аЫпсИлп /

369.

К 70 und П71 2 *i

36

37

Buying or selling a minor fur lite pnr-

IKHÍC of prohtitution.

!72 aiulôïîï

374

1 2 2 ....

14

3

"lW 37в 49 23 7 1

18 877 Ц 11 1 10
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[17] В.—JUDICIAL STATEMENT.—(Continued.)

"2. (Criminal).—Staffmeut of offences reported, and of persons tried, conricUd,

und ai-iju'iltcd, for each o/ence in t/ie Produce of Assam in the year 1677.

SoctionsofTenolCode

ai'iilicable.

Xnniber<>fofTiпггягг-
¡«irU'liluriiiKtin-jcur.

NmnbiTofIXTSHIIHun
dertriulilumiKthe

5'iar.

Acquittedordischarged.
E

RcmnlnlnKundertrlnl. •^ i£ Г .

Iflj

i

\

ilfjl

К = Э

Dr.SCÜirnoX OF OlTIiXCKS.

^

1

IHl!

= Iíí

40 Л1>2 4

31" EHi

41 Т7Э to 881 2925 2213 933 1,207 3

and 401

1 1 1

41

Kxtnrti'in .. ! l'imi-tancca.

3SG to 389 2

41 ( OrlllT c.íMS 38-1 and 3P5 49 40 "1 Iß

41 l n < W;MI huit 3H4

40
¡ «"ЬЫ-гу.... j,,,,,,,,.,,,^

892

896

13 4 2 2 ....
!'•

47
.DocoUy....^ ,,,,„,, „rL.,.iuv,>a4|mrt.

j \\l\\\ Uttflllpt to l'íin<e 307

<1^

and 402

40;! Bud 404

2 3

4П

M

Criminal mi.«appropriâtion of property.. 166

247

197 110 8« 2

1

....

104 0

fil

л?

lî^'fivÏTip; or Imbitiinlly doalúig In

stokii or i)]unüci-LHt property.

411 to 414 212 371 »6

81

266 9

о:; Frmiilnlrnt deeds and disposition of
421 to 424 3

183

837

4

127

1 3

6»

t

pn,iH.rty.

54

69

\ MVitb npimiTatiiig cir-

IviKfaleC ..] С1»»"1«»сев.

429 to 403

and 455 to

410

4'Hj fo 428

69 1 2

1

i

M ^ ^Hr-iiiHIiip- ¡n df-rxth or

aud 434

459 and 4GO

348

| "tlllT ^ricvr»|]s llUrt.

Prim in il 1 1'"r C-Jinnibsiull Of{7

rÍÍAj tóuiaoffeac.*.

449 to 430

r>l,4.W, 4.54

!•">•». 4>j7,anc

468

041 146 43 100 S ....

»R

4Лв,4б1,аш

G**9 348 19

99

60

Fnr.^ry or nttorhii? nr iios^cpslng forged

díHMinu nis (ir Y;\\-H i-s.

4 «2

4Г,в to 471

and 474

472 to 476

27 37

1

22

2

13 Î

1

....

COUTltl Til i. ill^' or llblkillti пг [ЮСКСЧЯ]!!^
1

a iviiiiitirlcitMiil, tc., i-jr iiurjujvs ui

for^t ry.

rruudiilcntly (lr<;trovinir or defacing a61

w ill or otlu-r dM'UMit-nta.

Cn .an il Ьг. .toll of e» ntrBct of scrTico..

477 1 2

в".

6i¡
4M to 493 20 11 8 с 1 ....

67

"'

6!)

iCiIiDttm! ill- iH( Milt iiip in d.iith or

f tiii.i.latmn, 1 oilier gritvöus hurt.
£06

504 to 610

8

126

23

124

Í

M

21 •• ....

) Ho;, ;-i'.iv. (,

70 ОПк-r ofTcnrrs not included In the

above 5-p[^ili«;ut.-i.s.
2,880 4,330 811 3,473 3 H

Totnl .... 17,950 17,759 6,459 10,S£7 № JT8 is



STATISTICAL RETURNS. xxi

О5 t* «O <N

$ t^ "о»
0 1

•рорпадч
со

^* t- О О

00 (N • CD

оцл! soeeoŒ)! & JO a.x {;ui i l^ *-*
" ÍN СО О гн -ф

оо :
Ю

Mira цхига i;.ii'|.4 г'п; шр

•D019BT

Ю

•** СЭ О СО

1-н i—i

с-

CO

sjíep jo jaquinu аатиэлу

,: »-i :

о со es оо
; i—t оо ю g

00
•jua£ jo pua зв .- ц ; ' n : . ,n <; [

i—i • тН т-1 со
- . :

i

-етщ jo 'paltos» 'рэщ

•pana,
СО

О СЧ т*1

§3
со 0

1—1 • "

•poxiaj

-ai jo роодшшоо 1—1

; • Tj< О СЧ
ОО M О?

g : : :

(N

t»
» •• тН

'S
*Й 49 4D Ю

Ci

g -=> s1—(
• О4 О СО t^- 00

— • О Os O i-«
К о

со" íes т-Г о о*
.2

1—» т-(

•tí

t~* СО СО ^J< t- ^ оо

В
•PO,« о - ьО "^ ^t >i^ t- t* : *

i

• iO iO С* ^н оа со

T-i (N •*
^

•[»tu ino О ''(И тН 1Д

; t* О 1-н Ю §
CN i-)

. тН t" О тН

1-4 éf

* 1-Н

t£t Ç0 vQ QO

я g ^0»

Г-Н

— со

'тн' «D* СО »-i

И

1-1
^

T-t

..»*'*.,

<м (M 0 СО

00

J
ea« í A m t- • • • гН

1
Й

i-» ем •«*< ю <м см

1
E •4!«4<ПЦОД

СО

; тн О гн. i—i

Í I 1 1 1!
a

1

e
US

-^ t^ -* (M t» t*

M
•SUOm

-ШП8 UQ

: t^ со со оо

§
• î ï

g
•g

о
r-l СО СО оо 00

1
•о

4
г^ о о о (N •H

s
s В

чши " »О СО СО СО ОО

^* : см t- ч-> со О . .

oíк я
1-М !М

!
•oonod íq

3S3.UB дэрид

т-t т-Ч Ci *& 1-H

СО

: »-ч t^ ю со t-»
• ^5 ^ф t™

IM" со" о" «Г

vreoi »SSI jo
СО 1О СМ t*

i
CO

1риэ }i: ,- iniiMMii >][ « ; ^ сч

: ¿ ър-S 5 : : g :

i I IÏÎ ! 1 1 J

i S SI5 & til ¡
• 1, * « rjl

I.I ¡f.! 1 111 |
»-ffi-И QD^tOt-. rC»-StH 0

l

1-1

if! |l!i 1 í Ut
S'SoW 0-5,^ 3 :

lOiPîl i 1
Д М< о « i—i P .25 ^н ' Kñ

OJ Д о *^ P *l~*_tí Я •-H

MDJ и б Л т

 



х.хн ASSAM APMINISTRATIOM REPORT.

а

с

H 2

y. ï

W -~

я fc

11

W ^

о

PMUSIINSокгжикпто

м-."! \i; .| KI pooJS joj Mains
С« А А о

S
USIIOHniVK

—
. . | S S 1

§

vwi:jd jo .í;*iu¿¡ . . - 8 Я S . . S

tb
-ttSMltliï ЛЭЦ1О ¡О 1Щ1 Ul

•auom СО о и»
; • S О M

I : : 1

í
со ••- •n-

a . .
ел

алщо 01 tiopippu ui

о а г- г- M

M

•^uomuosudan înoqiïM
I ?j сч

¡7 Ц, 3!. S?

1 - -
s

0

Ю

: " 3 5 •
04 <C PS Ç4

ca

30

PKHSONSSENTENCEDто
•л jx>Icud jo aaniiajjoj

о

Imprisonment.

« W PS r* r: . .
r-

.*»[§*

•V г- в О О •=> г-,

g" £lV)l[U» ÍUU4ÍÍJÍ

сч о çc

tí

-uoo £19^110« qiïAV
. . . " - n еч

-™

Transportation.

•шдо; « joj * »0 m

«
о
с«

•— о» e»

и
• :

4

LocalandSubordinatepaidMagistrat«..

Full-powerMagistrate»(exercisingjurist

throughoutthedistricts).

ChiefMagistratesofdistricts(districtMagii

TotalMagistracy
HighConrt,OrdinaryOriginalJurisdiction

¡j

I

a

о

ё

u



STATISTICAL XX 111RETUKNS.

•.rapan pire soduis iW41 S
со
n

I
мэроп puusadms «í}U3.ux

Й S " S
: :

s

í •jopan piro sodu^a пах
00 ^ 00

I I

g g E "aidons : : : : :

JS g g M

<I MI k» 'ЗПОЛОЗЩ

с в 'aidrais :
o ™

s S3
¿а >* *snojo3¡H

m

1

•sidrais : :
" ~ " •

•

•ч«

J

и» *snoio3i>i
• • та
ESS 5 35 :

1 Я

. . я s s i '

25 а . a s a. s
«a « et cç »в гч

H м"

о _ -3[dra|S
СЧ СЧ "Í1 s s

E
If s g

u

Я

g ч -впшоЯщ P5 C9

S

1

8

PH о « so о

и; • г- 7« о ce

n Ci

•uonitstiadraoo
о

i i

te

00

JO •• i: \\ £(l 1 iM'iI ^UUOIUV

ш ' e* 3 Я. * 1
d

д W «o эо

H

И P-t о со м m 0» 0» «О

о o

——

d : % s si я
I «О t- 0 Ч1

3 : чP« « g g °° ÎO

аЗ 0Î 00 «> 0 00 o

1
•мод jo (inn 'im: [B?OI

S g 5 S

а « g" g" »

es 0 '

E

•OOO'I '»H oioqy

QO"

GÍ. '

еГ

•«pimpui.oOO'1-ni : :
"

:
н

•japun pire 009 <S1Ï
j-ar—щ—a

eg s

•jtopun pire oot рац
: S S3 a

S i

иэраа pire oíf "~'}\
°° S 3 ™

ï

00

i

p* СЧ СЧ IM

!•дорап ptra oí 'BU
So îS to c^
Ю c^ u^ •» s

I

UnpaidMagistrates

LocalandSubordinatepaidMagis

trates.

Full-powerMagistrates(exercising jurisdictionthronghontthedis

tricts).

ChiefMagistratesofdistricts TotalMagistracy

HifrhCourtOrdinaryOriginalJuris

diction,

GRANDTOTAL



XXIV ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

3

s;

'S

г
a

ЕЧ

со

1-H

Ê

'. <u

M 'S

с

¿О

с
-i

1
О О

04 СО Ö ^ 5

lls -
~ 2 j

71

¡P
5

ai

11
t- : t- : t-

ri
: о O -c

ir,
i-<

s
3

E 3ц

о
éл

§1J
№

Я 3
>U 00 n

а

g g S г-« 1-1 CM

к г

11

*О О

o
^ со t-

11
to со o

¡1
^5 СО

OS »¿Э

со <о

1
il

r

1

Ill- ео о
O i-*

IM

Ill
0 •*

»—1 a

jo 'х зэу 'злпроэолд imtiiuuQ
СО «
t-- ••*

to •*

c^. «
g

1 UUISIA.U JOJ SuiA'lddU 8LIOB

«з •*

I—<

"t i

! -¿öd до siuiiii.xidu ¡o joqmux

J j

TH

1

s 8 0

1

d

rt ÖD

ü t :
да p

!f ó í
<^~1 09 ^

^H ^J

4-4 0 -,

.s -s -g.
M Я "~"
О из .



STATISTICAL RETURNS. XXV

1
|

•009 '"И aAoqy
«О « V pri

Ï

S •japon pu« 009 'вн
«-'S СО

1

1 È8Ï
•009 'sa ЭАОДУ

CJ «0
S

о
» ° »
3&-

и 111
S 1 1

•japun pue 009 "«H
S 8 S

3

«с

•009 'SU aAoqy
« ~ со

| 1
ЛйЗ

0

1

Kentno
une theRet

•japon ров 009 'sa g s g

в о

3

à g

*fî
'009 'SH aAoqy M «

"

.

i
-Ü g l1!

•japun pus 009 '-il я э в

1
d

1

•009 '»a aAoqy . » s

-r "2

к

••¿ 03 .

S3 -T3 t- 1 1
•japon ров 009 '«H i - g

w га эо А

5 ï-° 8

ь
•009 "»a aAoqy

ОО СЧ i-

я
в

Q g ^

В

i
•japon poo OOÎ '»H

2 " с«

1
g -2-2 •

7ï
§
о

Ь
'009 'sa aAoqy

Й œ да

« i 8
¡l ч* W

g
tS
т

о
•japou pou 009 'sil •* Ir-

«
IL

11
ОС« г-

Ц

а
'009 '»U ЭАОЦУ ri

i
£

itI О СО

1U

Ш

•japon pire 009 -sa

5- i-Г

i •009 'sa oAoqy 2 s •iä

gg

1
t^ 0» г-*

a

О

•japon ров 009 '«U
S Я

Ci"

в
PaidSub-DivieionalTribu

nals(Muneiffs1Courts).

DistrictCourtsotherthan ChiefCourtsofDistricts
(SubordinateJudgea'Courts).

rhfrffînnrtaofDistricts¿Dis-

I ;

i

i
|

1

1 , a1

\
\ !

4 ;

|

!|

L
1

1i

i

l

\

i

i

i—i >-'
1

1 1

1 1

!

1
1



XXVI ASSAM ADMlfc'ISTRATIOK REPORT.

I

<5j
■v.

a■■3

1 !•g t>

I ^5

<
H
U2

►J
<i—■
o

5

I

R

g
s
K

I4

5

s

c

to

CM

1-3

s
Pi

pun uoiftiai o% Jtapiqaj sJlaS

•Sujddjqs o? Suiiupj frjmg

•sjq3jj iviaonxu^imi

jo ^uaiuaojojua joj sjfiig

jo uopniossip joj sijng

•pntuj jo pnnojS am

uo *s«on«3iiqojo *bj;»ujuoo
'sjuauiflpnlapiB* las o% B4jng

•Rliwm.ttopua

enoj3jiaj o% 3u|)uiaj »}nig

'lunoooB u« joj sjmg

•sjq3jj inuo&iad

qsnqBjsa pun ajupapo) s?ing

*o:y 'djusoioajoj
'uopdraa-aid autpnpuj
*.£jjadujd juoj siqiiu qsji
-qujsa pun ajtqoap o} BJ!nS

•^OBJ^UOO JO SOUS

-tojojjdd ogpads joj sjmg

■A^jad

-aid oiqnoAoniTm joj sjjug

•aaoqa

papnpuj <pu avj quatf
aqj japuu ejma jaqp ny

jo £auom jo ajoaoojj joj

•uoissassod -

jo.A*J3AOOdJ jo ^uarapap jnj

•s^niipaqn3[ jo sqnj?od joj

•sasnno jaqp jo

^ujBJ^BOJ iBSanj jo junooau
uo jo 'sidiaoaj SuipioqqiiM
JO 'utMJJOJXa JOJ S3JJ0U1«Q

•^naj jo

fuataa^vqv jo ^uatnaounqug:

JO ^IKlta

-|aouno jo ^uautpat* %uo
•qilAV jo qijAi iuaa jo ejwajjy

8 r-

2

: a 9-2 i

I -I 13s ||

5 If

3 xjH O a

53

1 i

I 9 t „f ESS ;§£ |

t* s & a a S «



STATISTICAL RETURNS. XXVll

\_"2'¿\ В.—JumciAb STATEMENT.

7. (Cittl).—Statement showing value of Suits disposed of in the Civil and

Revenue Courts of the Province of Assam in the year 1877.

NUMBER OP SUITS DISPOSED от?

TotalnumberofSuitsdis
posedofindifferentCourte.

IN DIFFERENT COL'HTS.

SmallCauseCourte. MunsifTs,Deputy-
Collectors,and otberSub-Divi

sionalCourts.

TotalvalueofSuite.

VALUB OF SUITS. VillageCourts.
DistrictCourts. SuperiorCourte.

In Civil Cowls.

Not exceeding Rs. 5 ... 1,625

5,324

10,339

2,719

193

30

201

322

22

1

96

10

1

1,661

5,525

10,661

2,741

194

96

10

1

Rs.

6,132

79,001

5,09,941

5,15,796

1,32,846

1,87,402

70,036

11,965

Ditto „ 20 ...

Ditto „ 100 ...

Ditto „ 500 ...

Ditto 1,000 ... ...

Ditto „ 5000 ...

Ditto „ 10000...

Ditto „ 1 00000 ...

Eiceeding „ 1 00 000 ...

Total in Civil Courts ... 20,200 689 ... 20,889 15,13,119

In Revenue Courti.

Not exceeding Rs. 5 98

145

75

6

1

5

5

3

103 342

1,705

3,179

1,858

Ditto „ 20 150

78

6

Ditto 100 ...

Ditto „ 500

Ditto „ 1 000 958

'Ditto „ 5,000

Eitto „ 10000

Ditto „ 1,00,000

Exceeding 1 00 000
_

T*tal in Revenue Courts ... 325 13 ... 338 7,437

Grand Total ... 20,525 702 ... 21,227 15,20,556
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D.—Police.

'1J 1. General Statement of Crime, showing the result of Police operations in the

detection and prosecution of crime and recovery of stolen property during the

year 1877 in the Province of Assam.

Part I.— Cognizable Crime.
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STATISTICAL RETURN«. Iv

LICE.

detection and prosecution of crime and recovery of stolen property during the year 1877.

Cognizable Crime.
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[41] D.—POLICE.
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1.—( Continued.)
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[41] D.— POLICE,
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1. —(Continued.)
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[41] D.—POLICE.
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1. —(Continued.)
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lxiv ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

[42] D.-Po

2. Comparative Statement of Cognizable

Law under which punishable. Description of Crime.

Total number of;
:ases investi

gated daring the
year. Columns
6, 7, and 8 of
Statement A.

Percental nf
ca^« ui ubidi

was obtain^ to
ca.^E decided.

1SI«. 1S7T.

Miff AlK>tmont of offence not committed, &c,
117 - Abetting commission of offence by public, Axe

'lis, 119 Concealing design to commit offence

Total.

Class I.—Offences against the State, public tranquillity, safety, andjustice.

131 to 138, 138
231 to 259, 260 to 203, 467 and 471..

212. 2111

224 to 226
143 to 163, 157, 168
140, 170, 171

Offences relating to Army and Navy
Offences relating to coin, stamps, and Govern
ment notes.

Harbouring an offender
Other offences against public justice
Rioting or unlawful assembly
Personating public servant or soldier

CLASS II.—Serious offences against the person.
Total.

>302, 303, 390 .

807
804, 80S
37(1
377
817. 318
306, 306, 309
329, 381, 83.1

325, 320, 330

828
327, 330, 832

324
363 to 3011
340 to 348

872, 873

871
333, 364, 860, 367...

304A, 388.

(by thugs
Idncoita

Murder s n)l)ber8

\ poison
Other murders
Attempts at murder
Culpable homicide
Rape
Unnatural offences
Exposure of infants or concealment of birth . .
Attempt at, and abetment of, suicide
Grievous hurt for the purpose of extorting

property or confession.
Grievous hurt
Administering stujKjfying drugs to cause hurt
Hurt for purpose of extorting property or

confession.

Hurt by dangerous weapon
Kidnapping or abduction
Wrongful confinement and restraint in secret

or for purposes of extortion.
Belling, letting, or unlawfully obtaining a
woman for prostitution.

Habitualty dealing in slaves
Criminal force to public servant or woman, or

in attempt to commit theft or wrongfully
confine.

Rash or negligent act causing death or
grievous hurt.

Total.

CLASS III.—Serious offences against person andproperty, or against property only.

395, 397, 398 I Dacoity
399, 402 Preparation and assembly for dacoity
394, 397, 398 Robbery with ) b'. Potaowmi or stupefying

' hurt i drm?s'
( by other means

(in dwelling-house

892, 393 [Robbery ] °"8Imri^1.f;''War betwe€n am"cl ■"><>

(.other robberies

4

823

-'
:n
56
2s

11
.'-1

73
2
■>

139
53
47

1
113

1

84

5
51

1

5Mi

2
1

o7
I

22
4"
1-;
12

50
1
2

81
I.S
80

1

'ioi

■

1

6S
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Crime, urith result of Police operations for the year 1877.

Number and percental of persons arrested and brought to trial.
Amount and jjerccntage of property

recovered.

Numljerof
Number of

Percentage of
persons convicted
to persona ar

rested.

Percentage of
persons convicted

Amount of
property stolen.

Percentage of
property recovered

to property
stolen.

} -tboiu arrested
persons

brought to trial.
to persons

brought to trial.

Amount.

1877. 1876. 1877. 1876. 1877. 1876. 1877. 1876. 1877. 1876. 1877. 1876. 1877.

s 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17' 18 19 20 21

.... .... .... ....

lis. Rs. Rs. Rs.

....

— .... ....

"is "j» "ii °27
.... .... ....

8 8
94

1.298
2

6
118

1,175
6

8
93

1,296
2

....
117

1.196
6

::::

1,360 1,431 1,333 1,426 68-38 65-82 69-76 66-05 ....

....

....
....

....

:::: ::::
.... 4,600 3,2*6

1
47
3

1
4654

2
41 83

- 26
12
12

52
2

37
20
12
11
20

2
88
21
11
10
34

::::

21
12
11
22

....

62

«

47

"l2

51
2
4

46 .... ....

"ia

134

11

83
56
14

124
48

80
66
14

"••
28

•"■

11 2 9 2 .... .... ....

"in ii-i iio '178 "si "ii
. • • •

18 12 18 12 ....  ....

64.1 :,n 609 554 42-32 50-43 44-82 52-16 159 4,s:ii 3,249 70-15

27 15 25 15_ ....
....

.... .... 838 138

....

....

"°i

....

""i

.... .... ....

"m

48 2 88 2 .... .... .... .... .... 19 .... 10 .... ....
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[42] D.—Police.—

2. Comparative Statement of Cognizable Crime,

Law under which punishable. Description of Crime..

Total number of. Percentage < f
:cascs investigated aw in which
I diiringtheyeaLr, coovictkJO
|Coluning 6, 7, and vu obtained u>
18 of Statement A- fan decatei

1876. 1877. 1S76. I 1*77.

270, 281, 282,

428, 429
130 to 483, 435 to 4-1(1.. Perions mlschii

Mischief by kil
and connate offences ....

or nuuming animals, kc

454, 455, 4.' ' to 460

412, 41S.

Lurkinghonsc-trespass orhousc-breaking with
inLent to" commit an offence, or having made
preparation fur hur^

House-trespass with a view to commit an
olTonee, or having made preparation for hurt

Receiving stolen property by dacoity or
habitually

Total....

Class IV.—ilinor offences against the person.

334
328
341 to 344
336, 337 ..
874

Hurt on grave or sndden provocation
Voluntarily causing hurt

Wmnjrful restraint and confinement
Hush act. causing hurt, or endangering life
Compulsory labour

Total.

CLASS V.—Minor offences against property.

453, 456...

379 to 382.

406 to 488.
411, 414...
447, 448...
461, 462...

Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking
Thoft ( °' catt le
inert" (ordinary

Criminal breach of trust
Receiving stolen property
Criminal or house-trespass
Breaking closed receptacle

Total.

CLASS Vl.—Other offences not specified above.

Chapter XIX., C. P. C | Vagrancy and bad characters
295 to 297 Offences against religion .

Cognizable offences under the Gambling Act.
-Excise Laws .

2(19. 270, 277, 279, 280, 281, 282. 283.
285 to 287, 289, 2!>1 to 294, Section
84 of Act V. of 18H1, and any
other Municipal or local laws . .

Other special and local laws cogni
sable by Police.

-Stamp Act..

Public and local nuisances .

Total .

Kerry Act
Arms Act
Poppy cultivation .
Coolie Act

Total .

Grand Total

195
M

2i

17

5
549
65-S

■_>

4

lit
340

3,2.-.6
'.'til
266
450

1

I.63S

ITS
1
4

17::

3

1
a
1
n

8..SU2

ir.l

9?

it;

5

1,222

6
::, ,;
is:t

i

lS-s:

2» .-i Jo*

7rt

S62
3.113

lt'9
193
4M

4,24S

2i e
2

12
119

9

S9

8,264 42-37
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C (Continued).

%eriih result of Police operations for the year 1877.—{Continued.)

Number and percentage of persons arrested and brought to trial
Amount and percentage of property

recovered.

Number of
Number of Percentage of Percentage of

Tersons convicted

Amount of
property stolen.

Percentage of
Property recovered

to property
stolen.

persons
arrested.

persons
brought to

trial.

peiitons
convicted to

persons arrested.

to persons
brought to trial.

Amount. 1

1876. 1877. 1876. 1877. 1876. 1877. 1876. 1677. 1876. 1877. 1876. 1877. 1876. 1877.

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 16 16 17 18 19 | 20 21

112
80

123
81

94
45

113
80

JU 4W 4U

1S3

28

177 161 147 .... 27,028 2,281 ....

28

14

23

29

25

14

49 48

60n 60

483 442 416 298 42-65 4701 49-51 | 62-76 35,453 28,084 5,477 2,537 15-44 9-03

I 8
686
646

6
3

8
877
6011

1
3

8 ....
:::: ::::382

Si»
1
4

580
622

6
3

■ ■

933 1,148 898 1,119 63- 16 56-62 55-23 58-08 ..«.

62
249

1,950
161
4 7:,
660

48 46 46 97
5,4U.i

42,055
4,(i38
8,240

1
•"•225

2,127
169
338
767

234
1,812
156
476
664

208
1,986
146
336
744

4,225
18,1)44

458
3,137

3,877 3.664 3,46.i 56-10 52-40 59-44 55-41 87,399 60,495 47,905 25,865 54-81 42-75

226
1
7

138
10
63

226
1
7

188
10
63

..v.
....

::::
230
•

175
4

230
6

165
4 ::::

669 687 669

1,057 1,109 1,0.56 1.099 80-70 78-89 80-77 79-61

2
"23

2
19
1

"23

i?4

IS
1

\..<) "isi 129

152 204 151 197

8,258

79-60 87-74 80-13 90-86 ....

8,207 8,671 7,839 69-53 5909 62-32 61-83 1,23,011 93,210 53,382 31,651 43-39 33-95
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[50] E.—Military.

3. Statement showing Religion, Races, and Classes of the Natite Officers and

Men of the Army attached to the Province of Assam on the last day of the

year 1877.

Classification ac< rdin_' to
rate-, A;c.

Average.

Age. Hiigl.t-

! «

it S"o t 1

35th N. I.

42nd A.L.

I.

43rd A. L.I.

44th S. L.I.

Christiana

Muhammndans .

Hindus

Christians

Muhammadans

I. Hindus

Christians

Muhammadans .

Hindus

r Christians

Muhammadans.

Hindus

0

15

653

104

794

38

832

7

22

857

27-88

29

27-28

28

29-08

6'6*

6T

5'8'

5'6'

57'

40

29

2785

33-83

29-83

5'8*

5'4*

5'5*

5'6*

6'6'

No record.

From 2J

mds. tol|

mds.

Nothing

| peculiar.

10 stone.

1 md. 30 b.

1 md. 29 s.

1 md. 25 s.

Goorkha

I features.

C. i n cas-

sian type.

Ditto.

Goorkha.

Mongolia"!

and Hic-

dustnni.

[51]

[52]

F.—Marine. 1.—\Blank.~]

F.—Marine. 2.—[Blank.'}

PART III.

STATISTICS OF PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION.

[53, 54, 55.] A.—Finance.

1, 2, 3.—See Chapter V.—Finance.
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|_56] B.—PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

1. Statement showing the Expenditure incurred on Imperial, Provincial, and

Local Services in the Public Works Department during the year 1877-78.

Original

Works.
Repairs. Total. Grand Total.

IMPERIAL SERVICES—ORDINARY—

Кз. Rs.

19,660

Rs.

66,710

Rs.

37050

12,504 1,915 14,419

17,746

1,100 89,975

Barrack Department 952

PROVINCIAL SERVICES—ORDINARY—

•
90 927

1 68 303 42 566 2,10.869

57 825 1,80,216 2,38,041

Miscellaneous Public Improve

ments.

1,233 24 1,257

2,44,352

22,777
л

Profit and loss 705

FEOM CONTRIBUTION FOR SHILLING CHURCH

—5,816

1 12 185

2 712 2712 2,712

Total, Provincial Services... 7,14,897

LOCAL SERVICES—

Civil Buildings 5000 428 5.428

48 '".¡7 12 147 60,444

Miscellaneous Public Improve

ments.

Establishment

10,170 16,170

516

Tools and plant
•

Total, Local Services...  

1

 82,558

GRAND TOTAL 8,88,382
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[57] B.—Public Works.

2. Statement slicncing tJie Income and Expenditure on reprodudive works

/or 1877-78.—[Blank.']

[58] C—Railways.

[Blank, there being no Railway in the Province^

[59] D.—Marine.

1. Statement showing the various Government Ships and Vessels employed in tlie

Province of Assam in the year 1877-78.

 

|

°
»'

ill

E

1
8 a

■

Detail of Vessels.
V _

o B
■
a

§s
Remarks.

H

ri

3 —
nmber

j
s

otalan a \

iSi a 1_
E-i m N H

c o
H

Ton. H.-P. Rs. Rs.

200 90 4 39 46,409

Ton.

30 ... 1 15 1,032

Ton.
c Employed under the orders of the

O
Chief Commissioner 0/ •i*""'

360 ... 1 22 11,813
a as necessary.

Ton. H.-P.
o

ft

Paddlc-ttcamer No. 2, 55 110 14 3,445

Cundor.

Steam-launch Hawk ... ... ... ... 1,025

______

[60] D.—Marine.

2. Statement showmq the number of Officers and Men employed otherwise w*

in Govenvment Vessels in the Province of Assam in the

year 1877-78.—[^a^.]
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[65] F.—Prices of Produce and Labour at the end of the year 1877-78.

2. Labour.

Districts.

Wages per diem.

Skilled. Unskilled.

Cart per
day.

Camel per
day.

Donkeys
per score
per day.

Boat per day.

Rs. As.P. Rs. As.P Rs. As.P.

Sylhet

Cachar

Go&lpara ...

Kamriip ...

I)arrai)g ...

Nowgong...

Sibsagar ...

Lakhimpur

Khasi Hills

Giro „

Naga „

0 8 Oj

0 10 o|

0 4

0 8

0 10 0

0 8 0

0 12 0

1 0 0

0 13 0

0 8 0

5

5

3

4

6

4

4

5

e

4

6 0]

1 0 0

2 0 0

1 4 0

1 0 0

2 0 0

2 8 0

1 8 0

1 0 0

Rs. As. P.

1 0 0

1 8 0

8 0

5 01

4

8

8

0 8 0

0 10 0

(Bengali

boats.)

(Dug-out

[ canoes.)

[66] G.—Mines and Quarries (1877-78).

Districts. Where situated. Mineral produced.
Number

of
mines.

Rkmarks.

Sylhet

Cachar

Goalpara ...

Kamrup

Darrang

Nowgong ...

Si bsagar

Lakhimpur..

Giro Hills...

Khasi and

Jaintia Hills.

Ndga

Pergunnah Jaflang, in Jaintia

North Cachar

Katta Khal

Pergunnah Karaibari

Mouzah Mataikhar

„ Chapaguri .

Nil.

Hills near Panimur. .

Ditto

Dikhu and Disang...

Maknm,Tera-

Garo Hi

Ditto

Khasi and Jaintia Hills...

Ditto

Rangemah

Banks of the Nambar and

Jamuna rivers.

Banks of the Jamuna river

Barail Mountain

Limestone

Coal.

Limestone.

Coal

Iron

Limestone

Limestone.

Coal.

Coal.

(Iron, gold-dust, and

petroleum.)

Coal

Coal.

Limestone.

Lime

Coal

(Iron and slate).

Coal.

Lime.

Chalk.

Slate.

1°

1

1

:v2

n;

°Mino belongs

to a zemindar

of Goalpara.

It
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L68 1 L—Trade.

iVo. 1.—Statement showing the quantity and value of articles imported into

Assam from non-British Territories during the year 1877-78.
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L'¡«J l-

Ло. l.—Statement showing the quantity and value of articlt» imported ii.to

Bhutan.

2*5^2 aüi

kl-:,iui

HA

No.
Li»t of irtkle«. Denomination.

Goalpart. Kamrúp. Damuig- Total. 1дЫ,ш.рог.

Quantity. Quantity. Qnaotity. Quantity. к

Value.

1 1

É 1 s

>
*a
>

г .z

С £

!> , '

1. А. 'Пи ' . HvinÇ ("for RfllCl

1. 1. "<•-, |4»lli(>, ¡imi tmllCB

Re. в*. Bs.

14,310

E«. Ei

Nuni lier 12

1

634

ft

27 lf^ 2Я 29: 16,4*2

" в 1 «•
244 Sí

84

A

Í«l

3S7

II.

II!.

IV.

V.

VI.

\ II

Till.

8 BôS

18 ti9¿ ¿б 1,76 33! lä.(№2

4M)

422 14,5Í9
!.]:•• .' -

O't'oi.. n'.'.tmf.u'tiind-

1. Tw.*' i.it'ij!,!)) tKurop«-an¡

40V

•2. li.n.i iliiilhin)..

3. 1Мсчч' цчкиК (î-.i'.rni- an) . .

4. Hilt,, (In, linn)

Dnip* aini iinMiciiU'*—

I. V:ifn-ti.|;i

Y tin 1s . .

Valuó ..

В i fil

IX.

X.

tll.UI upilllll).

1,441 1,431

.1 \ln, k
n 880 .... 8«0

1)\ , IILVÍ nutiTmls—

'Л Mit,)<l<>r (ir miuijit Í3 74 1 74  

4. 'J'uniirrio

XI.

XII.

.V с Щи r kinds в 2. 809 333

Tilimii* jiituliu-tri—

2. Jnh . ni un ufiH'tnri'd. jfiiniiy-

Il.iir- itlnl clulln-4).

Number

.... ' Я

XII i.n

4. ,, iiiaiuifiicturnl

Fí.sh «lr\ )

ХШ.

XIV.

rinít^ tint) nuls—

? Ml пинт kitiiU 1 629 1,6»  

Giain ;in>l ¡nilsu—

1 Wtinit Mftunda

a M»

xv. !
» 14 .... 14

 

XVI. ,

XVII.

llullrt llll.l 4kÍII.4~

1. ИМ.-* »f Battle Number

2. .^knis of гОнч-р. Kotita, and

biiiall tuiiiiiuls.

ТТмщч Maunde 80

10 t 10 t

3«
.... SJÎ

I sit

XVIIL Lau—

2 ,4lic]l

"

XIX.

x. St k'k and other kinde .«.,
M .... 8 24 221 1,997 »4 :,oai

XX.

XXI.

Lcutlur—

1. Tntnniuifnrtiired

82 .... u
 

Camber .... ses
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ГклОВ.

Astam from non-British Territories during the year 1877-78.

ШЦ Tlppcrab. Lushai Bills. Manipor.

Grand TotaL

Sylhet. Sylhet. Cachar. TotaL Sylhet. Cachar. Total.

Quantity. tft Quantity. А Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. Quantity.

¿

>

с è а

?

Ú
<s 4

S Ê

<§ г 1
а

"3

t> 1 1

n». в«. Ru. На. к«. It«. Rs. Es.

17»

121

5.420

2.2Г.О

17»

1»

6.420

2,2iO

472 îl,912

2,Ï5S

263

867

1 2
126

99

84

7.S98 4,842

1,047 31 ДОЗ »23 Я2,'.>94 ¡.ЭТО 83.8Í7 10 ЗЛО 10 360

7,898

8,669

S.S42

1,33,768

400

»¿it »Ж» 9-) «со 18 12* «8 «8« СО 350 б U ¿5 886 »,172 «6,289

22 22 14 673 14 673

1 181

14 683

2,017

10,238

1 1X1

во во .... 8,728  8,728  

880

ч

13 74

6 333

81

1,в»

» «1 g 61

4M 1,0.41

7,4«

657

6,634

2,018

7,463

14

6.034

110 ПО 140

10

140

б

1* 4.Ü51 13 4,641 7 2,418 7 2,418 22

283

7,887

224 8,021

II

.... um 2,107
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;c8] L—

Statement

Bhntan.

Nag»»"1

Mishmí

' Hillf.

No. Lint of Article«.

]

Goalpon. Kdmrup. Darrang. Total. Lakhimpnr.

¿

er
1

>- !
«
a

¿

в

£
QnuitUy.

С

3

а a

1

С

t'
"3

XXII Mrt;i1^ and manufacture of A» 9л- 1U Ял- ÍW
ПИ t:lN—

2. Iron

Mannds

üe 4M

8 (bilil 1«дав •••• идао  ....

XXIII.

XXIV.

XXV

XXVI

О1Ы

Provisions—

1. <;h«i 2 «0 2 »0
2. Otlior kinds

XXVII

XXVIII

Salt

Saltpetre- -

123 Ml 1,615 8,394 1,738 «.s» 136 IM

XXIX Swds—

1. Oil-sri>ds—

(n). I.inswl

(rj. Til nr K¡"K<>lly

1. Other sevds—

»

XXX

(<•). Othcreetds

Silk—

1. Raw

XXXI. Spices

(a). Bctfl-nuU

(6). Betel-leaves

Manual .... .... »7 Ü7 iä 4,667 1,059 3,224 .... ....

XXXI I.

XXXIII.

(a). Beads

Suplir—

}. Itfflned

Value . ,

Maunda

XXXIV. Tea—

1. Indian

XXXV.

räCXXV.(a)

XXXVI.

W»x SO

24«

772

123

1» «6« 9,472 298

SM

10.7M 104 M«
Wood—

1. Timber

2. Firewood

Number

Maunde

Number

ш

xxxvii. Wool—

1. Eaw

2. Manufactured (piece-goods)

Mannds

Yards ..

....

"iôe
.... .... .... .... ....

"iio
.... ....

XXVII^

XXVIII.

Yak tails

All otber articles of merchan

dise—

1. Unmanufactured

Number

2,803 2,418

29,891

2,803

75.630

3,413

Value .. 1 28 в W ....

'Üa
8. Cttah

2,04« 2,04«

Totkl .. j
Number

Mauude

259

61

893

1,641

1,504

811

7^178 81,163

3,401

1.09.071

87,008

82.S2B

3,71»

1Д7.М7

42.S27

S.T6S

;:.l)7S
1,608 tí/»*

2,439 ll/>56 1,46,079 1.00.074 44.T-1
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TBADE.

No. 1.—tContinued.)

НШ Tlppeiah. r.iiíl.iii ЫШз. Man ¡pur.

Grand Total.

Sjlhet. Sylhct. Cachar. Total. Sylhet. Caclmr. Tutal.

¡

Quantity.
¿

Quantity. Quantity. tj

Я

¿, Quantity.

s

?

S
1

t
ó g!

3

*a
o

• 3 _a

>3 O> ? ? S

A» 1U К» lU R- 1U A» Äs-

1

1 432

26 1,07 »1 1,07 ¿41

15,320

1,071

2 90

'. 18 1Í8 78 9,997

m S.1M 134 2,314

189 6,750 138 6,760 13» ÍS,760

29

9

¿so 1,088

9

6,801

«T67

Ml i.ïil 243 1,214

11 662

10,136

11

646

662

21,753

349

1,015

7 ¿Í9 420 Í6¿¿»

7,616 646 11,628 266

21

291,626

4,608

9.Я74

'

5,623

8

,37,070

1.H04

1,39,199

266

21

8.76J

4.998

1,64,56»

1,872

1,61,9424,678,I»4

4.972

16,500 619 07,630 1,674 74,030 2,293 27,06» 676 ;is,.-,in 10,060 6,071,008

10»

29,891

2,803

76,680

2,413

«•• 5,220

640

200 200 6,46$

4,031

«,«М,Нв >,84,47S

85,691

7,14«

1Д27

2.247

2,123

67,630

865

11369

37,646

74,676

2,092

24.10«

89,7119

291,781

71

13,982

368

27,378

433

8,346

2S,676

319,164

604

22,Я2Я

23,034

6,112,896

S7.2M

4,41,034

2,93,212s»,*»

,70,16« 64,370 49,505 13,876 4,310 81,022 46,362 7,34,246
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[09] I-

JY0. 2.—Statement allowing tlte ijnantity and value of articles fjf}>(rrt&l from

BhatAD. Slisbrjji

B:I 5.

Ка(вш4

No. LUt of Articles.

Drnnnii-

iiatioii. GoAlpira. Kámrúp. Darrang. Total. Lakhiaipcr.

Quan-

titj.
Value.

Quan

tity.
Vaine.

Qimn-

tity.
Vfilue.

Qtifln-

tity.
««

[?£

Vslnt

I. AnimrtK livinp (for pnlc)—

Па. Rs. EÍ- Ш. Rs.

2. Cuttle 16 ?>; 1C .'.J

П,

4. Other kinds IM lia
..

III.

IV.

V.

VI.

VII,

VIII.

Value.
••ч

Cotton, iiinniifiicciin-d—

1. Twist und yarn i Knriipran)

2. Dit tu (Indian) . .

Mumids.

3. Piece-troudui (Kim'iR-an)

4. liitto (Indian) ..

Dnif?s nuil imdicines—

1. Asaïa-tidtt

Yrtixls. HI

836

1в,!Ч.«

¿«
1J7J144

IX.

X.

2. OthtTKortannt intoxicating

3. Intoxicating ilru^ti (other

tlinn ui'iuiu).

4. Musk

Value.

2.708 19.61 n

Dvi-iiit; iiiiitrriiila—

'l. Ili-liiT.i Miinnds.

3. Sftftlower »

XI.

XII.

6, Other khuls

Value.

FibroiiH proilucta—

1. .luí«' mw Mannd.-*

N urn bur.'¿. Jntp, iiianiifitctnrort (gunny

bairs mid cloths.)

Maimdi.

XTT.M1

XIII.

•I, Ditto muiiufucturc*]

Fi^h »drv) 73 S39 73 HI
FruitM and nuts—

*2. All uiher kinds Value.

XIV. Grain nnd pulse—

1. \\lieat Maund.4.

"a ¿¿6

803

¿*í

802

в 12 в

3.539

5,801

12

s,:«;l

5,482

7.183

6,9X5

Р.1П

«,307

XV.

XVI.

6. Other ntin ('mils
" 16 го '•Í »

11

HiiU'S itnil ekiiiB—

1 Hldee of Cftttte

XVII.

2. Skiiw of sheep, gonts, and

-:u:ill auimnlu.

xvn. («)

XVIII. Lnc—

1 Dye

2. Shell

„

XIX. Leather—

Value.

is 293 25 253

XX.

XXI. Nmnber.
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into non-British territories during the year 1877-78.

НШ Tipperah, Lnshal 1 1 ill л Manlpnr.

Grand Total.

Svlliit. Sylhet. Cachar. Total. Sylliet. Cachar. Total.

Эшш-

tjty.
Valne.

Quan

tity.
Vaine.

Quan

tity.
Vaine.

Quan

tity.
Vaine.

Qnim-
Vaine.

Qiun-
Vaine.

Quan

tity.
Value. Quantity. Value.

Вя. Re. В«. В«.

tity.

B*.

tity.

Ba. H«. Bu.

•*••

*•*•

»1 Ш 81 182 91

6i

182

16»

S78

t 107 8

2

107 87 11,644 97 11,644 100

2

11,751

1.143

27,057

20,000
•••• 1,047 .... ....

я 307

6,278

884

307

6,278

884

17,618  17,615

.... 1 244 1 144 1 344

IM Мб

32 82

ISO

3»

4M

Hl 4,112

11

648

1,108

tfa

Î09 899 56

206

899 Cl 68

20«

•it 147» .... .... u 49 13 i»

'-'lu,

807

f

8.838

6,880

uîi

и 7« .... .... Íes «84 162 484 8,731

6,541

~..

12

....
1 108 1 ÍÓ8 1 IM

293
••••

•

••••
41  ii  41

H» 1,787
M 1,787

13



XC1V ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT.

I.—TRADE,

Bhutan.

Stp» »nd

HJ1«.

Nu. List of; articles.
Dénomination.

G,,,,,,™. Kiinirúp. Darning. ToUl. ШЫЦ«

Quantity. Quantity.

Л

Qaautlty. Quantity. Qluilitlty.

ip

if

3

"5 "л"л ъ

XSII. Met ills And manufacture of Ile. Ее. Rs. Rs. Ei

M«

2 In .n 14

4Я# 7T

14 ijsis

M

U

4. Other mrtaU Miumds.

"l

ЗГ. 36 1

XXITI.

XXIV.

XX V.

XXVI.

" 4 5
1

Kf»11

XXVII.

XXV111.

2. Other kimls

Sait 1

36 121 И 12 i

1. "за 'ÜB

Siill]wtr.' —

1. Su1t[wtn>

2. Olhrr i-.ilme biib-itanccs ..

XXIX. Sotdc -

1. ОП-кпЫн—

"

2 24 2 24 ....

2. Others.-. .!<-

(a.) \\\Л\*\-*(хЛ

*

th.) Ti-n-rc-d

XXX.

XXXI.

Silk-

l. Haw

2. Miiiiiifiicturt'd Y, ,"i4
Г28

t Oft 28.1.44 32,809

100 тMuinub

1

22 100

934

1S4

•ü

1 1««

....

XXXII

XXXIII.

Vnlue.

Mftunds.

M 3 9

102

3 142

U*

XXXIV.

XXXV.

T«"

1. In.lmn

13  13 —

\V;i\

H 47 666 47 M£ X "*ÍI

XXXVI.

XXXVII.

]. TimbiT

Wo.,1-

....

2. M;iniifaí*tur('il (pircc-Kumlb} Yards. 1" 12 .... IM

4. Iil;iitkcts

XXX VIT.r

XXXVIII

| Y;ik tuil-i

AH other articles иГ inrrcban-

(list- -

3. Сш-h

68 68 ....

Total J

No.

Mda. ;
283

29

6,905

1,140

16

9,173

46.М2

24,715

1C

9,781

44J1W

!в.8а4

1ЙЛН

«M589 at

an 8,098 72,557 80^63 «я

[70] K.—Cois

[Blank, there being гл

К.— РА'РКВ

[ There is no separate Currency Circît
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No. 2.—(Continued.)

HUI Tipperah. Lushai Hills. Manipar.

Grand Total.

Sylhet. Sylhet. Cachar. Total. Bylhet. Cachar. Total.

Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. Qunntity. Quantity. Qaantity. Qunntity.

Í1

1 1

A
ff

1
1

d

1l

p

K». R*. Bs. Rs. Rä. Rä.

69 3,3!I6

1,092

69

87

3,398

1,902

2,OS:i

742

42 2,08«

742

218

212

12,454

6,461f 93 87 73 73

41 716

18 663

78

18

3

26 846 26 846 76

45 '841

17,893

3 78 t 0

11

14 415 1 60 1 60 18*

86

47*

121

17,77711-Î 3,262 2,395 11,978 2,395 11,978 3 8 3,446

*

2 M

11 11 40,715

3.410

28,081

143

US 3,045 7 87

(2

7 87 11 228

26,933

11 228

26,933

192

52

8

1,224 1,224 2,362

44 »77

4.J

1

34

K

1

79 6 79

8

49

IS

657

100б £ 34 в 1

70 3,519 70 3,510 70 8,51»

128 MM 7U 1,617 75 1,517

%

2*2 3,228

40 818 318 8,563 8,663 4,117

280

850

280

18,237 .... 13,237  
.... .... 2,690  2.1190  16,345

759

2,139

3,316

16.2Ï5

91 21,624

20,570

ei 21,624 899

827

51,009

19,707

899

827

51,009

1Ü.707

1,766

15,578

1,40,288

1,07.632.... .... 2,835 »,88* 20.570

18,741 42,i:n 45.194 70,716 70,716 2,47,9.30

AGE, 1.

Mint in this Province."]

CüBBENCT, 2.

for Aiiam, Ъепее títe Return гз blank.']
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[78] C.—Education.

1.—Return of Scientific and Literary Societies for the official year beginning

1st April, 1877, ending 31s« March, 1878.

 

|
j

g

Income.
Members or

visitors.

i
Name. Object*. Subscriptions.

a When
established.3

u

■
> s

a
•

Total. K
io

8 Total. s
a o

g
I

1
3 B

s

R«. A. Ha. A. P. Its. A. P.-

a &, 1-9

ShUlong Clnb Improvement, phy 385 0 28 0 0 408 0 0 IS 15 Not October. 1876.
sical, intellectual,
moral, ami social.

Oauhati School
Clnb.

Literary improve 23 0 0 23 0 0 t» ■• •• 49 Not 23rd April, 1877.

ment.
BldvatsahiniSabha Ditto ditto

24810' 0
67 IS7 Not 20th .,

Eabba s a <1 h i n i To <o good to the 248 10 0 16 16 Not February, 1873.
8abha. public.

Tezpur Bid'.otsa-
hini Sabha.

For the improve 0 6 0 6 0 80 80 Not October, 1877.
ment of buys in
literature and
science.

NuwtrnnK Mayo UUhston of Pri va 72 0 72 0 0 14 14 Not March, 1872.
Committee. ry Instruction (In

memory of the late
Lord Mnyo).

Sibsarar Literary
Association.

To cultivate litera .... 11 f I 31 5 6 SO 30 Not 1st March, 1877.
ture.

[79] C. 2.—Statistics of Instruction.— The Press, 1877-78.

District.

Sylhet

Goalpara

Kamrup

Sibsd^ar |

LukMropur

Khiisi Hills

Name of Press. Names of Proprietors.

Srihatta Prokash

HltftMdhayin. Press ...

Chldaoanda Press

American Mission Press

Dharma Prokaah Press .

Tlie Exchange Lithographic
Press.

Assam Secretariat Press . .

Babii Grish Chandra Das,
Babu Lnknath Sarma,
Babu Rharat Kumar Das,
Babu Krishna Govind Das,
Babu Jay Chandra Das

Hitnbidhayini Society

Ch.dananda Chouduri ....

Rev. A. K. Gnrncy

Au.niha.ti tiossain. .

PUBLICATIONS TBKRBAT.

Newspapers. | Periodicals.

Srihatta

( weekly).

'odlpdr
ni i'ati

' Hitabxdayi-
Jta ( Weekly)

Arunodoi (Monthly)..

.... Assam Belashini
1 (Monthly)
I Assam Oijxiki Monthly)

The Planters' Store Company The LHbrtujarh Tett
Limit- d. | graph.

Her Majesty's 'lovemment I Auam (Jatettc {Weekly')
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[82] C.—DlSPENSABY.—

Statement showing particulars of Vaccinatum in the Difpenmries

Name and rank of Superin
tendents of L>ispensuie&.

-
>

1 1
r a

It
■E -

i -

Z 5

.El

5

"c -
..3

II
IB

II

Total nine her
of persons
vaccinated.

t

-
z

I

1 = -
= s

in

551

■gStsB,

•s

I
=

5
Name of

Warburton, Officiating CivLl
Surgeon.

T. Mathew, M.D., Surgeon-Major.
Civil Surgeon.

J. O'Brien. M.D., Civil Surgeon . .

W. J. Monntaln, Civil Medical
Officer.

J. P. Cromarty, Civil Medical
Offlct-r.

B. G. Russell, M.A., M.D., Civil
Surgeon.

Mr. J. Hnghes, Civil Surgeon

Surgeon Major A. Garden, M.rt.,

Civil Surgeon.

10

11

Dr. Mohananda Mukerjee . .

J. B. White, Civil Sorgeon

A. D. Cooper, Civil Medical
Officer.

Total.

1,109

4,380

«,(!.•> 7

1.09S

3,S79

1,130

287

23,632

Cachar

Sylhet

Khasiand Jaintia
Hills.

Garo Hills

Goalpara

Kamrilp ........

Nowgong

Darrang

Sibsngar

Lakhimpnr

Naga Hills

205,027

I,719,5S9

141,838

80.000

444,701

662,829

256,390

236,009

296,589

121,267

4,064,249

Cachar .

Sylhet

Qoulpara ....

Gauhati ....

Nowgong ....

Tezpor

Sibsagar ....

Dibragarh ..

Samaguting
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v7"ACCUSATION.

yf Assam during the year ending 31st March, 1878.

 

Primary vaccination. Re-vaccination. Total cost of vaccination for the year.

Be Successful.
!

i
H

i
a)

b lumberof

:inator.

avernment. othersonrc

• a
n

year.
TJ

i ition.
Remarks.

S
Underone

Overono

years.

—

i Primary.

Re-voccini

Paidby&
Paidfrom

1
1

3
Total.

&
o 0

n

Ea. As. P. Re. A. P.

906 263 1,169 120 489 886 71-61 .... 1,169 120 0 0 ....

469 »n 841 40 441 758 .... 90-18 .... 420 120 0 0 85 0 0

445 825 770 283 m 569 78-89 886 221 12 10

2,368 2,012 4,380 1,926 2,268 4,194 75-78 l.oor. 297 8 3 ....

310 258 561 61 61 621 7 92-86 668 120 0 0

4,788 3.069 7,857 1,201 6,466 7,667 40 82 79-68 80 124 120 0 0 Paid from Muni
cipality.

61 47 108 6 85 90 88-32 108 120 0 0 ....

111 280 892 81 291 872 94*9 892 63 5 3

•

693 503 1,096 404 655 1,059 96-34 .... 1,096 208 0 0

743 625 1,320 352 576 1,019 48 48 77-10 100 466 823 8 0

• • I .... Net received.

10,798 7,754 18,494 4,438 11.C68 17,086 96 80 75-95 84-21 5,813 1.694 2 4 206 0 0

1

15
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